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FUNCTIONAL  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN. 
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Causation  of  Dysmenorrhcea. 

In  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
others  we  allow  mechanical  obstruction  to  be  one  cause  of 
dysmenorrhcea.  We  should  call  it  partial  or  complete  re- 
tention and  not  dysmenorrhceal  pain.  This  impediment  may 
be  a  strictured  condition  of  any  portion  of  the  uterine  or 
cervical  canal.  Flexion,  tumors,  or  polypoid  growths  may 
produce  a  stricture.  Every  flexion  does  not  produce  a  stric- 
ture; and  all  persons  affected  with  flexion  are  nut  subjects 
of  this  ailment.  Flexions  &c  can  only  be  causative  when 
they  produce  such  a  narrowing  or  obliteration  of  the  uterine 
passages  as  to  render  the  escape  of  the  menstrual  fluid  eith- 
er very  diflicult  or  impossible. 

The  number  of  cases  dependent  upon  this  mechanical  ob- 
struction are  very  few  ;  it  is  certain  that  in  the  majority  of 
persons,  where  stricture  is  the  caase,  it  is  spasmodic. 

The  explanation  of  a  stricture  or  contracted  orifice  may 
be  very  plausible  and  satisfactory  to  both  patient  and  phy- 
sician ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  most  nntrue. 
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Dr.  C.  D.  Palmer  says,  in  Medicn!  New8  of  date  22nd. 
September  1883.     Page  323. 

*'In  the  light  of  modern  gj^necology,  and  with  the  present  facil- 
ity for  thoroughness  of  pelvic  exploration,  no  one  can  doubt  that 
obstructions  in  the  uterine  ca:ial  do  exist,  and  that  these  may  serve 
to  create  pain  in  menstruation.  Ttiey  may  arise  from  abnormities 
of  the  ceiTix,  stenoses,  congenital  or  acquired.  These  stenoses 
are  by  far  more  common  at  the  external  os  than  at  the  internal. 
Organic  stenoses  at  the  internal  os,  except  from  flexion,  are  quite 
uncommon,  Obstnictions  may  arise  along  the  uterine  canal  from 
flexions  and  flbroids.  Membraneous  dysmenorrhcea  is  a  clear  sam- 
ple of  impeded  menstrual  flux.  Objections  were  made  to  much  of 
the  mechanical  doctrine  for  the  following  reasons :  A  want  of  uni^ 
formity  between  the  seeming  causative  lesions  or  abnormities,  and 
the  manifestations  of  symptoms.  This  want  of  uniformity  is  noti- 
ceable in  the  seat,  degree,  kind,  duration,  and  time  of  the  occur- 
rence of  pain. 

When  real  obstructions  do  exist,  the  most  severe  attacks  of  pain 
are  rarely  present.  A  patient  may  writhe  in  the  agonies  of  the 
most  severe  menstrual  pain,  when  a  medium-sized  sound  can 
easily  be  passed.  Nor  ai*e  labor-like  pains  characteristic  of  ob- 
struction. Pain  may  reach  its  climax  with  the  uterine  cavity  em- 
pty, and  while  not  a  single  dix)p  of  bl<x)d  escai)es  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  bougie.  *  .  •     ♦ 

In  i-efcrence  to  flexions,  the  pain  is  not  in  pn>poi-tion  to  the  de- 
gree of  flexion,  and  -straightening  of  the  uterus  by  no  means  air 
ways  cures  it.  A  consideiable  proportion  of  cases  of  flexion  are 
unattended  by  any  menstrual  pain,  at  least  till  some  other  disease 
is  super-added. 

The  following  varieties  of  cases  have  doubtless  been  witnessed 
by  every  g^'uecologist,  and  illustrate  the  want  of  uniformiiy  re- 
ferred to. 

1.  Instances  of  dysmenorriupa,  when  no  abnormal  condition  of 
the  uterus,  as  to  size,  shape,  i>osltion,  circulation,  or  in  the  ova- 
ries, or  any  i^elvic  tissues,  can  be  detected  on  the  most  thorough 
exploration. 

2.  Instances  of  stenosis  of  the  os  externum,  of  most  marked 
kind  and  degree,  the  rejMilt  of  chronic  inflammation,  or  the  use  of 
cauBtics,  and  no  menstrual  pain. 
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8.  Instances  in  which  there  are  well-deiined  abnormities  of  the 
uterus,  as  in  pin-hole  os,  elongated  cervix,  constricted  canal,  flat- 
tened and  ill-develoi)ed  body,  flexion  (ante),  and  no  dj'smenon  hoea. 

4.  Instances  of  Mell-defined  acquired  flexion  of  tlie  uterus,  and 
no  dysmenorrhcea. 

5  Instances  of  stenosis  of  the  os  externum  and  cervical  canal, 
associated  witli  dysmenorrhcea,  whc  re  treatment  of  a  surgical  na- 
ture proves  successful  in  the  relief  of  the  former,  while  temporary 
or  no  relief  attends  the  latter. 

6.  Instances  of  uteri  with  patulous  canal  and  dysmenorrhoea. 

From  the  evidence  afforded  by  a  study  of  the  clinical  histoiy  of 
these  eases,  we  ai*e  forced  to  the  conclusion,  that  not  only  is  dys- 
menorrhcea  not  obstructive  in  all  its  kinds  and  cases,  but  that  any 
impediment  to  the  menstrual  flux,  as  a  factor  in  the  production  of 
pain,  rarely,  indeed,  exists.  The  theoty  of  dysmenorrluBa,  based 
on  mechanical  obstruction,  is  not  demonstrated." 

The  menstrual  flow  escapes  into  the  womb  through  the 
uterine  glands ;  it  is  the  obstruction  to  its  exit  that  clauses 
the  pain.  At  the  period  of  the  catamenial  flow  the  pelvic 
organs  and  uterus  are  intensely  congested.  The  pressure 
of  the  congested  blood  forces  the  ovei-flow  from  the  uterine 
glands  into  the  uterine  cavity.  In  dysmenorrhcea  we  have 
a  condition  of  the  nerve  and  nmscular  fibres  similar  to  what 
we  have  in  the  rigid  os  at  parturition.  It  is  the  rigidity 
which,  forming  an  obstruction  to  the  flow  of  the  immense 
vascular  supply,  causeta  the  intense  excruciating  pain.  In 
proportion  to  the  rigidity  of  the  uterus  so  is  the  pain.  Slight 
rigidity  easily  overcome  by  the  vi.s  a  tergo  influence  causes 
moderate  [iain  ;  while  resi.stant  rigidity  imposes  extreme 
agony. 

The  rigiditj'  of  the  uterine  fibres  is  produced  by  one  cause 
whether  it  be  linnted  to  the  womb  or  superinduced  upon 
the  womb  by  the  ovaries.  In  speaking  of  dysmenorrhoea 
we  attribute  it  to  three  sources,  stricture,  which  is  mechan- 
ical, and  the  womb  and  ovaries-  From  what  has  has  been 
said  heretofore  it  is  not  difficult  to  refer  cases  to  one  or 
other  of  these  heads.     A  very  ordinary  examination  eua- 
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bles  U.S  to  decide  whether  the  womb  alone  be  involved  or 
whether  in  addition  the  ovaries  also  are  abnormal.  When 
the  ovaries  are  irritated  and  painful  they  by  a  reflex  influ- 
ence superinduce  a  diseased  condition  upon  the  womb.  Ova- 
rian pain,  is  not  dj'smenorrhoea.  To  constitute  this  disease 
the  essential  pain  must  be  fixed  in  the  uterus. 

Dysmenorrhoea  io  a  neurosis ;  and  the  cause  of  uterine  ri- 
gidity and  obstruction  must  be  looked  for  in  the  uterine 
nerves.  It  is  not  ditflcult  to  arrive  at  the  true  ultimate  cause 
of  this  irwtabilitTy*  of  the  nerves  if  we  will  permit  the  clini- 
cal narratix^e  of  any  case  to  speak  for  itself.  In  all  cases  we 
find  one  common  condition,  the  loading  of  the  blood  with 
bile  acids  which  have  no  place  in  a  healthy  organ.  The 
sulphur  albuminoids  have  not  been  disintegrated  and  convert- 
ted  into  soluable  urinary  compounds  to  be  thrown  out  by  the 
kidneys.  Did  the  woman  not  have  dj-smenorrhoea  >he  would 
have  had  neuralgia,  or  rheumatism,  or  kidney  disease.  It 
is  the  periodical  escape  of  so  much  acid  that  protects  her 
from  these  complaints.  Let  an  examination  be  made  of 
the  urine  in  any  of  these  cases  and  it  will  be  found  loaded 
with  excess  of  urea,  lithic  acid,  lithate  of  amnionia  and  oth- 
er products.  In  addition  we  find  that  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  periods  (complaints  are  made  of  migratory  pains 
in  the  economy.  In  Rheumatism  so  soon  as  the  atmosphere 
becomes  damp  the  twinges  of  pain  betoken  that  the  skin 
has  ceased  to  eliminate  the  acids  from  the  blood,  the  pain 
pointing  out  their  excels.  In  dysnienorrhoea  the  excess  of 
bile  acids  are  excreted  in  the  periodical  menstrual  flow  as 
well  as  b}'  ihc  skin.  When  bile  acids  circulate  in  the  blood 
both  muscle  and  nerve  are  unable  to  draw  healthy  pabulum 
from  the  capillaries  and  irritability  is  the  consequence.  Soon- 
er or  later  the  capillaries  themselves  become  diseased  and 
this  intensifies  the  wasted  condition  of  muscular  and  nerve 
substance.  It  will  be  found  that  all  diseased  conditions  of 
the  system  apart  from  those  diseases  which  are  propagated 
from  contagion,  may  be  traced  back  to  mal  assimilation. 
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The  error  of  the  present  day  consists  in  the  too  free  use  of 
albuminoids.  In  ^  warm  climate  less  meat  is  required  and 
we  know  that  in  India  diseased  livers  are  common  from  the 
inordinate  consumption  of  meats  which  the  blood  and  liver 
<ir  eitherof  them  are  unable  to  transmute  into  soluble  urates 
%vhich  can  be  eliminated  by  the  kidneys.  This  is  the  cause 
of  cancer  and  treatment  based  on  this  idea  will  be  found 
curative.  We  know  that  in  consumption  the  capillaries  are 
deficient  in  the  mineral  constitutents  of  the  blood  and  hence 
the  treatment  by  the  hypophosphites  has  proved  most  suc- 
cessful. To  the  question  why  do  the  capillaries  and  other 
organs  fail  to  take  up  the  minerals  when  presented  to  them 
in  a  pure  form?  we  answer  that  the  blood  is  so  surcharged 
with  noxious  elements  derived  from  the  non  metabolism  of 
the  albuminoids  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  tissue  to  ex- 
tract its  nutritive  material  and  hence  we  have  pain  and  waste 
and  diseased  organs. 

It  is  immaterial  to  consider  the  relative  condition  of  nerves 
and  muscles;  it  is  not  pertinent  to  the  present  subject  to 
consider  whether  contraction  and  relaxation  is  inherent  in 
muscle  or  derived  from  the  nerve.  The  fact  is  indisputa- 
ble that  both  suffer  from  mal  assimilation  and  the  compul- 
sion of  drawing  their  vital  supplies  from  a  fluid  which  is  di- 
luted with  abnormal  products,  and  thefore  both  are  abnor- 
mal and  irritable. 

In  a  certain  number  of  cases  this  irritability  of  nerve  and 
muscular  fibres  is  confined  to  the  uterus.  In  other  cases 
and  these  are  the  most  severe  both  the  ovaries  and  uterus 
are  affected.  The  same  cause  produces  the  affection  in  both 
organs.  Supposing  however  that  the  ovary  alone  is  render- 
ed irritable  while  the  uterus  is  normal  then  by  a  reflex  influ- 
ence the  uterus  partakes  of  the  irritability  of  the  ovary.  In 
any  and  either  case  the  pain  is  situated  in  the  uterus  even 
though  we  have  an  ovaritic  pain  in  addition. 

Dysmenorrbceal  pain  is  the  cry  of  the  nerve  for  food.  Its 
starved  condition  renders  it  hyperestheiic  and  a  similar  state 
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is  implanted  on  the  muscular  tissue.  In  other  diseases  we 
have  thiij  j-ame  dii»ea6ed  manifestation  ;  a  touch,  a  Itreath  of 
air  causes  extreme  acute  |)ain.  In  place  of  external  causes 
to  produce  tins  form  of  Hyperesthesia  we  have  an  internal 
cause  viz  an  afflux  of  blood  to  the  organs.  This  excitement 
is  sufficient  to  produce  the  extreme  pain  which  gives  a  name 
to  the  disease. 

In  persons  affected  with  dysmenorrhoea  whether  they  be 
in  habitual  ill  health  or  present  a  robust,  ruddy,  healthy 
appearance  we  tind  that  they  are  extremely  nervous  and 
that  the  passage  of  the  uterine  sound  causes  a  degree  of 
pain  that  is  unusual.  Were  they  not  victims  of  dysmen- 
orrhoea  they  would  be  applicants  for  relief  from  nervousness, 
a  sedative  would  be  their  prescription. 

Those  cases  which  present  intermittent  pain  and  gushes 
of  flow  may  be  ascribed  to  spasmodic  or  organic  obstruction ; 
where  the  pain  preceedes  the  flow  and  so  soon  as  it  is  es- 
tablished ceases,  we  may  look  to  the  uterus  as  the  source  ; 
and  where  the  flow  preceedes  the  pain  and  the  pain  contin- 
ues during  the  whole  period  with  varying  intensity  we  may 
regard  the  ovary  as  the  disturbing  cause.  Cases  glide  so 
closely  into  one  another  and  are  so  rarely  simple  and  typical 
that  it  is  frequently  impracticable  to  diagnose  the  causative 
source. — Uterus  or  Ovaries.  In  practice  this  is  immaterial 
as  the  treatment  is  alike  in  both  cases. 

From  the  London  Lancet  of  September  15th.  1883  we 
(juote  the  conclusions  of  Dr.  John  Williams  paper  on  the 
sul)ject  read  before  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London. 

''Dysmenorrhflea  should  be  studied  first  under  the  least  complex 
conditions  in  single  women.  2.  Dysmenorrhoea  in  single  women 
is  rarely  acquired ;  it  is  almost  invanably  primary,  viz,  it  appears 
with  the  menstrual  function.  3.  Dysmenorrha»a  in  a  few,  but  rare, 
cases  ceases  spontaneously  a  few  yefti's  after  puberty .  4.  Marriage, 
if  sterile,  aggravates  the  disorder  in  manj'  cases ;  it  is  only  very 
seldom  that  it  relieves  the  pain.  5.  Child-beaiing  cures  a  large 
number  of  cases,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  were  all  puerperal 
complications  excluded  it  would  cure  every  cases.     6.  The  pro- 
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portion  of  sterile  to  fertile  women  subjects  of  primary  dysmenor- 
rhcBa  is  one  to  twelve.  7.  Menstruation  begins  in  women  who 
become  sufferers  from  primary  dysmenorrhoea  at  about  the  esti- 
mated average  age  for  the  appearance  of  the  function  in  London. 
8.  Menstruation  is  regular  in  about  two-thirds  of  the  cases  and 
irregular  in  about  one-third.  9.  The  menstrual  fluid  is  profuse 
in  about  two-flfths  of  the  eases,  scanty  in  about  one-half.  It  con- 
tains clots  or  shreds  in  about  three- fourths.  10.  The  changes 
which  take  place  in  the  fluid  in  the  course  of  dysmenorrhoea  are 
various  and  cannot  at  present  be  classified.  11.  The  uterus  is 
imperfectly  developed.  It  may  be  too  short  or  too  small  in  vol- 
ume, or  it  may  be  defective  in  both  respects.  "The  cenix  may  be 
conical  and  the  os  small  and  round,  but  stricture  of  the  canal  in 
an>  part  of  its  course  is  infinitely  rare.  12.  The  changes  in  the 
uterus  due  to  dysmenorrhoea  are  slight  hypertrophy,  erosion  and 
eversion  of  tlie  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervix  and  catatTh.  The 
cavity  increases  but  little  in  length,  for  after  years  of  suffering 
it  meassure  rarely  more  than  two  and  a  half  inches  in  length.  In 
the  early  stages  the  tissues  of  the  uterus  are  in  some  cases  soft ; 
in  the  more  advanced  hard.  13.  The  hypertrophy  of  the  uterus 
is  probably  the  result  of  periodically  increased  muscular  action. 
14.  Ovaritis  and  i>erimetritis  are  possible  consequences  of  dys- 
menorrhoea. 15.  The  menstrual  pain  is  the  result  of  spasm  of 
the  uterus  excited  by  the  separation  and  expulsion  of  shreds  of 
decidua  and  clots,  in  an  organ  whose  sensitiveness  in  the  perform- 
ance of  its  function  is  enhanced  by  inappreciable  conditions  of  tis- 
sue dependent  on  imperfect  development  often  associated  with 
others,  such  as  anemia." 

Treatment. 
Dysmenorrhoea  being  a  neurosis  and  only  a  symptom  of 
ill  health  we  have  the  usual  complications  of  such  a  condi- 
tion. They  are  constipation.  Dyspepsia,  Anemia,  Inappe- 
tency,  all,  or  only  some,  united  in  the  same  patient.  It  is 
bei5t  to  deal  with  these  complicstions  during  the  intermen- 
strual period  and  then  we  have  to  treat  the  affection  at  the 
period  in  its  simplest  form.  As  these  disturbances  conati- 
tate  a  large  proportion  of  the  ailments  they  are  not  to  be 
lightly  thought  of  and  pasned  over  with  a  routine  prescrip* 
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tioii.  They  ought  to  he  carefully  jinalysed  and  treated  on 
the  assumption  that  the  d)>nien()rrhoea  cannot  he  cured  un- 
less they  be  removed.  The  special  treatment  for  these  com- 
plications must  be  left  to  the  attendant  as  it  is  impracticahle 
to  jreneralize  in  this  paper.  Trent  e:ich  symptom  as  tliough 
an  independent  disease  and  not  intercurrent  with  dj'smen- 
orrhoea. 

In  this  connection  we  will  only  advert  to  the  flour  which 
is  now  being  milled  and  used  for  food.  In  the  pn>cess  of 
manufacturing  the  large  mass  of  albun)inous  matter  as  well 
as  the  mineral  constituents  is  eliminated  and  to  the  consum- 
er nothing  is  left  but  the  starch.  This  will  not  make  mus- 
cle. It  is  a  Carbo-Hydrate  and  affords  heat  which  is  burnt 
up.  We  have  seen  flour  milled  so  fine  and  white  that  it 
was  nothing  but  starch  and  would  not  rise;  still  it  was  ex- 
posed as  a  sample  of  the  finest  flour  for  the  puri>ose  of  catch- 
ing trade.  The  flour  that  ought  to  be  used  by  the  invalid 
should  be  the  whole  wheat  discarding  nothing  but  the  hard 
sharp  husk  of  the  berry.  If  it  be  difficult  to  procure  such 
flour  a  letter  sent  to  the  Franklin  Mills  Co.  38  Clark  St. 
Chicago  Illinois  will  evolve  information  as  to  the  souce  of 
supply.  Popular  .sentiment  mu^t  be  educated  to  discard  the 
use  of  fine  white  flour  simply  because  bread  made  therefrom 
looks  so  pearly,  white  and  nice,  and  return  to  the  old  fash- 
ioned dark  kind.  It  is  impracticable  to  make  fine  white 
flour  and  at  same  time  retain  the  gluten  which  is  the  nutri- 
tious element.  It  is  not  surprising  that  we  find  so  many 
cases  of  Rickets  and  decaying  teeth  when  pabulum  for  for- 
mation of  bony  material  is  withheld.  It  is  but  a  few  days 
since  we  were  consulted  about  a  child  whose  teeth  were  soft 
like  chalk  and  unfit  for  mastication.  We  prescribed  Gar- 
demers  Syrup  of  the  Hypopbosphites  and  expeet  in  three 
months  to  see  a  changed  condition  of  matters.  This  dis- 
cussion is  not  out  of  place  as  we  cannot  expect  to  have  good 
health  unless  the  proper  food  be  supplied.  Bread  is  the 
staff  of  life ;  let  us  have  good  iiutrilioius  bread. 
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Stenosis  of  the  ocrvical  canal  is  jrenerally  found  at  the  os 
uteri  externum.  The  effect  of  this  condition  is  that  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  cervix  undergoes  chronic  thickening, 
its  glands  become  iiypertrophied,  secrete  in  excess  and  the 
secretion,  from glairly,  bhind,  and  clear,  becomes  mucopur- 
ulent and  irritating.  This  is  liable  to  retention  ;  at  least  it 
finds  imperfect  issue  through  the  narrow  os  with  pain  and 
difficulty.  In  place  of  the  os  tincae  freely  opening  into  the 
cervical  cavity  we  have  a  minute  round  aperture  barely  ad- 
mitting a  sound. 

The  treatment  for  stenosis  of  the  os  externum  is  either 
by  dilation  or  a  cutting  iuvstrunient.  Dilation  may  be  secured 
by  bougies,  laminaria  te.its  and  any  expanding  instrument. 
This  however  is  very  unsatisfactory  as  the  proceeding  has 
to  be  frequently  repeated  as  after  a  time  the  canal  will  have 
returned  to  its  pristine  condition.  Rapid  dilation  may  be 
induced  by  dividing  instruments  and,  though  this  is  more 
satisfactory  in  its  ultimate  results,  yet  so  much  violence 
must  be  used  that  an  attack  of  inflammation  may  be  lighted 
up  which  overbalances  its  good  effects. 

The  best  method  of  treating  the  stenosis  is  by  enlarging 
the  opening  to  a  moderate  extent  by  means  of  a  pair  of 
scissors  one  blade  terminated  by  a  probe  end,  which  enters 
the  OS  the  other  blade  terminated  by  a  hook  which  seizes 
and  fixes  the  vaginal  portion  at  the  point  desired.  One  stroke 
of  the  scissoi*8  divides  the  intervening  tissue  in  a  straight 
line.  The  proceeding  is  then  repeated  on  the  other  side  and 
the  operation  is  completed.  There  is  a  tendency  to  contract 
again  after  the  operation  and  this  must  be  guarded  against 
by  the  introduction  of  glass  stems  or  such  other  material 
as  each  phj'sician  may  judge  most  expedient.  This  proced- 
ure relieves  and  cures  the  stenosis  of  the  os  externum. 

Acting  on  the  theory  that  dysmenorrhoea  occurring  with 
flexion  is  due  to  the  narrowing  of  the  canal  owning  to  the 
bending  and  that  this  could  not  be  relieved  by  pessaries  the 
the  late  Dr.  J.  M.  Sim's  planned  an  operation  in  which  the  in- 
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ciBsions  are  so  directed  that,  if  extensive  enough,  they  would 
make  the  canal  .straiglit.  The  i^teps  of  this  operation  will 
be  found  in  his  work  on  uterine  surgery.  We  have  no  douht 
that  many  cases  of  dysmenorrhcea  were  cured  by  this  meth- 
od. The  bending  of  the  uterus  in  flexions  is  at  the  os  in- 
ternum. 

In  the  journal  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  of  Nov.  1870 
there  is  a  paper  entitled  *'notes  of  some  experiments  on  the 
i*ate  of  flow  of  blood  and  some  other  liquids  thi-ough  tubes 
of  a  narrow  diameter*'  which  points  out  how  little  influence 
a  uterine  flexion  or  other  contraction  without  complete  clos- 
ure can  have  on  the  escape  of  the  menstrual  discharge.  In 
one  experiment  a  tube  was  bent  four  times  at  right  angles, 
in  one  plane,  and  atone  point  atan  angle  of  about  135  deg. 
to  its  former  plane ;  even  this  had  no  perceptible  influence 
in  modifying  the  flow,  the  quantity  of  fluid  flowing  in  the 
same  time  being  directly  as  the  pressui-e  and  very  much  in- 
fluenced by  rises  of  temperature. 

As  before  mentioned  we  do  not  believe  that  bending:  of 
the  uterus  narrowing  the  os  internum  or  stenosis  of  the  os 
externum  is  causative  of  the  painful  menstruation.  They 
are  coincident  affections  and  have  no  relation.  Still  again 
we  do  not  dispute  that  after  dilation  and  cutting  there  is  a 
disappearance  of  the  dysmenorrhoea.  In  our  view  this  is 
easily  explicable.  In  cases  of  dysmenorrhoea  the  passage 
of  any  instrument  is  extremely  painful,  at  flrst  causing  by  re- 
flex irritation  persistent  vomiting.  By  continued  manipu- 
lation the  excitability  of  nerve  and  muscle  becomes  obtunded 
and  instruments  are  passed  without  any  pain.  It  is  a  gen- 
eral law  and  without  exception  that  at  flrst  tissue  answers  to 
irritants  with  all  its  force  and  becomes  reduced  in  proportion 
to  its  exhaustion  so  that  an  increase  of  the  exiting  force 
will  not  produce  an  effect,  lu  the  practice  of  medicine  we 
see  this  exemplified  every  day.  "yVhen  undue  labor  is  thrown 
upon  an  organ  it  will  make  herculean  efforts  to  perform  its 
work  and  will  continue  this  for  a  variable  period.     Sooner 
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or  later  it  bei'omes  exhausted,  congestion  take  place,  it  is 
exliausted,  refuses  annwer  to  rails  made  up<Mi  it,  and  after 
rest  recovei-g  its  functional  activity,  N«»tal)ly  is  this  the 
case  with  the  liver  and  can  l>e  studied  with  advantage  in  the 
adniinistDiticui  of  Cod  Liver  Oil.  This  is  ju>t  what  takes 
place  in  dilation  ;  and  the  exhaustion  and  ohtundity  of  the 
tissue  prevents  rigidity  or  s|)a8in.  In  cutting  the  internal 
OS  the  instrument  incises  nerves  and  bloodvessels  of  consid- 
erable size  and  veins  without  values.  The  nerves  being  se- 
vered there  is  obtundity  of  tissue  the  same  as  prevails  in  di- 
lation. The  trouble  in  combating  this  mechanical  theory  is 
that  it  is  difficult  to  tell  what  causes  a  cure.  P<ist  hoc  ergo, 
prompter  hoc,  is  untrue  unless  the  same  result  follows  under 
similar  conditions  in  every  case.  The  same  cause  that  pro- 
duces the  dysinenorrhcea  conduces  to  the  displacement,  i,  e, 
ill  health,  something  abnormal.  In  the  unmarried  the  uterus 
is  imperfectly  developed  in  subjects  of  dysmenorrhoea. 
Health  is  inimical  to  a  diseased  condition.  Dilation  is  per- 
formed with  advantage  to  the  dy.smenorrhcea  and  is  curative 
of  the  stenoses.  Cutting  or  pessaries  abolishes  the  flexions 
in  some  cases  and  obtunding  the  nerves  relieves  thedysmen- 
orrhoea. 

The  general  conclusions  which  Dr.  Herman,  examiner  in 
midwifery  to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  draws  from  the 
effect  of  treatment  are  the  following  which  may  be  found 
in  the  Obs.  Tram.  1881. 

1.  *'That  DysmenoiThoea  associated  with  anteflexion  is  frequent- 
ly cured  without  straightening  the  uterus. 

2.  That  straightening  the  uterus  does  not  invariably  cure  the 
dysmenorrhoea,  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  does  so  fre- 
quently. 

In  summins:  up  his  paper  on  the  subject  he  submits  the  follow- 
ing propositions. 

1.  That  there  is  no  anatomical  evidence  that  anteflexion  causes 
any  appreciable  hindrance  to  the  escape  of  menstrual  fluid. 

2.  That  there  is  reason  to  think  that  well  marked  anteflexion  is 
present  in  nearly  half  of  all  women  who  have  not  borne  children. 
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3.  That  therefore  it  is  to  be  expected  that  anteflexion  and  dys- 
nieuorrhoea  would  frequently  coincide. 

4.  That  d^'sinenorrhoea  is  practically  ajs  common  when  tlie  uter- 
us is  straight  as  when  it  is  anteflexed. 

5.  That  painless  menstration  is  inactically  as  common  when  the 
uterus  is  antetlexed  as  w4ieii  it  is  not. 

<).  That  when  dysmenorrhoea  and  flexion  go  together,  the  se- 
vei-it}'  of  the  pain  hears  no  relation  to  the  degiee  of  the  bending. 

7.  That  dysmenorrhoea  associated  with  anteflexions  is  frequent- 
ly cured  without  straightening  the  uterus. 

8.  That  there  is  no  evidence  that  straightening  the  uterus  inva- 
riably, or  even  frequently,  removes  dysmenorrhoea  which  is  a^^o- 
ctated  with  anteflexion  an  J  in  which  other  methods  of  cure  have 
been  ineffectual. 

9.  That  these  facts  tend  to  show  that  the  relation  between  au- 
teflextou  and  painful  menstruation  is  not  that  of  cause  and  effect 
but  merely  that  of  coincidence." 


MEDICAL  SCIENCE. 

J.  A.  MILLEK.  M.  D. 


In  this  age  of  analytical  investigation,  it  is  but  reasonable 
to  extract,  the  developniesit  and  exhibition  of  conflicting 
opinions,  on  all  subjecti^  pertaining  to  human  weal.  A  large 
amount  of  this  conflict  is  unnecei!<8ary  and  might,  and  would 
have  been  prevented,  if  all  writers  weiv  careful  to  analyze, 
before  they  attempted  to  expound.  But  this  is  not  the  case. 
Some  men  talk  a  «rreat  deal,  and  think  very  little.  Some 
men  write  a  great  deal,  and  analyze  none  at  all.  Analysis 
reveals  their  error.  Hence,  the  conflict  of  opinion  ;  and  the 
correspounding  perplexity  of  the  superficial  investigator, 
or  the  routine  immitator.  On  the  question  is  Medicine  a 
Sciente^^\X\\Qye  could  and  would  have  been  but  one  answer 
given,  had,  even  intelligent  men  such  as  Bennett,  Watson 
e/aZZ,  stopped  to  investigate  the  strict  philology  of  the  term, 
or  its  exact  usuh  loguendi^  they  would  not  only  have  announc- 
ed medicine  as  a  sciencis  but  would  never   have    modified 
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llieir  aniiouiK-ement  for  fear  of  awakening  allopathic  ire. 

What  then  is  a  sdenee  I  and  why  this  timidity  in  eaUin<r 
medicine  such,  if  it  meets  the  re(i«irement?  Herbert  Spencer 
sjiys,'* Science  is  simply  an  higher  developen^ent  of  common 
knowledge,"  First  principles  p.  18. 

Now,  is  medicine,  or  is  it  not,  "an  higher  development  of 
common  knowledge?"  If  it  is,  then  it  is  a  science.  If  it  is 
u(»t  then  each  dm'lor  is  an  arrant  humbug  and  medical  col- 
leges area  fraud  on  the  community  at  large.  He  who  denies 
medicine  as  a  science,  can  pause  <m  this,  his  own  dilema,  to 
his  heart  content. 

Huxley  says,  knowledge  on  many  subjects  grows  to  be 
more  and  more  perfect,  and  when  it  becomes  to  be  so  accu- 
rate and  sure,  that  is  is  capable  of  being  proven  to  persons 
of  suitable  intelligence,  it  is  called  a  science.  The  science 
of  any  subject,  is  the  highest  and  most  exact  knowledge  up- 
on that  subject."*  If  the  theories  of  other  schools  are  still 
incapable  of  l>eing  "proven  to  persons  of  suitable  intelli- 
gence," then  their  *'e«»»^,"  are  not  a  science. 

We  claim  to  haue  the  highest  and  the  most  exact  know- 
ledge on  the  subject  of  medicine,  hence  our  therapeutics 
is  a  science.  **By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them;  do  men 
gather  grapes  of  thorns  or  figs  of  thistles"  ? 


PHYSIOLOGICAL  CURIOSITIES. 

FELIX.  L,  OSWALD,  M.  1)., 

The  Austrian  MilUar-Zeitung  mentions  a  family  of  Tar- 
iiopol  in  northern  Galicia  who  are  afflicted,  or,  considering 
the  climate,  rather  blessed,  with  a  hereditary  coat  of  natur- 
al hair.  A  cadet  of  this  family,  who  had  to  strip  before  a 
recruiting-surgei)n,  so  frightened  a  comrade,  that  he  made 
u  break  for  the  door,  and  alleged  in  defence  of  his  conduct 


*  fluxlys'n  eiemeiiU  of  Pbyaloiogy  pa^e  11. 
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that  he  had  taken  the  young  man  for  an  emissary  of  Satan. 
Uul  ihe  yoiitli  of  Tarnopol  took  a  more  philosophical  view 
of  the  matter.  '^That's  nothing,"  said  he,  **if  he  had  seen 
my  fatlier  he  would  have  tjiken  him  for  the  devil  himself. 

The  strongest  men  of  the  present  world  come  from  Da- 
ghestan  in  the  eastern  Caueassus;  the  tallest  not  from  Pat- 
agonia, but  from  eastern  Kentucky;  the  smallest  from  Grin- 
nel's  Land  and  from  Bosjeman-Feld  in  northern  Africa ;  the 
finest,  after  the  Grec^ian  standard  of  beauty,  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Tiples ;  after  our  military  standard  of  martial 
manfulneas,  from  the  Austrian  Alps  ;  the  ugliest  from  the 
Negritto  Polands  of  the  eastern  Philippines;  the  whitest 
from  Norway;  the  blackest  from  the  Oasis  of  El  Kant  in 
Soodan  ;  the. most  effeminate  from  the  aristocratic  quarter 
of  Nanking  and  Peking;  the  hardiest,  in  a  brutish  sense  of 
the  word,  from  Tierra  del  Fuego. 

The  nomadic  habits  of  the  western  Afghan  have  endowed 
them  with  a  more  than  wolfish  talent  for  alternate  fasts  and 
feasts.  A  couriier  who  had  been  robbed  on  the  road  from 
Saklier  to  Candahar,  subsisted  for  sixteen  days  on  a  diet  of 
brakish  w^ater  and  grass-rceds ;  but,  on  reaching  his  desti- 
nation, indemnitied  himself  by  hny'ing  ii  heska ,  or  thirty 
pound  bag,  of  dried  mutton,  which  he  devoured  within  two 
days,  together  with  a  large  quantum  of  boiled  raisins  and 
mare's  milk. 

A  dry  di unite  seems,  on  the  whole,  to  be  the  most  fav- 
orable for  the  development  of  our  species.  Prof.  Virchow 
holds  that  in  the  type  of  the  Arab  race  our  five  senses  attain 
their  highest  perfection,  and  all  the  leading  nati(>ns  of  an- 
tiquity were  evolved  in  many  countries:  Persia,  Syria, 
Phoenicia,  Greece  and  Italy.  The  inhabitants  of  the  foggy 
Black  Seji  coast,  the  Moesians,  the  Dacians,  and  the  nations 
of  the  rainy  west-countries  of  Europe:  Portugal  and  Ire- 
land, never  came  to  much  good.  The  lowest  type  of  our 
race  is  found  on  the  coast  of  Tierre  del  Fuego,   where  the*y- 
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have  a  yearly  average  of  325  rain-days.  The  apparent  ex- 
ception from  that  rule  refer  to  nations  that  have  immigrat- 
ed from  a  dryer  clime,  and  whose  civilization  enables  them 
to  surround  themselves  with  vn  atmosphere  of  artificial 
summer.  The  bugbear  of  the  British  house-keeper  is  the 
dampness.  In  describing  a  model  English  household,  Charles 
Keade  introduces  us  to  a  bed-room  ''where  a  fire  of  beech- 
logs  was  blazing  though  it  was  hot  weather,"  and  where  all 
the  sheets  had  been  aired  and  dried  by  a  responsible  ma- 
jordomo. 

Manrus  Takary,  the  phemoral  Hungarian  pistol-shot,  is 
so  nervous  that  he  cannot  lift  his  head  without  trembling, 
and  some  of  his  countrymen  suspect  him  of  performing  his 
exploits  by  the  aid  of  black  art.  Manrus  himself  gives  a 
different  explanation.  ''I  have  no  special  secret  whatever,'* 
says  he,  ^^my  whole  gift  consists  in  doing  in  the  first  second 
what  other  crack-shots  do  in  the  third  or  fourth,  and  ''aim- 
taken"  about  in  the  tenth." 

Cold  air,besides  being  a  powerful  antiseptic,  seems  to 
exercise  an  anti-asphyxial  influence.  Any  proprietor  of  dogs, 
cats  or  guinea-pigs  can  repeat  the  following  experiment.  A 
German  pet-dealer,  finding  it  too  expensive  to  warm  his 
monkeys  by  keeping  up  a  stove-fire  all  night,  desired  a  more 
economical  method  for  supplying  them  with  the  requisite  a- 
mount  of  caloric.  He  procured  a  number  of  woolly  poodle- 
puppies,  and  after  dark  bagged  them  up  with  his  fourhand- 
ed  boarders,  two  poodles  for  every  monkey,  and  than  tied 
the  bags.  The  monkeys  soon  comprehended  the  advantages 
of  the  arrangement.  They  would  grab  their  woolly  bed- 
fellow left  and  right,  tuck  them  up  and  compose  themselves 
to  sleep,  as  a  man  would  between  a  double  featherbed.  In 
very  cold  nights  they  could  be  covered  up  with  as  many  as 
four  additional  bags,  besides  one  or  two  heavy  rugs,  with- 
out interfering  with  the  ease  of  their  respiratory  functions  ; 
nay,  their  complacent  grunts  made  it  probable  that  they 
perfered  a  double  to  a  single  rug.     For  similar  reasons  the 
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E^quiiDux  niana^re  to  live  for  days  tosrether  in  almost  or 
totally  air-tight  burrows.  In  cold  weather  the  prinoiiers  of 
Surajah  Dowlah  would  probahly  have  survived  the  Black 
Hole. 

The  Indians  of  the  La  Plata  pampas  em|)l<>y  a  (pieer  kind 
of  laxative.  When  they  find  it  necessary  to  counteract  the 
astringent  influence  of  a  dry-lieef  diet,  they  strip  from  the 
waist  down  and  wade  into  a  cold  bayou,  where  they  stand 
shivering,  for  half  hours,  evidently  not  relishing  the  specific, 
but  with  a  confidence  in  its  efficacy  which  experience  mu-jt, 
on  the  whole,  have  gratified. 

After  ninety  generation  the  de4*endants  of  the  hirsute  old 
Longobards  can  still  be  distinguished  from  the  Satin  popu- 
lation of  northern  Italy.  In  the  Engenean  Hills  there  are 
several  villages  where  brown  beards,  hanging  down  to  the 
girddle,  are  as  common  as  aquiline  noses  at  Perugia,  <n* 
semi-grecian  profiles  at  Ghirgenti- the  ancient  Agrigentum. 

During  his  researches  into  the  literature  of  Buddhism, 
Sandor  Czoma  came  across  a  (jueer  Chinese  receipt  for  lon- 
givity.  It  recommends  njany  strange  hygienic  precautions 
and  still  stranger  n)edicinal  niixtures,  but  ends  with  a  sen- 
sible postscript:  **If  all  this  should  be  in  vain,  remove 
your  household  to  the  province  of  Shan-Si-Xan,  where  the 
air  is  very  dry  and  cool. 


OBSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLADDER 

FROM    ENLARGED    PROSTATE-PROLAPSUS    ANNI 

AND  HEMORRHOIDS. 

J.   A.    MILLER,  M.   D., 


On  Sunday  the  Uth.  12th.  Mo.  «8.  I  was  called  to  see 
Mr.  W —  aged  73,  in  early  life  had  learned  the  taning  and 
currier  business,  then  shoemaking,  had  farmed  in  Minessota, 
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which  state  he  had  been  compeled  to  leave  on  accouDt  of 
MSthnia,  had  been  in  this  state  (California)  ten  years,  and 
free  from  his  old  enemy  for  that  time  except  when  east  last 
fall  a  short  time  on  a  visit.  He  had  followed  shoemaking 
most  of  the  time  since  in  this  state.  He  had  suffered  frcmi 
some  difficulty  in  voiding  urine  for  some  time  ;  and  on  the 
•Sth.  an  entire  obstruction  took  place,  he  first  used  Nitras 
Spirit.s  Ether,  then  mellon  seed  tea,  finally  undertook  the 
l>assing  of  a  No.  11  catheter  and  lacerated  the  urethra  just 
below  its  curve  around  the  pubic  bone.  When  I  arrived 
I  found  him  bleeding  profusely,  but  persistently  pressing 
the  catheter,  which  I  of  course  at  once  removed.  To  re- 
lieve the  distended  bladder  I  found  it  indispensable  to  have 
a  catheter  inserted.  I  used  a  silver  No.  8  prostatic  catheter, 
and  after  considerable  difficulty  in  passing  it  by  and  the  lac- 
eration which  he  had  produced,  finally  succeeded  in  conduc- 
ting the  catheter  up  the  urethra  till  obstructed  by  enlarged 
prostate,  which  was  found  to  be  producing  such  pressure 
on  the  curves  of  the  bladder  as  to  form  h  complete  occlusion 
of  the  urinary  passage,  while  straining  to  void  urine  had 
produced  prolapsus  anni,  in  which  five  large  hemorrhoids 
were  found  to  exist,  while  the  enlarged  prostate  rendered  the 
return  of  the  fundament  an  apparent  impossibility.  After 
two  hours  and  a  half  of  contiimous  effort  we  finally  succeed- 
ed in  working  the  catheter  past  the  prostate  and  into  the 
bladder.  After  relieving  the  bladder  of  its  contents,  we 
succeeded  in  returning  thj>  fundament,  hemorrhoids  and  all 
into  the  body  without  rousing  much  distress,  which  would 
have  been  impossible  prior  to  relieving  the  bladder. 
We  then  formed  a  solution  of  the  following. 
B         Fl.  Ext.  Bayberry. 

Fl.  Ext.  IlammameHs  aa  3ji 

and  thoroughly  saturated  some  surgical  batten  and  of  it 
formed  a  supository,  and  placed  it  in  the  rectum  and  retain- 
ed it  in  positi')n  by  a  bandage  round  the  body,  attaching  to 
this  a  '*T"    bandage  between  the  buttocks,    up  the  groin, 
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suid  aittuching  it  in  front  directing  the  patient  to  take  the 
following  diuretic. 

R        N.  Spts.  Ether 

FL  Ext.  Junniper  hemes  aa Sj 

Fl.  Ext.  Digitalis gtts.  xl. 

Syr.  Simple  Jiij 

M.  Sig.  Take  a  tablespoonf  ul  once  an  hour  when  awake. 
This  wa.s  continued  till  all  was  taken  with  no  apparent 
henetit ;  catheterizaticni  having continueously  to  be  practiced. 
The  pressure  f  i^oin  enlarged  prostate  had  been  such  as  to 
produce  evident  paralysis  of  the  urinal  passage,  as  the  nerves 
of  sensation  failed  to  respond  to  the  electric  current  with  the 
one  pole  placed  at  the  anterior  portion  of  the  perinium  and 
the  other  placed  over  the  bladder. 

The  Imml  lession  being  all  over  come  except  the  paralysis , 
the  patient  was  instructed  how  to  use  the  catheter,  and  dis- 
missed on  the  18th.  all  having  been  done  for  him  that  med- 
icine at  his  time  of  life  could  hope  to  accomplish.  The  en- 
larged prostate  was  reduced  l)y  the  application  of  a  weak 
solution  of  Iodine  through  the  rectum.  The  hemorrhoids 
were  treated  by  local  application  of  Stramonium  Ointment, 
and  constitutionally  by  the  use  of  elixir  of  Euonymous. 


MILK  SICK. 

B.  ACIIELOII. 

This  is  a  disease  that  sometimes  goes  through  St.  Louis 
as  an  epidemic,  but  is  not  recognized  as  Milk  Sick  for  the 
reason  the  disease  has  never  been  intelligently  writen  up  by 
,  a  competent  person. 

Milk  sick  in  cattle,  or  hoi"ses,  comes  from  the  bite  of  the 
American  Congener,  or  the  Glossina  Morsetaivs^  or  African 
Tsetse.  (For  a  full  account  of  this  insect  bite,  see  Living- 
ston's Travels  and  Researches,  page  94  to  9(5) ;  in  dogs  and 
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iiiao  from   eating  beef,   milk,  or  Imtter  infected   wiih  the 
disease. 

There  are  two  di^jtinct  tyiies  of  the  disease  in  man  and 
all  the  animals.     Both  types  have  every  degree  of  severity. 

The  milder  type  in  horses  or  cattle  comes  from  a  diffused 
venom,  the  more  malignant  type  fix)m  an  encisted  venom. 

The  milk  sick  Ay  breeds  in  densely  shaded,  cold  clear 
water  and  feeds  only  on  one  plant,  the  Alba  Serpentarea 
or  white  snake  root,  better  known  as  milk  sick  weec};  thej' 
commence  emerging  from  the  water  about  the  4th.  of  July, 
only  one  genaration  comes  foith  each  year ;  Size,  Mandi- 
bles and  venom,  correspond  with  Livingstone's  description. 
Unless  it  is  a  milk  cow  they  only  bite  on  the  front  pait  of 
the  leg  from  the  hoof  upward  six  or  eight  inches,  a  milk  cow 
they  bite  on  the  bag.  A  very  poor  animal  enjoys  immuni- 
ty from  the  m(»re  malignant  form,  a  fat  animal  seldom 
shows  the  milder  form. 

If  the  fly  bites  high  up  the  legs  the  animal  springs  and 
stamps  as  though  stung  by  a  hornet,  if  ueai*  the  hoof  they 
never  notice  it. 

The  incisted  venoms  all  being  deposited  witliin  a  ver}' 
Hmall  space  are  readily  f(»und  adhering  t<»  the  skin  under- 
neath the  cellular  tissue ;  butchers  usually  take  them  off 
with  the  hide.  They  are  readily  seen  with  the  naked  eye. 
In  an  animal  killed  for  beef  in  August  those  recently  de- 
|X)sited  will  appear  cxilorless,  semi-transpai^nt  and  in  size 
would  about  fill  the  eye  of  an  ordinary  course  sewing  needle. 
By  examination  with  a  glass  the  older  ones  are  seen  to  have 
SL  cist  of  cellular  tissue  forming  around  them. 

Nature  has  provided  for  these  cists  to  all  burst  simultan- 
eously ;  if  one  bui-sts  it  makes  fever,  the  fever  bursts  all.  No 
other  disyease  comes  on  so  suddenly.  No  other  disease  dis- 
organizes the  muscles  and  causes  permanent  lose  of  muscu- 
lar strength  and  energy.  After  having  this  form  of  the  dis- 
ease once,  neither  man  or  animal  can  stand  any  kind  of  la- 
bor or  e;certion. 
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Eight  V  percent  of  all  the  iiiilk  sick  butter  is  made  between 
the  tir.st  of  Jun<^  and  middle  of  July.  When  a  milk  cow  takes 
milk  sick  she  lies  down  and  refuses  to  rise  until  after  the 
purging  stage  of  the  disease  comes  on  which  is  usually  two 
days.  The  man  or  aninnil  that  lives  until  aftei*  the  purging 
stage  af  the  disease  comes  bu  is  out  of  all  danger,  unless 
they  have  taken  opium  or  a  large  anumnt  of  <'athaitic  med- 
icines. The  first  milk  a  cow  gives  after  the  attack  is  the 
most  malignant  and  is  more  or  less  dangerous  for  a  week. 

Eating  milk  or  butter  from  a  milk  sick  cow  has  the  same 
effect  as  the  venom,  it  may  produce  either  form  of  the  dis- 
ease or  both.  Eatiuii:  butter  liirhtlv  charired  with  milk  sick 
makes  the  person  throw  up  their  victiuils  without  feeling 
sick,  they  will  eat  and   throw  u})  six  or  eight   meals  a  day. 

There  is  a  coi)ious  flow  of  saliva  and  tears  and  a  mucous 
discharge  from  the  bowels.  The  eyes  as.sume  a  very  pecu- 
liar appearance,  the  flow  of  tears  thickens  so  as  to  dim  the 
vision  and  cannot  be  got  out  of  tiie  eyes.  Water  will  not 
wash  them  clean  and  it  is  difficult  to  wipe  them  clean  with 
a  dry  cloth.  The  mouth  cannot  be  cleansed  of  the  saliva 
and  the  bowels  swell. 

If  the  malignant  form  of  the  disease  follows  it  is' usually 
from  four  months  to  a  year  after  eating  the  butter.  l\\  SO 
minutes  after  feeling  the  first  sym|)toms  the  patient  is  una- 
abletowalk,  they  are  constantly  making  an  effort  to  vomit, 
high  fever  and  constipation  of  the  bowels  are  always  pres- 
ent. The  purging  stage  of  the  disease  can  not  be  hastened 
with  any  medicine,  it  will  come  aliout  from  the  seventh  to 
the  tenth  day. 

The  use  of  opium  or  cathartic  medicines  makes  the  disease 
invariable  prove  fatal.  Of  those  who  die  of  this  disease 
(»ver  eighty  per  cent  is  killed  by  the  treatnient;  killed  bj' 
givinir  cathjirtic  medicines. 

Want  of  space  forbids  any  attempt  to  direct  how  to  treat, 
or  diagnose  milk  sick.  The  person  who  has  once  seen  milk 
sick  eyes    should    always    know   them  at  sight  afte^rwards. 
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'J'he  pers^Mi  who  once  smells  inilk  sick  will  never  for^ret  it. 
For  a  reallv  offensive  ordor  it  diso<»unt.s  the  skunk.  Manv 
persojus  turn  sick  and  vomit  if  they  go  to  the  bedside  of  a 
milk  sick  patient.  This  ordor  is  only  present  in  the  malig- 
nant form  of  the  disea«t^ 

Malignant  dysentery,  winter -cholera,  iK)ison  in  the  ic<' 
cream,  congestion  of  the  stomach  and  malignant  sore  eyes 
are  some  of  the  names  given  to  this  disease. 


PAPINE. 

JAMES  EOAX  M.   D. 


Crude  Opium  is  variable  in  its  morphia  strength  and  there 
f(»re  preparations  made  from  it  partake  of  this  variability. 
Dr.  E.  R.  S(iuib)>  assays  all  his  opiate  preparations  and  fixes 
tiiem  at  a  uniform  morphia  strength  so  that  physicians  us- 
ing them  have  contidenc*  that  a  fixed  dose  will  produce  the 
physiological  effect. 

The  object  in  the  manufacture  of  Papine  is  to  pmduce  a  pre- 
paratiiin  of  uniform  strength  and  at  the  same  time  to  throw 
out  those  alkaloids  which  produce  brain  and  stomach  distur- 
i>ance.  There  are  many  persons  who  <»nnot  tolerate  opiurn 
but  who  are  not  affected  with  Papine.  An  excellent  vehicle 
for  the  adminstratioii  of  this  pharmaceutical  product,  is,  FL 
Ext.  Celery,  in  the  form  of  infusion. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  the  perfession  to  seek  positive  re- 
sults from  remedies.  This  can  onlv  be  obtained  from  drugs 
<if  a  uniform  strength  which  with  crude  opium  is  impracti- 
<*?ible  ;  hence  the  tendency  to  substitute  or  use  other  prepar- 
ations- This  accounts  for  the  increasing  use  of  Bromide 
or  its  congeries.  Chloral,  Potassie  Bromide  and  other 
definite  substances  as  hypnotics,  anodynes  and  relaxers  of 
spasms,  for  which   opium  for  centuries  past  has  been  the 
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Ill  ?ic*iitedelirum  treiiieni$,  c(»iivuUi(Hi8,  epelepsy,  puerpe- 
ral convulHioiis  and  infliiniination^,  opium  was  the  «nie  qua 
non;  now  we  use  either  reuiedres  hecaut^e  they  have  a  definite 
strength  and  action. 

In  most  diseases  opium  has  been  the  great  sleep  producer  ; 
when  used  in  cases  where  the  cerebral  veins  are  distended 
and  there  is  want  of  blood  in  the  arteries,  sleep  is  supplant- 
ed by  the  reverse  condition,  Coma.  To  produce  sleep  we 
must  lessen  the  amount  of  blood  in  the  brain;  opium  first 
produces  excitement  by  causing  an  increase  in  arterial  press- 
ure ;  subsequently  the  blood  vessels  contrtict  and  we  have  less 
activity  of  the  nervous  system  accompanied  by  a  distinct 
reduction  of  the  cerebral  vascularity.  When  we  use  opium 
to  procure  sleep  in  conditions  of  vascular  excitement  with 
a  full  l>ounding  pulse  it  nmst  be  accompanied  by  a  vascular 
depressant;  these  need  not  be  used  with  papine. 

Crude  opium  produces  cerebral  engorgement  from  the 
large  amount  of  Narcotine,  Thebaine  and  Paparine  therein 
4-(»ntained.  The  result  of  this  condition  of  engorgement  is 
observed  in  frogs,  wherein  we  observe  convulsive  effect  much 
greater  than  in  animals  having  proportionately  a  larger  cer- 
rebral  and  smaller  spinal  nervous  system.  Eliminate  these 
convulsive  elements  from  opium  and  we  get  the  anodyne 
and  so|)oriHc  effects  without  that  disagreeable  conditicm  so 
often   complained  of  by  those  who  cannot  tolerate  opium. 

It  causes  headache,  ringing  in  the  ears  and  a  multitude 
of  perverse  nervous  actions  most  of  which  can  be  avoided 
by  using  papixk  instead. 

The  effect  of  a  moderate  dose  of  Papine,  after  a  brief 
period  of  excitation,  muc!i  shoiter  than  from  crude  opium, 
is  to  induce  sleep.  There  occurs  from  its  use  a  slight  di- 
lation of  the  ves.'-els  of  the  Pia  Mater  followed  l»v  a  con- 
traction of  their  caliber  and  a  reduction  of  the  size  of  the 
brain,  which  continues  some  time  after  the  hypnotic  effect 
has  passed  off. 

The  most  impoi'tant  alkaloids  of  opium  are  Morphia,  Co- 
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deia  and  Narceia;  tliese  are  retained  in  Papine.  In  strong 
therapeutic  contrast  to  these,  are  Nareotine  and  Thehahie ; 
the  first  is  capable  of  producing  convulsions  and  death  ;  and 
the  latter  is  '^a  violent  tetanic  poison  when  given  in  about 
the  sjime  quantity  as  would  constitute  a  fatal  dose  of  strych- 
nia." Nareotine  and  Thebaine  are  not  contained  in  Papine. 

Of  the  various  constituents  of  Papine,  morphia  more  near- 
ly represents  the  aggregate  power  of  the  remedy  ;  it  relieves 
pain  better  and  is  more  useful  in  S|)asniodic  affections  than 
the  others.  Next  to  Morphia  comes  Codeia  which  Claude 
Bernard  ranks  as  the  equal  of  Morphia  as  a  hypnotic.  Last- 
ly Narceia  is  the  remedy  for  insomnia  if  not  dependent  up- 
on febrile  or  painful  diseases.  Eulenberg  says  that  nar- 
jCeia  is  an  hypnotic  of  considerable  power  and  does  not  pro- 
duce, after  headache,  as  opium  does ;  Papine  is  useful  in 
irritative  coughs. 

Papine  is  an  analgesic  in  acute  rheumatism,  which  delights, 
the  sufferer  with  its  pleasant,  permanent  soothing  influence 
lK>th  upon  the  nerve  centres  and  their  peripheral  portions. 
In  stomachic  and  intestinal  inflammations  no  remedy  will 
better  secure  the  physiological  rest  so  needful  for  their  res- 
titution and  recovery.  To  limit  motor  action,  to  control 
hyperesthesia,  irritsibility,  and  for  the  relief  of  pain  we  have 
an  action  different  both  from  opium  and  chloral  and  it  will 
be  found  that  Papine  will  meet  all  the  quieting  and  sooth- 
ing indications  in  alcoholic  chorea  much  better  than  crude 
opium,  from  the  fact  that  the  tremulous  delirium  is  not  in- 
tensified by  the  convulsive  elements  contained  in  crude 
opium  and  its  officinal  preparations. 

In  moderate  doses  Papine  controls  and  diminishes  nervous 
action  ;  in  larger  doses  it  suspends  functional  activity,  acting 
first  upon  the  higher  cerebral  faculties,  affecting  but  slight- 
ly the  mere  life  controling  structures  situated  at  the  base  of 
the  brain. 

Theoretically  Papine  meets  the  indications  of  tetanus  bet- 
ter than  opium  from  the  fact  tbat  opium  contains  convul- 
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sive  elements  while  pnpine  does  not.  Whon  we  note  the 
Hucies>ful  trealuicnt  of  this  ahiiost  fatal  di5K»ai*e  with  enor- 
nioUvS  doses  of  opiiii))  (50  to  KK)  grammes  daily)  we  cannot 
fail  to  find  in  papine  a  ruueh  lietter  reniedx .  We  entertain 
no  doul)t  Ihat  whep  timidity  is  thrown  aside  and  doses  iar<r<' 
enough  to  control  the  spasms  are  given  we  will  master  the 
disease. 

We  would  rail  the  espeeial  attention  of  physicians  to  Pa- 
pine  fron)  the  fact  that  it  is  not  gotten  up  for  poi)ular  use. 
It  is  uniform  in  strength  and  as  an  anodyne  and  hypni>tic 
is  reliable. 


NERVOUSNESS. 

L.  II.  WASHINGTON,   M.   D., 


Tincture  of  Valerian,  Tincture  of  Hyoscyan?us,  equul 
parts.  Mix.   Dose.   A  teaspoon ful  in  water  S  times  a  day. 

Valerianate  of  Zinc,  1  drachm  ;  Extract  of  Conium,  1 
drachm  ;  Extract  of  Gentian,  2  drachms.  Mix,  and  divide 
into  <>()  pills.     Dose.    One  pill  3  or  4  time>  a  day. 

Tincture  Valerian,  Tincture  Hyoscyamus,  Spirits  Laven- 
der, each  1  ounce;  Paregoric  2  drachms,  Mix.  Dose,  t.ea- 
spoonful  every  3  hours  till  rest  is  procured. 

Tincture  Cinchona,  Tincture  Valerian,  Tincture  Hyoscy- 
amus, Spirits  Lavender,  each,  1  ounce;  Spirits  Camphor, 
1-2  ounce.   Mix.   Dose.    Teaspoonful  3  rimes  a  day. 

Tincture  Scullcap,  Tincture  Valerian,  Tincture  Hyoscya- 
mus, Spirits  Lavender,  equal  pails.  Mix.  Dose.  Teaspoon- 
ful 3  times  a  day. 

Fluid  Extnicts  of  Cimicifuga,  Cypripedium  and  Scutellaria, 
equal  parts.  Mix.   Dose.  Twenty  to  thirty  drops. 

Tincture  Cannabis  Indica,  1-2  drachm,  Camphor  mixture 
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1,  1—2  ounces ;  Aromatic  Spts.  Aniinoiiia  1-2  drachm.  Mix. 
Take  at  bedtime. 

Extract  of  Cimicifuga,  Extract  of  Scullcap,  each  1  drachm  ; 
Valerianateof  Quinine,  30  grains.  Make  into  60  pills.  Dose. 
One  every  2  or  3  hours. 

Extracts  of  Cypripediura  and  Hops,  each  12  grains  ;  Ex- 
ti-act  of  Lettuce  4  grains.  Make  into  6  pills.  Dose.  One  to 
two. 

Fluid  Extracts  of  Cypripedium,  Pleurisy  Root,  Skunk 
Cabbage  and  Scullcap,  equal  parts.  Mix.  Half  to  a  teaspoon- 
ful  3  times  a  day. 

Extract  of  Hyoscj'smus,  30  grains  ;  Valerianate  of  Iron, 
I  drachm.  Make  into  20  pills.  Dose.  One  pill  3  times  aday 
in  nei-vous  affections  of  anaemic  and  debilitated  females. 

Bromide  of  Potassium,  10  grains  ;  l^ncture  of  Conitim, 
30  drops  ;  Tincture  Valerianate  of  Ammonia,  20  drops  ; 
Camphor  Water,  1  ounce.  Mix.  For  a  dose,  repeating  3 
times  a  day. 

When  there  is  topor  of  digestion  joined  with  very  marked 
sympathetic  nervcms  disturbance  the  two  following  prescrip- 
tions are  of  great  value. 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda,  3  drachms  ;  Dilute  Hyoscyanic  Acid 
48  drops.  Tincture  Valerian,  1  ounce ;  Ginger  Syrup,  2 
ounces.  Mix.    Dose.  A  teaspoonful  in  water  3  times  a  day. 

Sulphate  of  Quinine,  IG  grains  ;  Sulphate  of  Strychnia, 
1-3  grain;  Dilute  Muriatic  Acid,  1,  1-2  drachms  ;  Ginger 
Syrup,  enough  to  make  4  ounces.  Mix.  Dose.  Two  tea- 
spoonfuls  in  water  just  after  meals. 

Bromide  of  Potassium,  Chloral  Hydrate,  each,  4  ounces  ; 
Extract  of  Hyoscyamus  and  Canabis  Indica,  each  16  grains  ; 
Alcohol,  2  ounces  ;  Water,  enough  to  make  1  pint.  Mix. 
Dose.  Half  to  one  teaspoonful. 

The  following  is  serviceable  in  controling  the  nervousness 
of  those   nursing   the   sick.     Spirits   Camphor,    20  drops  i 
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Spirits  Ljivendar,  1  dnirliin  :  Tni<riiC!itii  Mucihige,  7  dnirlin^s. 
For  one  dose,  i^epeatinir  every  (>  oi-  8  hours.  Its  (ifficieiiey 
iiiiiy  be  incivsised  by  the  oeea-ioiiil  addition  of  a  irhiss  of 
port  wine. 

The  above  are  only  for  use  durinir  the  attick,  bearinir  in 
mind  that  the  hroiuides  are  of  service  when  the  nervous 
system  is  irritated,  when  there  i<  exhaustion  they  do  harm. 
Chloral  and  alcohols,  should  seldom  or  never  be  <riven,  a^^ 
persons  of  a  iiervr)us  tempeniment  ai'e  more  liable  to  use 
them  to  excess.  Nervousness  is  usually  caused  by  sedentar 
ry  habits,  the  use  of  tobacco,  or  li([Uors,  meutnl  strain,  ame- 
mia  and  debility. 


SEIaECTIOISrS. 
RHAMNUS  PUKSHIANA. 


The  re-appeamnce  of  re|)orts  on  this  drug,  which  a  few 
years  ago  kxcited  such  a  considerable  degree  of  professional 
attention,  has  characterized  the  periodical  literature  of  the 
latter  months  of  188H.  The  cause  of  this  renewed  attention 
to  this  drug  on  the  part  of  the  medical  writers  is  more  di- 
rectly tracable  to  the  interest  which  it  has  excited  during 
the  pa*it  year  in  (Jreat  Britian.  The  Brit.  Med.  Jour,  has 
colitained  a  number  of  very  flattering  reports  on  its  efficacy, 
and  the  other  journals  have  contained  similar  reports.  The 
drujr  seems  to  have  obtained  a  very  stronir  foothold  amou": 
our  conservative  brothern  of  the  British  Isles,  and  judging 
from  the  reports  which  have  been  given  of  its  action  in  their 
hands,  it  is  fulfilling  the  re(iuirements  of  a  tonic-laxative 
in  that  country. 

The  Therapeutic  Gazette^  for  Dec.  contains  a  symposiac 
on  cascara  sagrada,  from  which  we  select  some  facts  which 
do  not  seem  to  have  been  very  generally   familiar.     Dr.  C. 
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W.  Tanireiimn,  of  the  Med.  Col.  of  O.  has  subjected  it  to  a 
.series  of  phj'sioloirieal  experiments,  the  re.sultii  of  which  he 
contriimtes  as  follows : 

1st.  Cascara  sagrada,  when  given  iii  small  doses  (fifteen 
to  twenty  drops),  acts  like  a  vegetable  bitter  on  the  stomach  ; 
it  increases  the  flow  of  gastric  juice,  stimulates  the  peptic 
glands  to  increased  action,  thereby  bringing  about  a  healthy 
gestric  digesticm. 

ind.  It  acts  on  the  sympathetic  nerv<ius  system,  sending 
an  increased  blood  supply  to  the  intestines. 

3rd.  It  increases  to  a  linnted  extent  peristaltic  action  of 
the  small  bowels,  but  increases  it  very  much  in  the  colon, 
and  especially  in  the  rectum. 

4th.  It  has  a  specitic  action  on  the  rectum  in  the  way  of 
peristalsis,  to  cause  this  }x»rtion  of  the  bowel  to  unload  it- 
sels, 

5th.  It  does  not  affect  the  passage  of  food  in  the  small 
intestines  any  more  than  a  bitter  tonic  would. 

Gth.  It  is  not  a  safe  remedy  in  pregnancy  or  uterine  dis- 
orders, especially  when  given  in  cathartic  dories. 

7th.  It  does  not  affect  the  larger  glandular  organs,  liver, 
pancreas  or  spleen,  even  when  given  in  cathartic  doses. 

8th.  Hyperdermically  the  remedy  will  never  produce  the 
pt>rmanent  good  results  in  chronic  constipation  that  are  ob- 
tained when  it  is  given  by  the  mouth. 

9th.  When  employed  subcutaneously  it  acts  simply  as  an 
evacuant  to  the  rectum. 

10th.  The  same  quantity  given  hyperdermically  that  pro- 
duces marked  effects  when  administeivd  by  the  mouth,  will 
not  have  the  same  effect  clinically  or  physiological!}'. 

Dr,  T.  L.  Wright,  of  Bellefontaine,  O.,  discusses  the 
peculiar  applicability  of  cascara  cordial,  of  which  rhamnus 
purshiana  is  the  base,  in  the  treatment  of  the  constipation 
of  elderi}^  persons.  In  this  class  of  cases  many  of  the  symp- 
toms which  are  usually  associated  by  physical  decay  are  di- 
rectly traceable  to  constipation,  and  Dr.  Wright  has  found 
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thai  i-ascara  roidial,  througli  its  tonic-laxative  properties, 
removes  lliis  condition  greatly  to  the  improvement  of  tl»e 
person's  spirits. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Herr,  phy^^ician  to  the  Southwestern  hospital 
of  Philadelphia,  after  extolling  the  value  of  cascara  cordial 
in  dyspeptic  disorders,  speak  very  highly  of  the  preparation 
as  a  vehicle  for  the  administration  of  the  more  uupalalile 
drugs.  He  regards  the  encroachments  of  homoeopathy  upon 
regular  medicine  as  largely  due  to  the  persistent  refusal  of 
the  old  school  of  practitioners,  so-called,  to  accede  to  the 
demands  of  a  sick  public  for  palable  medicines.  He  has 
found  in  cascara  cordial  a  vehicle  which  at  once  succeeds  in 
disguising  the  taste  of  many  disagreeable  drugs,  and  at  the 
same  time  meets  the  indication  so  commonly  present  for 
an  easy  and  agreeable  laxative.  In  discussing  its  applica- 
bility in  the  treatment  of  young  children  he  has  found  in 
this  cordial  a  preparation  which  is  calculated  to  supplyment 
to  a  very  large  degree  the  ''carminative  bottle,"  which  has 
been  in  so  much  demand  among  young  children.  These 
baby-mixtures  are  too  often  unsafe  and  should  be  given 
with  a  spare  hand,  and  if  cascara  cordial  shall  be  found  on 
future  trial  to  verify  Dr.  Hcrr's  claim  for  it,  it  will  indeed 
prove  to  be  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the  physician's  ar- 
mamentarium. 


LOCALIZED    BLENNORKUAGIA  IN  THE  FEMALE. 


According  to  M.  Boutine. 

1.  Blennorrhagia  in  the  female  has  a  marked  tendency 
to  localization  in  certain  well-determined  pointsof  the  vulva 
or  the  vagina,  either  primary,  or  whtn  the  inflammatory 
process  has  somewhat  diminished. 

2.  Generally,  blennorrhagia  localizes  itself  in  the  glands 
of  the  genital  ai)paratus, 

3.  Blennorrhaoria    mav   localize  itself  exclusively  in  the 
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vulva.     This  constitutes  blennarrhagic  vulvitis, 

4.  But  it  niiiy  offer  more  intimate  localizations  and  se- 
crete itself  within  the  qlands  of  Bartholin^  in  the  peri-uve- 
(kral  foUicles^  or  in  the  disseminate  glands^  at  the  level  of 
the  labia  minor  or  the  fourchette. 

5.  Blennorrhagic  Bartholinitis  \h  (\\x\Xe  ivei\\ke\\i.  It  may 
present  the  FolIc»wing  forms  : 

The  aciite  form,  terminating  hy  resolution  or  induration, 
rarely  hy  suppuration. 

The  subacute  form^  suppurating  invariable,,  the  blenno- 
rrhagic  Bartholinitis  then  becoming  complicated  with  apleg- 
monous  peri-Batholinitis.  The  peri-glandular  pus  is  not 
blennorrhagic,  with  the  intra-glandular  pus  presents  all  the 
characters  of  blennorrhagic  pus. 

The  chronic  form.  If  the  inflammation  occupies  the  body 
#>f  the  gland,  then  there  are  chances  of  complications  of 
peri-Bartholinitis  and  of  contagion  ;  while,  if  the  inflamma- 
tion be  localized  at  the  excretory  duct,  the  chan<5es  are  at 
the  minimum.  But  the  inflammation  has  a  natural  tenden- 
cy  to  invade  the  body  of  the  gland. 

fi.   The  peri-uthral  folliculitis  may  be. 

Simple,     It  then  presents  well-defined  clinical  symptoms. 

Hypertrophic.  It  then  becomes  the  point  of  departure 
of  urethral  polypi. 

Suppurating.  In  this  last  condition  the  diseatise  is  conta- 
gious. The  ctmtasfion  is  effected  bv  the  introduction  of  a 
drop  of  blennorrhagic  pus  into  the  canal  of  the  urethra,  one 
of  these  follicular  abscesses  being  broken  during  the  act  of 
coition. 

7.  Blennorrhagia  rarely  localizes  itself  in  the  glands  of 
the  labia  minora  or  in  the  form  of  a  patch  in  one  or  several 
vulvar  glands  situated  at  the  level  of  fourchette. 

8.  All  the  points  of  the  localization  of  blennorrhagia  may 
become  exulcerated  under  the  influence  of  inflammation, 
and  thus  become  a  point  of  entry  for  the  chancrous  or  syph- 
ilitic virus. 
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[K  Ulennonliagia  imiv  localize  itself,  when  it  occupies 
the  vagina,  in  the  cul-de-sac,  in  the  foldsJ  whicli  are  observ- 
ed on  the  nuicous  .surface,  in  the  uterine  neck,  or  even  in 
the  (cavity  of  the  uterus  itself.  In  the  latter  two  cases  it  is 
frequently  complicated  with  peri-uterine  accidends,  hy  the 
intermediary  of  a  lymphangitis  or  of  a  juxa-uterine  adenitis 
(adeno-lyini)hilis, )  which  especially  lead  to  adeno-pelvi-peri- 
tonitis. 

10.  It  is  rare  that  blennorrhgia  localizes  itself  in  the  rec- 
tum;  nevertheless,  this  fact  has  been  observed,  especially 
in  the  fennile. 

11.  It  is  im|)ortant  to  recognize  localized  blennorrhagia 
in  the  female,  and  to  not  confound  it  with  dermatoses,  such 
as  herpes  or  zona.  Blennorrhagic  Bartholinitis  should  be 
differentiated  from  traumatic  Bartholinitis  and  cists  of  the 
vulvo-vaginal  glands. 

Likewise  it  is  important  to  distinguish  peri-urethral  folli- 
culitis from  inflammatory  vegetaticms,  and  blennorrhagic 
vulvitis  from  simple  vulvitis.  Physicians  ought  also  to  be 
able  to  refer  a  blennorrhagic  metritis  to  its  true  cause. 

12.  The  prognosis  should  embrace  two  factors; 

a.  The  patient  is,  by  the  fact  of  her  localized  blennorrh- 
gia, subject  to  acute  recurrences  of  a  severe  character. 

b.  She  may  become  contagious,  if  any  circumstance  what- 
ever should  reawaken  the  chronic  inflammation  and  induce 
the  least  possible  puri-form  or  purulent  condition. 

13.  In  order  to  radically  cure  the  disease,  it  is  necessary, 
after  the  subsidence  of  the  acute  symptoms,  to  modify  the 
inflammed  points  by  energetic  cauterizations,  to  even  incise 
the  gland  of  Bartholini  and  induce  suppuration,  if  it  should 
be  the  seat  of  localization  of  the  blennorrhagia.  Jonr.  of 
Cutan^  and  Venereal  Din, 


THE  (iROWTH  OF  BRAIN-POWER. 


So  far,  I  have    been   tacitly  but   intentionally   taking  for 
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granted  the  very  principle  which  1  set  out  to  prove,  in  order 
fully  to  put  the  reader  in  possession  of  the  required  point 
of  view.  The  question  now  arises,  Where  in  the  series  of 
events  is  there  room  for  any  fresh  element  to  come  in;  Can 
any  man  ever  he  anything  other  than  what  some  of  his  an- 
cestors have  been  before  him?  And,  if  not,  how  is  progress 
or  mental  improvement  possible?  That  men  have  as  a  matter 
of  fact  risen  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  intellectual  position 
is  patent.  That  some  races  have  outstripped  other  races  is 
equally  clear.  And  that  some  individual  men  have  surpass- 
ed their  fellows  of  the  same  race  and  time  is  also  obvious. 
How  are  we  to  account  for  these  facts  without  admittins: 
that  new  elements  do  at  sundry  times  creep  in  by  chance, 
in  the  false  and  unphilosophical  sense  of  the  word?  How 
can  we  get  advance  unless  we  admit  that  exceptional  chil- 
dren may  be  born  from  time  to  time  with  brains  of  e.xcep- 
tional  functional  value,  wholly  uncaused  by  antecedents  in 
any  way? 

The  answer  to  this  question  is  really  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  the  whole  history  of  mankind.  For  on  the  solu- 
tion of  the  apparent  paradox  thus  prepounded  depend  two 
or  three  most  fundamental  questions.  It  is  by  this  means 
alone  that  we  '^an  ae(M)unt,  tirst,  for  the  existence  of  great 
races  like  the  (ireeks  are  the  Jews.  It  is  by  this  means  alone 
that  we  can  account,  secondly,  for  genius  in  individuals. 
And  it  is  by  this  means  alone  that  we  can  account,  thirdly, 
for  the  possibility  of  general  progress  in  the  race.  It  is 
surprising,  therefore,  that  the  question  has  so  little  engaged 
the  attention  of  evolutionary  psychologists  at  the  present 
day. 

There  are  only  two  conceivable  ways  in  which  any  incre- 
ment of  brain-power  can  ever  have  arisen  in  any  individual. 
The  one  is  the  Darwinian  way,  by  "spontaneous  variation" 
that  is  to  say,  by  variations  due  to  minute  physical  circum- 
stances affecting  tha  individual  in  the  germ.  The  other  is 
the  Spencerian  way,  by  functional  increment — that  is  to  say 
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by  the  eflpect  of  increased  use  and  ccMstant  exposure  to  va- 
rying circuinstjinces  during  ronscioub  life.  I  venture  to 
think  that  the  first  way,  rf  we  look  it  clejirly  in  the  face, 
will  be  seen  to  be  practically  unthink;ible  :  and  that  we  have 
therefore  no  alternative  but  accept  to  the  second. — Puofes- 
soK  Grant  Allen,  Popular  Science  Monthly. 


EXTRACT  FROM 
'^MEDICAL    EDUCATION    IN    AMERICA,"    AN   AD- 
DRESS BEFORE  THK  -MASS.  SOCIETY.'' 

HENRY  J.   BIGKLOW,  M.   l>.. 


How  few  fact??  of  immediate  considerable  value  to  our 
race  have  of  late  years  been  extended  from  the  dreadful 
sufferings  of  dum  animals,  the  cold-blooded  cruelties  now 
more  and  more  practiced  under  the  authorsity  of  Science  ! 

The  horrorsof  Vivisection  have  supplanted  the  solemnity, 
the  thrilling  fascination,  of  the  old  unetberized  operation 
upon  the  human  sufferer.  Their  recorded  phenomena,  stored 
away  by  the  physiological  inquisitor  on  dusty  shelves,  are 
mostly  of  as  little  present  value  to  m?jn  as  the  knowledge 
of  a  new  ccmiet  or  of  a  Tungstate  of  Zirconium  :  perhaps 
to  be  confuted  the  next  year ;  perhaps  to  remain  as  fixed 
truth  of  immediate  value, — contemptible,  conxpared  wite 
the  price  paid  for  it  in  agony  and  torture. 

For  every  inch  cut  by  one  of  these  experimenters  in  the 
(juivering  tissues  of  the  helpless  dog  oa  rabbit  or  Guinea- 
pig  let  him  insert  a  lancet  one-eighth  of  an  inch  into  his  own 
skin,  and  for  every  inch  more  he  cuts  let  him  advance  the 
lancet  another  eighth  of  an  inch,  and  whenever  he  seizes, 
with  ragged  forceps,  a  nerve  or  spinal  marrow,  the  seat  of 
all  that  is  concentrated  and  exquisite  in  agony,  or  literally 
tears  out  nerves  by  their  roots,  let  him  cut  only  one-eighth 
of  an  inch  further,   and  he  may  have  scmie  faint  suggestion 
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of  the  atrocity  he  is  perpetrating,  when  the  Guinea-pig 
!<hrieks,  the  poor  dog  yells,  the  noble  horse  groans  and 
strains— the  heartless  vivisector  perhaps  resenting  the  strug- 
gle which  annoys  him. 

My  heart  sickens  as  I  recall  the  spectacle  at  Alfort,  in 
former  times,  of  a  wretched  horse,  one  of  many  hundreds, 
broken  with  age  and  disease  resulting  from  lifelong  and 
honest  devotion  to  man's  service,  bound  upon  the  floor  his 
skin  scored  with  a  knife  like  a  gridiron,  his  eyes  and  ears 
cut  out,  his  teeth  pulled,  his  arteries  laid  bare,  his  nerves 
exposed  and  pinched,  and  severed,  his  hoofs  pared  to  the 
quick,  and  every  conceiveable  and  fiendish  torture  inflicted 
upon  him,  while  he  groaned  and  gasped,  his  life  carefully 
preserved  under  this  continued  and  hellish  torment,  from 
early  morning  until  afternoon,  for  the  purpose,  as  was  avow- 
ed, of  familiarizing  the  pupil  with  the  motions  of  the  animal. 
This  was  surgical  vivisection  on  a  little  larger  scale,  and 
transcends  but  little  the  scenes  in  a  physiological  laboratory. 
I  have  heard  it  said  that  "somebody  must  do  this."  I  say 
it  is  needless.  Nobody  should  do  it.  Watch  the  students 
at  a  vivisection.  It  is  the  blood  suffering,  not  the  science, 
that  rivets  their  breathless  attention.  If  hospital  services 
makes  young  students  less  tender  of  suffering,  vivisection 
deadens  their  humanity,  and  begets  indifference  to  it. 

In  experiments  upon  the  nervous  system  of  the  living 
animal,  whose  sensibility  must  be  kept  alive,  not  benumbed 
by  the  blessed  influence  of  anaesthesia,  a  prodigal  wast  of 
suffering  results  from  the  difficulty  of  assigning  to  each  ex- 
periment its  precise  and  proximate  effect.  The  rumpled 
feathers  of  a  pigeon  deprived  of  his  cerebellum  may  indi- 
cate not  so  much  a  specific  action  of  the  cerebellum  on  the 
skin  as  the  more  probable  fact  that  the  poor  bird  feels  sick. 
The  rotatory  phenomena,  once  considered  so  curious  a  result 
of  the  renjoval  of  a  cerebral  lobe,  were  afterwards  suspect- 
ed to  proceed  from  the  struggles  of  the  victim  with  his  re- 
maining  undamaged   and   unpalsied   side.     Who   can  say 
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whether  the  Guinea-pig,  the  pinching  of  whose  carefully 
sensitized,  neck  thn)ws  him  into  convulsions,  attains  this 
blessed  monjentary  respite  of  insensihility  hy  an  unexplain- 
ed special  machinery  of  the  nervous  lurrcnts,  are  a  sensi- 
bility too  exquisitely  acute  for  animal  endurance?  Better 
that  I  or  my  friend  should. die  than  protract  existence 
through  accumulated  years  of  torture  upon  animals  whose 
exquisite  suffering  we  cannot  fail  to  infer,  even  though  they 
nniy  have  neither  voice  nor  feature  to  exprcvss  it. 

If  a  skillfully  constructed  hypothesia  could  he  elaborated 
up  to  the  points  of  experiniental  test  Uy  the  most  accomplish- 
ed and  successful  philosopher,  and  if  then  a  single  experiment, 
though  cruel,  would  forever  settle  it,  we  might  reluctantly 
admit  that  it  was  justified.  But  the  instincts  of  (mr  com- 
mon humanity  indiginmtly  remonstrate  against  the  testing 
of  clumsy  or  unimportant  hypotheses  by  prodigal  experi- 
mentation, of  making  the  torture  of  animals  an  exhibition 
to  enlarge  a  medical  school,  or  for  the  entertainment  of 
students,  not  one  in  fifty  of  whom  can  turn  it  to  any  profit- 
able account.  The  limit  of  such  physiological  experiment 
in  its  utmost  latitude,  should  be  to  establish  truth  in  the 
hands  of  a  skillful  experimenter,  with  the  gi-eatest  economy 
of  suffering,  and  not  to  demonstnite  it  to  ignorant  classes 
and  encourage  them  to  repeat  it. 

The  reaction  which  follows  every  excess  will  in  time  bear 
indignantly  upon  this.  Until  then,  it  is  dreadful  to  think 
how  many  poor  animals  will  l>e  subjected  to  excruciating 
agony,  as  one  medical  college  after  another  becomes  pene- 
trated with  the  idea  that  vivisection  is  a  part  of  modern 
teaching,  and  that,  to  hold  way  with  other  institutions,  they 
too,  must  have  their  vivisector,  their  mutilated  dogs,  their 
Guinea-pigs,  their  rabbits,  their  chamber  of  torture  and  of 
horrors  to  advertise  as  a  laboratory. 
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THE  TRUE  NATURE  OF  A  ''COLD" 


Years  of  study  and  (»l>servatioii  have  forced  me  to  the 
i-ouclusion  that  the  disease  which  manifests  the  symptoms 
popularly  sup|K>sed  to  indicate  that  a  cold  has  been  caught  is 
to  all  intents  and  purposes a^Z^/4E-/i2>ea^e,  arises  largely  from 
indigestion,  and  forms  the  basis,  bo  to  say,  or  is  in  fact  the 
first  stage  of  all  Xh^  so-called  filth-diseases.  Whatever  in- 
terferes with  digestion  or  depuration,  or  depraves  the  vital 
organism  in  any  manner,  produces  an  impure  condition  of 
the  body — a  condition  of  disease  ;  and  a  continuance  <»f  dis- 
ease-producing habits  must  inevitably  result  in  periodical 
<ir  occasional  *'erupti<ms,*'  the  severity  of  which  will  de- 
pend upon  the  degree  of  one's  transgression, 

Among  the  causes  of  this  impui-e  bodily  condition  arc 
(1)  impure  food,  (2)  excess  in  diet,  and  (3)  impure  air. 
Our  homes,  offices,  ^hops,  halls,  court-houses,  churches, 
and,  with  rare  exceptions,  all  living-rooms,  private  or  public 
arc  insufficiently  or  not  at  all  ventilated  ;  and  except  while 
in  the  open  air,  a  very  large  proporti(m  of  our  people,  in 
all  the  walks  of  life,  habitually  bre^ithe  an  atmosphere  viti- 
ated by  being  breathed  over  and  over  again  ;  they  are  starv- 
ing for  want  of  oxygen,  and  are  being  poisoned  by  c^irhonic 
acid.  In  default  of  sufficient  oxygen  the  best  of  food  can 
not  be  transformed  into  pure  blood — there  will  always  be 
a  corresp<niding  indigestion;  n<ir  can  the  carbonic  acid  be 
eliminated  freely  in  an  impure  atmosphere.  We  have,  then, 
serious  **inte.ference  with  digestion  and  depuration,"  when- 
ever we  remain  even  for  a  single  h<mr  of  the  twenty-four 
in  an  *Mndoor"  atmosphei-e,  i.  e.,  an  atmosphere  that  is  not 
in  tolerably  free  communication  with  the  great  body  of  air 
without.  The  only  offset  for  restriction  in  oxygen  is  restric- 
tion in  diet  and  exercise  ;  but  a  combination  of  this  character 
would  produce  enfeeblement  of  the  system,  though  if  a  pro- 
per balance  were  maintained  there  would  arise  no  febrile 
symptoms  such  as  we  are  considering.  We  have  plerity  of   , 
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|)L»o[jle  living  in  unventilated  rooms  who,  so  far  as  exei'cist 
is  concerned,  live  a  well-balanced  life  ;  but  seldom  do  these, 
any -more  than  the  robust  and  active,  practice  any  sort  of 
voluntary  restriction  as  to  quality  or  quantity  of  food — nau- 
sea and  lack  of  appetite  being  the  only  safeguards.  Persons 
of  this  class  are  great  sufferers  from  colds.  From  ''^  Catch- 
ing  Ooldj'^  by  Dk.  C.  E.  Page,  in  Popwtor  Science  Month, 


PASSAGE  OF  A  RAMROD  THROUGH  THE  BRAIN. 


Dr.  G.  Fisher  reports  an  instance  of  rec(»very  after  se- 
vere injury  to  the  brain,  which  recalls  the  well  known  case 
of  Dr.  Harlow,  of  Vermont,  in  which  a  tamping  iron  was 
forced  through  the  head  by  a  premature  explosion.  In  this 
case  an  iron  ran^rod  was  discharged  during  the  loading  of 
a  gun.  It  entered  the  back  to  the  right  of  the  fourth  dorsal 
vertebra,  passed  upward  along  the  ribs,  and  through  the 
muscles  of  the  neck,  and  f(»rced  a  passage  through  the  skull 
and  the  brain,  projecting  out  nearly  twelve  inches  from  the 
left  side  of  the  head.  An  incision  was  made  in  the  neck, 
and  the  ramrod  was  forced  back  bj  a  hammer  and  extracted 
through  the  wound  thus  made.  The  patient  recovered  but 
lost  the  sight  in  the  right  eye.  A  ramrod  being  propelled 
in  the  same  direction  through  a  dead  body,  it  was  found 
that  in  its  course  through  the  neck  no  important  nerves  or 
vessels  were  injui'ed.  The  instrument  passed  through  the 
right  optic  foramen,  toward  optic  nerve,  and  passed  through 
the  fissure  between  the  frontal  lobes.  The  destruction  of  l)rain 
,  substance  in  this  region  was  only  a  little  over  an  inch  in 
extent,  and  was  confined  to  the  anterior  portion  of  the  left 
frontal  convolution.  According  to  our  present  knowledge, 
such  an  injury  should  cause  no  motor  or  sensory  distur- 
bances. The  author  apprehended  the  appearance  in  time 
of  insanity  as  the  result  of  the  accident.  CentralbL  fur 
Klin.  Med. 
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THEORY  OF  LIFE. 


The  l84te  Pixifessor  F&raday  adopted  the  theory  tliat  the 
natural  age  <»f  man  is  100  years.  The  duration  of  life  he 
believed  to  be  measured  by  the  time  ofgrowth.  In  the  camel 
the  union  takes  place  at  eight,  in  the  horse  at  five,  in  the  lion 
nl  four,  in  the  dog  at  two,  in  the  rabbit  at  one.  The  natural 
termiaatiou  is  five  removes  from  those  several  points. 

Man  being  twenty  years  in  gnawing  lives  five  time  twenty 
years — that  is,  100  ;  the  camel  is  eight  in  growing,  and  lives 
forty  years ;  and  so  with  other  animals.  The  man  who  does 
not  die  of  sickness  lives  everywhere  from  80  to  100  years. 
The  professor  divides  life  into  equal  halves — growth  and  de- 
cline— and  these  into  infancy,  youth,  virility  and  age.  In- 
fancy extends  to  the  twentieth  year  youth  to  the  fiftieth, 
becauHC  it  is  in  this  period  the  tissues  become  firm,  virility 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five,  during  which  the  organism  remains 
complete,  and  at  s«venty-five  old  age  commences  to  last  u 
longer  or  shorter  time  as  the  diminution  of  reserved  forces 
is  hastened  or  retaixled.      Hidentific  Amer. 


Thulib:  The  Nourishment  of  Syphilitic  Infants. 
This  subject  has  been  experimentallj'^  investigated  by  the 
author,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Parrot,  in  a  nourricene 
experi  men  tale.  The  experiments  verified  the  general  be- 
lief that  infants  so  affected  quickly  die  if  they  are  nourish- 
ed with  the  bottle.  The  investigations  in  question,  pmduc- 
ed  the  following  data:  During  the  seven  months,  from  the 
24tb.  of  June,  1881,  to  the  24th.  of  Jan.  1882,  one  hundred 
and  one  syphilitic  infants  wei'e  nursed  in  the  institution. 
First,  six  of  them  were  nursed  with  cows'  milk  from  the 
bottle,  one  lived,  five  died.  Second,  fifty-two  were  nursed 
with  goats'  milk,  nine  lived,  forty-three  died.  Third,  for- 
ty-three were  suckled  by  asses,  thirty  lived  and  thirteen 
died.     It  appears  from  these  figures  that  the  asses'  milk  is 
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l):irti(!ularly   helpful  for  the   nutrition   of  children   nfreeted 
with  thi^s  disease.     Archives  of  Pediatrics, 


The  Ether  Spray  an  Immediate  Cure  for  Neuralgia. 
Dr.  McColgjinan  extols  the  value  of  the  ether  or  rhigolene 
spray  for  the  instantaneous  relief,  principally  of  facial  neu- 
ralgia. He  first  had  occasion  to,  observe  its  good  effects 
upon  his  own  person,  he  having  suffered  greatly  from  facial 
neuralgia.  Since  curing  himself,  he  has  had  occasion  to  test 
its  efficacy  in  about  twenty  cases.  The  result  was  invaria- 
bWa  most  gratifying  success.  In  many  instances  aperma- 
nant  cure  was  efc4:al)lished.  He  attempts  to  explain  its  ac- 
tion by  supposing  a  complete  change  to  take  place  in  the 
nutrition  of  the  affected  nerve  in  conse<iuence  of  the  intense 
cold  acting  as  a  revulsive. 


Explosive  Mixtures. —  The  following  cases  of  explosive 
mixtures,  recorded  by  various  aulhoritics,  should  be  noted 
by  our  pharnniceutical  readers  : — 

1.  Hypophosphite  of  lime,  chlorate  of  potash,  and  sul- 
phate of  iron,  mixed  in  equal  proportions,  are  explosive. 

2.  A  solution  of  one  part  of  chromic  acid  and  two  of  gly- 
cerine. 

3.  Chlorate  of  potash,  and  dental  powders  containing 
carbon,  explode  in  the  mouth. 

4.  A  [)ilular  mass  containing  pernanganate  of  potash,, 
mixed  with  vegetable  extracts  and  iron,  easily  inflames. 

5.  Chlorate  of  potash,  or  the  permanganate,  or  other  ex- 
plosive substances,  must  not  be  triturated  with  glycerine. 

Clorate  of  potash  and  tanin  explode  if  triturated,  as  do 
chlorate  of  potash  and  sugar.  Iodine,  or  an  iodide  and  a 
nitrate,  may  ex[)lode.     Popular  Science  News. 

Court  Plaster. —  Soak  isiniilass  in  a  little  warm  water 
for  seventy-four  hours,  then  evaporate  nearly  all  the  water 
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by  gentle  heat ;  dissolve  the  residue  in  a  little  dilute  alcohol 
and  strain  the  wiiole  through  a  piece  of  open  linen.  The 
strained  mass  should  be  a  stiff  jelly  when  cold.  Now  stretch 
a  [)iece  of  silk  or  sarsenet  on  a  wooden  frame,  and  fix  it 
tight  with  tacks  or  pack  thread.  Melt  th^  jelly,  and  apply 
it  to  the  silk  thinly  and  evenly  with  a  badger  hair  brush. 
A  second  coating  must  be  applied  when  the  tirst  has  dried. 
When  both  are  dry,  apply  over  the  whole  surface  two  or 
three  coatings  of  balsam  of  Peru.  Plaster  thus  made  is  very 
pliable,  and  never  breaks.     Sciencetijic  Amer. 


Preponderanoe  in  Sexes. —  According  to  Mr.  Gosselin, 
Secretary  to  the  Brittish  Embassy,  Berlin,  in  an  official  re- 
port, he  shows  that  London,  in  comparison  with  other  cities, 
stands  pre-eminent  in  the*  preponderance  of  females,  the 
proportion  being  as  113.7  to  one  100.  On  the  other  hand, 
in  Paris,  in  1876,  there  were  only  88.5  females  to  100  males  ; 
in  St.  Petersburg  (1881)  80.8,  and  in  Rome  (same  year) 
79.5. 

If  any  one  will,  just  at  nightfall,  take  his  stand  in  lower 
part  of  Regent  Street,  or  in  the  haymarket,  upon  the  steps 
of  the  Criterion  Restaurant,  in  Piccadilly,  he  will  not  dare 
dispute  the  statistician  who  affirms  that,  in  London,  the  fe- 
males are  to  the  males  in  the  ratio  often  to  one,  with  wick- 
edness in  the  same  proportion.     Inde.  Prac, 


Kidney  Trouble  the  Cause  of  Toothache. — This  kind 
of  toothache  often  accompanies  gravel  in  kidney  or  bladder, 
and  is  of  the  most  acute  agonizing  form.  None  of  the  usual 
remedies  can  be  employed,  not  even  the  extraction  of  the 
tooth  will  obliterate  the  pain,  which  generally  disappears 
as-  suddenly  as  it  «jame.  Dr.  Rodemacher  recommends  the 
use  of  cochineal  against  the  kidney  gravel,  and  as  this  dis- 
appears, the  toothache  leaves  without  any  medicine.     Ibid. 
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Nature  Versks  Art. —  Dr.  Cory,  of  St.  Thomas's  Hos- 
pital, says  the  Medical  Pres»y  entertained  the  view  that  in- 
oculation from  H  true  Huntarian  ehan^  re  is  not  possible. 
He  therefore  submitted  himself  to  experiment  with  a  view 
to  testing  the  theory.  After  four  times  failing  of  success, 
he  at  length  succeeded,  a  hard  chancre  on  the  arm  being  the 
result.  Notwithstanding  that  the  sore  had  been  cut  out, 
secondary  and  tertiary  symptoms  have  followed  in  due  course 
and  now,  we  regret  to  say,  Dr.  Cory  is  wholly  incapacitated 
from  regular  work.     Louis,  Med.  Ntics. 

A  warning,  also  a  fit  subject  peihaps  for  rational  treat- 
ment.    Ed. 


On  the  Constitution  of  the  Natural  Fath.  J.  Alfred 
Wanklyn  and  William  Fox. — In  the  course  of  an  investi- 
gation in  which  we  ai-e  at  present  engaged  we  have  arrived 
at  some  results  which  appear  to  us  in  be  very  interesting. 
We  tind  that  the  generally  i-eceived  view  that  the  fats  are 
ethers  of  glycerine  is  partially  correct,  and  that  instances 
of  a  different  kind  of  structure  occur  among  the  natural  oils 
and  fats. 

Ethers  of  iso-glycerin,  or  of  homologues  of  iso-glycerin, 
appear  to  occur.     Iso-glycerin  has  this  structure  : 

C(OH)2 

CH. 

CHS 
It  exists  in  its  ethei-s,  but  cannot  be  isolated,  and  should 
be  resolved  into : 

COOH  plus  H20 

CH2 

CHS 
Ethers  of  iso-glycerin,  or  ethers  of  homologues  of  iso- 
t^lycerin,  yield  no  glycerin  when  saponified.     Chem.  News. 
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EI5ITOIlI-A.IL.. 


For  the  Truth,  then,  let  u»  batlle;  And  Its  mitj^ht  shall  set  you  free. 

MAXIMS. 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  TO  YOU. 


Knowledge  is  power,    both  to  accomplish  and  enjoy.  Ed. 

It  is  not  possible  nor  within  the  power  of  man  to  create 
or  annihilate  a  single  truth,  in  the  empire  of  nature. 

Woodward. 

When  you  know  a  thing,  to  hold  that  you  itnow  it ;  and 
when  you  do  not  know  a  thing,  to  allow  that  you  do  not 
know  it ;  this  is  knowledge.  Chinese  Proverbs. 


TO  CONTRIBUTORS. 

We  solicit  short,  spicy  and  pointed  articles  from  every 
part  of  the  country,  and  wishing  to  partly  contribute  to  the 
satisfaction  of  our  writing,  friends,  who  help  us  to  make  the 
journal  so  worthy,  as  well  as  to  show  our  appreciation  of 
their  labors,  we  will  send  the  journal  regularly,  and  free  to 
every  acceptible  correspondent,  who  will  send  in  articles 
worthy  of  such  preferment. 

Articles  solicited  need  not  be  lengthy  but  the  more  good 
ones  the  greater  our  appreciation  and  the  higher  satisfaction 
they  afford  the  readers. 
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A  NEW  INVENTION. 


j>- 


The  Hccompanving  cuts  i*epr«>cnU 
!i  new  wire  ticrasure,  as  the  inventor 
Dr.  Clis.  E.  Sajons,  pleases  to  call  it. 

Its  eljief  adaptability  is  the  remov- 
al of  nasal  polypoid  growths,  of  vagi- 
nal non malignant  excresences,  l\\^^^ 
of  like  ohstructions,  in  the  external 
and  middle  ears.  , 

The  author  claims  several  points  of 
excellency  n\ev  other  such  instru. 
ments  and  of  minor  import  and  then 
sums  up  the  following  of  greater  in- 
terest. 

1st.  It  is  strong  as  well  as  li^j-ht, 
and  its  different  parts  can  he  sepera- 
ted  for  cleaning. 

2nd.  The  wire  can  he  attached  in 
a  moment  and  as  readily  withdrawn. 

3rd.  The  loop  being  dose  to  its 
point  of  attachment,  it  is  not  liable 
to  twist  on  its  axis. 

4th.  The  loop  being  at 
one  end,  the  milled-nut  at 

I  the  other,   and    the  point 

I  of  supi)ort  in  the  center, 
it  is  evenly  balanced. 

^  I  ^th.  The  milled-nut  be- 
ing  movable  longitudinal- 
ly its  rotation  does  not  in- 

■  volve  lateral  motion  of 
lihe  operator's  arm,  there- 

!  by  avoiding  pressure  of 
the  point  of  the  instrument 
'^^/against  the  tumor. 
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The  instnuneiit  from  its   intrinsic   merit   supplies  a  real 
w.-int  in  the  rsurgicul  armamcntuni. 

Manufactured  by  Wm.  Snowden.     Phiiadelpiiia  Penn. 


SPECIMEN  COPIES. 

It  having  beeome  so  fashionable  to  request  that  s|)ecimen 
copies  l>e  sent,  and  some  .loted  examples  of  journalists  of- 
fering to  send  their  journal  free,  on  trial  and  also  offering 
to  hire  subscribers  to  buy  their  goods. 

We  desire  to  offer  the  St.  Louis  Medical  JournaU  for  three 
months,  free  to  any  physician  who  sin<*erely  wishes  to  ex- 
amine its  merits  and  claims  before  subscribing  for  it. 

Of  course  this  does  not  include  back  numl>ei'8,  as  these 
can  only  be  supplied  to  regular  subscribers,  to  replace  rais- 
ing ones,  or  to  such  as  order  complete  volumes  of  any  of 
the  past  years. 

Our  Dec.  number  has  been  quite  exhausted  already  be- 
fore the  Jan.  issue  was  nearly  ready. 

It  will  be  our  purpose  to  mail  to  each  request,  the  first 
three  consecutive  issues  after  receipt  of  his  address. 

New  contributors  ai*e  cordially  invited  to  write  for  our 
pages  and  fair  considerations  of  their  productions  is  gar- 
anteed. 


1884. 


With  this  N<i.  the  campaign  of  1884  begins,  sails  unfurled, 
equipage  g<»od,  and  boundless  determinations. 

The  journal  will  continue  to  make  itself  the  organ  for 
free  expression  of  the  profession,  and  the  exjionent  of  un- 
trameled  exchange  of  views  of  professional  betterments. 

To  this  end,  short  pithy  articles  are  solicited  form  all  and 
every  quarter. 

It  shall  be  the  ainr  to  admit  nothing,  groveling,  slandrous. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


44  ST.    l-OriS    MEDICAL   JOUKNAL. 

or  untrue. 

Come  readers  brijrliten  up  your  eoniniunieative  Ideass  and 
let  each  singly  and  associatedly  try  and  see  bow  much  of 
good  und  sterling  worth  he  ciin  bring  to  the  profession  du- 
ring another  year. 

Collect  your  best  thoughts,  boil  them  down,  put  them  on 
paper  and  forward  then»  to  this  journal,  to  disseminate  and 
bring  you  their  returns. 


CLUB  LIST  AND  RATES. 

As  I  have  no  special  offers  nor  hired  rates,  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  do  just  as  well  by  my  subscribers  and  such  as  wish 
to  order  other  pul)licationb  along  with  mine,  as  other  jour- 
nalists will  do.     I  therefore  offer  to  supply 

Any   $1.00  periodical   with    this  for    $2.75; 
„       2.00         „  „         „         „        3.50; 

„       3.00  „  „         „         „        4.25; 

„      4.00  „  „         „         „        5.00; 

,,      5.00         ,,  ,,         ,,         ,,        5.75;  ect. 


EDITE  MS, 


Ergot  is  recommended  for  Epitheloma. 

Flouric  acid  is  said  to  cure  Goiters. 

Citrate  of  Soda  is  pronounced  excellent  in  diabetes. 

Salisylate  of  Soda  is  lauded  for  diarrhoea,  especially  such 
as  result  from  putrifactive  ferments  and  rapid  septic  actions. 

For  sweating  feet,  use  Aude  Cologne  and  Bloodroot. 

Quinine  rubbed  in  lard,  says  an  exchange,   will  cure  pru- 
ritis  ani. 

Then  why  not  other  like  conditions?         Ed. 
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Yerba  Santa,  Pulsatilla,  and  Bryonia,  are  the  indicated 
remedies  for  Colds,  the  present  season. 

Dr.  Basori,  applies  the  tuning  fork  while  vibrating,  over 
the  course  of  the  painful  nerve,  in  neuralgias.  The  sitting 
usually  lasts  about  half  an  hour,  and  the  patient  is  generally 
relieved  without  further  treatment.     Cin.  Lan.  and  Clin. 

Sulpho-Carbolate  of  Soda,  is  recommended  ajs  an  anti- 
dote to  Bee  Sting. 

Two  cases  are  reported  of  opei-ations  where  the  penis  was 
amputated  for  carcinoma,  the  urethra  transplanted  to  the 
perineum  and  an  artificial  meatus  formed  there.  Both  cases 
said  to  have  been  successful. 

La  Ctdiurei  gives  the  following  simple  method  for  test- 
ing the  purity  of  drinking  water.  Fill  a  quart  bottle  two- 
thirds  full,  disolve  in  it  a  spoonful  of  pure  white  sugar  ;  cork 
well  and  let  stand  in  &  warm  place  48  hours,  if  it  remains 
clear,  'tis  good,  if  it  changes  color,  impurities  exist. 

Who  manufictures  the  Sugar  of  milk  that  is  commonly 
impure?  Surely  it  is  not  the  milks  fault.  Let  the  profes- 
sion correct  the  error  where  it  belongs,  and  cease  striking  in 
the  dark,  or  hiding  behind  mistaken  notions. 

All  exchange  furnishes  high  commendations  of  the  oil  of 
Cajeput  in  Eczemas  and  other  eruptive  diseases. 

Glacial  Acetic  acid,  is  said  to  be  a  certain  and  mild  cure 
for  waits. 

A  calculation  from  the  tenth  cesu^ii  shows  that  N.  H.,  of 
all  the  states,  is  most  favorable  to  old  age,  as  1  in  80  are 
*ihown  there  to  reach  100  ;  no  other  state  coming  near  that 
i-nte. 

Oleum  Gaultherise  for  Rheumatism  is  increasing  in  favor. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS. 

Vick's  Floral  (tuidk. — Here  it  is  again,  brighter  and  belter 
than  ever ;  the  cover  alone,  with  its  delicate  tinted  background 
and  its  dish  of  gracefully  arranged  flowers,  would  entitle  it  to  a 
permanent  place  in  every  home.  The  book  contains  three  beauti- 
ful colored  plates,  is  filll  of  illustraticms,  printed  on  the  best  of 
paper,  and  is  filled  with  just  such  information  as  is  required  by 
the  gardener,  the  fanner,  those  growing  plants,  and  every  one 
needing  seeds  or  plants.  The  price,  only  ten  cents,  can  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  first  order  sent  for  goods.  All  parties  any  way  inter- 
ested in  this  subject  should  send  at  once  to  James  Vick,  Rochested, 
N.  Y„  for  the  Floral  Guide. 

Bi-c'HLORiDE  OP  Methylese,   U8ED  IN  A  Jl'xker's  Inhaler  ,by  Jxo. 
H.  MclNrYRE  A.  Ai.,  M.  D.,  St.  Locis  Mo. 

An  interesting  epitome  on  this  subject,  being  a  reprint  from  St. 
Louis  Med  and  Surg  Jour. 

Glnxison  Colorado's  Bananza  County,  By  John  K.  Hollo  well  . 
Gesologist.     Papek,  168  pages,  price  50  cts.     Denver  Col. 

The  author  gives  in  this  work  an  interesting,  thiilling  narativc 
as  well  as  descriptive  treatise  on  the  rich  resources  and  wealth  of 
Uiis  providentially  favored  i)art  of  the  great  Colorado  Country. 

The  pen  pictures  that,  as  if  the  fortunate  child  of  the  *'iockics** 
pillowed  on  the  bosom,  as  Colorado's  happiest  offspring.  The 
author  is  a  faithful  exponent  and  ready  reference  authority  for 
any  who  may  feel  an  interest  in  that  region  or  desire  information. 

Birk's  Index  to  Medical  Subject.-s. — Adapted  to  the  special  use 
of  physicians  an<l  surgeons,  for  the  annotation  of  particular  ref- 
erences lo  mattei*s  found  in  text  books,  medical  treatise,  retro- 
spects, reviews,  journals,  tracts,  etc ;  and  for  the  entry  of  notes 
on  peculiar  diseases,  or  facts  culled  and  observations  made  in  ac- 
tual daih'  practice,  etc:  in  short  for  the  preser\ation  of  memoran- 
da concerning  whatever  the  physician  wishes  to  fix  in  mind,  or  lay 
by  for  ready  reference ;  comprising  the  patient  instantaneous-ref- 
erence, marginal  thumb-hole  cuts:  together  with  page-spaces 
scientifically  and  specially  arranged  to  the  needs  of  the  physician 
and  surgeon.     Price  $4.50. 
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This  work  \»  a  most  valuable  auxilary  to  the  sehoUarly  physician's 
work,  enableing  him  to  carry  the  ''^creme  de  la  rreme**  of  his  stu- 
dies, reading  and  observations,  if  not  directly  in  his  memory,  the 
next  to  that,  at  ready  reference  point. 

It  is  a  real  practi(!al  index  i-eview  of  medical  values,  combining 
the  excellencies  of  aid  to  defective,  or  over  taxed  memory.  *Tis 
brevity  and  utility,  in  a  nut  shell. 

The  Popi'LAR  SciENc  Moxthly,  for  1884. 

This  monthly  now  a  dozen  years  of  age,  was  conceived  unde* 
the  parent  thought  of  an  independent  science  advocate  and  cultur 
er,  such  its  mission  has  been  and  still  is 

Growing  with  the  greatly  increased  culture  of  strictly  scientific 
thought  and  developing  with  the  rapidly  unfolding's  of  natures 
unceasing  disclosures. 

To  science  must  we  look  for  all  valued  achievements  and  from 
it  expect  every  real  exhibit  of  mans  blessings. 

It  is  the  power  that  moves  onward  the  world,  that  vouches  safe 
the  well  of  all  and  supports  the  inestimable  resources  of  inexhaus- 
tible repletion.  The  Popular  Science  Monthly  is  the  exponent  of 
our  scientific  thinkers  and  wnters.  $5.00  per  annum,  I).  Apple- 
ton  &  Co,     Publishers  1.  3.  and  5.  Bond  St.  N.  Y. 

A  Digest  OF  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  Albert  Mekrell 
M.  D.,  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.  Phila.  Pa.  Cloth,  512  PAtiES. 
$4.00. 

The  authors  preface  succinctly  states  the  object  of  his  w^ork  in 
the  following  words,  ''to  present  a  condensed  statement  of  such 
essential  facts  pertaining  to  each  drug  therein  described,  as  will 
form  the  groundwork  for  their  rational  employment  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease. 

The  spirit  of  the  modern  investigator,  in  every  field  of  science, 
is  selective,  elective  or  truely  eclectic,  evincing  no  respect  for 
theory  or  practice,  however  aged,  which  does  not  invite  the  most 
rigid  examination  before  claiming  acceptance." 

The  author  makes  but  little  attempt  at  originality  outside  of  the 
expression  of  forms,  or  definite  strength  of  preparations. 

It  is  really  the  most  modern  of  works  ;  its  terseness  is  commen- 
dable ;  its  synoptical  and  directness  of  arrangmeiit,  lends  worth  to 
the  practitioner,  dispensing  pharmacist  and  tiie  reviewer. 
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St.  Louts  Stationery  &  Book  Co. 

•^t^LECTRA.'* — The  best  magazine  published  for  schools  and  col- 
leges, and  our  older  young  people.  No  other  magazine  is  special- 
ly devoted  to  their  literary  cultivation.  Its  aim  is  so  high  and  its 
l)ages  so  attitictive,  that  all  will  be  pleased. 

I.  M.  Leyburn,  Publisher,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Manual  of  General  Medicinal  Technology,    Including   Pre- 
scription Writing,  by  Edward  Curtis  M.  D.,  Wm.   Wood  & 

Co.  N.  Y.,  234  PAGES,  CLOTH. 

This  little  manual  is  a  tersely  composed  treatise  on  the  subjects 
refered  to  alone,  in  a  convenient  and  authoritive  sort  of  way  that 
re  nder  it  a  handy  conser\'ative  of  time  and  patience.  It  is  what 
many  want  and  most  need.     St.  Louis  Stationery*  &  Book  Co. 

Palliser,  Palliser  &  Co.  Architectual  Charts. 

There  are  a  series  of  designs  and  detailed  drawings,  illustrative 
of  a  very  large  scope  of  beautiful,  elegant,  unique  and  useful  de- 
signs. The  most  voluminous  effort  of  its  kind.  Surely  this  effort 
is  liberal,  beautiful,  interesting  and  valuable.      Bridgeport  Conn. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Eeucation,   1881  Gov.  Printinc; 

Office  Washington'  D.  C. 

A  volume  of  840  pages  of  compact  and  tabulated  information 
of  rare  and  developing  interest  and  instructive  to  the  Educator, 
Statemens,  Citizen,  Politition  and  scientist. 

Golden  Days,  Leads  them  all,  as  the  spiciest,  most  select  and 
strictly  commendable  reading  for  Boys  and  Girls.  Weekly,  $3.00 
a  year.  Elverson  Ed.  and  Pub.  Phila.  Penn. 

The  Pansy,  is  the  name  of  a  beautiful  spicy  and  highly  interest- 
ing weekly,  pure,  clear  aud  christian  like  in  tone  and  character. 
Ed.  by  Mr«  Alden.     D.  Lothrop  &  Co.  Pub.  Boston  Mass. 

NOTICES 


Attention  is  called  to  the  advertisement  in  this  No.,  of  Dr.  Har- 
ter's  Iron  Tonic,  which  hjis  reached  a  most  enviable  reputation  and 
acceptance  from  the  profession. 
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If  thou  bast  Truth  to  utter, 
Speak  it  boldly--  speak  It  all. 

aoiya:iya:TJ3srioA.Ti02srs. 


FUNCTIONAL  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN. 

-JAMES  EG  AN,  M.  D. 

The  treatment  which  has  been  found  curative  in  dysmen- 
orrhoea  is  that  which  acts  as  a  nervous  sedative  and  auti- 
s^pasmodic  as  well  as  a  uterine  tonic.  In  a  large  number  of 
cases  the  uterus  is  not  of  normal  size  but  diminutive. 

The  general  treatment  which  has  been  found  useful  in 
Araenorrhcea  holds  a  high  place  in  the  cure  of  dysmenorrhoea, 
we  refer  to  Electricity.  Dr.  W.  R.  D.  Blackwood  of  Phila. 
says  in  the  Phila.  Med.  Time«. 

''No  one  agent  nor  any  series  of  combined  remedies  has  been 
so  successful  or  so  satisfactory  to  me  as  electricity  in  all  the  vari- 
eties of  dysmenorrhoea ;  and  Vet,  in  view  of  the  undeniable  power 
to  relieve  pain  of  whatever  kind,  which  this  invaluable  therapeutic 
agent  is  known  to  process,  its  employment  here  has  been  signally 
neglected  even  by  those  who  make  medical  electricity  a  specialty. 
In  looking  over  a  dozen  works  on  electro-therapeutics  I  have  found 
in  them  few  subjects  which  have  received  less  attention,  and  many 
comparatively  trivial  ones  which  have  had  much  more.  My  own 
ideas  on  the  merits  of  electricity  are  resultant  upon  a  closely  ob- 
served list  of  carefully  recorded  examples  now  numeix)us  enough  to 
afford  stable  ground  fof  the   statement  I  make.  As  many  of  these 
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i-ases  (late  back  fifteen  years  and  as  the  greater  number  have  re- 
mained under  my  care  during  that  i>eriod,  I  have  had  ample  oi>- 
port unity  of  watching  the  permanence  of  the  results  obtained,  a 
matter  of  exceeding  importance,  for  a  goodl}  proportion  of  them 
had  l^een  more  or  less  benefitted  by  treatment  at  the  hands  of 
physicians  before  coming  into  my  charge  the  improvement  in  their 
condition  being  transito'y." 

** Electrization  of  the  uterus  or  ovaries  must  l>e  accomplished 
b}  direct  applications.  The  plan  usually  adopted  of  sending  the 
current  through  the  abdomen  by  ])lacing  one  reophore  upon  the 
hypogastrui^i  and  the  other  over  the  sacrum  is  useless,  the  current 
traversing  almost  entirely ^th«-8WTntP<Mi^i'ic^«l  muscles,  especially 
in  faradization.  The  jM?i^j^merRt)ft  w  f(jr|fr8ie  a  bifurcated  conduc- 
ting cord  for  one  ix)li(,^cb  whii4h,to'^spon^&/bolders  are  attached, 
one  of  which  is  apptlfed.tOittedj>ajog({|^'unjj^  nnd  the  other  to  the 
lumber  spine.  TheJ^  other  pole  is  then  appiifd,  through  suitable 
r.^ophoresj  to  the  extei'y)r  of  tlT'(?^'ervLx|*.tj/the  cenical  canal  at 
any  desired  i)oint,  to  the ' fii@((5fj^,brt^^e  ovary,  which  can  be 
reached  near  enough  by  puSliiiig  Ttfe  instrument  well  up  on  either 
side  of  the  cenix.  In  retroflexion  or  vei'son,  one  reophore  may 
be  applied  through  the  rectum,  and  in  antero  displacement  it  can 
be  directed  through  the  bladder." 

J.  Dixon  Maun,  reports  cases  of  dysineiiorrhoeu  cured  by 
use  of  the  constant  <;urrent  of  twenty  cells.  This  was  used 
for  ten  minutes  three  times  a  week. 

By  persistent  use  of  the  sanie  agents  and  undeveloped 
uterus  one  and  live-eights  inch  long  urew  to  the  lenuth  of 
two  and  three-eights  inches.  The  patient,  a  girl  of  twenty 
years,  then  began  to  menstruate  for  the  first  time. 

Assuming  the  curative  power  of  either  the  galvanic  or 
faradic  current  and  we  believe  there  can  be  no  doubt  upon 
this  point  it  cannot  be  practiced  upon  young  and  unmarried 
women  until  constitutional  treatment  has  been  tried  and 
found  futile.  No  local  exploration  is  justifiable  until  it  is 
clearly  apparent  that  there  is  no  other  resource.  As  will 
hereafter  appear  we  have  a  remedy  which  almost  never  fails 
and  as  young  unmarried  women  are  seldom  the  subjects  of 
local  disease  which  demands  topical  treatment  there  is  no 
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call  forelet'tircal  treatment  until  general  treatment  has  been 
fairly  te>ted.  We  eannot  condemn  too  severely  specular 
exaniination  in  pere<ons  unmarried  or  married  unless  circum- 
stances render  it  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  life  and 
health. 

Anodynes  and  nervous  sedatives  have  been  used  to  relieve 
the  pain  at  the  menstrual  period.  Opium,  Morphia,  Codeia 
and  Svapnia  may  he  administered  in  full  dose.  Chloroform 
and  Ether  are  equally  effective.  These  remedies  have  no 
effect  upon  the  diseases  but  simply  control  I  the  pain.  The 
specific  Tincture  Pulsatilla  has  been  highly  lauded  in  two 
drop  doses  every  hour.  Dr.  A.  H.  Smith  looks  upon  it  as 
a  specific.  Latterly  arsenic  has  been  recommended  by  Dr. 
Atthill.  Dr.  Comsly  of  New  York  thinks  calomel  a  specific 
and  has  published  a  list  of  cures  by  that  poison.  While  he 
attributes  the  relief  to  the  mercury,  we  consider  that  the 
effect  was  due  to  the  opium  with  which  it  was  combined.  In 
cases  where  the  source  of  the  trouble  was  the  ovaries  the 
Bromides  have  been  found  most  useful. 

Dr.  N.  S,  Davis  of  Chicago  prescribes. 

R     Am.  hydro  chlo.  3iii 

Tinct.  Strammonii. 3ss 

Tinct.  Cimcifuga  rac ^jss 

Syrup  Glycyrrhiza Jij 

8ig.     A  teaspoonful  three  times  daily.         or 

B     Acidi  Salycilic 3iii 

Sodii  Bicarbonates 3ii 

'Rnct.  Stramx^pnii. 

Vine  Colcliici  Radicis,  of  each 3iv  • 

Glycerine 3j 

Aqu8B   5iii 

Sig.     A  teaspoonful  four  times  daily  in  water. 

When  the  pain  and  soreness  extends  to  the  ovaries  Prof. 

Davis  has  succeeded  with  these  formula  in  a  large  number 

of  cases.     He  recommends  that  patients  place  themselves 

in  the  knee  and  chest  position  three  or  four  times  a  day  for 
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a  few  minutes,  thus  throwing  the  uterus  by  force  of  gnivity 
into  its  natural  position. 

Professor  J.  B.  Fowns  gives  of  Paris  urges 

B     Powdered  Valerian ^ 3iii 

Laudanum xm. 

Warm  Water Jviii 

Sig.     As  a  rectal  enema  in  conjunction  with  baths  and  an- 
tispasmodics. 

Sometimes  both  Bromides  and  Opiates  are  united  in  one 
prescription  as 

R     Chloral  Hydrate 

Potassii  Brom.  of  each 3ii 

Morphia  Sulphate grs. jss 

Syrup  Aurantic  Cortices ^iij 

Sig.     A  desertspoonful  in  a  wineglass  of  water  ever}'  four 
hours  while  in  pain. 

The  following  from  the  Med.  Gazette. 

B     Tinct.  Cannabis  Indica xxm. 

Spiritus  Juniperi xxxm. 

Spiritus  Etheris xjvm. 

Tinct.  Aconite   x  m. 

Mucilag  Acasiae  q.  s. 

Mix.     Sig.     For  a  draught  at  bed  time. 

The  treatment  of  membraneous  dysmenorrhcea  is  similar 
to  that  of  uncomplicated  form.  In  Vol.  18  of  the  Medical 
Record,  Page  577,  Dr.  Mary  Putnam  Jacob  says. 

''That  the  pathology  of  membraneous  d3'smenorrhwa  had  re- 
ceived a  great  deal  of  life  from  the  researches  of  Drs.  George  and 
Frances  Haggar  of  England.  They  found  in  the  uterine  mucous 
membrane  of  all  the  mamalian  animals  which  they  examined  a  'de- 
posit* of  embiyouic  tissue  existing  under  the  epethelium.  To  the 
formative  activity  of  this  tissue  was  due  the  development  of  the 
mucous  membrane  at  the  beginning  of  pregnancy.  She  had  oc- 
casion to  study  it  in  the  uterus  of  rabbits.  A  lesser  degree  of 
formative  activity  in  this  same  tissue  than  is  aroused  in  pregnanc>' 
provides  for  the  production  of  the  superficial  laj'era  of  mucous 
membrane  which  desquamate  in  menstruation.     In  endometritis. 
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as  in  other  inflammations,  this  enbrvonie  tissue  was  in  excess,  a 
fact  which  explained  many,  if  not  all  the  83'mptoms  of  the  <lisease. 
A  continuous  succession  of  stages  might  be  traced  from  the  thick- 
ened raucous  membrane  of  ordinary  endometritis  to  that  degree 
of  excess  in  the  paroxysmal  formative  actively  of  the  embr^'onie 
tissue,  which  led  to  the  development  of  a  membrane  necessarily 
extruded  as  a  foreign  bod}'  as  soon  as  its  growth  was  arrested  by 
terminations  of  the  paroxysm. 

The  Drs.  Haggar  believed  that  the  nervous  influences  pi*esiding 
over  that  plastic  process  emanated  from  the  same  source  in  the 
case  of  the  dysmenorrhneal  and  of  the  normal  decidua,  viz,  from 
the  ovary.  Membraneous  dj'smenorrhoja  was  a  highly  aggravate<i 
endometritis,  dependent  ultimately  upon  a  8i)ecial  form  of  ovarian 
irritation,  in  which  the  most  characteristic  function  of  the  ovarian 
uer\'es  was  called  into  play  by  an  abnormal  instead  of  a  normal 
stimulus." 

There  is  no  specific  for  any  disjease  but  we  have  remedies 
which  pailakes  of  that  character  HvS  nearly  as  it  i&  possible 
so  to  do.  There  are  two  drugs  invaluable  to  the  physician 
ill  the  treatment  of  constitutional  dysmenorrhoea.  They 
have  both  a  specific  action  upon  the  uterus.  What  is  sing- 
ular is  that  they  were  not  discovered  by,  hut  forced  upon 
the  profession  by  the  evidence  of  l)enefit  derived  from  do- 
mestic use.  It  was  only  when  they  became  so  popular  among 
the  people  that  the  profession  condescended  to  bestow  a 
careful  study  upon  them.  They  are  the  Viburnum — Pru- 
iiif4)lium  and  Opulus. 

Dr.  E.  W.  Jenks  thought  so  highly  of  Viburnum  Pruni- 
folium  that  he  deemed  it  of  .sufficient  inportance  to  bring  it 
to  the  notice  of  the  Genecological  Society  in  a  special  paper 
on  the  subject.  Dr.  Phares,  the  distinguished  botanist, 
who  has  used  it  extensively,  calls  it  nervine,  antisptismodic, 
tonic,  astringent,  and  diuretic.  It  is  of  the  utmost  benefit 
in  colic,  cramp,  palpitation,  and  other  affections  incident  to 
the  puerperal  state,  or  consequent  upon  a  diseased  condition 
of  the  uterus.  As  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Jenks  of  Detroit,  its 
especial  value  is  in  preventing  abortion  or  misscarriage  wheth- 
er habitual  or  traumatic.     It  is  said  to  be  an  antedote  to  vi- 
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olcnt  eiDiiHiiagogues.  As  a  remedy  in  painful  menstruation 
it  i-  very  valuable  but  inferior  to  the  Viburnum  Opulus. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Munn  says  in  reference  to  this  drug  (Boston 
Med.  and  Surg,  Journal.)  "It  appears  to  him  to  act  di- 
rectly and  specifically  upon  the  special  nerves  of  the  uterus 
as  a  true  nerve  seAitive."'  He  has  had  several  violent  cases 
of  dysmenorrhoea,  being  accompanied  by  epileptiform  con- 
vulsions of  a  severe  type  and  in  each  and  almost  every  case 
he  has  seen  almost  magical  relief  following  the  use  of  the 
Fluid  Extract  of  Viburnum  Prunifolium.  He  had  failed  to 
perceive  any  action  on  the  general  system,  the  whole  force 
of  the  medicine  appearing  to  be  directed  to  the  uterus  and 
its  system  of  nerves.  When  the  i)ul8e  has  been  high  from 
nervous  excitement,  and  the  temperature  centres  in  the 
brain  have  been  temporarily  paralyzed,  allowing  sudden  rise 
in  temperature  from  nervous  excitement,  both  pulse  and 
temperature  hiive  fallen  to  the  normal  as  the  uterine  pain 
has  been  relieved.  His  cases  have  been  aggravated  ones, 
many  of  them  have  been  sent  to  Sunnyside  on  the  verge  of 
insanity. 

What  a  graphic  eulogy  upon  the  medicinal  virtues  of  the 
plant.  The  picture  is  not  overdrawn  as  can  be  vcmched  for 
by  hundreds  of  physicians  and  thousands  of  women  who 
have  used  it  without  prescription  from  any  physician. 

Still  more  important  and  efficacious  in  dysmenorrhoea  is 
the  Viburnum  Opulus,  more  commonly  known  as  cramp 
bark  or  High  cranberry.  The  bark  of  the  shrub  is  what  is 
used  in  medicine.  Viburnum  Opulus  is  an  antispasmodic 
and  nervine,  and  while  exerting  great  power  in  relaxing 
muscular  rigidity  and  contraction,  it  yet  exerts  a  still  great- 
er influence  as  a  uterine  tonic,  imparting  tone  and  strength 
to  the  female  organs  of  ireneration. 

In  dysmenorrlioea  we  have  the  most  opposite  conditions  ; 
in  some  the  flow  is  scanty  in  others  profuse.  One  of  the 
remarkable  peculiarities  of  Viburnum  Opulus  is  its  bene- 
ficial effect  in  these  two  opposite  conditions.  In  what  man- 
ner it  acts  I  cannot  say  but  the  clinical  fact  is  true. 
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Viburnum  Prunifolium  isoflScinal  in  theU.  S.  Pbarmaco, 
peia  and  is  therefore  better  known.  Viburnum  Opulua  pos- 
sesses siraihir  propeities  but  in  a  higher  degree  and  of  the 
two,  is  to  be  prefered. 

Viburnum  Opulus  was  a  remedy  well  known  and  used 
among  the  Indians.  From  them  the  whites  gained  a  knowl- 
edge of  its  medicinal  virtues  and  for  over  a  hundred  years 
it  has  retained  its  fame  in  domestic  practice.  The  fresh 
bark  ought  to  he  used  as  age  deprives  it  of  its  active  prin- 
ciples and  it  becomes  inert.  It  may  be  used  in  either  small 
or  large  doses  as  it  is  equally  efficacious  in  either  way. 

Where  pregnancy  is  attended  with  frequent  attacks  of  spasmod- 
ic cramps,  called  false  pains,  which  tortures  the  woman  no  little 
nntil  it  can  be  relieved,  this  remedy  affords  speedy  relief.  It  it 
of  great  value  in  post  partum  pains  in  which  it  should  be  given 
after  each  pain  in  doses  of  30  or  40  drops  of  the  Fluid  Extract.  It 
is  also  a  valuable  remedy  in  cramps  of  the  limbs  with  which  many 
women  suffer  when  pregnant.  It  prevents  miscarriages  or  abor- 
tion. It  affords  relief  in  protracted  and  painful  labors  and  from 
this  circumstance  is  called  'Mothers  Relief.' 

The  virtues  of  Viburnum  Opulus  have  been  known  to 
many  physicians  in  the  east  for  the  last  fifty  years  and  thir- 
ty years  since  Dr.  W.  R.  Hayden  of  New  York  made  it  the 
base  of  his  'Viburnum  Compound'  which  he  used  so  suc- 
cessfully in  practice.  The  formula  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  N.  Y.  Pharmaceutical  Co.  Bedford  Mineral  Springa 
Mass.  by  whom  the  same  is  manufactured  and  sold  for  phy- 
sicians prescriptions  only,  under  the  name  of  Haydens  "Vi- 
burnum Compound.  Since  its  introduction  over  500  physi- 
cians have  testified  to  its  great  value  and  it  is  in  constant 
use  by  distinguished  gynecologists  in  the  United  States. 

Viburnum  Opulus,  though  still  insufficient,  through  the 
unsolicited  enconiums  bestowed  upon  Haydens  Viburnum 
Compound,  has  excited  the  curiosity  of  the  profession  and 
Dr.  E.  M.  Purdy  Ex  President  of  the  N.  Y.  County  Medi- 
cal Society  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  before  the  Materia 
Medica  Society,  a  copy  of  which  appeared  in  the  N.  Y.  Med. 
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Jour.     I  insert  2111  ul>.str:icl  of  the  paper  as  reported  in  Med. 
Record  Vol.  23  Page  18«. 

The  genus  Viburnum  of  the  natural  order  Caprefoliaxcae  furn- 
ishes two  plants  used  in  medicine  Viburnum  Prunifolium  and  Opu- 
lus.  The  first  has  been  quite  extensively  used,  is  described  by 
numerous  observera  and  has  obtained  a  place  in  the  revision  of 
theU-  S.  Pharmacopeia.  The  second  has  received  but  little  pi'o- 
fessional  notice  and  its  literature  is  meagre  and  unsatisfactory. 
Believing  the  Viburnum  Opulus  to  be  more  certain  in  its  action 
than  its  companion  of  the  same  group,  the  author  profered  to  pre- 
sent some  points  in  its  history  and  some  of  the  clinical  results  of 
its  use  in  dysraenorrhoea.  Refering  to  its  therapeutic  properties 
and  uses,  the  author  quoted  Hale  who  lands  high  cranbeiry  as  a 
powerful  antispasmodic.  It  is  very  effective  in  relaxing  cramps 
and  spasms  of  all  kinds,  as  Asthma,  Hysteria,  Cramps  of  the  limbs 
and  other  parts  in  females.  It  is  said  to  be  highly  beneficial  to  those 
who  are  subject  to  convulsions  during  the  last  month  of  gestation. 
In  the  treatment  of  dysmenorrhoja  for  which  this  remedy  is  espe- 
cially indicated,  Hale  prescribes  of  the  tinctui-e  a  few  drops  daily 
for  a  week  previous  to  the  expected  ])eriod.  When  the  pains  be- 
gins he  gives  it  every  half  hour,  or  every  quaiterif  they  be  severe. 
He  has  found  it  equally  useful  for  the  severe  false  pains  preceding 
normal  labor  and  often  rendering  the  womans  life  a  torture  for 
weeks.  In  after  pains  it  is  of  great  value  and  should  be  given 
after  each  pain.  Hale  claims  that  it  will  prevent  miscarriages  if 
given  before  the  membranes  are  injured  and  when  the  pains  are 
spasmodic  and  threatening.  In  constitutional  dysmenor.hoea  Hale 
has  yet  to  meet  with  a  sing/e  case  in  which  it  has  failed  to  cure. 
Hale  says.  So  confident  have  I  been  of  its  marvelous  iK)wers  that 
I  have  taken  pains  to  look  up  some  old  cases  that  I  had  dismissed 
years  ago  as  incurable  in  order  to  test  the  remedy  on  them.  In 
eveiy  instance  so  far  it  has  cui-ed  these  obstinate  cases.  Its  sphere 

OF  ACTION  SEEMS  TO  COVEK  THE  SAME  GROUND  AS  GALVANISM. 

Dr.  Meyer  states  that  Viburnum  Opulus  and  Viburnum 
Prunifolium  seem  to  be  antispasmodic  and  to  have  a  specific 
action  upon  the  uterus.  He  only  uses  the  former.  Its  em- 
ployment has  convinced  him  that  it  is  a  uterine  sedative 
and  a  remedy  for  dysmenorrhoea  and  the  commonly  associ- 
ated spinal  irritations. 
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The  ()l)Je(lioii  to  ilu»  use  of  the  vil)urnuni  in  the  form  of 
fluid  extract  and  tincture,  is  the  disagreeable  taste  which 
impels  patients  to  refuse  the  remedy.  This  objection  does 
not  apply  t«»  Vil)urnnm  Compound.  Finding  that  the  good 
effects  are  increased  l)\  association  with  other  uterine  tonics 
Dr.  W.  R.  Hayden  made  a  combination  of  the  l)est  known 
and  imwerful  of  these  associated  with  the  Viburnum  Opulus  ; 
and  making  and  disguising  the  taste  hud  smell  by  pleasunt 
correctiveb  has  furnished  the  profession  with  a  mixture 
which  13  acceptable  to  the  most  fastideous  palate. 

No  physician  who  has  once  employed  Viburnum  Com- 
pound in  his  practice  will  on  any  consideration  he  without 
it  in  his  pocket  case  for  emergencies.  It  is  a  safe  and  re- 
liable prepai'ation  which  has  been  tested  by  thousands  of 
physicians  for  the  past  twenty  years  with  more  s-satisf action 
to  them  and  their  pjitients  than  any  one  or  all  other  reme- 
dies in  the  Materia  Medica,  for  dysmenoi'rhoea  menorrhagia, 
*  convulsions,  rigors  threatening  aboition,  after  pains,  in- 
somnia, ovaritis,  nervous  excitability,  mental  depression 
uterine  debility  and  all  interna]  pain  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels.  It  relieves,  calms,  .soothes  without  narcotizing  or 
stupefying  the  patient,  or  leaving  any  unpleasant  sequelae, 
a  decidiratum  seldom  attained  in  the  administration  of  pa- 
tent drugs.  No  special  caution  is  required  in  its  adminis- 
tration and  an  overdose  will  not  poison  or  endanger  life. 

The  Viburnum  Compound  often  induces  long  and  quiet 
sleep,  fr<lm  which  the  patient  awakens  refreshed,  the  head 
clear,  and  the  nervous  system  invigorated  by  its  tonic  in- 
fluences, which  is  never  the  case  after  taking  narcotics. 

In  all  forms  of  internal  pain  in  both  sexes,  the  most 
prompt  relief  is  obtained  in  a  few  minutes.  In  Diarrhoea, 
Cholera  Morbus,  Cholera,  Cramps,  Spasms,  Colic  and  ner- 
vous excitement,  physicians  will  appreciate  its  happy  effects 
upon  their  patients. 

The  Viburnum  Compound,  contains  no  preparation  of 
Opium  or  other  narcotic,  and  may  be  administered  freely 
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in  doses  of  one  to  two  tea-spoonfuls,  and  lepeated  every 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  without  any  unpleasant  aftei- 
effects,  or  causing  an}'  anxiety  in  the  mind  of  the  pivscriher 
of  havinir  given  an  overdose.  The  Vil)urniini  Compound 
is  as  essential  in  the  physicians  visitin«r  case  as  Morphia  ov 
Quinia,  and  it  will  ))e  so  appreciated.  It  is  not  offensive 
to  the  taste  or  stomach,  and  is  ac<'ej)tal)h'  to  children. 

Gexkral  Directions.  Dose  for^adults,  from  one-half 
to  two  teaspoonfuls  in  a  tahlespoonful  of  hot  water  or  milk, 
and  repeat  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  in  acute  cjises, 
until  relief  is  obtained.  In  other  cases  a  teaspoonful  two 
or  three  times  a  day  will  he  sufficient.  For  infants,  five  to 
ten  drops  in  hot  milk. 

Should  any  information  be  desired  regarding  Viburnum 
Ccnnpound  address  connnunications  to  New  York  Pharma- 
ceutical Company,  Bedford  Mineral  Springs  Mass. 


DRKI. 

B.  ACIIELOU. 


"Pr  ve  all  thfiiK-,  liofd  f«Hi  thai  which  Ih  gocul.**    (Ed.) 

Is  Hindo^tanic  or  the  eastern  Asiatic  word  for  the  infec- 
tion that  is  in  the  mad-stone 

Budha  is  Arabic  or  western  Asia ;  some  writei-s  spell  it 
Voudeau.  It  takes  the  pure  blooded  african  tongue  with 
lips  about  half  an  inch  thick  and  well  turned  out  to  give  it 
the  right  pronunciation.  In  Greek  it  is  Dragon  ;  in  Latin 
Diabolo  ;  and  in  Hebrew  Urim.  It  was  one  of  the  infections 
in  the  breast  plate  worn  by  the  Jewish  priest,  together  with 
the  Ephod ;  the  other  the  Thumim  was  from  the  same  orig- 
inal source  but  manipulated  differently  in  order  to  give  the 
women,  juftt  a  little  slightly  frail,  the  sporadic  form  of 
syphilid. 

This  infection  has  been  the  confusion,  the  wonder  and 
:fdmiration  of  the  woi'ld,  since  the  day   Noah  left  the  Ark 
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down  to  the  prosiMit  time.  It  is  as  we  tiiul  it  in  the  state 
of  nature  the  foibidden  fiuit  <»f  the  Garden  of  Eden,  the 
long  h)st  but  dilligentlv  sought  after  Elixir  of  Youth,  On 
E<ryi)tian  monuments  and  among  all  heriogly|')hiey  its  sym- 
bols <»r  character  is  an  imaging  or  symbolieal  animal  with 
a  feline  head  the  f(»re  feet  are  baettian  or  lizzaid  feet,  the 
breasts  and  belly  are  those  of  a  woman,  the  tail  is  that  of  a  tad- 
pole, the  right  hind  foot  is  a  canine  foot,  the  left  is  a  goats 
foot;  that  must  always  be  partially  hidden  behind  the  dog 
foot. 

The  Jewish  symbol  was  the  cherubim,  no  sculptured  or 
well  preserved  tradition  of  this  symlK)!  is  in  existence.  Un- 
less the  Bible  is  a  fraud,  both  the  old  and  the  new  Testiment, 
there  certainly  was  some  sin  that  was  the  sin  of  witchcraft. 
Moses  says  Exodus  "xxii,  xviii,  '*Thou  shalt  not  suffer  a 
witch  to  live,"  in  the  new  Testiment  Galatians  iii,  i,  "Oh 
foolish  Galatians  who  hath  bewitched  you,"  and  again,  the 
sin  of  ingratitude  is  worj^e  than  the  sin  of  witchcraft.  The 
reader  is  now  ready  to  exclaim  well  please  tell  us  what  has 
witch-craft  to  do  with  the  infection  that  is  in  the  madstone. 

It  has  a  very  great  deal  to  do  with  the  subject,  for  the 
reason,  that  when  we  find  what  it  is  that  is  in  the  mad-stone 
that  cures  hydrophobia  we  get  the  secret  of  the  eherem,  or 
charm,  by  which  the  jew  cured  leprosy,  hydrophobia,  yellow 
fever,  and  other  diseases  and  by  which  the  witches  worked 
their  magic  cjjarms,  and  put  the  devil  in  people.  We  know 
now  what  the  api)les  of  mandrakes  weie  that  Reuben  found 
in  the  harvest  tield  and  brought  t(»  his  mother  Leah,  that 
made  her  again  fruitful,  and  they  are  as  potent  today  for 
the  same  purpose  as  they  were  three  thousand  years  ago. 

The  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  has  been  rich  in 
discoveries  that  astonishes  the  world,  and  to  the  poor  un- 
fortunate creatures  who  are  suffering  from  leprosy  in  Egypt, 
India,  China,  the  Sandwitch  Islands  and  Central  America, 
a  cure  for  leprosy  is  worth  more  to  tiiem  than  the  telegraph 
or  the  telephone,  the  photograph  or  the  sewing  machine. 
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Studying  the  science  (»f  sporadic  and  infectious  disea:!:es 
has  just  commenced  to  devehipe  results,  us  soon  as  it  is  geii- 
enilly  or  universaly  known,  what  it  is  that  produces  yeUow 
fever,  any  man  of  scientific  ability  of  a  high  order,  can  go 
into  the  fields  and  pick  up  the  apples  of  mandrakes,  the 
Elixir  of  Youth,  without  asking  any  questions  or  studying 
any  other  book  than  the  Bible.  We  propose  in  another  num- 
ber of  the  journal  to  explain  how  the  Drei  cures  hydropho- 
bia, leprosy,  yellow  fever  &c,  and  will  close  this  article  by 
explaining  why  the  Scotch  call  the  devil  old  clooty  and  why 
he  keeps  his  cloven  foot  hid  behind  hi.^  dog  foot.  Every- 
thing pertainingto  this  subject  was  kept  a  profound  mysteiy 
from  the  day  Noah  left  the  Ark.  All  commentators  freely 
acknowledge  themselves  ignorant  of  what  the  tree  of  the 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil  was,  or  was  its  fruit,  what  was 
the  serpent  that  talked  to  Eve  in  the  garden,  how  the  living 
oracle  answered  when  they  inquired  of  God  what  the  Cebir, 
or  the  Urim  and  Thumini  was.  They  neither  knew  what 
the  Cherubim  or  the  mercy  seat  was. 

The  serpent  in  the  garden  of  Eden  was  the  pre  Adamite 
Snake,  never  could  talk,  they  never  had  either  the  vocal 
organs  or  the  intellect.  When  Mother  Eve  saw  the  fruit 
was  pleasant  to  the  eye  and  to  be  desired  to  make  one  wise, 
she  saw  the  efPect  it  had  on  the  i)re  Adamite  monkey  girls ; 
it  made  nice  modest  girls  of  them.  By  recur le nee  to  this 
inf taction,  artiKcially  producing  a  disease  of  the  genitals, 
which  ijecame  hcieditary,  they  changed  their  nature  from 
the  animal  or  monkey  nature,  to  the  hunnni  nature,  and 
were  thus  fortified  by  nature  against  the  delirium  or  frenzy 
that  attacks  animals  under  the  infiuence  of  the  sexual  pas- 
sion. When  a  person  is  bewitched  they  are  again  subjected 
to  this  delirium.  Because  the  pre  Adamite  used  this  infec- 
tion they  were  given  the  name  a|)plied  indiscriminately  to 
all  infections,  or  a  virus  of  any  kind;  a  snake  has  a  virus 
and  got  the  same  mime.  The  original  pre  Adamite  was  a 
l)ure  animal,  to  be  possessed  of  the  Devil  was  to  be  applied 
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with  un  iiniauil  frenzy,  or  furor.  In  the  Drsigon  the  goats 
foot  represent  the  infection  hybridized  in  the  milk,  the 
c:it8  head,  the  saliva  of  a  eat,  in  the  Aqua  Toffano  or  water 
of  Tophet,ihe  Bactrian  feet  syin!K)l8  the  scales  in  leprosy, 
the  breasts  of  the  woman  symbols  nursing  children,  the 
l>elly  of  the  woman  the  effects  of  the  l)itter  water  in  jealou- 
sy, the  dogs  foot  love  of  foundling. 


RATIONAL  MEDICATION. 

J.  A.  MILLEtt.  D.   D.,  M.  D. 


Chapt.  I.  Exordium. 

During  the  last  year  of  intensified  activities,  literary  and 
professional,  I  had  fully  contemplated,  this  year  enjoying 
a  season  c^f  rest,  having  entered  the  arena  of  public  life  in 
1846,  and  never  having  left  it  for  a  single  day  in  all  these 
years,  I  began  to  feel  that  rest  was  essential  knd  intensely 
desinible ;  and  looking  back  over  the  field  of  life  thus  far 
passed  through,  a.id  the  labor  performed,  the  truth  promul- 
gat^'d  and  defended,  theological,  literary,  scientific  and  med- 
ical, I  felt  as  though  I  was  entitfed  to  rest.  This  desire  was 
no  doubt  stimulated  by  the  fact  that  Reforms  are  necessari- 
ly slow  of  progress,  reformers  often  offensive,  an  individual 
effort  to  stem  and  correct  the  tide  of  popular  error  is  weak, 
feeble  and  often  aborted,  seldom  approved,  and  frequently 
denounced  and  condemned,  truths  arising  out  of  the  very 
nature  things,  as  all  truths  do,  are  traduced  and  misrepre- 
sented, their  propigators  ostracized  as  ignorant  fanatics  ; 
their  motions  impeached,  till  reformer  and  mailyr  are  al- 
most sysnonymous  terms.  But  in  the  face  of  all  this  there 
is  the  sustaining  consolation,  that — 

'^Truth  crushed  to  earth  will  rise  again. 
The  eternal  years  of  God,  are  hers, 
While  error,  wounded,  writhes  in  pain. 
And  dies,  amidst  her  worshipers." 
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Hence  the  eternity  of  truths  and  the  certainty  of  it»  vlfi- 
mate  triiinip/i,  .stimulated  the  advance  guard  of  medical  re- 
form to  still  labor  for  the  |)ropigation  and  advancement  of 
a  Kational  Svstem  of  Medicine.  A  true  reformer  can  only 
rest  when  his  work  is  ended.     He  can  only — 

Rest,  as  on  the  battle  field  ; 
Girded,  grasping  sword  and  shield. 
His  must  ])e — a  watchful  sleep, 
Wearier  than  anothers  waking, 
Such  a  charge  as  he^  does  keep, 
Brookes  no  moment  of  forsaking 

Stricken  humanity  is  suffering,  dying  all  around  him,  si- 
lence is  criminal,  it  is  equivalent  to  witholding  the  cooling 
diaught  from  fevered  lips,  the  bread  of  life  from  the  starv- 
ing, the  elirix  vita  from  the  dying. 

A  recognition  of  these  facts  have  induced  reconsideration 
and  led  nie  to  decide  to  use  my  i)en,  voice  and  influence  still 
for  national  Medication,  untrammeled  by  human  edicts  and 
unawed  by  human  frowns. 

Who  then  on  this  basis,  of  any,  and  all  schools  will  join 
our  ranks,  not  to  enjoy,  but  to  endure,  to  suffer,  in  wage- 
ing  unending  war  on  quackery,  empiricism,  uncertain  irri- 
tional  medication,  though  sustained  by  the  edicts  of  kings 
and  upheld  by  the  authority  of  nations. 

A  few  on  this  continent  have  thus  unsheathed  tTie  swcu'd 
of  medical  truth,  and  throw  the  scabl)ord  away  resolved  to 
concjuor  or  fall,  or  falling  to  con<pior,  friends  to  all,  ene- 
n)ies  to  name  ;  but  everhisting  foes  to  error,  or  any  system 
of  speculative  ^^gutsfiing,^^  where  hunum  life  and  human 
happiness  are  involved.  Our  motto  is  demonstration,  as 
AX  esskntial  basis  for  any  system  of  medication. 

Dietetics,  hygiene,  therapeutics,  must  all  hQ  demonstrated^ 
before  they  can  be  incor[)()rated  in  a  Rational  System  of 
Medicine.  Experimcnt;ition  must  thus  take  place,  in  order 
to  se^-ure  demon>Htration.  But  experimentation,  is  to  a  sys- 
tem of  Kational    medicine,   what   (juarrying  the  stone  is  to 
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the  finished,  beautiful  structure;  it  is  antecedent,  to  it — 
pi-eparatory  for  it — yet  seperated  from  it,  and  constitutes 
no  inteirral  jpart  of  it.  This  is  the  mistake  of  all  medical 
schools  as  at  present  conj^tituted.  Allopathy,  Homceophy 
and  Eclettism,  all  incorporate  experimentation,  as  a  part 
of  their  .system  of  medication — hence,  all  admit  their  sys- 
tems^as  a  "Theory"  a  speculation — a  presumption — a  sys- 
tem of  •*guessing" — *'gussing,"  where  human  life,  health 
and  happiness  are  involved.  But  vve  may  he  asked — How 
lanie  Rational  medicine  to  be  a  science,  if  it  is  a  science  at 
all?  We  reply  by  ascertaining 

(1)  What  IS  A  SCIENCE?  Herbert  Spencer  says-" Science 
is  simply  an  higher  development  of  connnon  knowledge."* 
Professor  Huxley  says,  "The  science  of  any  subject,  is  the 
highest  and  most  exact  knowledge  on  that  subject. "t  Now 
if  this  iscorrect,  and  it  is;  then  the  "highest  and  most  exact 
knowledge"  of  medicine,  is  a  science^  and  who  will  venture 
the  assertion  that  this  science,  is  not  Rational?  Hence  Ra- 
tional medication,  being  the  "highest  and  most  exact  know- 
ledge of  medicine,  is  a  science — a  system  of  demonstrated 
medical  facts,  carefully  collected,  and  systematically  arran- 
iced,  easy  of  comprehension,  and  simple  in  their  application. 

Thus  a  system  of  medicine  with  its  essential  corner  stone 
laid  in  the  rational  soul  of  man,  and  its  pyramedial  tower 
constructed  by  a  systematic  reasoning  process,  till  its  final 
cope-stone  is  set  in  the  ^'highest  kjioivledge''  is  not  only  a 
science,  per  see  or  else  there  is  no  science  beneath  the  sun, 
and  if  so,  any  system  of  medicine  which  has  not  attained 
the  dignity  of  a  science  is  not  rational — but  irrational, 
uncertain,  impervious  and  absurd. 

Neither  is  a  Rational  system  of  medicine  one  of  the  "in- 
exact sciences,"  falsely  so  called,  for  anything  inexact,  is 
not  a  science  at  all.  For  if  by  any  intellectual  process  we 
can  discover  its  inexactness,  this  process  is  higher  than  the 


*See  his  First  Principles,  p.  18. 
tPhysiology  p.  11. 
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iiioxactiu\ss  di-covnvd.  Tlieivfoiv  the  inexnrtness,  is  not  a^ 
hiii:h  jistlie  knovvledjre  wliici)  discovers  it — hencx*,  is  not  the 
"'hiirhesl  knowledire  of  that  subject" — i,  e,  is  not  a  .s<Meni'e. 
An  '^inexact  science",  is  a  contradiction  of  terms,  contrarv 
to  the  |)hih)lojry  of  hinguaire,  and  the  u,seft  loqimnU  of  tht' 
same,  and  can  have  no  application  in  medicine  whatever, 
for  if  medicine  is  inexact,  it  is  not  a  science,  and  if  it  is  a 
science,  it  is  not  inexact — So  that  term  is,  and  ever  must 
be  excluded  fron)  the  domain  of  medicine.  But  aiv  we  ask- 
ed, what  do  ycni  mean. 

(2)  By  Rational  Medication.  The  term  ^-^RationaV'* 
is  derived  from  the  Latin,  ^^Hationalis''  and  .signifies  "^ame, 
sound,  intelligent,  sensible,  judicious."  The  root  lias  di- 
rect reference  to  the  faculty  of  the  mind  through  which  rea- 
son is  evolved — ^bence,  rational  is  the  predicate,  of  which 
reason  is  the  consequent — ^for  without  a  mtional  intellegence 
reason  could  not  exist  or  be  manifested.  Thus,  a  Rational 
system  of  medicine  implies  a  system  constructed  by  reason, 
and  sustained  by  the  highest  concept  of  a  Rational  soul- 
as  in  opposition  to  any  system  not  sustained  by  reason, 
which  has  resulted  in  demonstration — the  product  of  the 
highest  type  of  Rational  intelligence — empiricism,  uncer- 
tainty, guessing  though  sustained  by  dogmatism,  and  upheld 
by  the  authority  of  venal  courts  and  kings. 

By  medication  we  mean  in  its  most  comprehensive  sense 
the  prepaiiition  and  application  of  medicine,  to  the  pivven- 
tion,  relief  and  cui^e  of  disease  in  all  its  forms  and  phases. 
Thus  national  Medication  be^'omes  per  (H>nsequence — as 
Herbert  Spencer  says  *'an  higher  development  of  common"— 
medical — ''knowledge;'*  thus,  is  a  science;  and  the  appli- 
cation of  this  science  to  the  cure  of  disease  is  an  "ar^" 
Hence,  in  contradistinction  to  other  methods,  and  the  old 
nomenclature  which  has  a  *' Theory,"  i,  e,a  contemplation- 
uiid  a  practice  (which  many  cannot  get)  we  have  a  "science 
and  an  art  of  medicine — and  as"  Health  is  man's  normal 
inheritance,  nature  presents  a  rational  method  of  reaching" 
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that  inheritance.  And  this  method  is  within  the  reach  of 
human  comprehension — is  positive  in  its  action,  direct  in  its 
applii^tion  and  uniform  in  its  results--and  in  order  to  reach 
these  results  nature  must  he  comprehended-not-" Theories." 
Man  must  be  studied,  not  6ooA»-further  than  they  help  to 
understand  man.  If  the  visa  tergo  of  man  was  fully  com- 
prehended— deranged  vital  force  would  he  understood,  the 
derangement  corrected  and  normal  equilibrium  restored, 
aud  with  a  view  to  aid  in  this,  these  papers  are  written. 


MEDICAL  ADVERTISING. 

J.  M.  HOLE,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  most  troublesome  problems  to  the  avei*age 
moss-back,  physician  at  this  time  is  just  how  they  can  con- 
trol or  hold  in  check  the  advance  along  the  line  of  medical 
thought,  and  yet  they  themselves  would  like  to  have  the 
world  believe  they  are  the  only  to  be  trusted  oracles  of  true 
Medical  Scienco. 

This  age  is  full  of  the  wrecks  of  those  who  have  launched 
their  vessels  on  the  tide  of  do  nothing,  unless  it  be  in  accord 
with  some  super-anuuted  code,  of  years  ago,  when  men  only 
aped  their  predecessors  in  the  healing  art. 

To  our  mind  this  great  regard  for  the  wisdom  of  the  past 
is  only  entertained  by  a  class  of  persons  who  are  constantly 
allowing  themselves  to  be  goverened  by  the  brains  of  others, 
either  from  a  lack  of  the  article,  or  having  it  in  such  a  small 
quantity  they  are  not  caring  to  call  it  up,  in  fear  of  runing 
short  of  stock  entirely. 

Just  how  a  man  can  allow  another  to  do  his  thinking  for 
him,  in  medicine  or  in  any  other  department  of  life,  is  one 
of  the  things  we  have  failed  to  find  out. 

Hence  the  constant  effort  is  being  put  forth  to  control  that 
class  of  medical  men  who  do  not  think  for  themselves,   and 
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it  i^eenis  a»tonishiii,tf  how  many  such  person  are  to  be  found 
in  the  ranks  of  th<r9e^  who  in  all  other  matters,  except  med- 
icine really  seems  to  be  ordinarially  capabable  of  judging 
from  the  merits  of  the  cjise,  and  not  fiom  the  opinion  of 
othei-8. 

To  be  thus  bound  to  the  carr  of  medical  slavery  l^  as  repul- 
sive to  me,  as  to  be  tied  to  some  other  than  my  owii  opin- 
ions. Who  were  the  founders  of  medical  science,  certainly 
no  other  than  men  who  are  long  since  dead?  The  changes 
and  nmtat ions  of  time  have  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  ren- 
dered their  modes  of  cure  csoinparatively  obsolete;  who  to 
day  is  ^'bleeding,"  **l)listering,"  "calomelizing,"  **saliva- 
ting,"  their  patients,  yet  the  code  antedating  that  period 
of  medical  quackery,  must  be  adhered  to,  and  if  one  who 
has  discovered  something  valuable,  and  well  adopted  to  the 
wants  of  the  sick,  he  must  keep  it  concealed,  as  to  notify 
the  people  of  such  a  boon,  subjects  him  to  the  centure  and 
contempt  of  all  the  code-fearing,  super-anuated  claim  of  hun- 
dreds in  the  profession.  No !  no  to  advertise  to  the  W(n'ld  a 
remedy  even  if  it  contained  the  pure  balm  of  life,  and  would 
be  of  the  greatest  possible  utility,  no  one  but  certain  pai-ties 
dare  use  it,  until  it  is  bninded  '^'ofEcinar'  and  then  it  could 
not  be  advertised  in  any  way,  but  the  M.  D.,  added  to  John 
Smith,  who  might  get  his  town  paper  to  speak  of  it  at  the  risk 
of  make-believe,  incunngthe  displeasure  of  John  Smith  M.  D. 

Now  all  this  kiifd  of  red  tape  'Mom  foolery"  either  in 
medicine",  religion,  or  anything  else,  is  to  my  mind  only  one 
of  the  many  scintilations  of  the  dark  ages,  and  is  not  in  ac- 
cord with  this  rolliking,  dashing,  go  ahead  era  of  human  pro- 
gress. In  medicine  as  in  other  business  the  comfoit  and 
happiness  of  the  mases  should  be  paramount  to  the  selfish 
greecl  of  a  few  who  would  deprive  the  many  of  the  advan- 
tages of  what  the  achievements  of  jthe  age  has  developed 
for  the  general  good,  so  if  you  have  a  good  thing  let  your 
lights  shine.  Sht)uld  it  prove  upon  trial  otherwise,  it  will, 
soon  drop  out  of  notice.  Salem  Ohio. 
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MICROBOMANIA. 

A  TKACT  FOR  DOCTORS. 

Ever  since  the  publicationof  the ''researches''  of  Pasteur 
and  Koch  into  the  nature  of  microbes^  bacilli^  bacteria^  etc., 
the  profession  has  had  a  mania  for  bacilli  hunting,  resulting 
in  the  alleged  discovery  of  a  seperate  germ  as  the  cause  of 
almost  every  disease  to  which  flesh  is  heir.  The  '*germ  the- 
ory" is  the  latest  fashion  in  medicine,  and  bids  fair  to  rev- 
olutionize, if  it  has  not  done  so  already,  the  generally  re- 
ceived opinions,  in  etiology  and  pathology.  Already  Sur- 
gery has  wheeled  into  line  with  its  •'antiseptic"  treatment; 
and  Therapeutics  pnnnise  to  follow  suit  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  "germicides"  for  the  extermination  of  the  mi- 
crobes which  are  affirmed  to  be  the  cause  of  disease. 

"Preventive  medicine,"  acting  on  the  Jennerian  hppothe- 
sis,  purposes  the  cultivation  of  germsi  with  which  to  inocu- 
late the  healthy ;  that  is  to  say,  it  pixiposes  to  pi'event  and 
arrest  the  progress  of  corruption  by  inoculating  with  corrup- 
tion those  who  are  healthy  and  clean.  Small-pox  is  no 
longer  to  monoplize  vaccination  ;  but  must  share  it  with 
scarlatina,  diphtheria,  typhoid,  tuberculosis,  erysipelas, 
cholera,  measles,  malaria,  and  probably  the  whole  catalogue 
of  diseases;  for  if  the  "germ  theory"  be  correct,  its  uni- 
versal application  in  the  causation  of  disease  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  it  being  shown  to 
produce  Gout  and  Opthalmia;  Epilepsy  and  Osteo-malachia  ; 
Rheumatism  and  Hydrocele  ;  Pneumonia  and  al>ortion  ;  St. 
Vitus  dance  and  Urticaria ;  Psoas  abscess  and  TicDoloreux  ; 
Hysteria  and  Varicose  Veins  ;  Nymphomania  and  the  "Jim- 
Jams  ;"  Mollities  cerebrum  and  Microbophobia.  |The  latest 
''scientific"  therapeutics  are  "germicides"  and  cultured  vi- 
rus" (see  Tyndal's  'Methods  and  hopes  of  experimental 
physiology,'  Pasteur,  Koch,  etc.,  etc.) 

There  is  no  longer  any  necessity  for  medical  colleges  or 
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iiiedic'jil  text-hooks.  All  tlmti>  required  is  u  vial  of  Pasteur's 
'cultured  virus,"  at  50  francs  a  vial,  and  a  bottle  of  'genni- 
ifide".  ''Throw  physic  to  the  dogs  !"  All  that  need  your 
watchful  care  are  your  vermifuges,  germifuges,  subterfu- 
ges, SLud'—fees.  The  ftine  qua  non  for  a  fashionable  **8cien- 
titic"  physician  is  microbiology,  the  ultima  thule  in  physic. 
Never  forget  the  ''cultured  virus"  dodge;  but  vaccinate  and 
revaccinate  every  mother's  son  (and  daughter,  too,)  ow 
whom  y^m  can  lay  hold.  The  ladies  will  especially  bless' 
you,  because,  *'It  is  so  nice,  y<m  know.  Those  microbes 
are  so  cunning.  Besides  it  is  'bad  form'  to  oppose  the  pro- 
fession, you  know,  at  least  that  is  what  my  doctor  says,  and 
he  is  very  smart." 

The  following  outline  will  serve  as  a  basis  for  a  scheme  to 
work  the  **cultured  virus"  dodge: — 
FIRST  WEEK. 
On  Sunday,  Vaccinate  for  Searlitina. 
•'    Monday,         ''  Small-pox. 

"   Tuesda}',         "  Diphtheria. 

•'    Wednesday,  "  Measles. 

''    Thursday,       '•  Cholera  Infantum. 

''    Friday,  ''  Typhoid  Fever. 

''    Saturday,        ''  The  "Jim  Jams." 

SECOND  WEEK. 
On  Sunda}',  Vaccinate  for  Pneumonia. 
"   Monda3%         ''  Erysipelas. 

"    Tuesday,        "  Tuberculosis. 

"  'Wednesday,    ''  Syphilis. 

''  Thui-sday,        ''  Gout. 

"  Friday,  "  Microbophobia. 

"  Saturday,         "  Tic-Doloreux. 

This  plan  is  capaible  of  considerable  development  and  by 
pursuing  it,  every  week  in  the  year  can  be  filled  in.  When 
you  get  through  the  list  of  diseases  commence  re-vaccina- 
tion in  order  to  protect  your  patients  and  youself.  ^^  There" s 
millions  in  it.^'  If  the  "ignorant"  object  to  l>e  scarified,  you 
will  urge  tbe  enactment  of  sumptuary  laws  compeling  them 
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U>  have  the  niierohe^,  and  then  your  fortune  i^  unide  cifo 
tato  etjucunde, 

Jan.,  Ist.  1884.  ^trank  English,"  m,  d. 

N.  B.  8in4:e  the  above  was  written  a  uew  germ  has  beeu  dis- 
covered and  threatens  to  cause  a  dangerous  epidemic.  It  is 
the  baciduH  lunaiicus  medicus. 

Jan,  5th-  '84.  "f.  e.'* 


HANAFORD'S  SAYINGS. 

DR.  J.  U.  UANAFORD. 


God  and  his  physical  laws  are  written  in  ineffaceable  char- 
acter on  every  organ  of  the  body,  interwoven  in  every  fiber, 
iUuiiiinating  the  whole  structure.  Skill,  complexity  of  ar- 
ningement,  manifest  design,  intricacy  of  the  adjustments  of 
all  the  parts,  are  no  more  apparent,  than,  that  law  controls 
the  whole.  In  obedience  to  that  law  perfect  health  is  secur- 
ed, immense  power  of  muscle,  wondrous  agility,  force  and 
endurance  capable  of  continuing  for  many  more  years  than 
the  average  of  human  life.     As  a  result  of  such  obedience. 

The  mind  rests  on  a  physical  basis,  having  an  unlimited 
power  of  growth  and  development,  increasing  from  year  to 
year  till  it  attains  majestic  and  giant  proportions.  As  a  li- 
gitimate  sequence,  of  such  harmony,  the  soul,  the  monach  • 
of  the  whole  structure,  by  divine  appointment  is  less  than 
usually  in  thc^  chains  of  sensualism,  less  than  the  slave  of 
the  propensities,  and  approaches  nearer  to  its  creator.  It 
is  by  disobedience  that  pain,  suffering,  confusion,  sickness, 
contaminating  diseases,  fearfully  abridged  powers,  and  a 
fractional  existence,  are  introduced  into  our  sin  stricten 
world. 

If  our  Materia  Medica  is  so  poor,  so  despicably  empty, 
in  the  strictest  and  utmost  significance  of  the  term,  as  to 
compel  us,  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  to  put  the  "cup  of  de- 
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vilri"  lui'irely  under  contribution,  I  would  diticard  all  medica- 
tion, trust  to  nature,  untrammeled,  to<roodnur.sinor,  seeking 
to  know  more  of  the  laws  of  life,  the  conditions  of  health, 
so  that  nature  might  eventually  restore  health  and  maintain 
it  in  her  own  way.  .    \- 

But  the  Materia  Medica  is  hot  this  meagre  in  its  resources,, 
not  so  limited  as  to  compel  the  pi*actitionertoso  largely  de- 
pend on  one  class  of  remedies,  and  a  class  well  known  to 
derange  and  impair  digestion,  on  which  strength,  vigor  and 
health  so  largely  depend,  we  need  not  employ  doubtful  rem- 
edies, or  those  in  conflict  with  the  body. 

There  are  many  in  the  world  who  are  never  satisfied  unless 
they  are  ^'miserable,"  who  seem  so  anxious  for  human  sym- 
pathy, as  a  means  of  enjoyment,  that  they  are  never  con- 
tent unless  they  '*enjoy  poor  health."  They  are  generally 
accommodated  in  this  regard,  for  worry,  fretting  and  un- 
rest, waste  more  vital  force  than  hard  work,  of  itself. 
( 

PRACTICAL  THERAPEUTICS— ULCERS. 

L.  H.  WASHINGTON,  M.  D. 

Chronic  ulcers  of  the  leg,  of  frequent  occurrence  among 
the  poorer  classes.  The  ulcer  and  leg  having  Jt)een  cleansed, 
are  to  be  covered  with  a  layer  of  wadiding,  and  then  thelimb 
is  enclosed  in  a  starched  bandage.  After  the  dressing  has 
dried  the  patient  can  follow  his  usual  occupation.  In  from 
five  to  eight  days  the  dressing  is  to  be  removed  liiid  renew- 
ed.   If  the  ulcer  has  callous  edges  it  is  best  to  strap  it  first. 

Dr.  Bidder. 

Indolent  venereal  ulcers.  Iodoform,  6  drachms  ;  glycer- 
ine 3  drachms  ;  alcohol,  I  ounce.  Mix.  Apply  on  lint  and 
change  not  oftener  than  twice  a  day. 

An  excellent  ointment  for  old  ulcers,  paiiiicularly  those 
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of  low  vitality  and  varicose  origin  :  Sulphate  of  hydrastia, 
20  grains;  Sulphate  of  morphia,  2  grains;  Simple  ointment, 
1-2  ounce.  Mix.  Sprtad  on  a  piece  of  linen  and  place  on 
the  8ore. 

Sulphate  of  copper,  16  grains  ;  pure  water,  1  pint.  Mix. 
Apply  as  a  wash  twice  a  day.  An  excellent  application  for 
ulcers  or  old  sores.  In  obstinate  cases  the  amount  of  blue 
vitriol  may  be  doubled,  in  all  cases  being  made  strong  enough 
to  cause  considerable  smarting.  It  is  very  efficient  in  heal- 
ing up  ulcerations  from  murcurial  salivation. 

Indolent  ulcer.  Distilled  water,  3  ounces  ;  Salicylic  acid; 
Sulphite  of  soda,  each,  3  drachms.  Mix.  Use  as  a  lotion,  or: 
Simple  ointment,  1  ounce ;  Sulphite  of  soda,  Salicylic  acid, 
each  one  drachm.     Make  ointment. 

An  ointment  prepared  by  stewing  mullen  leaves  in  fresh 
lard,  is  most  efficacious  in  old  irritable  ulcers. 

Three  grains  of  corrosive  sublimate  in  a  pint  of  whiskey 
is  an  infallible  remedy  in  scrofulous  ulcers  or  sores.  A  rag 
dipped  in  this  two  or  three  times  a  day  should  be  kept  on 
the  ulcer  until  healed.     Edinburg  Med.  Jour. 

The  following  is  highly  recommended  by  M.  Archambault 
in  all  kinds  of  painful  ulcerations,  etc.,  in  infants.  Mucilage 
of  quince  nseds,  15  parts  ;  Extract  of  Rhatany  5  parts.  Mix. 
For  a  local  application. 

Dr.  Brackenridge  treats  ulcerated  sore  throat  with  a  gar- 
gle composed  of  2  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine  with  5  min- 
ims of  sulphuric  acid  to  1  ounce  of  water.  Sometimes  he 
has  been  compelled  to  diminish  it,  but  when  well  tolerated, 
the  stronger  the  better.  Simple  non-syphilitic  ulcers  of  the 
throat,  under  this  treatment,  at  once  assume  a  healthy  a^- 
pect  and  heal  rapidly.  In  syphilitic  ulcers,  the  local  treat- 
ment is  accompanied  by  the  internal  use  of  iodide  of  potas- 
sium or  other  constitutional  remedy,  but  the  cure  is  hasten- 
ed by  the  quinine  gargle. 
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Syphilitic  ulcers  of  the  hip.  Mitrate  of  lead,  10  grains  ; 
water,  1  ounce.  Mix.  Apply  on  a  piece  of  soft  lint.  Prof. 
S.  D.  Gro88. 

Varicofcje  ulcers.  These  are  cases  which  though  apparently 
simple,  are  hard  to  heal.  The  perforated  rubber  bandage, 
or  the  rubber  stocking,  placed  over  a  common  roller  band- 
age, left  on  for  one  week  when  ap|)lied,  gives  the  surn>und- 
ing  parts  such  a  support  as  to  allow  the  ulcer  to  heal.  If 
there  he  any  proud  flesii  in  the  8oi*e,  it  should  be  destroyed 
with  the  stick  nitinle  of  silver.  If  very  indolent  or  slug 
gish,  touching  the  parts  with  tincture  muriate  of  iron  is 
good,  following  with  a  dressing  of  carbolic  acid  ointment. 
This  to  be  applied  once  a  day.  The  rubber  bandage  or  stock- 
ing always  to  follow  the  dressing. 

This  treatment  1  have  usually  found  quite  suiBcient  to 
cure  these  troublesome  ulcers.  Good  food  and  quiet  is  very 
oasential.  The  patient  should  when  possible  to  do  it,  lay 
the  foot  higher  then  the  hip  of  that  side,  with  a  view  of  re- 
lieving the  limb  of  the  gravatation  of  the  blood. 

Dr.  O.  E.  Newton. 

Dr.  Short  used  the  following  in  a  case  of  phagedenic  ul- 
cer: (Creosote,  10  drops;  Vinegar,  2dnichnis;  Pure  water, 
2  ounces.  Mix.  Apply  with  a  camels  hair  brush,  one  or  two 
applications  are  frequently  found  sufficient. 

Syphilitic  ulcers  of  the  tongue.  Locally,  I  direct  acid 
nitrate  of  mercury,  diluted  With  water,  one  pall  to  twelve, 
to  be  applied  with  a  camels  hair  brush  once  ill  the  tlventy- 
four  hours.     Prof.  S.  D.  Gross. 

Old  sore  legs.  The  most  successful  treatment  of  indolent 
ulcers  Is  to  apply  a  Maitin  elestic  bandage  in  the  morning, 
as  soon  as  the  patient  is  ready  to  get  up,  and  before  he  puts 
hi^foot  on  the  floor,  before  retiring,  remove  and  wash  it. 
Should  there  be  much  discharge  it  is  well  to  apply  a  dress- 
ing of  ointment,  covered  by  a  compress  to  keep  the  band- 
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age  clean.  The  application  must  be  neatly  and  evenly  made 
and  extend  from  the  toes  above  the  knee,  or  as  much  higher 
as  may  l)e  necessary.  The  bandages  can  be  procured  of  any 
width  and  length,  and  have  tapes  attached  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  them.      Dr.  L.  D.  Bulkley. 

Continued. 


S  E  L  E  a  T I  o  3sr  s . 


POISON  INDICATED  BY  THE  GUMS. 

The  following,  taken  from  the  Independent  Practitioner 
may  not  be  without  interest ;  A  red  line  on  the  gums,  with 
fetor  and  metalic  taste,  indicates  ptyalism.  A  blue  line — 
lead  poisoning.  Great  spbnginess,  with  sloughing  and  great 
fetor — ^scurvy.  A  red  line  about  the  teeth  and  along  the 
ijums — periostitis.  Purple  gums  and  purulent  discharge — 
necrosis.  Gums  hot,  red,  swollen,  very  tense —  phlegmon. 
Gums  inflamed  and  soft,  with  fluctuation — alveolar  abscess. 
Swollen  gums,  fetid  discharge,  mucus  patches,  shallow  ul- 
cer under  the  tongue,  eroded  palate,  eruption  of  mouth, 
skin,  and  scalp,  gums  everted,  fetid  matter  from  necks  of 
teeth — syphilis.  A  white-coated  tongue  denotes — febrile 
disturbance.  A  brown,  moist  tongue — indigestion.  A  brown, 
dry  tongue — depression,  blood-poison,  typhoid  fever.  A 
red  moist  tongue — feebleness,  exhaustion.  A  red  dry  ton-  , 
gue — inflammatory  fever.  A  red  glazed  tongue — general 
fever,  loss  of  digestion.  A  tremulous,  moist  and  flabby  ton- 
gue— ^feebleness,  nervous.  A  glazed  tongue,  with  blue  ap- 
pearance— ^tertiary  syphilis.  The  careful  family  practition- 
er into  whose  care  is  committed  the  general  health  of  a  house- 
hold will  never  neglect  the  inspection  of  teeth.  It  is  true 
that  the  majority  of  good  mothers  wat(;h  over  that  part  of 
the  economy  with  scrupulous  care,  but  at  the  same  time 
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there  is  still  a  Iju'irer  iiuinl>er  who  fjiil  to  appreciate  its  im- 
portance, and  others  again  who,  jilthonirh  they  realize  its 
iinportaiue,  fail  in  their  investigation.  We  can  only  do  our 
duty  in  this  respect  by  making  an  earnest  eflFort  to  realize 
what  it  is  that  produces  dental  caries.      Week.  Med,  Jiev, 


THE  NEW  CODE. 


Ti)ere  moments  of  millenial  calm  in  which  the  distinctiim.^ 
between  tweedledum  and  tweedledee  sink  out  of  -Mj?<it  and 
the  nineteenth  century  a[)plauds  itself  for  having  risen  per- 
manently al)ove  any  power  of  names  and  titles,  and  come 
into  that  dominion  of  pure  principles  which  it  declares  to  be 
real  spirit  of  the  age.  And  the  looker-on  is  persuaded  in 
spite  of  himself  that  this  must  be  so  and  such  steady  asser- 
tion covers^  as  robust  a  fact.  They  are  after  dimmer  moments 
usually  and  the  mouthpiece  of  the&e  pleasing  statements  has 
been  warmed  by  good  companionshi[),  mellowed  with  good 
wine,  and  looks  upon  all  angles  as  potential  circles,  round- 
ing out  under  precisely  such  influences  as  he  and  his  kind 
can  bi-ing  to  bear.  It  is  at  such  times  that  a  sense  of  the 
broad  liberality  of  the  age  overpowers  speaker  and  hearers 
and  catholicity  of  thought  ap|)ears  to  have  become  ccmimon 
l)roperty.  Whether  in  sect  or  psirty,  walls  fall,  and  for  the 
time  being  cease  to  exist,  and  whether  it  is  a  question  of 
church  or  state,  of  municipal  or  private  life,  bearings  are 
pjain  and  fhe  day  of  sharp  divisions  over,  oiice  for  all.  lu 
the  matter  of  education,  this  seems  t()  have  become  in  de- 
gree an  established  fact.  Everywhere  sharply-defined  limit- 
ations have  ended,  and  an  electic  system  is  ''iiosen  in  har- 
n^ony  with  the  needs  of  the  day.  The  word  is  hailed  as  a 
sysbol  of  national  freedom,  and  the  law  of  selection  has  be- 
come an  inalienable  right — part  of  the  inheritance  of  the 
American  citizen,  In  every  profession,  save  one,  it  holds. 
The  lawyer  may  draw  his  principles  from  every  code  under 
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heaven.  The  liberal  minister  searches  out  the  heait  of  every 
creed,  and  seeks  more  and  more  for  a  union  of  underlying 
and  common  faiths.  The  seientitic  man  binds  himself  to 
no  system,  but  gleans  from  every  source  the  farts  that  make 
the  wonderful-  mosaic  of  modern  discoveiv.  But  one  pro- 
fession renjains  in  which  the  m9ml>ers,  ns  a  whole  set  their 
faces  against  a  dead  wall,  and  refuse  to  admit  that  there  is 
even  a  chink  though  which  light  may  enter.  The  recent 
bitter  and  still-continued  discussion  of  the  medical  code  is 
a  startling  commentary  on  the  inherent  bigotry  of  a  caste 
which  refuses  to  take  a  step  forward  till  forced  to  it  by  the 
pressure,  from  here  and  there,  of  a  mind  too  broad  to  be 
confined  in  any  such  circles  as  that  in  which  the  profession 
ranges  itself.  *  *  »  »  Yet  among  these  men  the 
wisest  thinkers,  the  most  successful  practitioners  are  those 
who  have  watched  the  course  of  what  is  known  as  quackery, 
and  chosen  from  hydropathy  and  homoeopathy,  the  herbs 
of  Indian  doctors,  or  the  theories  of  the  magic  healer,  the 
means  that  united  mean  a  system  of  genuine  healing.  Every 
physician  whose  work  is  of  slightest  value  is  practically  an 
eclectic  physician,  and  the  best  admit  it,  though  guardedly, 
and  with  a  terror  of  compromising  their  real  standing. 
There  is  reason,  then,  for  the  establishment  of  a  college, 
where  thorough  training  shall  be  demanded,  and  the  quack, 
who  is  never  likely  to  submit  to  training  of  any  sort,  shut 
out  from  this  very  fact.  The  application  for  a  charter  has 
been  signed  by  an  array  of  names  belonging  to  the  regular 
profession,  but  willing  to  admit  thai  wisdom  may  be  found 
out^^ide  the  allopathic  fence  ;  and  every  lover  of  genuine  lib- 
erty will  w^atch  eagerly  the  progress  of  the  bill  which  secur- 
es them  a  charter,  one  rhief  good  of  which  will  be  the  blow,, 
more  effective  than  any  yet  strm^k  at  medical  dogmatism 
and  "resrular"  intolerance.  Continent. 

M.  Jules  Simon,  of  the  Hospital  des  Enfants  Malades, 
treats  croup  as  follows  (Gailhn^d's  Med.  Jour.) :  As  soon 
as  the  malady  is  diagnosed  he  touches  the  throat  with  lemon 
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jui<*e,  or  ji  solution  of  muriate  of  iron  every  two  hours.  Ev- 
ery three  hour^  he  washes  tlie  part  affected  with  a  solution 
of  borax  (two  drai-hnis  to  the  ten  ounces).  At  the  same 
time  the  atmosphere  of  the  room  is  charged  with  atomized 
phenic  solution,  a  stimulant  nourishment  isgiven,  and  three 
to  five  drops  of  tincture  of  iron  administered  every  three 
hours.  When  dyspnoea  becomes  ap[)arent  an  emetic  is  to 
be  given,  but  if  the  symptoms  are  not  relieved  tracheotomy 
must  be  performed  without  delay.  The  results  of  the  oper- 
ation are  not,  however,  very  satisfactory,  as  when  the  child 
is  under  two  years  a  fatal  termination  is  the  rule,  whereas 
about  that  age  one  out  of  five  recovers.  The  after  treat- 
ment consists  in  placing  a  piece  of  tarltan  over  the  cranula, 
warming  the  room,  and  administering  beef  tea  and  tincture 
of  iron.  The  removing  and  cleaning  of  the  cranula  should 
be  done  by  an  experienced  person,  and  might  be  definitely 
removed  after  the  eighth  or  tenth  day.  M.  Simon  considers 
that  chlorate  of  potash  is  of  little  use  in  croup. 
Lacti(;  acid  is  to  be  perfered.     (Ed.) 

Death  from  Passage  of  Aik  Through  the  Uterine 
Veins — The  patient  was  a  healthy  and  pow^erful  woman 
bearing  her  second  child.  The  labor  ran  a  normal  course, 
the  patient  being  in  the  left-sided  position.  Immediately 
after  the  expulsion  of  the  fcetus  the  patient  was  turned  on 
to  the  back  and  the  uterus  pressed  upon.  The  placenta  fol- 
lowed quickly  and  easily,  but  immediately  afterwards  con*- 
vulsive  movements  supervened  and  the  patient  became  un- 
conscious. Deep  collapse  and  superficial  respiration  follow- 
ed, and  then  death,  notwithstanding  all  efforts.  At  the 
necropsy  bubbles  of  air  were  found  in  all  the  veins  of  the 
neck  of  the  heart,  even  to  the  finest  branches,  as  well  as  in 
the  veins  of  the  uterus.  So  that  the  diagnosis  which  had 
been  made  of  cardiac  paralysis  from  entranceof  air  into  the 
circulation  was  proved  to  be  correct.  As  neither  catheter 
nor  vaginal  tube  had  been   passed   into  the  genital   pouch, 
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Dr.  Gustav  Bruun,  of  Vienna,  whose  case  it  was,  gave  the 
following  explanation  :  At  the  change  of  position  of  the  pa- 
tient, air  found  its  way  through  the  gaping  vulva,  the  mas- 
sage of  the  fundud  uteri  seperated  the  phicenta  and  forced 
it  out  again,  hut  it  again  entered  on  relaxation  of  the  uter- 
ine walls,  and  was  forced  into  the  uterine  veins  by  tlie  con- 
tinued niassage.  The  author  believes  that  many  cases  des- 
ignated as  collapse,  post  partum^  and  many  of  sudden  death 
in  child  bed  and  labor,  are  explained  by  the  supposition  of 
the  entrance  of  air  into  the  uterine  veins,  Med,  Press  cf* 
Circ. 

Tetanus  Successfully  treated  with  Curare  and  Chlo- 
ral— A  three -year-old  child  having  been  injured  by  a  horse- 
car  received  a  severe  crush  of  the  calf  of  the  leg  (reported 
by  Dr.  Hjoirst,  Norsk  Magaz.  fur  Laegevtderisk, )  Under 
antiseptic  treatment  of  the  wound  the  patient  did  well  until 
the  thirteenth  day,  when  symptoms  of  tetanus  developed. 
Morphia  and  chloral  gave  some  relief  by  the  rectum,  but 
the  disease  became  more  marked.  On  the  twenty-fifth  day 
the  childs  condition  seemed  hopeless,  and  after  consultaticm 
it  was  decided  to  give  hypodermicaliy  an  injection  of  curare 
•001  grm.  (gr.  1—^)4),  whieh  was  repeated  at  the  end  of 
three  hours  increased  to  .002  grm.  (gr.  1-32),  which  gave 
decided  relief.  The  next  morning  an  injection  of  .0015 grm. 
(1-48  gr. )  was  given  ;  the  patient  was  decidedly  more  com- 
fortable ;  chloral  was  again  given  by  the  rectum  at  night. 
The  next  day  pgtient  was  much  better  and  had  spontaneous 
diuresis  and  evacuation  from  the  bowels.  Convalesencc 
gradually  was  established.  The  rep(»rter  observes  that  the 
success  of  the  treatment  may  not  be  entii-ely  attributed  to 
the  curare,  however. 

A  Contribltiox  to  Modern  Chemistry. — The  last  con- 
tribution of  modern  chemistry  to  science  is  the  production 
of  quinine  from  gas-tar    Prof.  Fischer,  of  Munich,  has  suc- 
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ceeded  in  ()l)taiiiin<r  from  disitilled  coal  a  white  crv^'taline 
powder,  which,  as  fjir  as  reffaids  its  action  on  tiie  human 
system,  cnn  not  he  distiniruished  from  quinine,  except  that 
it  assimilates  even  more  readily  with  the  stomach.  Its  ef- 
ficacy in  redu  ing  fever  heat  is  said  to  be  remarkable,  even 
rendering  the  use  of  ice  unnecessary.  I'he  importance  of 
such  a  discovery  as  this  consists,  not  so  much  in  the  actual 
fact  achieved  as  in  the  stimulus  given  to  scientific  reseadi 
by  the  opening  up  of  a  new  channel  of  investigation.  The 
romance  of  gas-tar  is  evidently  far  fiom  being  exhausted. 
In  addition  to  tiie  sweetest  scents,  the  most  l)riiliant  dyes 
the  most  powerful  disinfectants,  and  even  prussic  acid,  are 
some  of  the  numerous  and  wonderful  products  of  its  decom- 
position. 

The  Advantages  of  Immediate  Operation  for  Lacer- 
ated Cervix. — Dr.  E.  P.  Murdock,  thus  concludes  a  paper 
on  this  subject  (  West.  Med.  Hep.) 

1.  It  is  in  acc(»rdance  with  the  well-established  maxims 
of  all  good  surgery  that  the  operation  to  repair  an  injury 
should  be  performed  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  to  se- 
cure union  by  first  intention,  to  prevent  deformity,  and  to 
prevent  sepsis. 

2.  It  saves  the  incalculable  annoyances  of  preparatory 
treatment  with  its  i)hysical  burdens  and  mental  anxiety  con- 
templating a  secondary  operation. 

3.  It  gives  the  i)atient  the  best  possible  chance  to  escape 
septicemia,  subinvolution,  and  all  the  other  complications 
which  follow  cervical  lacerations. 

4.  It  saves  the  patient  much  time,  great  expense,  and  a- 
voids  a  deformity  which  in  many  cases  would  never  be  re- 
paired by  plastic  surgery. 

Rkady  Method  of  Obtaining  Local  Anaesthesia. — Dr. 
Cheize  in  the  Jour,  de  Med.  <£  de  Chir.  Practiguey  says : 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST.    LOUIS    MEniCAL    JOUKNAL.  ^  79 

The  want  of  a  Richardson's  atomizer  I  recently  supplied  in 
the  following  iftauner  :  A  girl  i)resented  herself  with  i.weited 
toe-nails  and  solicited  an  immediate  operation,  i.  e.,  extir- 
pation. I  satuated  witii  eth^r  a  piece  of  cotton  wadding  of 
the  size  of  five  francs,  ,ind  place  it  upon  the  big  toe,  and 
with  a  common  hand  bellows  I  blowed  on  it  for  a  few  min- 
ute.s,  until  complete  evaporation  had  taken  place. 

I  satuated  the  cotton  wadding  a  second  time,  and  again 
manipulated  the  bellows.  In  less  than  five  minutes  anes- 
thesia was  con\plete.  I  extirpated  the  in-grown  nail,  and 
applied  to  the  matrix  the  actual  cautery  without  the  patient 
experiencing  the  least  pain.  I  had  to  exhibit  the  extirpated 
imilin  orderto  prove  to  her  that  the  operation  was  complete. 

The  Use  of  Coffee  ix  Strangulated  Hekma. — Dr. 
Antonia  c>arra  relates  that  he  was  called  one  evening  to  a 
maa  sixty-three  years  of  age,  suffering  from  a  >trangulated 
femoral  hernia.  The  patient  was  nearly  moribund,  there 
was  no  appreciable  radial  pulse,  the  face  was  pinched,  the 
extremities  were  cold,  and  the  attem[)ts  to  vomit  almost  in- 
re^siint.  Happening  to  remember  the  report  of  a  similar 
ease  relieved  by  coffee,  Dr.  Sarra  ordered  an  infusion  of  this 
substance  to  be  employed  as  a  drink  and  also  externally,  and 
then  took  leave  of  the  patient,  warning  the  family  that  death 
was  inevitable  unless  a  prompt  amelioration  ensued.  Upon 
returning  early  the  next  morning  he  was  supprised  to  find 
his  patient  in  perfect  health.  The  man  stated  that  soon  af- 
ter taking  the  coffee,  he  experienced  a  feeling  of  warmth 
and  returning  strength,  then  a  large  quantity  of  gas  was 
expelled  above  and  below,  and  when  he  put  his  hands  upon 
the  tumor  it  at  once  sliped  back  into  the  abdominal  cavity, 
much  to  his  astonishment  as  well  as  joy.      Lyon  Med. 

Apomorphia  a  Safe,  Certain  and  Quick  Emetic — A 
writer  in  the  Brit.  Med.  Jour,  recommends  apomorphia, 
used  hypodermieally,  in  cases  obnoxious  to  ordinary  emet- 
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ic8.  He  prepares  a  solution  containing  a  graili  of  cfilonde 
of  apomorphia^  twenty  minims  of  rectified  spirits  and  water 
to  two  drachms,  of  which  he  injects  ten  minims,  which  equals 
one-twelfth  of  the  grain.  There  is  no  neausea  or  bad  after- 
effect. 

In  cases  of  alcoholic  and  narcotic  poisoning,  apomorphia 
is  a  most  valuable  reniedy,  and  will  prove  a  speedy  cure  for 
acute  gastralgia  and  convulsions  in  children  due  to  overload- 
ed stomach. 

Paraldehyde;  a  New  Hypnotic — Its  chemical  conipo.^i- 
tion  is,  C6  H12  03,  and  itisa  polymeric  form  of  aldehyde. 
In  physiological  action  it  strongly  resembles  chloral,  A 
dose  of  three  grams  (45  grains)  procures  quiet  and  refresh- 
ing sleep  for  from  four  to  seven  hours.  It  differs  frem  iJdo- 
val\\\  its  action  on  the  circulatory  system,  strengthening  the 
bear's  action,  while  ditiiinishing  its  frequency.  It  has  also 
a  well  marked  action  on  the  kidneys,  greatly  increasing  the 
flow  of  the  urine.  The  skin  is  not  at  all  effected.  The  drug 
does  not  give  rise  to  any  unpleasaut  symptom.  Up  to  the 
present,  paraldehyde  has  been  used  about  350  times,  and 
has  been  fcmnd  a  valuable  remedy  in  mania,  melancholia 
and  other  neiTous  affections,  as  well  as  in  the  sleeplessness 
that  accompanies  acute  bronchial  catarrh,  lobar  pneumonia 
and  heart  disease.     BHt.  Med.  Jour, 

Development  of  a  Fatty  Tumor  after  Injury — A  case, 
interesting  from  an  insight  which  it  gives  into  the  pathoge- 
nesis of  morbid  growths,  is  reported  by  Th.  K'olliker  in  the 
Oen.  fur  Ohir,  A  hsematoma  of  the  shoulder  following  a 
fall  was  followed  by  the  development  in  the  same  place  of  a 
lipoma,  which  nearly  four  months  after  the  injury  had  at- 
tained a  considerable  size  (two  and  a  half  centimetres  high 
and  six  and  a  half  centimetres  thick),  when  it  was  removed 
by  the  reporter. 
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A  Novel  Agent  in  the  Radical  Curb  of  Hydrocele — 
J.  E.  W.  Wjilker,  writes  to  the  BHt.  Med,  Jour,  that  by  an 
awident,  he  injected  liquor  ergotae  in  place  of  tincture  of 
iodine^  which  it  was  his  intention  to  throw  into  the,  cavity 
for  the  i-ndical  cure  of  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis.  No 
inflammatory  state  occurred,  and  there  was  entire  absence  of 
pain,  so  that  the  patient  was  allowed  to  return  to  his  ordinary 
occupation  the  next  morning.  To  the  present,  some  seven 
years  having  elapsed,  there  has  been  no.  return  of  the  abnor- 
mal secretion.  He  has  since,  on  two  occasions,  used  the 
same  plan  with  perfect  success,  and  he  attributes  the  cure 
to  a  specific  action,  exerted  by  erjro^,  which  re-establishes 
the  balance  between  secretion  and  absorption. 

Treatment  of  Warts — A  plaster  of  black  soap,  applied 
each  night  for  a  fortnight,  According  toM.  Vidal,  will  soft- 
en a  wart  so  that  it  may  be  scraped  off.  The  treatment  by 
M.  Cellier  is  to  transfix  the  principle  wart  with  the  point  of 
a  pin,  the  head  of  which  is  then  to  be  held  in  the  flame  of 
a  candle  until  the  wart  is  destroyed  :  it  will  drop  off  in  a  few 
days.  The  remaining  warts  will  then  usually  disappear.  La 
France  Med. 

Alcohol — By  olfaction,  by  means  of  a  satuated  sponge 
or  of  cotton  wool,  is  the  most  efficient  treatment  of  acute 
or  chronic  nasal  catarrh  and  of  hay-fever.  It  should  be  ap- 
plied each  day  and  continued  until  it  does  not  excite  increas- 
ed secretion  of  mucus.  The  cure  is  safe,  rational,  and  in 
accordance  with  most  advanced  therapeutic  research.  N. 
T.  Times. 

Salicylic  Acid  in  Night-Sweats — The  following  pow- 
der is  recommended  by  Dr.  Konhorn  in  the  night  sweats  of 
phthisis:  Acid  salicyl.  gr.  45,  starch  drachms  iiss,  chalk 
ounces  iiss.  The  entire  body  of  the  patient  is  dusted  with 
this  powder  at  bedtime.  The  author  claims  to  have  obtained 
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great  success  by  this  treatment.     The  same  powder  is  em- 
ployed in  the  Austrian  army  in  sweating  of  the  feet.  Mem. 

A  Large  Fa3I1LY — The  Madrid  Estaffttt  states  that  ii 
Spanish  gentleman,  Senor  Lucas  Nequeiras  Saez,  who  emi- 
grated from  his  native  land  to  America  seventy  years  ago,  re- 
cently returned  to  8pain  in  a  steamer  of  his  own,  and  brought 
with  him  the  whole  of  his  family,  which  ctmsists  of  no  few- 
er than  197  souls,  sons-in-law  and  daughters-in-law  not  in- 
cluded. Senor  Saez  has  been  three' times  married.  His  first 
wife  had  11  children  at  7  births,  his  second  had  19  children 
at  13  births,  and  his  third  had  7  children  at  (>  births.  The 
youngest  of  this  family  of  37  is  aged  ninteen ;  the  eldest, 
who  is  seventy,  has  17  children,  of  whom  the  first  born  is  for- 
ty-seven. Of  Senor  Saez's  23  sons,  all  of  whom  arc  living, 
13  are  married,  <>  are  unmarried,  and  4  are  widowers;  and 
of  his  surviving  daughters  9  are  married.  The  grandaugh- 
ters  number  34  and  of  these  22  are  married,  9  are  unmarried 
and  3  are  widows;  and  of  the  45  grandsons,  23  are  married, 
17  are  unmarried,  and  4  are  widowers.  There  are  also  45 
great-granddaughters,  and  39  great-grandsons,  of  whom  3 
are  married.  Senor  Saez  has  never  tasted  wine  or  any  al- 
coholic liquor,  and  lives  chiefly  upon  a  vegetable  diet,  with 
but  little  salt.  In  spite  of  his  ninety-three  years,  he  is  still 
hale  and  hearty,  and  makes  a  point  of  walking  briskly  for 
at  least  three  hours  every  day. 

Let  Nature  Remove  the  Placenta — In  Deutch.  Med. 
Woch.,  Dr.  Dohrn  thus  sums  up  his  experience: 

1.  In  one  thousand  lying-in  women,  in  whom  the  expul- 
sion of  the  placenta  was  left  to  nature,  the  results  were  far 
better  than  in  one  thousand  others  in  whom  Crede's  method 
of  expulsion  was  used. 

2.  The  one  thousand  lying-in  women  in  whcmi  the  placen- 
ta was  spontaneously  expelled,  had  considerably  less  hem- 
orrhage and  fever  after  delivery.     In  those  cases  treated 
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by  Crede's  method,  porpt)rtions  of  the  niemhranes  were 
frequently  retained,  and  there  were  more  fatal  ca>es  than 
in  the  others. 

3.  The  disadvantages  which  are  conditional  to  the  meth- 
od of  Crede,  are  e^ipeciaIly  seen  in  the  cases  in  which  the  pla- 
centa is  expressed  during  the  first  five  minutes.  After  a 
longer  time  the  expression  was  more  complete,  but  never  as 
s>afe  asi  by  the  spontaneous  method. 

The  Report  of  an  Extraordinary  Case  is  given  in 
L'Union  Med.  (Lancet).  It  is  that  of  a  foetus  of  full  term 
which  had  remained  for  fifty-six  years  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  mother's  womb  without  having  undergone  any 
change,  and  without  causing  any  distress  to  the  mother  lie- 
yond  that  resulting  from  its  size  and  weight.  The  mother 
died  at  eighty-four  years  of  age,  and  the  perfect  infant  was 
fouud  in  a  cyst,  tbe  wall  of  which  was  petrified  about  the 
right  Fallopian  tupe. 

Bisulphide  of  Carbon  a  Cause  of  Insanity. — Califor- 
nia pbysicans  who  have  attended  various  cases  of  trouble 
arising  from  the  poisonous  properties  of  bisulphide  of  car- 
bon, have  become  satisfied  that  the  inhalation  of  the  vaipor 
of  this  substance  will  produce  insanity.  The  bisulphide  is 
used  in  Los  Angeles  County  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
gi'ape  disease,  phylloxera.  Several  strojig  and  healthy  men 
who  have  been  exposed  to  the  fumes  of  the  vile  stuff  have 
become  insane.  It  may  be  a  subject  worthy  of  investigation 
whether  other  deleterious  gases  may  not  in  like  manner  af- 
fect the  human  brain.     Scien.  Amei\ 

WooD-WooL ;  A  New  Surgical  Dressing — In  Germany 
the  reign  of  carbolic  acid  is  over,  and  corrosive  subbnate^  or 
fvUimatCy  and  it  is  there  called,  reigns  in  its  stead.  Many 
substances  impregnated  with  mblmatey  such  as  glass,  wool. 
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Hshes,  s?and,  etc.,  have  been  employed  a^i  attempts  at  per- 
manent dressing  with  greater  or  less  success.  Something 
has  still  been  wanting — something  that  will  absorb  a  large 
quantity  of  di^charges  and  at  the  same  time  remain  aseptic. 
Professor  Bruns'  (Tubingen)  wood-wool  (halzicolle)  isHne- 
ly  ground  wood,  such  as  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  paper. 
It  is  clean-looking,  delicate  fibred,  soft,  yellowish-white, 
having  an  oder  of  fresh  wood,  and  absorbs  immensely.  N'. 
Y.  Med.  Timen. 


Removal  of  the  Gall-Bladdek — At  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  German  Surgical  Congress  in  Berlin,  Dr.  Langenbach, 
of  Berlin,  showed  a  woman,  aged  34,  from  whom  he  had 
removed  the  gall  bladder.  The  patient  had  suffered  from 
gall-stones  for  nine  months  ;  the  gall-bladder  was  felt  as  a 
hard,  prominent,  sensative  tumor.  On, opening  the  abdo- 
men, the  gall-bladder  was  found  to  be  hypertrofied  and  ad- 
herent to  the  neighboring  tissue>,  and  to  contain  a  large 
number  of  stones,  M)me  of  them  adherent  to  the  walls  and 
threatening  perforation.  The  viscus  was  emptied  by  a  Pra- 
vaz  syringe,  and  then  easily  detached  behind  the  cystic  duct ; 
and  the  patient  now  looked  well  and  blooming,  although 
she  had  had  a  floating  kidney  removed  in  1881. 

Gallium  AI'arine  in  Canceu — Referring  to  the  use  of 
this  drug,  Dr.  Charles  Bo3'ce  writes  to  the  Bint.  Med.  Jour. 

^^CHver^  ov  .gallium  apainne,  has  the  reputation  of  reduc- 
ing the  size  and  diminishing  the  pain  of  cancer ;  the  latter  I 
have  noticed  in  a  marked  degree  in  a  case  where  I  recently 
employed  it  locally  ;  my  patient,  indeed,  rebuked  me  for 
not  telling  her  of  it  sooner.  It  certainly  seems  to  have  pow- 
er in  arresting  the  ulcerative  action  and  in  promoting  a  more 
health V  one." 
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2SrE"T^  IlSrV^ElSTTIOlSIS. 


IMPROVED    NASAL    AND   AURAL    INSTRUMENTS. 
GoKHAM  Bacon,  m.  d., 

Aural  Sugeon  to  the  N.  F.  Eye  and  Ear  Ii^tmikry, 
The  first  wood-cut  represents  Duplay's  nasal  speculum  as 
moditied  by  M.  Collin,  of  Paris.  The  inatrument  consists 
of  two  blades,  one  of  which  is  fenestrated,  and,  after  intro- 
dution  into  the  nostril,  is  easily  retained  in  position  by  ad- 
justing the  screw. 


Fig.  1. 
Messrs,  Reynders  &  Co.  have  made  this  speculum  for  me 
exactly  similar  to  one  brought  from  Paris. 


Fig,  2, 
The  second  wood-cut  shows  Siegle's  pneumatic  otoscope 
with  the  following  modification  ;  In  place  of  the  hard  rubber, 
i'<»und  speculum,  like  Politzer's  or  Wilde's,  I  have  substituted 
a  naetalic  speculum  with  the  interior  surface  of  the  upper 
portion  blackened.     It  is  very  similar  to  the  Gruber  specu- 
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lum,  with  the  exception  that  the  upper  end  is  made  round 
and  adjustable  to  the  air-chamber  of  the  otoscope.  There 
are  three  sizes  of  these  speeuhi. 

The  advantages  of  this  instrument  are  that  the  s[)ecului!i 
is  better  adapted  to  the  shape  of  the  canal  and  more  readily 
introduced.  A  much  better  view  is  obtained  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  membrana  tympani  during  condensation  and 
rarefaction  of  the  air. 

NEW  HYPODERMIC  SYRINGE. 


.«>t.-^.>»ra^^.^-OA . 


^ssimmm 


QiiSia^igi 


@ 

Ftq.  I 

The  outside  case  of  this  syringe  is  fenestrated  and  forms 
also  the  protection  over  the  glass  cylinder ;  the  needle  is 
contained  in  the  hollow  piston  rod  and  is  held  in  place  by 
a  cap  screwed  on  at  the  end,  at  the  other,  one  or  more 
copartments  can  be  screwed  to  the  syringe  for  carrying  pil 
lets  for  hypodermic  medication. 

Ths  whole  instrument  is  verj-  compact,  is  just  the  thing 
for  the  vest  pocket. 
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E  ID  I T  O  It  I  jA.  I^. 

For  the  Truth,  then,  let  U8  battle;  And  its  might  sball  set  you  free. 

MAXIMS. 

Wisdom  is  the  substantiality  of  ingatbered  truth.      Ed. 

The  wiser  the  few  of  our  generation,  the  wiser  will  be  the 
multitude  of  the  next.  Zanoni. 

He  is  physically  fortunate  and  inetaphy.sically  wise  who 
escapes,  and  lives  beyond  the  evil  niechinations  of  malicious- 
ness. E(L 

There  lies  before  every  man  by  day  and  by  night,  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  immense  field  for  curious  investigation  in 
the  operations  of  his  own  mind.  Galton, 

Like  the  escape  of  the  steam  through  the  *' safety-valve, 
to  avoid  the  explosion  of  the  boiler,  censure,  *'evil  surmis- 
ing," and  gen  eral  fault-finding  burst  out  from  the  heart 
•surcharged  with  malice,  envy,  jealousy  and  hatred,  as  nat- 
urally as  the  stream  flows  to  the  ocean.  Hanaford. 


PROFESSIONAL  CONSISTENCY. 

So  long  as  the  profession  continue  blindly  to  place  inflam- 
mation as  a  disease ;  when  the  fact  is  that  it  only  follows 
leasions  and  is  ever  an  effort  of  the  vis  a  tergo;  and  likewise 
|)lace  so  much  stress  on  Animalculae,  baccillus,  etc,  as  ma- 
lignant causes,  instead  of  the  fact  that  they  are  only  and 
ever,  the  product  of  abnormality  ;  and  too,  so  long  as  they 
insist  on  cancer  cell  as  being  a  specific  histogenetic  product, 
(knovo,  instead  of  the  fact  that  they  are  only  modified  pro- 
ducts of  prior  existing  cell  modification  ;  just  so  long  will 
the  present  hetrodoxical,  paradoxical  and  destructive  prac- 
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tices  inaiitain  ;  and  so  long  will  any  dominant  system  of 
practice  founded  upon  and  practicing  from  such  false,  hy- 
potheses continue  to  merit  and  receive  the  odium  of  the 
'"VOX  populi,^^ 

It  is  no  use  of  talking  against  facts,  nor  kicking  against 
the  pricks,  all  the  lore  of  centuries,  and  episcitpacy  of  ages, 
can  never  coerce  one  grain  of  fact  into  indirect  channels  and 
eliminate  good. 

Just  in  so  far  as  our  profession  adheres  to  the  ancient  faiths 
and  practices  in  medicine  blindly  .adhering  to  the  tenets  of 
ignorant  bigots  and  oftimes  unprinripled  and  tyranical,  sel- 
tish  aspirants  ;  so  long  will  we  merit  the  goading  of  an  in- 
dignant and  unwilling  patronage. 

Gentlemen  we  must  come  to  the  truth,  we  must  yied  to 
facts,  and  no  matter  how  loth  we  are  to  modify  ouradherrence 
to  the  past,  duty  calls  and  cheri>hcd  love  for  an  ameliora- 
ting profession  bids  us  arise,  come  out  of  Babylonish  cap- 
tivity to  error  and  seek  the  light  that  begins  to  dawn. 

Let  us  study  facts  as  they  are,  altogether  anew  and  free 
from  the  tramels  of  hypocrastian  indoctrinations,  and  then 
fearlessly  we  can  point  to  the  results  of  practical  harmony 
and  say  verily,  '*by  their  fruits  yea  shall  know  them." 

Medicine  then  will  cease  to  be  a  system  inimical  to  the 
patients  best  interests,  fears  of  the  *'pill  bag"  will  vanish, 
and  coveted  aid  will  console,  relieve  and  highten  confidence, 
while  the  real  healer  will  then  become  the- as  he  really  ought 
to  be,  the  sick  man's  best,  last,  and  foremost,  earthly  friend. 


A  MEDICO-LEGAL   MYSTERY. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  a  mysterious  death,  and  is 
j'ecorded  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  light,  or  reasonable 
(conjecture  as  to  the  mortuary  cause. 

Mr. a  hotell  keeper  for  many  years,  a  stout  german 

decendant,  ordinarialy  a  regular  drinker,  but  rarely  if  ever 
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over  intoxicated,  aj^ed  about  42  years ;  was  thrown  from  a 
(carriage  about  4  p.  m.  and  slightly  stunned.  The  most  rig- 
id search  for  injuries  within  thirty  minutes  of  the  accident, 
elicited  no  evidence  of  any  whatever.  The  patient  however 
kept  constantly  complaining  of  an  acute  pain  in  the  right 
elbow,  but  there  was  not  even  the  evidence  (#f  a  bruise  there. 
At  8  p.  M.  the  elbow  pain  had  rather  increased,  but  no 
other  symptoms,  showing  either  internal  injury  or  outward 
harm  could  be  found. 

The  urine  had  passed,  the  bowels  kindly  responded  to 
enematta  and  the  brain  and  lunfjs  eluded  everv  means  of 
detecting  lesions. 

Xo  change  in  this  state  of  affairs  being  perceptable  at  11 
p.  M.,  one  tenth  grain,  sugar-coated  morphia  pill  was  given 
in  my  absence  ;  11.80  I  was  called  ;  12  at  night  the  man  was 
dead.  Post-mortem  was  solicited  but  persistently  refused. 
Now  what  was  the  immediate  lesion  that  thus  cut  short 
the  animation  and  closed  his  earthly  career? 

A  lesson  of  caution  too,  may  here  be  given  As  the  mor- 
phine pills  were  procured  on  my  prescription  I  noted  the 
box  and  counted  the  pills  in  presence  of  a  brother  practition- 
er, though  a  professional  opponent,  who  was  also  called  in 
and  arrived  a  moment  later  than  myself. 

Only  one  of  the  number  ordered  was  missing.  But  as 
the  prescription  had  been  filled  at  an  irresponsible  druggists, 
whose  displeasure  I  had  incurred  by  reason  of  his  prior  blun- 
ders; I  sent  a  reliable  person  to  the  store  early  to  make 
sure  and  procure  a  coppy  of  the  prescription  as  a  means  of 
protection  against  all  trickery.  The  copy  being  obtained, 
was  all  O.  K.y  as  here  set  forth  and  was  an  effectual  check 
against  unjust  censures  and  perhaps  secured  from  annoying 
'WJandal,  if  not  forgery  and  prosecution. 

Strict  vigilance  is  needed  by  any  practitioner.  If  anbody 
can  offer  a  solution  of  this  case  please  send  it  to  this  journal. 
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EDITS  MS 


The  Gaiiield  Hospital  at  Washington  is  i)roorressing. 

The  spray  of  Eucalyptus  is  recoinniended  in  diphtheria. 

It  is  said  that  the  Fbihidelphia  Hospital  for  skin  diseases, 
rely  largely  upon  a  variety  of  baths. 

Dr.  Squibb  substitutes  a  purple  litmus  paper  for  the  blue 
and  red,  acids  turn  it  red  and  alcohols  blue. 

Surg.  General  Chs.  R.  Francis  of  the  British  Army,  re- 
ports the  case  of  a  foetus  with  enlarged  spleen,  which  could 
not  be  delivered  on  account  of  the  immense  size  and  though 
dead,  had  to  be  dissected. 

The  Russian  poet  Turgenjeff,  who  recently  died,  at  Paris 
is  said  to  have  had  a  brain  which  weiged  2,012  grammes; 
the  heaviest  on  record. 

Sugar  as  a  diet,  is  being  observed  and  where  soundly  con- 
sidered, is  being  largely  repudiated.  Justly  so  as  experi- 
ence teaches. 

January  6th.  a  man  died  of  Yellow  Fever,  at  N.  Y.,  said 
to  have  just  recently  arrived  from  Havana. 

Small-pox  is  reported  as  prevailing  alarmingly  at  several 
eastern  points,  notably  in  Penna. 

Cremation  is  said  to  be  growing  in  favor  in  Rome. 

Barthalow  pronounce^  thymol  the  best  deodorizer  of  io- 
form. 

At  Attowa,  Canada  the  mortality  of  the  foundling  Hos- 
pital has  averaged  90  per  cent  for  the  past  two  years.  The 
Council  has  ordered  it  closed. 

Tinctufe  Benzoin  is  brought  forward  as  the  best  applica- 
tion for  frostbitten  parts. 
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The  N.  Y.,  Infant  Ai»&»yluin  seems  to  pr(»t<pei'  with  age 
and  may  yet  reach  maturity. 

Skin  grafting  as  well  as  sponge  gi*afting9  is  not  making 
much  progress. 

The  term  *'good  health"  as  used  by  insurrance  companies, 
bus  been  legally  defined  to  mean  that  the  appekrances  of  a 
Iiei*son  are  those  of  a  well  person  and  cannot  be  attested  by 
the  person  of  himself. 

Eclectism  in  New  York.  It  is  currently  reported  the  E. 
M.  College  of  New  York  City  has  been  brought  to  answer 
before  the  law  on  the  charge  of  selling  its  Diplomas  blank, 
and  the  United  States  Medical  College  has  been  refused  a 
new  chatter  as  its  friends  had  so  consolingly  anticipated. 
Sic  transit  gloria  mundi. 

Mr.  Sellew  of  this  city  has  just  bequeathed  to  the  Wash- 
ington University  $40,000  and  110.000  to  St.  Lukes  Hos- 
pital. 

A  Russian  physician  is  said  to  have  recently  been  infected, 
while  operating  for  tracheotomy  on  a  child  suffering  with 
diphtheria.     It  proved  fatal  to  him  six  days  after. 

Congress  has  been  asked,  as  it  is  said  to  vote  a  large  sum 
of  money  to  establish  and  endow  a  medical  university  com- 
bining all  systems  of  medicine,  a  sort  of  poly-politio-partic- 
ipation  polytechic  school. 

Ciucinnatti  is  to  have  another  Medical  College.  This  is 
just  right,  seeing  they  are  scarce  ;  two  or  three  have  just 
recently  winked  out  in  St.  Louis  and  others  at  deaths  door. 

Pittsburgh  too  is  moving  for  Medical  honors  and  a  new 
Medical  school.  She  ought  to  have  it,  'tis  just  the  thing 
in  these  hard  times. 
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Ill  Russia  they  give  ergot  in  deliruui  tremens,  with  good 
effects.  It  is  well  we  consider  to  mention  this  latter  feature, 
since  so  very  little  of  tlie  stuff  exhibited  is  really  curative. 

The  Medical  Department  of  Pa.  are  about  to  erect  a  cre- 
matory for  the  refuse  of  their  dissecting  room  and  gener- 
ously proffer  its  use  to  all  who  may  see  tit  to  incinerate  tlieir 
remains. 

8.  M.  Miller  has  just  been  enjoined  from  selling  his  ^^epi- 
tome  of  Medicine  and  Surgery"  on  the  grounds  that  it  is 
not  what  it  pui*ports  to  be. 

Dr.  Pollack  of  this  city,  has  useji  ice-water  hyperdermical- 
1}  for  sciatica,  with  success. 

Dr.  Paul  Mundi,  from  actual  experiment,  eontirms  the 
observations  of  Beck  and  Wernich  ;  that  the  os  uteri,  does 
alternately  dilate  and  contract  under  sexual  excitement. 

Dr.  F.  Smith  has  sued  J.  H.  Roach,  the  Sec.  of  Illinois 
Board  of  Health  for  $50,000,  damages  for  pretending  to 
revoke  his  license  to  practice.  Probably  another  of  his — 
lioach's  unjustifyable  domineering  despotisms. 

M.  Thuillier,  of  the  French  commission  to  study  Cholera 
in  India  has  fallen  a  victim  and  died,  the  news  reports  that 
all  the  resident  Europeans  in  the  city,  the  consuls,  the  med- 
ical corps  and  other  members  of  the  commission  attended 
his  funeral.  The  wonder  is  what  good  all  that  show  did  the 
corps.  ,.        , 

The  St.  Lt)uis  Health  Commissioner  classes  Croup  as  one, 
and  the  first  one,  of  the  eontageous  diseases. 

There  is  an  opposition  just  now  manifest  by  some  of  the 
St.  Louis  '^Medico's",  to  the  attempt  to  force  them  to 
report  births,  deaths,  and  eontageous  cases,  without  pay 
for  their  labor.    We  trust  they  will  push  the  point  to  a  just 
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and  legal  recognition  of  tlieir  inherent  rightn.     A^  no  class 
of  men  are  so  overridden  of  rights  as  the  physicians. 

The  Boston  free  Hospital  for  women,  it  is  reported,  re- 
ceived a  donation  of  $35,000  from  Mrs.  Oliver  Ames. 

A  Womans  Medical  College  is  to  be  established  at  Toron- 
to Canada.     $10,000  has  been  given  it. 

The  Govenor  of  Texas  reccmimends  compulsory  vacci- 
nation. 

The  library  of  the  Surg.  Genl.  Washington  D.  C,  is  said 
to  be  more  extensive  and  of  better  character  of  books  than 
the  best  in  England  or  France.  Encourageing  to  Ameri- 
can pride  and  patriotism. 

Prof.  Bizzozero  of  Rome  has  won  theRiberi  20.000,  Francs 
prise,  with  his  researches  on  the  physiology  and  pathology 
of  the  blood. 

Oil  of  Turpentine  is  said  to  be  an  antidote  to  poisonous 
effects  of  phosphorus. 

A  child  has  died,  recently  in  Philadelphia  from  eating 
"Georgia  Clay"  white  earth,  made  into  candy. 

Dr.  Jones  brings  forth  the  id^  that  fat  globules  may  be- 
come disengaged  and  so  obstruct  the  smaller  vessels  of  the 
hi-ain  and  perhaps  other  parts. 

Zemssen's  re^arches  prove  that  Faradic  Electricity  does 
not  stimulate  the  heart,  while  Galvanic  does. 

Faradization  of  the  abdomen  may  be  profitably  employed 
in  ascites. 

The  London  Lancet  reports  the  case  of  vicarious  men-  . 
struation  in  a  young  lady  who  menstruates  from  the  right 
eye. 
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Diaz<)l>eiizeiie  Sulphonic  Acid  U  proposed  us  a  test  for  di- 
abetic urine,  1-10  of  one  per  cent  of  sugar  present  will  give 
a  red  color  with  the  acid. 

We  often  hear  of  strange  migrations  of  lunihricoids ;  one 
of  the  most  curious  perhaps,  being  that  (»f  the  woman, 
where  they  passed  out  from  the  ear. 

In  France  a  druggist  has  been  tined  $2,000  and  $400,  dam- 
ages for  selling  morphine  to  a  woman  without  a  prescription. 


If  the  Tincture  of  the  sesqui-chloride  of  Iron  be  mixed, 
:st  with  sugar  and  then  in  milk  it  looser! 
to  the  teeth  as  well  as  its  unpleasant  taste. 


first  with  sugar  and  then  in  milk  it  looses  all   huilfuluess 


Dr.  Coray  of  the  cork  Maternity ;  concludes  that  puerper- 
al eclampsia  is  dependent  upon  one  or  both  of  two  distinct 
causations. 

The  accumulation  of,  and  impaction  of  retained  feces,  or 
a  retarded  development  of  the  uterus  and  rising  upward  of 
the  fundus  and  consequently  a  disproportionately  large  fce- 
tus. 

Dr.  H.  Millard  pays  a  high  tribute  to  Enonymous  in  the 
cure  of  Brights  Disease  of  the  kidneys  ;  and  we  are  sure  it 
is  meritorious. 

It  has  l>een  suggested  that  a  monument  to  the  memor}' 
of  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims,  shoifTd  be  erected  in  Center  Park 
New  York. 

The  Cattrei'y  asserts  that,  sulphuric  acid  is  a  complete 
test  for  pure  butter.  Fresh  pure  yellow  butter  in  contact 
with  the  acid  turns  a  pure  white,  while  butterine  made  from 
animal  fats  change  to  a  deep  crimson,  mixed  with  lard  or 
other  oils,  give  diversified  colors,  even  to  showing  all  the 
tints  of  the  rain-bow. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS. 

A  Treatise  on  STPHiLis,  In  New-Born  Children,  and  Infants  at 
THE  Breast,  By  P.  Driday,  Translated  by  G.  Whitney  M.  D., 
WITH  notes  and  Appendix,  By  F.  R.,  Sturgis  M.  D..  Wm, 
Wood  &  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Library  SerIes  for  Oct.   1883. 

This  immensely  impoitant  work  having  passed  the  hands  of  three 
I'ODspicous  writers,  is  now  before  the  public,  and  handles  this  pro- 
lific subject  with  an  interest  becoming  a  grave  topic,  but  for  rea- 
sons of  the  heretofore  meager  research  and  unskilled  obsei-vations, 
the  laborers  while  trying  must  necessarialy  fall  far  short  of  the 
vreat  underlying  import  of  the  subject. 

The  work  ti'eats  of  the  possibilities  and  facts  relative  to  trans- 
mission from  parent  to  offspring,  from  the  nurse ;  showig  up  the 
ix)sitive  contageousness,  symptoms  etc. 

From  the  glimering  light  of  the  past,  the  author  seeks  to  eluci- 
ilate  the  crude  devastations  of  this  malady  in  one  of  its  common 
iind  yet  insi nous  marches  through  the  conquering  and  devastating 
course  in  the  human  family. 

The  depths  of,  and  miseries  of  syphilis  as  hereditary,  are  innu- 
merable, are  a  blot  and  stigma,  a  blast  and  a  blight,  a  coroding 
suttle  virulency,  that  neither  tongue  nor  ^n  can  fully  trace. 

Deep  as  the  depths  of  human  nature,  sure  as  the  canker  wonxi 
that  dieth  not  and  as  polluting  and  corrupt  as  satanic  venom  thrice 
distilled  and  doubly  concentrated,  is  this  the  great  arch  fien  of 
mankind,  as  it  wreaks  vengence  upon  fraiU  infantile  man. 

The  hopes  of  the  worlds  redemption  surely  lies  largely  due  to  a 
proper  realization  of  the  subject  matter  contained  in  this  volume. 

Everybody  is  interested  and  especially  the  physician  who  must 
apply  and  reflect  light  to  the  rest  of  the  races. 

St.  Louis  book  and  stationery  Co. 

A  Treaties  on  Brights  Disease  of  the  Kidneys.     By  Henry  B. 

Millard  M.  D.,  A.  M.,  Wm.  Wood  A  Co.,  N.  Y.  246  pages. 

Cloth.     Elegant  Workmanship  and  Liberally  Illustrated. 

This  monograph  deals  with  the  pathology.  Diagnosis  and  Treat- 
ment, of  this  affection ;  giving  a  detailed  outline  of  anatomical 
structure  of  the  organ  and  the  more  advanced  views  of  its  func- 
tional disturbances. 
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The  lesions  of  no  one  of  the  glandular  stnicturts  perhaps  holds 
more  intimate  relevancy  to  the  general  htalth  than  does  the  kid- 
neys. Hence  their  wholsomeness  must  bear  corresponding  com- 
parison. 

Lying  deeply  ensconsed  under  superadjacent  structures,  lends 
difficulty,  while  heretofore  undirected  inquiry  has  suffered  the  re- 
nal elucidations  to  He  greatly  dormant. 

Dr.  M.  essays  to  bring  system  out  of  chaotic  teachings  and  to 
harmonize  tht  best  literature,  with  his  vast  experience  and  ren- 
tiering  a  seniceable  work  for  his  co-workers.  A  labor  we  think 
he  has  very  successfully  performed,  as  from  his  standpoint.  Would 
that  he  could  detach  his  wrong  ideas  of  inflammation  from  his  con- 
ception and  also  entirely  eradicate  as  he  has  so  nearly  done,  the 
twin  relics  of  barbarism  and  ignorance,  Bleeding  and  mercurializ- 
ing from  his  treatise  and  practice. 

Reformation  and  a  fair  desire  to  be  candid,  mark  his  writings 
and  add  greatly  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  his  book,  while  commend- 
ing it  to  the  profession. 

St.  Louis  book  and  stationery  Co. 

School  Hygiene  by  Chakles  J.  Lundy  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Detroit 

3iicH.     Pamphlet. 

In  this  address  to  the  Amer.  Health  Asso.  the  authore  ably  set- 
forth  some  of  the  ver}  common  faults  attending  our  common 
schools,  justly  criticises  local  Boards  of  Health,  and  peitinently 
calls  attention  to  a  glaring  evil  which  demands  most  prompt  atten- 
tion. 'Tis  of  vital  import  and  this  essay  is  opportune  and  needful. 

NOTICES 

Rec'd.-The  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Joseph  Hams,  or  the  Mor- 
ton Seed^arm,  Rochester  N.  Y.  for  1884. 

This  old  and  reliable  seed  culturer  offers  most  reliable  seeds  in 
any  quantities  and  guarantees  their  freshness.  Send  for  his  cat- 
alogue and  peruse  it,  'tis  interesting  and  richly  repays  the  Florist 
and  Horticulturist. 
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If  thoii  bast  Truth  to  utter, 
Speak  It  boldly—  speak  it  all. 

•     ^     9 

ooa^a^TJ3sriOA.Tioisrs, 


ACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 

JAMES  EGAN,  31.  D. 


Rheunmtism  is  a  neurosis.  The  late  Professor  J.  K. 
Mitchell  of  Philadelphia  was  the  tirst  to  propound  this  the- 
ory. At  the  time  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  subject ; 
but,  now  that  stupendous  strides  have  been  made  in  physio- 
logical science,  renewed  interest  attaches  to  the  discussion. 
The  neurotic  theory  explains  all  matters  which  have  been 
a  stumbling  block  to  our  knowledge  of  the  pathology  of  the 
disease. 

There  are  several  diseases  of  known  nervous  origin  where 
we  have  affections  of  the  joints  resembling  Rheumatism. 
Sugar  in  the  urine  gives  rise  to  Arthritis.  Locomotor  ataxia 
very  frequently  is  accompanied  with  Joint  diseases  as  has 
been  verified  by  Charcot. 

It  is  well  known  thaj:in  Rheumatism  the  blood  is  surcharg- 
ed with  acids.  This  has  been  demonstrated  by  both  clinical 
facts  and  experiments.  Numerous  attempts  have  been  made 
by  chemical  analysis  to  indicate  a  particular  acid  as  an  in- 
variable cause.  They  have  failed,  as  in  some  lactic  acid  has 
been  isolated   while  in  others  Uric  Acid    has  been    found. 
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and  ajrain  both  have  heeii  discovered  in  the  same  subject. 
It  is  i>atent  that  the  i)i'esence  in  excess  of  any  acid  must  be 
due  to  suboxidation  of  the  blood  and  tissues,  which  can  bo 
accounted  for  only  I)}' irritation  of  some  nerve  centre;  hence 
the  ultimate  cause  of  rheumatism  is  a  neurosin. 

Of  the  origin  of  glucose  and  lactic  acid  we  have  undoubt- 
ed knowledge. 

When  we  prick  the  mesial  linein  thetloorof  the  fourth  ventricle, 
in  the  centre  of  the  space  between  the  origins  of  the  auditory  and 
pnenmogastric  ^er^'e8  we  at  the  same  time  produce  an  exaggeration 
of  the  hepatic  (saccharine),  and  of  the  renal  secretions :  if  tht  punc- 
ture be  effected  a  little  higher,  we  veiy  often  only  produce  an  aug- 
mentation in  the  quantity  of  the  urine,  which  then  frequently  be- 
comes charged  with  albuminous  matter ;  while,  if  puncture  be  be- 
low the  indicatied  i>oint,  the  discharge  of  sugar  alone  is  obsen^ed, 
and  the  uinne  remains  tiu'bid  and  scanty.  As  these  two  points  are 
very  near  one  another,  it  often  happens  that  if  the  instrument  en- 
ters obliquely  they  are  sinultaneously  wounded,  and  tlie  animals 
urine  not  only  becones  Miperabundant  but  saccharine. 

How  uric  acid,  urea  and  urates,  are  formed  in  the  liver, 
blood  and  muscle  has  not  as  yet  been  demonstrated.  When 
Physiolo<ry  has  accomplished  this  then  we  have  the  key  note 
to  a  scientific  treatment  of  liheuntatism.  With  our  limited 
knowledge  we  can  only  treat  symptoms  which,  without 
their  causation, >s  unsjitisfactory. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  disease  may  be  sunnned  in  the  words, 
'^an  abnormal  amount  of  acid  circulating  in  the  blood."  On 
the  amount  of  acid  and  individual  idyosyncracies  depends 
the  severity  of  the  attack.  Thus  we  have  Acute  and  Sul>- 
acute  forms  of  the  disease  in  every  variety. 

A  powerful  argument  in  favor  of  the  neurotic  origin  of 
the  disease  is  found  in  the  fact  that  tolal  abstinence  from 
all  kinds  of  food  containing  albumen,  has  no  affect  in  allevi- 
ating or  cutting  short  an  attack.  We  can  go  further  and 
state,  that  the  same  holds  true  of  starchy  food.  We  have 
never  seen  stai-vation  tried,  and  speak  of  the  result  in  acute 
cases  where  pain  and  fever  render  food   most  distasteful  to 
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the  patient;  hut  iioefTei't  upon  tliedisioase  ha.s  been  noticed. 

Drs.  Dobell  and  Mnreliison,  Inive  attributed  Kheunnitisni 
t(»  functional  disorder  of  the  liver.  That  the  liver  is  disor- 
dered isi  admitted  ;  hut  this  is  the  efiect  of  the  neurotic  cau^e. 
The  metaholi.sni  of  aibumenoids  and  j^tanhes  takes  place 
not  only  in  the  liver,  bpt  in  the  blood  and  muscular  tissue, 
and  the  ^ame  causative  forces  that  causes  suboxidation  in 
the  liver  prevails  in  the  fluids  and  tisisues. 

The  ni()dern  exponent  of  the  neurotic  origin  of  Rheuma- 
tism Dr.  Roberts  Bartholow,  in  a  paper  on  the  subject 
wherein  he  implants  his  posit  iveness  and  personality,  divides 
case8  into  three  classes,  which  we  will  adopt  as  bting  the  only 
method  hy  which  the  patient  can  be  treated  and  not  the 
disease. 

First.  Sparjg  persons  of  considerable  bodily  vigor,  good 
umseular  developement,  and  having  u  distinct  family  histo- 
ry of  neurotic  or  rheumatismal  disorders. 

Second.  Obese  subjects  addicted  to  malt  liquors  and  good 
living,  some  times  with — more  often  without — an  inherited 
predisposition  to  rheumatic  diseases;  the  gelatinous  decend- 
ants  of  albuminous  parents,  as  they  have  been  entitled. 

Third.  The  feebl^,  pale,  anemic  subject,  depressed  by  poor 
diet,  and  evil  hygienic;  surroundings,  including  dampness 
and  bad  air.  .  , 

,  There  have  been  various  methods  of  treating  acute  Rheu- 
jnutidui,  some  have  adopted  the  acid  treatment — others  the 
alkaline — and  Dr.  Harkin  has  introduced  blisters  over  the 
heailas  still  one  more  successful  mode  of  treatment.  With 
these  and  others  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention,  a  measur- 
able success  has  been  achieved  in  the  hands  of  their  origi- 
nators. Lactopeptine  ajid  Ingluvin,  have  been  fou.id  the 
most  potent  curative  agents  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Swei-engen 
of  Fort  Wayne  Indiana.  Lastly,  patients  have  i*ecovered 
•without  any  treatment  whatever;  and  the  hospital  records 
show  that,  when  any  of  the  above  methods  have  been  adopt- 
ed and  tested  on  patients  indiscriminately,  the  total   results 
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have  been  only  a  trifle  better  than  the  "no  treatment/'  ex- 
pectants only  havinjr  been  used.  This  will  always  be  the  case 
unless  the  type  of  patients  and  not  the  disease  be  examined 
and  understood  and  remedies  directed  accordingly. 

The  first  thing  a  patient  desires  from  his  physician  is  re- 
lief frcnh  pain.  This  can  sometimes  readily  be  accorded 
him.  An  application  of  equal  parts  of  Oil  of  Wintergreen 
and  Olive  Oil,  or  Compound  6oap  Liniment,  will  effect  this. 
One  pail  of  Ethereal  Oil  of  Mustard,  combined  with  forty 
paits  of  Alcohol,  will  be  found  efficient.  Oil  of  horseradish, 
both  internally  and  externally,  has  met  with  favor  in  New 
York  City.  Any  powerful  anodyne  liniment  will  answer  the 
purpose.  Let  m©  remark  that  pure  Oil  of  Wintergreen  is 
essential.  The  article  now  put  up  and  sold  as  commercial 
oil  of  Wintergreen,  is  simply  Oil  of  Birch,  and  will  not  do. 
Thei"e  is  no  difficulty  in  procuring  the  true  oil  if  the  price 
be  paid. 

So  soon  as  the  pain  in  the  joints  has  been  relieved,  I  would 
recommend  that  the  painful  or  swollen  joints,  be  smeai^d 
with  Vaseline  or  Cosmoline,  or  other  Petroleum  Jelly,  and 
bandaged  with  Martins  Rubber  Bandage. 

A  hot  air  or  Turkish  Bath,  when  such  can  be  secured,  will 
be  found  of  the  greatest  l>eneiit.  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that 
were  I  to  be  confined  to  one  remedy,  1  would  select  the  hot 
air  bath.  There  are  two  difficulties  to  be  encountered.  Fii*st- 
ly  ;  a  bath  is  not  handy.  Secondly  ;  the  patient  cannot  be  re- 
moved. These  difficulties  can  be  overcome  by  heating  a  brick 
and  placing  it  under  the  bed  clothes,  so  that  free  diaphoresis 
may  be  secured. 

There  is  a  general  treatment,  also  applicable  to  all  cases, 
from  which  the  best  results  ma}'  be  confidently  anticipated. 
This  is  Electricity.  Experience  and  trial  can  alone  deter- 
mine in  each  case  which  current  is  indicated.  Sometimes 
the  Galvanic  Current  and  at  other  the  Famdic  will  be  cura-" 
tive.  It  is  necessary  to  alternate  them  to  discover  which  is 
best  ada|)ted  to  the  case.     Static  Electricity  not  being  por- 
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taltle  ciiiinot  be  used ;  but  when  this  objeeticMi  can  be  obvisi- 
ted  it  is  well  to  give  it  a  trial  as  it  possesses  advantages  not 
attainal>le  from  the  others. 

Id  every  ca?«e  of  acute  rheumatism,  the  liver  is  disordered 
and  the  secretion  of  bile  is  faulty,  in  quantity  and  quality. 
Violent  stimulation  is  to  be  deprecated.  A  hepatic  stimulant 
given  twice  or  three  times  weekly  is  all  that  is  necessary. 
It  is  not  sufficient  to  inci'ease  the  flow ;  it  must  be  carried 
off  by  the  bowels  in  the  morning.  For  this  purpose  a  glass 
of  Pullna  Water,  or  Sulphate  of  Soda,  disolvt  d  in  much  water 
will  be  prescribed.  Kochelle  Salts,  is  a  good  morning  aperi- 
ent. Attention  is  |)articularly  requii-ed  to  this  matter,  as,  if 
no  aperient  be  used,  the  bile  left  in  the  bowels  will  l>e  reab- 
sorbed and  reenter  the  circulation.  The  choice  of  chologogues 
is  unlimited,  as ; 

Podophyllin, gr.,  i. ; 

Essence  of  Ginger, 3,1.; 

Alcohol, 3,  vij. ; 

M.     8ig.     A  teaspoonful  at  night. 

Messrs.  John  Wy«th  &  Bro:,  Elixir  of  Wahoo,  is  a  very 
energetic  hepatic  stimulant,  and  very  palatable.  It  can  be 
administered  in  d<»ses  of  from  ohe  to  four  drachms.  Iridin, 
can  be  given  in  a  dose  of  four  grains ;  but  ii  must  not  be  re- 
peated. Euonymin,  is  another  excellent  remedy.  The  pill, 
Podopbyllin  compound,  Sciiieffelin,  Soluble  Coated,  is  one 
on  which  implicit  reliance  may  be  placed.  The  physician 
roust  choose  from  the  long  listof  cholagogues,  that  which  is 
l>est  suited  for  bis  purpose,  and  most  acceptable  to  his  patient. 

While  relieving  the  pain  with  external  applications,  means 
can  be  taken  to  render  the  bl(K>d  alkaline  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible. This  ought  to  lie  effected  within  the  first  twenty-four 
hours.  Medium  dosesof  an  alkali  as  Bi-carb.  Soda,  Bi-carb. 
Potass,  Acetate  of  Potass  or  Nitrate  of  Potass,  will  be  suffi- 
cient in  patients  of  the  first  and  third  class.  The  patients 
who  rank  under  the  second  class,  will  require  the  maximum 
dose.     Whatever  drug  be  employed,  let  the  whole  amount 
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to  l»e  taken,  l»e  disolved  in  u  pint  of  water  or  more,  and  ad- 
niinislered  in  ^niall  quantities  from  time  to  time,  so  that  the 
stomach  he  nol  irritated.  Water  is  an  excellent  diuretic  and 
the  larger  the  annmnt  consumed  the  better  will  it  be  for  the 
patient. 

A  special  treatment  i.%  required  for  the  third  daj^s.  They 
must  be  built  up  with  food,  iron  and  tcmics,  before  we  can 
expect  success  from  the  remedies  indicated  for  the  disease. 

If  whey  can  be  conveniently  procured  it  is  an  excellent 
drink  for  rheunnitics.  In  a  city  it  is  difficult  to  obtain,  and 
in  the  country'  it  is  not  often  wanted. 

Jn  cases  where  topical  applications  fail  to  relieve  the  pain, 
simultaneously  with  the  exhibition  of  an  alkali,  and  alter- 
nately with  it,  we  may  prescribe  the  Salicylates.  The  com- 
bined experience  of  careful  observers,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  are  airreed  that  the  Salicylates  relieve,  the  pain,  re- 
duce the  swollen  joints,  and  abort  the  pyrexia  of  the  disease, 
in  tt  notable  manner.  The  Salicylate  of  Soda,  is  one  of  the 
best  of  the  series.  It  is  ;to  l)e  given  continuously  and  in 
medium  doses,  so  that  irritability  of  the  stomach  may  V)e 
w^arded  off,  as  long  as  possilile.  No  matter  how  carefully 
it  may  be  given,  it  will  have  to  be  disc<»ntinued  from  time 
to  time,  to  allow  the  stomach  t(»  recuperate,  and  small  doses 
often  repeated  ean  be  given  longer,  than  large  doses  at  long- 
er intervals.  The  trouble  is  that  a  relapse  is  apt  to  follow, 
on  withholding  the  remedy  ;  and  the  longer  it  is  continued, 
the  less  liability  there  is  to  a  relapse. 

It  is  most  material  that  the  Salicylic  Acid  used  in  the  prep- 
aration of  the  salicylate,  be  made  from  Wintergreen.  This 
can  be  procured  fron)  Thorp  &  Lloyd  Brothers,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  I  presume  it  may  be  obtained  elsewhere,  but  as  I  tinst 
used  their  make,  I  continue  to  do  so.  I  will  quote  Dr.  Green- 
how  as  to  the  physiological  effects  of  Salicylate  of  Soda, 
which  I  impute  toapreparaticm  made  by  Carbolic  Acid  and 
not  Wintergreen. 

One  of  the  most  obvious  effects  of  the  treatment  in  the  majority 
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of  cases,  was  a  speedy  fall  in  temperature,  sometimes  withio  a  few 
hours  fix>m  commencing  the  treatment,  and,  save  in  a  few  cases, 
within  two  or  three  days.  The  pulse  usually,  but  not  invariably, 
came  down  in  frequency,  with  the  fall  of  temperature.  In  forty- 
live  out  of  the  fifty  cases,  certain  well  marked  physiological  symp- 
toms attended  the  reduction  of  the  fever.  There  were  effects  on 
the  nei-vous  system,  such  as  deafness,  vertigo,  headache,  noises 
in  the  eara,  delerium  and  hallucinations.  Deafness  often  occurred 
early,  and  was  noticed  in  twentyseven  cases.  Sometimes  it  was 
very  intense.  Vertigo  occurred  in  fourteen  cases.  Very  intense 
headache  chiefly  frontal,  though  less  frequent  than  deafness  and 
vertigo,  was,  when  it  occurred,  a  much  more  distressing  symptom. 
It  was  complained  of  in  nine  cases,  and  in  one,  recurred  on  the  re- 
sumption of  the  medicine.  Delerium  was  present  in  eight  cases ; 
hallucinations  in  four.  Great  depression  of  the  pulse  and  action 
of  the  heart,  was  the  most  important  effect  produced  on  the  circu- 
lation. More  or  less  weakening  of  the  pulse,  calling  for  stimidants 
in  almost  every  case ;  great  weakening  of  the  impulse  of  the  heart, 
and  in  ten  cases,  almost  complete  obliteration  of  the  first  sound  ; 
pulse  in-egular  and  dicrotous  in  some.  Vomiting  occurred  in  twen- 
ty two  cases ;  great  injection  of  the  tongue  in  many  cases ;  sore- 
ness of  the  tongue  in  three ;  and  an  aphthous  state  of  the  tongue 
in  three  cases.  Diarrhoea  in  two  cases,  was  evidently  referable  to 
the  salicylate.  Epistaxis  occurred  in  seven  cases.  In  two  transient 
albuminuria  was  observed  ;  in  two  others,  tremor  of  the  hand  or 
tongue,   which  may  not  have  l)een  due  to  the  drug. 

It  is  clear  from  the  above  description  that  the  tendency 
of  the  salicylates  is  to  produce  anemia  ;  but,  as  persons  of 
the  third  class  are  already  anemic,  I  think  that  the  deduc- 
tion may  be  fairly  drawn,  that  the  salicylates  aire  inadmissi- 
ble in  their  case.  As  a  rule  Ho.<«pital  cases  may  be  relegated 
to  that  class,  and  the  physiological  eflfects  portrayed  by  Dr. 
Greenhow,  are  such  as  are  produced  on  them.  The  eflfects 
on  persons  of  the  first  and  second  class,  W(mld  be  trifling. 
I  will  now  place  in  juxtaposition,  the  physiological  effects  of 
Carbolic  Acid.  '*When  six  or  eight  grains  of  carbolic  acid, 
are  taken  in  a  wine  glassful  of  water,  a  sense  of  numbness 
is  felt  on  the  lips  and  in  the  mouth,  followed  by  a  sensation 
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of  coolness.  Then  if  the  stoiniu;h  is  empty,  slight  nausea 
and  an  uneasy  sensation  in  the  a1>donien  follow,  with  verti- 
go, ringing  in  the  ears,  and  slight  deafness.  The  pulse  falls 
in  frequency  and  f()i*ce,  as  does  also  the  caixliac  impulse,  and 
diarrhoea  sometimes  occurs.'*  Commercial  Salicylic  acid,  is 
prepared  by  passing  carbonic  acid  into  carbolic  acid  and  is 
therefore,  unless  very  carefully  prepared,  liable  to  con- 
tain carbolic  acid.  With  Salicylic  Acid  prepared  from  Win- 
tergreen,  I  have  never  seen  the  extreme  ill  effects  depicted 
hy  Dr.  Greenhow.  Slill  I  cheerfully  admit  that  sooner  or 
later,  the  effects  ai*e  such,  as  to  render  a  suspension  of  the 
drug  necessary,  to  be  resumed  after  a  few  days. 

In  the  first  class  of  cases  Salicylate  of  Soda  will  be  given, 
in  such  doses  as  will  control  the  pain  and  pyrexia,  say  from 
fifteen  grains  to  one  drachm,  or  two  drachms  during  the 
twenty  four  hours.  There  is  a  perfect  relation  between  the 
pain  and  the  fever.  As  the  pain  lessens  the  fever  subsides. 
So  soon  as  both  pain  and  fever  have  been  subdued,  continue 
the  Salicylate  in  snndl  doses,  large  enough  to  keep  the  patient 
under  its  influence,  but  not  enough  to  produce  the  severe 
physiological  effects.  As  soon  as  constitutional  disturbance 
manifests,  at  once  discontinue  the  remedy,  and  resume  in  a 
few  days.  Bartholow,  advises  a  subsequent  use  of  the  Sal- 
icylate for  as  many  days,  as  it  was  necessary  to  use  it,  for 
tiie  cure  of  p\i\\\  and  fever. 

Salicylic  Acid  and  the  salicylates  are  less  likely  to  produce 
general  systemic  disturbance,  when  taken  in  capsules.  It 
is  claimed  that  fifteen  grains  of  Krgotine,  or  its  equivalent 
in  Ergot  mixed  with  two  drachms  of  the  acid,  will  prevent 
the  irritant  effects  of  the  latter. 

A  writer  in  the  Medical  Brief  speaks  highly  of  Warner's 
Elixir  of  Salicylic  Acid  Comp.  and  states  that  it  can  be  given 
in  any  quantity  without  unpleasant  effects.  In  any  case 
when  small  doses  of  the  salicylates  are  being  given,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  efficient. 

There  are  cases  where  the  disturbance  is  so  great,  as  to 
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render  the  administrat'Kni  of  any  Salicylate  impractioahle. 
In  such  canes,  Hy  blisters  may  l>e  applied  round  the  af- 
fected joints.  They  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  remain  on  the 
part  long  enough  to  vesicate.  Vesication  is  not  necessary 
for  their  curative  effect;  and  it  renders  the  patient  irritable, 
and  produces  unsightly  sores,  which  are  eyesores  and  trou- 
blesome to  dress. 

Patients,  of  the  second  type,  are  to  be  treated  after  the 
method  laid  down  by  Dr.  Fuller,  who  is  a  prominent  advo- 
cate of  the  alkaline  method.     I  quote  his  own  words. 

By  the  alkaline  treatment  I  mean,  a  plan  of  treatment  in  which 
alkalies  play  an  im|K>rtant  part,  but  which  consists  not  only  in  the 
administration  of  alkalies,  but  in  the  careful  regulation  of  the  se- 
cretions, the  strictest  attention  to  diet,  and  the  administration  of 
tonics,  such  as  quinine  and  bark,  as  soon  as  the  patient  can  bear 
them.  My  practice,  is  to  give,  not  less  than  one  ounce  and  a  half 
of  the  alkaline  carbonates,  either  alone  or  in  combination  with  a 
vegetable  acid,  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours  of  treatment. 
More  commonly  two  (.Irachms  are  ordered  to  be  taken  in  effei-ves- 
cence,  every  three  or  four  hours,  in  combination  with  an  ounce  of 
lemon  juice,  or  half  a  drachm  of  citric  acid,  dissolved  in  four  ounces 
of  water.  At  the  same  time  if  the  bowels  are  torpid,  ten  grains  of 
colocynth  and  calomel  pill  (Brit.  Pharmacopia)  are  prescribed  at 
bedtime.  As  soon  as  the  urine,  when  freshly  voided,  ceases  to  show 
an  acid  reaction,  which  is  usually  the  case  after  twenty  four  hours, 
the  quantity  of  the  alkali  is  diminished  by  one-half,  six  drachms 
only  being  administered  during  the  succeeding  twenty  four  hours. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  if  the  urine  remains  alkaline,  three 
drachms  only  are  given,  in  the  next  twenty  four  hours ;  and  on  the 
fourth  day  if  the  urine  still  shows  an  alkaline  reaction,  the  fonn 
of  the  medicine  it  altogether  changed.  The  tieatment  ceases  to 
be  essentially* alkaline;  either  a  cinchona  draught  is  ordered  to  be 
taken  three  times  a  day,  containing  a  scruple  or  a  half  drachm  of 
bi-carbonate  of  Potash,  a  little  more  or  a  little  less,  according  to 
the  condition  of  the  urine,  which  should  be  kept  nearly  neutral — 
or  three  gi'ains  of  quinine  dissolved  in  lemon  juice,  is  given  three 
times  a  day  in  effervescence,  with  half  a  drachm  of  bi-carbonate 
of  potash  or  soda.  The  diet  is  restricted  to  beef  tea  or  broth,  with 
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Hoda.  water  and  milk,  and  barley  water  as  a  drink,  as  the  smallest 
quantity  of  solid  food,  given  a  day  before  the  toug\ie  has  thorough- 
ly cleaned;  is  apt  to  produce  a  recrudescence  of  the  disease.  Wine 
and  spirits  are  strictly  forbidden,  though  experience  has  convinced 
me  that  wine  and  spiiits  prove  less  hurtful,  than  the  smallest 
quantity  of  solid  food. 

Dr.  Bartholow,  says,  that  cases  of  the  second  class,  are  relieved 
Uy  salicylic  acid,  is  undoubted ;  but  they  tend  to  relapse,  and  the 
process  of  recovery  is  slow  and  often  imperfect.  In  my  experience 
the  special  peculiarity  of  acute  rheumatism,  in  these  obese  subjects, 
is,  the  tendency  to  assume  a  sub-acute  character,  and  to  be  delayed 
in  the  progress  towai-d  recovery.  They  are  also  more  liable  to 
heart  complications.  The  alkaline  treatment  earned  out  as  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Fuller,  gives  better  results  in  respect  to  relief,  to 
suffering,  to  duration  of  the  disease  and  freedom  from  complica- 
tions. , 

The  average  duration  of  the  disease,  under  the  alkaline 
treatment,  is  eleven  days.  '  The  number  of  cases  of  heart 
complications,  is  one  in  twenty  three. 

The  third  claa^  of  patients,  are  better  treated  according 
to  the  plan  of  Dr.  Russell  Reynolds.  Large  doses  of  Tinc- 
ture chloride  of  Iron  are  to  be  given,  from  half  a  drachm  to 
a  drachu),  largely  diluted,  every  mx  hours.  Dr.  Anstie,  states, 
that  this  remedy,  given  in  anticipation  of  an  attack,  will  a- 
hort  it. 

In  these  cases  the  following  prescription  has  been  found 
effective : 

R.     Tincture  of  Aconite,       12     drops; 

Sulphide  of  Ammonia.     16        ^* 

Spearmint  Water.  6  ounces;        M. 

Sig.  A  fourth  part  every  fourth  or,  in  severe  cases,  ev- 
ery third  hour  until  the  pain  is  relieved,  and. fever  abated. 

In  cases  of  the  first  and  second  class,  after  subsidence  of 
the  acute  symptoms,  the  tincture  chloride  of  Iron,  will  be 
found  an  excellent  tonic  and  promoter  of  speedy  convales- 
cence. In  all  cases  where  a  return  to  health  is  slow,  and 
the  patient  lingers  in  a  non-improving  condition,  prebcribe 
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tbe  iron,  and  the  patient  will  at  once  quickly  improve. 

Salicylate  of  soda  has  been  a  favorite  base  with  the  pro- 
fession, on  acc<»unt  probably  of  its  being  the  first  introduc- 
ed, its  solubility  and  ^iweeti8h  tsi8te,  which  renders  it  easy  of 
ndministration.  There  are  other  bases  which  have  their  ad- 
vocates, and  which  meet  indications  in  particular  cases.  I 
may  mentioD  : 

Salicylate  of  Ammonia. 
*'  **     Bismuth. 

*^  *'     Lithia. 

*'  "     Lime. 

*'  *'     Potash. 

*'     Q«inia. 
''  **     Cinchonidia. 

This  last  base,  contains  one  thii'd  of  its  weight  of  the  acid. 
It  is  iusoluble ;  and  the  bitter  ta^te  is  not  percieved.  It 
may  be  given,  in  the  form  of  Wyeths  compressed  tablets, 
which  can  be  swallowed  quickly  like  pills.  It  has  been  found 
efficient  in  Neuralgia,  Pleurodynia  and  chronic  rheumatism. 
There  are  many  cases  of  acute  rheumatism,  where  cinchoni- 
dia, might  be  advantageously  substituted  for  soda. 

Oil  of  Wintergreen  has  been  used  in  place  of  the  acid^  and 
with  equally  favorable  i*esults.  Of  course  I  refer  to  the  pure 
^il,  and  not  the  commercial,  which  is  simply  oil  of  birch. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  the  indications  for  the  use  of 
oil  of  horse  radish.  That  the  results  have  been  most  satis- 
factory, is  saying  too  little.  Dr.  Chandler,  of  New  York  city, 
has  built  up  an  immense  practice  by  this  special  treatment, 
but  in  what  class  of  cases,  he  finds  it  curative,  I  cannot  say. 
It  is  due  to  the  pi*ofession,  that  he  through  the  columns  of 
tbe  medical  journals,  make  his  observations  public. 

As  regards  diet,  I  have  nothing  to  add,  beyond  what  is  said 
in  the  quotation  from  Dr.  Fuller. 
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RATIONAL  MEDICATION. 

J.  A.  MILLKK.  D.  D.,  M.  D. 


•        Chapt.    II. 

It  is  a  medical  truth  as  old  as  Hi|)[>(K*rates,  that  in  order  to 
understand  abnormal  manifestation,  deviation  from  health, 
^^mans  normal  condition  ;"  that  normal  condition,  must  he 
first  understood,  before  abnormal  manifestation  can  be  com- 
prehended— this  implies  a  knowledge  of  anatomy.  Then 
normal  function  must  be  understood  in  all  its  multitudinous 
manifestations.  Physiology.  Not  so  much  the  anatomy  and 
physiology  of  books,  as  the  physiology  and  anatomy  of  the 
human  subject  as  it  actually  exists.  How  few  masters  we 
have  in  these  two  fundamental  branches  of  our  medical 
science ;  a  mere  routine  practitioner  may  exist  without  this 
knowledge,  he  may  and  does,  exist  m  all  schools ;  he  may 
even  become  a  Rational  imitator,  but  he  never  is,  and  nev- 
er can  be,  a  Rational  originator  in  medical  science.  This  is 
why  the  area  of  imitators  is  crowded,  while  the  field  of  orig- 
inators, presents  but  here,  and  there,  a  lone  traveler. 

A  young  man  may  just  as  well  contemplate  a  voyage  to 
the  sun,  as  to  contemplate  masteriug  these  two  great  fun- 
damental subjects  of  medical  science  in  the  two  or  three 
years  course,  and  a  disection  of  **his  half  of  a  subject,"  and 
without  this  knowledge,  in  an  advanced  degree  upon  pres- 
ent attainments  a  Rational  Scientific  Therapeutics  will  re- 
main a  physical  imposibility.  If  so  let  each  practitioner 
who  would  aim  to  be  Rational  commence,  by  at  once  in- 
creasing his  knowledge  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  Having 
done  this  we  may  then  pass  to  notice. 

^^I.)  THE  FUNCTION  OF  NUTRITION.  The  pi'ocess  by  which 
the  intregrity  of  all  the  parts  are  maintained  in  their  struc- 
ture and  function,  in  their  integrity  as  a  systematic  whole. 
Then  the  careful  observer  may  at  once  be  prepared  to  correct 
any  deviation  from  the  normal  standard.  Without  this,  any 
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ntteinpted  correction,   may  well  be  designated  a  >?y!<teni  (»f 
* 'guessing*' 

Since  the  origin  of  medicine,  thei-e  ban  not  l)een  wanting 
pathologist,  all  along  the  hist(»ric  line,  who  failing  to  com- 
prehend the  specific  function  of  nutrition,  has  been  ready 
10  ascribe  all  diseases  to  an  altered  condition  of  nutrition, 
others  have  ascribed  it  to  an  altered  condition  of  the  blood, 
while  others  have  regarded  the  function  of  nutrition  as  sub- 
ject, or  subservient  to  that  of  innervation.  The  only  way 
of  an'iving  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion  is  perspicuity  of  de- 
scription and  ease  of  reference.  We  may  divide  the  process 
of  nutrition  in  man  into  five  successive  stages. 

a.  The  introduction  into  the  stomach  and  alimentary  ca- 
nal of  suitable  nutritive  material. 

b.  The  formation  from  this,  of  a  suitable  circulatory  fluid, 
the  blood,  and  the  changes,  it  undergoes  in  the  lungs. 

c.  The  extraction  of  material  from  this  fluid  to  be  trans- 
formed into^tissue  for  reconstructive  purposes. 

d.  The  disappearance  of  this  transformed  material,  and 
its  reabsorption  back  into  the  blood. 

e.  The  excretion  of  this  effete  material  fmm  the  body  in 
various  ways  and  forms,  and  by  different  channels. 

Now  these  five  different  stages  comprehend  not  only  the 
supply  of  the  nutritive  elements,  but  involve  the  process  of 
assimilation,  absorption,  secretion  and  excretion  ;  and  it  is 
only  by  understanding  this  function  in  this  enlarged  sense,  in 
all  its  various  ramifycations  that  we  can  explain  the  diseases 
which  are  produced  by,  and  arise  out  of,  impaired  nutrition. 
Let  us  then  consider  these  five  elements,  seriatim. 

(i.) — The  introduction  into  the  stomache  and  alimentary 
canai^of  suitable  nutritious  material  to  maintain  the  integrity 
of  the  body  in  all  its  parts. 

This  nutritive  aliment  has  l)een  divided  into  several  grou- 
•pes  or  classes. 

Chemistry  classifies  them,  as  azotised  and  non  azotised 
substances ;  nitrogenous  and  non-nitrogenous.  The  most  im- 
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portant  nitrogenous  sub^taiices  are  Fibrin,  Albumen  and 
Caseine.  The  most  important  non-nitrogenous  are  fat,  starch, 
gum  and  sugars.  Hence  both  animal  and  vegetable  al- 
iments yield  similar  proximate  principles,  but  in  quite  dif- 
ferent propcntions.  While  the  aliment  .richest  in  oil  and 
albumen,  is  found  to  possess  the  mott  nutritive  properties, 
and  are  most  important  for  the  formation  of  tissue,  as  their 
abundant  presence  in  milk,  the  natural  aliment  in  the  young 
fully  demonstrate.  It  is  a  fact  well  established  and  distinct- 
ly understood  that  oil  and  albumen  are  the  essential  alimen- 
tary matters  by  which  nutrition  must  be  performed.  While 
those  who  have  the  care  of  the  .sick  should  make  a  note 
of  this  fact,  for  when  these  two  are  properly  mingled  to- 
gether they  produce  an  emulsion,  identical  in  structure, 
with  milk,  containing  numerous  globules  composed  of  a 
minute  drop  of  oil,  inclosed  in  an  albun^inous  membrane. 
Hence,  the  function  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  consists 
in  seperatingfrom  the  materials  submitted  to  them,' albumin- 
ous and  fatty  matter,  in  a  fluid  state,  this  being  absorbed  con- 
stitutes the  emulsion  observed  within  the  Villi  when  they  are 
active  and  forms  the  fatty  basis  of  the  chyle. 

Now  this  fluid  fat  and  albumen  together  with  the  various 
aqueous  elements,  perform  a  certain  function  which  is  es- 
sential to  the  proper  nutrition  of  the  body,  which  cannot 
be  overlooked  by  the  intelligent  practitioner  with  impunity, 
as  on  its  proper  performance  the  physical  well  being  of  the 
whole  economy  depends,  in  fact  without  it  nutrition  cannot 
and  will  not  take  place.  It  is  this  combination  which  holds 
in  solution  the  mineral  substances  essential  to  nutrition  such 
as  Phosphorous,  Sulpher,  Iron,  Potassium,  Sodium,  Calcium 
and  Magnesium.  Hence  the  failure  of  this  albuminous  emul- 
sion to  elaborate  or  retain  the  normal  quantity  of  any  one 
of  these  mineral  substances  in  the  system,  becomes  at  once 
the  productive  cause  of  disease  ;  which  could  be  promptly 
overcome,  if  the  practitioner  had  suflcient  intelligence  to 
ascertain  which  element  was  lacking  and  supply  it.  But  sup- 
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posing  there  is  from  defective  aliment,  an  impoverished 
emulsion,  a  deficiency  of  fat,  water  or  albumen,  so  that  any 
one  of  the  mineral  substances  is  not  held  in  proper  suspen- 
sion ;  hence,  is  n<»t  supplied  in  proper  quantities;  irritation 
is  set  up  and  disease  is  developed.  One  of  these  medical 
*'gaessers"  is  called  in  and  he  "guesses"  there  is  deficiency 
of  iron,  and  prescribes  it,  when  the  deficiency  was  phos- 
phorous, the  prescription  increases  the  deficiency,  augments 
the  irritation  and  aggravates  the  disease.  In  all  cases  of 
febril  reaction  the  aqueous  elements  of  the  body  are  rapidly 
consumed,  this  emulsion  becomes  improperly  formed,  these 
essential  elemeiits  imperfectly  elaborated,  and  the  system 
imperfectly  nourished.  A  ''guesser"  interdicts  the  use  of 
water,  while  famishing  nature  pleads  for  a  supply,  but  '*our 
doctor*'  has  forbade  it,  and  nature  pleads  in  vain,  till  over- 
come, exhausted,  starved  she  sinks  to  rest,  and  the  winding 
sheet  and  grave  cover  up  the  doctors  damnable  ignorance, 
and  saves  his  neck  from  a  justly  merited  halter,  which  a 
patient  public,  would  be  free  to  apply  if  they  knew  the  whole 
facts  in  the  case,  and  this  practice,  in  this  age  of  intelligence 
is  called  ''regular,"  ''scientific"  &c,  &c. 

As  it  is  from  the  albuminous,  fatty  and  mineral  groups 
of  alimentary  principles,  that  all  the  various  tissues,  organs, 
fluids  and  solids  of  the  body  are  formed,  a  Rational  practi- 
tioner will  first  try  to  find  in  which  one  of  these  elements 
the  defect  exists,  and  supply  the  ne^-essary  material  to  re- 
store "normal  equilibrium"  and  if  he  is  familar,  which  he 
should  be,  with  the  normal  constituents  of  the  body  he  will 
have  but  little  difiiculty  in  finding  out  the  defect  and  reme- 
dying the  evil.  He  knows  that  albumen  preponderates  in 
the  fibrous  tissue,  if  it  is  soft,  placid,  flabby,  he  knows  al- 
bumen is  deficient,  if  there  is  a  deficiency  of  adipose  tissue, 
he  recognizes  at  once  a  dificiency  in  the  oily  substance  and 
he  is  not  likely  to  interdict  the  use  of  milk,  butter,  meats 
and  order  "cod  liver  ot7."  Sweet  cream  with  a  mild  solution 
of  any  one  of  the  mineral  substances  which  is  deficient  will 
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meet  these  indications  much  better.  If  he  finds  a  deficieucy 
of  red  blood  corpuscles,  he  at  once  recognizes  u  deticieiicy 
of  iron,  which  he  supplies,  and  the  difficulty  vanishes.  If 
a  deficiency  of  biliary  secretion,  he  recognizes  a  deficiency 
of  sulphur  and  administers  Euonynius  because  rich  in  that 
principle.  If  brain  innervation,  he  finds  a  lack  of  phospho- 
rus, a  supply  of  this,  and  a  correction  of  the  aliment  which 
caues  the  difficulty,  cures  his  patient.  True  it  may  not  en- 
rich the  doctor  like  the  old  practice  would  but  it  relieves  the 
suffering  and  prevents  misery  and  death,  an  object  of  at 
least  paramount   importance. 

It  is  the  excess  or  diminution  of  these  three  essential  prin- 
ciples, that  not  only  stimps  ceilain  featui-es  to  our  physical 
forms,  but  the  morbid  lesions  of  individual  organs  and 
textures  are  intimately  connected  with  albuminous,  fatty 
and  mineral  formation,  and  this  fact  exposes  the  fallacy  of 
certain  dietetics,  who  would  confine  man  to  an  exclusive  veg- 
etable diet,  and  not  the  system  of  its  necessary  fat  produc- 
ing element,  and  also  of  certain,  would  lye  medical  practition- 
ers, who  continuously  howl  al)out  ^^ mineral. poison'*  and  ex- 
clude all  mineral  elements  from  their  nniteria  medica.  Ka- 
tional  medication,  uses  everything  God  has  made  for  the 
benefit  of  man  to  restore  and  maintain  as  nearly  as  possible, 
natures  sublime  equilibrium. 


HOW  DREI  CURES.* 

B.  AlCHELOR. 


All  nature  is  built  on  the  dual  plan,  whether  we  call  this 
dual  plan,  male  and  female,  positive  and  negative,  or  by 
some  other  name,  it  extends  through  all  the  ramifications 
of  nature.  From  this  ari-angement  comes  the  origin  of  spe- 
cies in  plants  and  animals,  all  of  them  may  be  hybridized 
or  changed  into  new  species.  Whenever  a  disease  is  cured 
by  the  Drei,  it  is  hybridized  or  changed  into  another  disease, 
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presumably  a  milder  one  and  as  a  matter  of  course  when 
ever  we  hybridize  a  disease  we  have  a  new  one.  If  we  were 
to  take  the  secretion  that  "«rtcAvf"  the  mad-stone  to  a  wound 
we  would  have  the  infection  of  a  new  disease,  that  would  be 
neither  Drei,  nor  Hydrophobia.  Another  thing  that  hybri- 
dizes an  infection  is  the  blood  of  different  animals.  The 
difiFereucc  between  small-pox  and  the  vaccine  virus  is  the 
blood  of  the  goat  in  China  and  the  blood  of  the  cow  in  Great 
Brittain.  The  original  source  of  both  is  the  same.  Another 
statement  the  reader  will  have  to  take  on  trust  until  he  un- 
derstands it  better,  is  that  all  infections,  proper  or  true  in- 
fections, repre&ents  or  are  analogous  to  the  pollen  that  fer- 
tilizes flowers,  that  is  the  male  contribution  in  nature. 

Another  statement  to  be  taken  on  trust  until  he  under- 
stands it,  is  that  ail  s]>oradic  and  true  infections  make  a 
zymotic  ferment.  If  this  zymotic  ferment  makes  a  fungus 
animal  growth-  of  a  ceitain  kind  it  is  an  infectious  disease 
if  not  the  disease  is  only  sporadic. 

The  mad-stone  is  the  Drei  hybridized  by  communicating 
the  disease  to  sotne  animal,  most  likely  a  feline,  the  saliva 
of  this  animal  is  mixed  with  infusorial  ^silica  and  animal 
carbon,  as  long  as  it  will  absorb  any.  In  mad-stones  found 
in  Mexico,  the  animal  carbon  predominates ;  those  found  in 
Asia  infusorial  silica  predominates  ;  the  infection  is  as  inde- 
structible as  the  elements  that  hold  it.  There  is  probably 
not  one  in  inexistence  that  was  manufactured  since  Titus  de- 
stroyed Jerusalem.  The  infection  in  the  mad-stone  is  the 
positive.  Before  applying  it  to  the  wound  it  is  put  in  sweet 
milk  warm  from  the  cow,  in  milk  it  makes  the  negative  of 
the  mild,  when  applied  to  the  wound  the  viinis  in  the  wound 
becomes  the  positive  and  a  new  infection  is  formed,  con- 
quently  the  old  one  is  destroyed.  Practically  this  is  what 
was  done  by  the  Jewish  Priests  to  the  leper  when  he  shut 
him  up  seven  days. 

.^Evidence  proven,  all  thing:**    £<!• 
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Leprosy  is  positive,  apply  a  negative  and  we  destroy  it. 

Small  pox  gives  us  a  well  known  and  familiar  example. 

Take  small  pox  the  natural  way  ;  the  positive  applied  to 
the  mucoUs  membrane  of  the  mouth,  stomach, etc.,  let  it 
make  negative  the  secretions  of  the  mouth  ;  it  will  make 
positive  the  cellular  tisue,  under  Death  the  skin  ;  and  sta- 
tistics show  thirty  per  cent  will  die.  Reverse  this  process, 
and  apply  the  positive,  to  the  cellular  tissue,  it  will  make 
this  negative,  and  statistics  show  only  one  in  six  hundi^ed 
died!  The  vaccine  virus  is  positive,  both  it  and  small  pox, 
communiqate  negatives  to  the  mucous  membrane. 

Whenever  vaccination  fails,  it  is  because  the  negative 
was  not  communicated  to  the  muc(ms  membrane. 

How  Drei  cures  Yellow  Fever.  This  fever  is  a  disease 
of  two  distinct  paix)xysms,  the  first  comes  from  the  nega- 
tive, a  zymotic  ferment  of  the  bile,  or  secretions  of  the  liv- 
er; the  second  is  from  the  positive  and  is  a  fungus  animal 
growth  on  the  glands  of  the  stomach.  Nothing  whatever 
can  l)e  done  for  the  first  paroxysm  but  let  the  patient  suffer 
through  it.  The  best  way  to  treat  Yellow  Fever  is  for  the 
patient  to  swallow  some  of  the  Yellow  Fever  infection  which 
is  positive  and  let  it  make  negative  the  stomach.  This  will 
prevent  the  second  paroxysm  and  not  increase  or  aggravate 
the  first  a  particle,  but  if  the  first  paroxysm  is  passed  and 
the  second  commenced  the  case  is  reversed  we  must  apply 
a  negative.  Then  put  the  Drei  as  we  find  it  in  the  state  of 
nature  in  sweet  milk  warm  from  the  cow,  some  three  or 
four  hours  will  elapse  only  before  it  \^  ready  for  use,  this 
milk  is  negative  and  will  destroy  the  virus  of  yellow  fever 
in  the  stomach,  just  the  same  as  it  destroyes  the  virus  of 
Hydrophobia  in  a  wound.  We  might  go  on  and  explain 
how  Drei  proved  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  woman  char- 
ged with  adultery,  (see  numbers  5th.  chapter  and  11th,  to 
31st.  verses;)  how  it  makes  barren  women  fruitful, as  in  the 
case  of  Leah  ;  how  the  witches  worked  their  mystic  charms  ; 
how  it  l>econies  the  elixir  of  yojath,and  the  forbidden  fruit ; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST,    tOUlS   MEDICAL.   JOURNAL.  115 

how  the  foolish  antediluvian  women,  when  thej*^  had  to  wait 
from  the  time  t*ey  were  eighty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
ye:irs  old,  before  they  could  marry,  hastened  puberty  by 
thi!<  infection,  and  thus,  shortened  the  life  of  the  sex,  and 
made  Noah  detei'mine  to  make  it  lost  knowledge,  except 
to  the  priests. 

Results  can  be  <ibtained  from  the  Drei,  that  never  were 
hoped  for  by  the  most  sanguine  of  the  human  race. 

We  might  add,  there  is  no  Miasma,  no  Malaria,  Bacteria, 
Baccillia,  vegetable  fungus,  or  sewer  gas  alK)ut  the  Drei  or 
**yellow  jack;"  both  of  them  are  solid  realities. 


MEDICAL  EDUCATION  AND  BOARDS  OF  HEALTH. 

UR.  W,  J,  ATKINSON. 

Is  legislative  enactments  the  best  way  to  promote  Medi- 
cal Education  ?  This  question  settled,  we  will  know  just 
how  to  proceed.  To  my  mind  you  can  not  raise  the  stand- 
ard of  Medical  Education  by  organizing  state  Boaixls  of 
Health.  It  is  a  maxim  that  no  stream  rises  higher  tlianits 
fountain.  If  the  law  creates  a  legal  standard  or  fountain  the 
profession  will  stop  at  that  point.  It  is  another  fact,  that 
progress  or  new  ideas  have  always  come  from  *Mieretics." 
There  is  no  branch  of  knowledge  but  what  has  been  led  by 
irregulars;  medicine  is  no  exception.  If  there  had  l>een  a 
law  to  regulate  the  practice  fifty  years  ago,  where  would 
have  been  the  reformers  in  medicine  of  today?  Echo  an- 
swers where?  Have  not  the  "regulars"  fought  progi^essive 
ideas  ever  since  the  Immortal  Beach  began  to  teach  his  re- 
form ideas?  Did  they  not  denounce  him  and  his  coadjutors 
in  the  work  of  establishing  a  reform  College  where  they 
could  teach  American  Medicine?  Yea  verily  !  Do  they  not  re- 
fuse to  recognize  such  a  student  of  medicine,  as  an  M.  D.,? 
Yes  and  it  is  not  because,  as  they  say,  that  refonners  are  not 
educated,  for  many  of  them  have  as  good  education  as  an}'' 
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len^ular,  and  any  one  of  them  perhaps  can  cure  the  sick  quick- 
er and  better  than  many  of  the  ''regulars,"  when  a  mau  is 
sick  he  will  praise  the  doctor  that  cures  him,  if  a  man  is  able 
to  produce  a  cure,  that  man  is  to  the  patient  educated  in 
that  vvay.  If  he  knows  how,  to  cure  he  is  a  scientist  that 
fal',  science  means  to  know;  and  that  treatment,  that  cure<», 
is  scientific.  The  proper  way  to  raise  the  standard  of  Med- 
ical Education  is  to  Educate  the  masses. 

When  the  whole  people  become  better  educated,  physi- 
cians will  also'  be  better  educated. 

The  people  will  choose  as  their  medical  advisor,  the  prac- 
titioner that  gives  the  best  satisfaction.  It  does  not  require 
any  law  to  regulate  that.  The  only  law  needed  is  one  to 
punish  mal-practice. 

Is  it  right  to  relieve  the  pains  and  afflictions  of  the  sick? 
If  it  is  morally  right  to  do  so,  then  no  Statute  law  can  make 
it  a  misdemeanor  to  do  so.  No  man  nor  set  of  men  have 
any  right,  morally,  nor  legally,  to  compell  any  one  to  do  it 
in  a  certain  way  nor  go  through  a  certain  process  of  training 
before  allowed  to  do  so.  Medical  laws,  such  as  we  have  in 
Missouri,  is  in  conflict  with  the  bill  of  right  of  American  citi- 
zens. It  prevents  the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty  and  pursuit 
of    happiness. 

It  is  the  first  step  towards  building  up  a  medical  mouQpoly 
into  whose  hands  the  whole  duty  of  education  is  placed.  It 
is  a  stepping  stone  to  a  medical  aristocracy  controled  by  the' 
medical  priesthood — the  state  Board  of  Health.  Let  all 
people  who  love  liberty,  proclaim  ngainst  these  medical  laws 
as  they  would  laws  regulating  preaching  and  the  worship  of 
God.  But  these  things  only  show  which  way  the  wind  blows  ; 
old  decaying  buildings  have  to  be  propped  to  save  them. 

These  laws  are  evidences  that  the  regulars  are  in  a  decay- 
ing condition  and  must  have  legal  support,  or  props,  to  save 
them  from  falling.  No  truly  great  man  ever  yet  wished  to 
proscribe  any  one,  it  is  the  small  men  of  the  profession  who 
have  urged  the  claims  for  such  laws. 
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DISEASE  vs.  SYMPTOMS. 

DR.  J.  H.  HAXAFORD. 


Xatiii-e  is  ever  vigilant  on  the  line  of  self  pi-eseivation, 
ever  busy  in  the  protection  of  the  powers  of  the  body,  ever 
laborious  in  her  efforts  to  recru[)entte  wtining  and  wasting 
enei^ies.  While  myriads  on  myriads  of  infinitestiroal  crea- 
tures, in  numbers  utterly  Imfflingourwilde.'^t  efforts  at  com- 
putation, Are  ever  busy,  by  day  and  by  night,  in  preserving 
the  integrity  of  the  human  body,  some  taking  with  them 
their  **i^pair-shops"  to  every  place  which  has  sustained  an 
injury,  others  seizing  atoms  of  filth,  decaying  matter,  tug- 
ging it  along  the  stream  of  blcxid,  or  bearing  a  fi^ight  of 
oxygen,  to  vitalize,  all  toiling,  to  sustain  the  structure  in  its 
uonnal  condition,  there  ai*e  forces  as  busy,  perfect  models 
of  fidelity,  as  busy  in  their  attempts  to  i^lieve  the  system 
of  its  disease-germs,  or  to  cure  disease. 

These  corpuscles,  the  lowest  forms  of  animated  existence, 
the  red  and  white,  in  their  fidelity  and  activity,  working  in 
harmony,  all,  for  the  general  good,  teach  us  an  important 
lesson,  practically  receiving  intructions  from  nature.  On 
the  contrary,  poor  mortals  often  **lay  siege"  to  her,  batter 
down  her  walls,  to  the  extent  of  their  ability,  rarely  co- 
operating with  her,  in  her  effoits  to  i-emove  disease. 

The  indications  of  her  cumtive  efforts,  the  manifestations 
of  her  activities,  the  results  of  her  sanitary  measures,  we 
mistake  for  the  li*ue  disease,  in  the  i^moval  of  which,  we 
produce  confusion,  practically  crippling  her  that  her,  mei*ci- 
ful  officios  are  to  a  great  extent  rendered  valueless. 

For  example,  when  the  system  is  so  saturated  with  tilth, 
with  foul  germs,  and  spores,  that  death  fix>m  * 'blood  pois- 
on" is  iminent,  a  great  alarm  seems  to  occur,  followed  by 
H  general  activity,  an  arousing  of  every  jwwer,  for  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  foe,  and  this  we  call  9.  fever ^  not  the  cause, 
the  real  trouble,  any  more  than  the  ususal  efforts  of  the 
horse  ascending  a  hill   with    too  heavy  a  load,  with  the  in- 
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creased  heat,  the  presjjiration.  the  trembling  and  fatigue, 
may  be  regarded  as  the  cause  of  the  heavy  load.  The  im- 
mediate cause,  disease,  is  the  impurity,  the  foulness  of  the 
l)ody,  among  the  remote  ones  being  the  closing  of  the  pores, 
the  sewers  of  the  body,  breathing  foul  odors,  taking  impure 
food,  or  more  than  can  be  disposed  of,  the  remnant  ferment- 
ing, becoming  putrid,  with  general  uncleanness.  To  destroy- 
this  mass  of  putridity,  retained  bj^the  closing  of  the  pores  ; 
nature  institutes  an  actnal  combustion,  burning  what  can 
not  be  ejected,  through  the  instnimentality  of  more  rapid 
breathing,  with  a  corresponding  increase  of  the  action  of 
the  heart,  creating  a  "fever  heat."  More  frequent  breath- 
ing supplies  an  unusual  amount  of  oxygen,  with  consequent 
increased  combustion  of  this  poisonous  waste,  while  the 
heart  sends  Out  more  purified  blood,  gathering  up  a  larger 
share  of  waste  matter  than  usual,  doubly  purifying  the  sys- 
tem, the  result  of  which  is  fever,  incidental  symptoms,  while 
nothing  of  the  kind  would  have  occurred  aside,  from  the 
accumulation  of  filth.  What  is  our  duty?  shall  we  stop  this 
action,  manacle  nature,  throw  every  possible  obstacle  in  her 
way,  give  anodynes,  to  diminish  this  activity?  (I  would  as 
soon  increase  the  load  of  the  struggling  horse,  or  bind  and 
paiiyze  his  muscles,  expecting  that  I  shonid  aid  in  moving 
the  load.)  Or,  shall  we  open  the  pores  that  the  waste  matter 
may  escape  more  readily,  stop  the  food  supply,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  loss  of  the  appetite,  give  drinks  copiously, 
not  im\y  to  cool,  but  go  to  reduce  and  dissolve  the  foul  atoms 
that  they  may  pass  off  the  more  readily,  supplant  the  foul 
air  by  that  as  pure  as  the  breezes  of  heaven?  Shall  we  em- 
ploy all  of  the  natural  forces,  air,  light,  electricity,  stren- 
uously and  faithfully  co-operating  her,  as  an  assistant,  sit- 
ting at  fter  feet  to  learn  her  methods  and  appliances,  or  shall 
we  array  ourselves,  in  a  fashionable  way,  administering  all 
of  the  popular  poisons,  at  the  present  in  vogue,  soon  to  be  re- 
placed by  others,  like  Parisian  styles,  selecting  such  as  will 
the  most  readily  antagonize  with  nature. 
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SANTONINE  POISONING. 

DR.  W.  J.  ATKINSON. 

Three  children  were  given  a  box  of  •'Worm  Lozenges." 
Do  uotlcnow  how  many  were  eaten.  In  a  few  hours,  each 
oue  began  to  vomit,  it  continued  so  during  the  night.  Next 
morning  I  was  asked  to  prescribe  for  Cholera  Infantum. 
I  did  so,  requesting  to  be  notified  if  they  were  not  better 
by  noon.  Was  informed  two  were  better,  but  baby  no  better. 
I  virited  it,  found  it  raving  for  water,  perfectly  crazy  for 
it,  throwing  it  up  soon  as  swallowed.  Tougue,  lips  and  face 
cold  as  death  and  purple.  Upon  inquiry,  I  learned  it  had 
had  the  "worm  candy  to  play  with."  I  pronounced  it  pois- 
oning from  eating  worm  candy.  The  treatment  for  pale 
lips.  Sulphite  Soda,  withholding  water,  and  given  when  it 
mast  drink,  warm  water.  The  thirst  was  allayed  but  a  fever 
e>outinued  which  was  cured  by  aconite  and  anti-periodics. 

Thousands  of  worms  was  destroyed  from  the  three,  so  the 
mamma  said. 


ULCERS.  {Cont.) 

L.  H.  WASHINGTON.  M.   D. 


Dr.  Calletti,  effected  a  cure  in  three  cases  of  opitbeloma, 
by  dusting  nitrate  of  lead  over  the  parts.  In  one  case  the 
part  effected  was  the  nose,  in  the  second,  the  cheek,  and 
the  third  the  breast,.  Two  obstinate  ulcers  of  the  foot  which 
had  resisted  other  methods,  quickly  recovered  under  the 
same  treatment. 

M.  Vidal,  has  for  several  years  made  use  of  a  plaster 
which  he  considers  efficacious  in  cleansing  the  greater  num- 
ber of  ulcers,  and  scrofulous  sores.  Its  composition  is  as 
follows : 
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Diiiehyloii  Philter,  26  parts  ;  Red  I^ad,  2,  1-2  parts ; 
Ciiinalmr,  1,  1-2  parts ;  These  ingredients  are  thoroughly 
mixed  and  spread  upon  a  piece  of  catieo  like  an  ordinary 
diach^rlon  planter;  small  pieces  of  the  plaster  are  used,  a 
little  larger  than  is  sufficient  to  cover  the  ulcer.  It  is  a  very 
appropriate  mode  of  treatment,  and  may  be  easily  emploj'ed 
for  a  loDg  time.     Mr.  Vidal  recommends  it  stnmgly. 

A  two,  four,  or  six  per  cent,  solution  of  tartrate  of  iron 
and  potas-sa  (with  addition  of  a  little  ammonia  to  prevent 
precipitation)  is  recommended  asadi'essing  for  varicose  ul- 
cers. Saturate  charpie  in  the  solution  and  apply  to  the  ul- 
cer»  niorning  and  evening,  at  first,  and  when  cicatrization 
has  commenced,  in  the  evening  only.  Over  the  charpie  place 
a  drei«sing  of  simple  cerate;  should  there  be  much  pain, 
dress  with  opium  cerate  for  a  few  days,  after  which  use  the 
solution  exclusively.  The  charpie  must  be  fine  and  the  cerate 
dressing  abundant.  Kemove  the  charpie  dressing  after  hav- 
ing saturated  it  so  completely  as  to  allow  its  removal  with- 
out the  retention  of  a  single  filament  b}^  the  sore,  as  that 
would  disturb  the  healing  process. 

Bisulphide  of  carbon  is  particularly  useful  in  all  ulcers 
showing  a  tendency  to  s))eard,  especially  if  of  a  syphilitic 
nature.  It  is  by  far  the  best  local  application  in  that  larger 
class  of  ulcers  termed  indolent  or  chronic.  Apply  freely 
twice  a  day  by  means  of  si  camels-hair  brush,  or  a  piece  of 
charpie  may  be  soaked  in  the  liquid  and  squeezed  upon  the 
mouth  of  the  bottle  to  cxpell  any  excess  of  the  drug ;  then 
lightly  bi-ush  charpie  over  the  surface  of  the  ulcer,  and  cover 
with  sume  mild,  unirritating  powder,  as  subnitrate  of  bis- 
muth or  starch.  It  generally  produces  severe  pain,  which, 
howevei'  lasts  only  a  few  seconds.     Dr.  Dorring. 

Much  satisfaction  is  experienced  in  the  treatment  of  chron- 
ic ulcerations  by  the  use  of  a  solution  of  chloral  hydrate, 
10  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  as  a  daily  dressing.  The 
application  is  generally  attejded  with  considerable  smarting. 
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which  become  less  after  eacli  successive  application.  Foul 
ulcers  quickly  become  sweet,  aud  all  forms  heal  more  rapid- 
ly.    Dr.  Lucas. 

Dr.  Craig  uses  it  with  good  results,  2  to  4  grains  to  the 
ounce  of  water. 

Finely  powdered  iodoform,  or  mixed  one  part  to  three 
with  petroleum  ointment,  makes  an  admirable  application  to 
the  most  sensitive  surfaces,  «uch  as  irritable  ulcers,  etc.  Jt 
is  a  good  rule  never  to  apply  soap  to  such  surfaces  ;  even  the 
best  obtainable  is  often  irritating,  and  water  should  be  thor- 
oughly boiled  and  used  when  cooling.  To  do  away  with  the 
odor  of  iodoform  it  may  be  mixed  with  equal  parts  of  tannin, 
or  employed  in  ethereal  solution. 

Old  ulcers. — In  variccnse  ulcers,  I  give  tincture  of  hamma- 
melis,  internally,  in  doses  of  five  drops,  three  times  a  day, 
and  bandage  the  limb,  wetting  the  bandage  in  a  solution  of 
hammanielis,  eight  or  ten  days.  When  I  have  thus  sufficient- 
ly contracted  the  veins  of  the  part,  I  commence  local  treat- 
ment. An  excellent  remedy,  is  iodoform,  dusted  over  the 
surface  of  the  ulcer  two  or  three  times  a  week,  and  then  that 
may  be  followed  by  the  ointment  of  boracic  acid,  tolerably 
strong,  applied  daily,  which  will  soon  change  the  condition 
of  the  ulcer,  causing  it  to  heal  rapidly.  In  cases  of  indolent 
ulcers  same  treatment,  omitting  the  hammanielis.  Dr.  Goss. 

Lupus. — Dr.  Jarish,  recommends  a  ten  per  cent  ointment 
of  pyrogallic  acid  to  be  used  on  the  ulcer  continuously  for 
three  days,  then  a  rest  of  a  few  days.  The  almost  invariable 
effect  of  this  treatment  is  the  destruction  of  the  lupus  infil- 
tration and  setting  up  a  healthy  granulating  surface  which 
is  taken  on  at  the  edges  of  the  sore,  the  best  evidence  of  that 
healthy  cicatrization.  If  after  the  period  of  rest  any  evi- 
dence of  the  disease  presents  itself,  the  pyrogallic  acid  must 
he  asrain  resorted  to  and  so  continue  until  all  evidence  of 
the  maliffnant  ulceration  has  been  overcome.  The  ointment 
is  prepared  as  follows ; 
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Cosmoline,  2  ounces  ;  white  wax,  spermaceti,  each,  1  ounce  ; 
Glycerine,  1  drachm.  Melt  the  three  first  together  and  when 
nearly  cool  stir  in  the  glycerine  ;  to  this  latter  the  pyrogallic 
acid  must  be  previously  added  to  the  amount  of  240  grains 
and  well  incorporated. 

Salicylic  acid  has  been  used  to  cure  lupus  with  flatteriuj^ 
success.  Salicylic  acid,  1  drachm  ;  Water,  Glycerine,  each, 
1-2  ounce.  Mix,  Apply  to  the  ulcer  with  a  camels  hair  brush 
twice  a  day.     Dr.  J.  Adolphus. 

For  the  healing  of  gangrenous  ulcers  of  the  foot,  the 
following  proceedure  is  recommended.  Take  dry  earth 
(like  gypsum)  and  use  in  Such  a  manner  that  a  layer  comes 
to  lie  upon  the  ulcer  itself,  to  be  secured  by  a  cloth  moist- 
ened in  pure  water.     The  dressing  remains  twelve   hours. 

In  the  hospitals  of  India  good  results  have  been  obtained 
by  this  application. 


FAILURE  OF  VACCINATION  IN  CHICAGO. 

W^I.  YOUNG. 


To  the  Editor. 

Sir, — Noting  that  your  columns  have  been  freely  open 
for  discussion  of  the  Vaccination  question,  I  venture  to  so- 
licit the  insertion  of  a  few  facts  relative  to  the  City  of  Chi- 
cago, taken  from  the  official  Report  of  the  Healfh  Depart- 
ment of  that  City,  for  the  years  1881  and  1882,  now  before 
me. 

Should  any  person  have  a  lingering  faith  in  the  asserted 
protective  powers  of  Vaccination,  a  study  of  these  facts 
must  surely  convince  him  that  such  powers  are  purely  myth- 
ical, and  that  V?iccination  should  be  relegated  to  that  limbo 
where  lie  buried  other  medical  fallacies  of  the  past. 

According  to  this  Report,  the  small-pox  mortality  of  Chi- 
cago for  the  last  thirty  years  (the  population  having  increas- 
ed from  252,000  in  1868,  to  560,000  in  1882^  has  been  as 
follows:  — 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST,  LOUIS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  123 


Years  Small-pox  mortality. 

1851-60         109 

1861-70         778 

1878-80         1,479 

For  the  year  1881         1,180 

'*    ^         1882         1,292 

Thus  concurrently  with  the  almost  universal  Vaccination  of 
the  population,  with  a  resort  by  wholesale  to  that  'Mnfalli- 
ble  nostrum,"  B(»vine  Virus,  small-pox  has  inci'eased  at  an 
alurming  rate.  None  are  so  blind  as  those  who  will  not  see, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  above  admission  of  the  utter  impo- 
tence of  Vaccination,  or  Vitulation,  to  prevent  small-pox, 
it  would  be  incredii)le  to  find  in  the  same  Report  the  audac- 
ious asserticm  that,  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  fatal  epidemic 
of  1881-2,  **our  citizens  had  been  eflSciently  protected  by 
methodical  house-to-house  Vaccination"  did  we  not  know 
that,  out  of  nine  officials  of  the  Board  of  Health,  no  less 
than  six  are  physicians. 

So  much  for  prevention.  That  Vaccination  has  equally 
failed  to  mitigate  the  disease  is  proven  by  the  admission  that 
the  average  death  rate  of  patients,  treated  at  home  and  in 
the  Hospital,  was  37  per  cent.,  a  death  rate  exactly  double 
that  recorded  by  Jurin,  Duvillard,  and  other  competent  ob- 
servers, during  the  last  century,  when  all  were  unvaccinated. 
Cobbett  said,  "quacks  have  always  one  shuffle  left,"  and 
thus  we  find  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attributing  the 
increase  of  small-pox  amongst  his  "efficiently  protected 
citizens"  to  the  influx  of  unvaccinated  foreigners;  a  theory 
contradicted  by  his  own  facts,  for  he  states  that  out  of  2,062 
ca^ses  treated  in  the  Hospital,  1,009  were  emigrants  from 
England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Germany  ;  the  best  vaccina- 
ted countries  of  Europe,  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  whom  had, 
doubtless,  before  landing  on  American  soil,  been  branded 
with  the  mark  of  the  beast. 

If  the  Health  Department  of  Chicago  was  not  dominated 
and  be-fooled  by  medical  interest,  influence  and  intrigue, 
it  would  find  in  the  Report  of  Dr.   Dewolf ,  a  rational  and 
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SHtisfai'tory  explanation  of  the  increase  of  small-pox  ;  for 
he  snys(page5)  : — "Such  has  been  the  addition  to  the  pop- 
ulation, that  our  tenement  houses  and  cottages  and  ham  lots, 
have  filled  with  human  beings  far  beyond  any  sanitary  limit. 

If  Chicago  is  to  receive  an  acce-^sion  of  50,000  souls  year- 
ly, packing  them,  as  at  present,  in  unsewered  districts  be- 
low the  street  level,  on  ground  saturated  with  mc»isture  and 
organic  filth,  the  penalty  will  surely  appear  in  some  devasta- 
ting epidemic." 

These  are  pregnant  words.  Has  not  the  warning  already 
appeared,  indicating  that  if  a  devastating  epidemic  is  to  be 
averted,  no  reliance  must  be  placed  on  that  broken  staff  of 
Doctors  and  Virus-venders — Vaccination,  but  a  prompt  re- 
sort must  be  had  to  the  Sanatary  Engineer  and  Scavenger, 
who  must  remove  the  causes  of  small-pox  and  all  other  zy- 
motic diseses,  viz.,  filth  and  pollution  of  every  kind,  prevent 
overcrowding,  and  supply  to  every  house  and  tenement  an 
abundance  of  light,  pure  air,  and  water — Nature's  grand 
and  unfailing  prophylactics  against  disease. 

•      114.  victoria  Street  London. 


SE3L.ECTI02SrS- 


ENTRANCE  OF  AIR  INTO  VEINS  DURING 
SURGICAL  OPERATIONS. 


Mr.  Fred.  Treves,  in  the  BHt,  Med.  Jour,  in  an  inter- 
esting paper  gives  a  short  account  of  this  untoward  accident 
and  details  a  plan  of  treatment  adopted  by  him  and  success- 
fully carried  out  in  two  cases.  The  accident  is  greatly  to 
be  dreaded.  It  occurs  most  frequently  if  not  altogether  in 
the  veins  of  the  neck  and  axilla,  and  is  caused  by  the  aspi- 
ratory  movementsof  the  thorax,  acting  upon  a  vein  partially 
divided,  For  the  accident  to  occur  it  is  necessary  for  the 
mouth  of  the  vein  to  be  held  open  either  by  being  partially 
divided  or  from  inflammatory  adhesion,  or  from  being  in- 
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eluded  ill  the  subtstaiice  of  a  tumor,  or  from  peculiar   rela- 
tions  to  normal  structures  as  in    the   axillary  vein  to  the 
co.sto-coracoid   membrane  or  in  the   relation  of  the  jugular 
veins  to  the  cervical    facia.     The  entrance  of  air  in  accom- 
panied by  a  hissing  noise  and  sudden  terror,  severe  dyspnoea, 
failure  and  irregularity  of  the  |)ulse  and  collapse.      About 
two-thirds  of  the  cases  die  in  a  few  hours  or  days.     Some 
cases,  however,  recover.  The  fatal  result  appears  to  be  due 
to  the  rapidity  of  the  entrance  of  the  air  rather  than  to  its 
amount.   Death  is  caused  by  arrest  of  pulmonary  circulation, 
the  mixture  of  blood  and  air  preventing  the  functioning  of 
the  tricuspid  and   pulmonary    valves.     Mr.  Treves,  founds 
his  treatment  u[)on  the  observations  of  the  fact  that  the  ac- 
cident occurs  in  what  may  be  termed  dry  wounds.  He  has  an 
attendant  ready  with  a  sponge  full  of  water,  which  is  squeez- 
ed into  the   wound   immediately   upon   hearing  the  hissing 
noise.    Then  during  the  next  expiratory  effort  forcible  press- 
ure is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  thorax,    expressing  the  air 
tis  much  as  possible.  When  all  the  air  has  been  forced  <mt, 
the  wounded  vein  is  to  be  seized  and  either  entirely  divided 
or  ligatured,  always   during  the    movements  of  expiration. 
He  gives  two  cases  in  which  he  thus  treated  successfully  this 
serious  complication.    The  first  was  a  child  in  whom  trach- 
eotemy  was  performed  ;  immediately  after  the  wound  was 
sponged  out,  a  hissing  noise  was  heard  and  the  child  became 
collapsed  and  to  all  appearance  dead.     The  wound  was  at 
once  tilled  with  water,  and  forcible  pressure  made  upon  the 
thorax   during   the   expiratory    movements.    The  vein  and 
structures  were  then  seized  with   forceps  and  divided  com- 
pletely.   The    child    recovered.     The  second  case  was  in  a 
man  aged  fifty.    The  common  carotid  was  about  to  be  liga- 
tured.   The  neck  was  short,  thick  and  fat.     Before  the  lig- 
ature  was  applied  a  hissing  noise   was  heard,  the    wound 
was  at  once  tilled  with    water;   the  thorax  during  the  next 
expiratory  movement  was  forcibly  compressed.     The  vein 
was  then  seized  and  clamped.   No  further  trouble  ensued. 
The  patient  in  each  case  wsis  an«sthetised. 
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SYMPTOMS  OF  CARBOLIC  ACID  POISONING. 


A  few  days  ago,  writes  H.  H.  VI^KK,  M.  D..  St.  Charles, 
Mo.,  I  had  a  chance  to  study  the  syiiiptoiiis  of  carbolic  acid 
poisoning  in  two  children,  the  one,  a  boy  of  8  years,  and 
the  youngest,  a  girl  of  5  years.  They  were  both  troubled 
with  Oxyuris  verrntcidaris  (thread-worm),  and  I  had  pre- 
scribed carbolic  acid,  twent}'  drops  to  be  added  to  a  pint  of 
water,  and  u>ed  as  an  injection.  But  on  account  of  some 
misunderstanding  the  n)other  had  added  a  laige  tespoonful 
of  the  acid  (which  contained  by  actual  measure  seventy 
drops)  to  a  pint  of  water.  She  had  given  both  children  the 
above  injection  about  half-past  7  o'clock,  a.m.,  and  in  about 
5  minutes  after  the  administion  of  the  injection,  they  both 
fell  asleep,  and  slept  for  about  tw^enty  minutes.  After  this 
they  awoke,  got  up  from  their  bed,  talked  constantly  and 
incoherently,  walked  about  the  room  in  a  restle^s  manner; 
very  soon  their  gait  became  uncertain  and  unsteady,  till, 
unable  to  maintain  an  erect  position,  they  fell  upon  the  floor. 

They  were  entirely  unconcious,  their  eyes  had  a  wild  and 
vacant  stare,  and  pupils  were  much  dilated.  Their  breath 
was  charged  with  vapor  of  carbolic  acid.  The  head  of  both 
children  was  hot,  extremities,  however,  w^ere  of  a  normal 
temperature  ;  the  skin  was  covered  with  perspiration.  The 
pulse  was  full  and  frequent.  Even  after  they  had  been  put 
to  bed,  they  showed  constant  muscular  agitation,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  they  might  have  convulsions  any  moment.  They 
did  not  appear  to  suffer  any  pain. 

About  9  o'clock,  a.  m.,  they  became  more  easy  and  quiet, 
the  muscular  agitation  gradually  subsided,  and  they  fell  into 
a  comatis  condition  from  which  they  could  be  aroused  only 
with  difliculty  ;  when  they  would  open  their  eyes,  still  hav- 
ing that  same  wild  and  vacant  stare.  During  this  state,  res- 
piration was  somewhat  laborious  and  diminished  in  frequen- 
cy. About  11  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  boy,  when  aroused,  ap- 
peared tobeconcious,  but  immediately  relapsed  into  a  som- 
nolent stale. 
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About  one  hour  later,  the  girl  regained  consciousness. 
Soon  after  that  they  conunenced  to  vomit  and  vomited  more 
or  less  all  day.     After  that  they  recovered  rapidly. 

In  regard  to  the  treatment,  I  wish  to  add  that  immediately 
upon  my  arrival  at  the  house,  1  washed  out  the  rectum  with 
an  injectiion  of  water,  soap,  and  castor  oil,  and  not  know- 
ing an  antidote  for  carbolic  acid,  1  administered  five  drops 
of  spts  aeth.  nit.  eveiy  hour,  with  a  view  of  eliminating 
the  poison  by  the  kidneys.     Med.  Neioa. 


ISTB^^^  IlSrV^EJSrTIOlSJS. 


COMPKESSION 
INHALER. 

A  new  instrument  for 
the  application  of  medica- 
ted steam,  and  the  ema- 
nations of  volatile  drugs 
to  the  respiratory  tract, 
eustachian  tubes  and  mid- 
dle ear,  and  for  syscemat- 
ic  forced  respiration  of 
cold  or  heated  atmospheric 
air,  or  steam,  pure  or  med- 
icated, in  deficient  respi- 
ratory capacity.  Devised 
by  Dr.  Charles  E.  Sa- 
jous,  Instructor  in  Lary- 
ngology and  Rhinology  in 
the  Post-Graduate  Course 
of  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  Clinical  Chief 
in  the  Throat  Deparment 
of  Jefferson  College  Hos- 
pital. 


The  Compression  Inhaler,  besides  combining  all  the  ad- 
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vantages  of  the  most  improved  inluiler,  introduces  a  simple 
device  by  which  the  inhalations  are  rendered  much  more  ef- 
fective. The  annexed  cuts  represent  the  instrument  as  it 
appears  to  the  eye  on  one  side,  and  as  it  would  appear  were 
it  exact!}  divided  perpendicularly  on  the  other. 

It  is  made  of  tin  plate,  and  of  the  capacity  of  one  pint. 
«,  is  a  tube  for  the  entrance  of  air;  6,  an  opening  of  the  same 
diameter  as  that  of  the  tube,  a,  for  the  egress  of  the  air  a- 
long  with  the  steam  ;  the  opening  is  covered  externally  by 
a  valve,  which  is  raised  l)y  the  current  of  air  and  steam  as 
these  are  inhaled,  and  closed  by  the  exhaled  current;  c,  i.s 
another  opening,  of  a  diameter  one-fourth  of  that  for  inspi- 
ration, also  covered  by  a  valve,  which  is  o|)ened  in  expini- 
tion  and  closed  in  inspiration.  When  an  inhalation  is  taken, 
the  air  rushes  in  at  a,  passes  through  the  medicated  liquid, 
and  out  along  with  steam  through  c,  raising  the  large  valve. 
In  exhalation,  the  air  is  blown  ba<'k  into  the  mouth-piece, 
and  out  of  the  upper  and  smaller  opening,  c*,  into  the  sur- 
rounding atmosphere.  A  thermometer  passing  through  the 
stopper,  indicates  the  teniperatureof  the«^ea7?i.  The  mouth- 
piece is  covered  with  a  piece  of  rubber-tubing,  one-half  inch 
long,  to  prevent  burningof  the  lips.  (For  purposes  of  clean- 
liness, physicians  should  keep  a  number  of  pieces  of  tubing 
on  hand  ;  their  cost  is  so  slight  that  one  piece  can  be  used 
for  each  patient.) 

With  the  above  dcKcriptioji  the  genei-al  modus  operandi 
of  the  instrument  can  be  readily  en(»ugh  understood.  The 
object  of  limiting  the  diameter  of  the  expiratory  valve  to  so 
small  a  proportion  as  one  fourth  of  that  for  inspiration  is  to 
establish  a  resistance  to  the  expiratory  effort^  and  this  expi- 
ratory  ejfort  being  exerted  by  the  pressure  of  the  thorax  a- 
rounds  by  the  diaphragm  under ^  and  by  the  inherent  resilien- 
cy of  the  lung  itself  the  lung  tissue  is^  as  it  were,  crowded 
on  the  medicated  atmosphere,  the  latter  forcing  itself  into 
the  smallest  ramifications. 
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For  the  Truth,  then,  let  uh  battle;  And  its  might  shall  set  you  free. 


MAXIMS. 


Wisdom  come8  only  by  thought —  great  labor,  and  there 
are  no  enduring  gains  except  wisdom.  Ed. 

This  world  was  never  meant  for  genus  to  exist,  it  must 
create  another.  Zanoni. 

Mild  remedies,  small  doses,  external  applications  and  di- 
rect therapeutics  constitute  the  N^e plus  ultra  of  successful 
practice.  Ed^ 

Friendship  is  the  legitimate  germ  from  which  friends  are 
produced.  Kind  impulses,  words  and  deeds  are  the  most 
effective  means  of  incubation,  growth  and  perfection. 

Hanaford. 

Fashions  in  therapeutics  should  be  followed  only  when 
the  new  mode  has  the  sanction  of  one's  scientific  knowledge, 
or  is  sustained  by  unimpeachable  testimony.  Hibbard. 


NEW  ETHICS  AND  TftE  N.  Y.  CODE. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  N.  Y.  State  Medical  Society 
at  its  late  meeting  in  Feb.,  has  vindicated  its  integrity,  by 
standing  firmly  to  its  departure  on  the  code  question,  and 
has  really  emphasized  its  determined  efforts  for  reform,  by 
another  pronounced  vote,  of  a  large  majority  in  favor  of  its 
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former  al)s()lution  and  frtfedoni  f roii]  the  old  antedated  <*odf 
of  the  Aiuerican  Mediriil  Asisoi-iation. 

It  is  from  just  such  heroic  iiniine.s8  and  patriotic  niaiii- 
festations,  that  grow  lasting  henetit». 

The  Church,  ihe  State  Politics  and  all  associate  depart- 
ments of  society  have  ever  shown  the  necessity  for  just  such 
sterling  manifestations  as  our  N.  Y.  hrethern  are  evinciiijr- 

It  may  be  death  to  the  old  re^^trictive  code,  but  it  is  lifo, 
viiTor  to  the  new. 

It  is  fixation  to  the  liberty  that  lighteth  the  soul  of  man. 
It  is  the  foreshadowing  of  what  is  to  come,  when  the  prin- 
ciples that  illume,  American  Liberty,  and  which  purchasseil 
so  much  liberizing  essentials  from  the  thraldom  of  nionarch- 
ial  despotism  through  our  Independence,  and  which  aptly 
illustmtes  just  what  is  essential  in  medical  domineering,  to 
set  aglow  the  spirit  of  a  genuine  advancement. 

If  ever  in  the  history  of  medicine,  there  was  a  time  when 
such  a  revolt  was  needed  it  is  just  now,  and  the  future  his- 
torian will  look  to  the  action  in  N.  Y.  as  the  very  cmdle  of 
liberalism. 

It  is  not  needful  to  dwell  upon  the  errors  of  the  old  code 
as  a  guidance  to  this  age ;  eveiy  unbiased  observer  sees  and 
realizes  that  the  times  demand  not  a  tr.iitorism,  butajieroic 
and  firm  opposition  to  that  which  through  reason  of  non- 
adaptability,  has  grown  to  a  nmsty,  obsolete  dictum,  of  du- 
bious necessity,  and  absurd  bidoctrinations,  positively  hurt- 
ful in  tendency,  and  grossly  danmging  in  execution. 

It  has  long  been  the  bane  of  the  profession,  and  deserved 
to  have  been  dinamitized  long  ago. 

It  is  just  right,  in  the  everla^^ting  harmony  of  things,  that 
mankind  anjl  ^medical  men  in  pailicular  should  learn  that 
the  days  of  domineering  are  over ;  that  kindness  should  sec- 
ond sympathizing  effort  and  that  exclusions  must  cease  to 
bar  professional  independence. 

In  the  minds  of  some  reluctants,  love  for  the  code  may 
chain  their  adherence  to  its  arbitrary  charms,  but  the  aven- 
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j^ing  angel  of  liuiiianizing  chiiracter,  of  individualizing  in- 
tegrity, and  that  above  all  which  erect?*  in  man  aeharaeler  at 
4»nce  l>eaign  and  asi^ociated  with  the  divine;  can,  is  d(»ing, 
siud  will  coni|)letely  snap  the  ishaekeU  and  free  captive.^, 
%vliether  acceptable  or  otherwise. 

The  Star  of  Bethlehem  did  n<»t  sink  into  oblivion  and  leave 
H  world  void  of  the  **la9)ip  ofltfey'"  nor  ha^  systennitic  big- 
otry and  oonjnred  np  selfishness,  succeeded  in  effectually 
dismaying  the  light-holders  of  this  dof/,  our  da;f/  and  our 
<rcneration. 


^OME  PEKTIXEXT  QUESTIOXS  AXl)  IJKIEF 
REPLIE8. 

The  following  questions  are  now  pending  liefore  the  in- 
ternational congress  that  is  to  convene  at  Coj)€nhagen,  Aug. 
i:ext,  and  formulates  a  portion  of  their  labors. 

These  replies  are  not  intended  as  replete  answers  in  detail, 
but  as  reflecting  suggestive  fo<Kl  from  which  each  rational 
pi-actioner,  may  elaborate  consistent  guidance  i-elative  to 
the  matters  in  point,  and  pertinent  to  his  own  cases. 

Q. — The  function  of  marine  stations  in  pediatrics? 

A. — Climatic  and  epidemic  mostly. 

Q. — The  normal  increase  in  w^eight  among  children,  after 
early  infancy?  • 

A. — The  import  will  directly  aid  physiological  studies, 
and  divide  fram  pathological  conditions,  finally  lending  im- 
pulse to  the  ultimate  study  of  function,  natural  and  abnor- 
mal. 

Q. — The  result  of  propln^lactic  treatment  in  opthalmo- 
blennorrbcea  ain(»ng  the  new  lK)rn? 

A. — Hygienic  principles  and  requiring  better  methods  in 
management  of  the  enciente  and  remotely  looking  to  the  pre- 
vention of  managable  sins  or  physiological  incest. 

Q. — The  same,  in  milder  forms  and  positively   ari-angcd 
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iiccoiding  to  natural  method,  is,  of  kind  according  to  rel- 
ative tissue. 

A, — This  being  the  all  important  point  in  all  antiseptic- 
administration.  (The  reader  is  here  requested  to  remember 
and  examine  an  article  to  he  presented  at  some  future  time 
on  the  relative  value  of  antiseptics  to  different  tissues*.) 

Q. — On  the  inxpoilanceof  the  pediatric  poly-clinic  for  the 
propagation  of  hygienic  notions  among  the  people? 

A. — If  rightly  managed  and  truly,  as  its  name  would  in- 
dicate, a  good  thing. 

Q. — Nephritis  among  children,  especially  in  the  first  years 
of  life? 

A. — ^Will  tend  to  give  it  proper  status  among  the  septic 
perversions,  and  guided  by  higher  thought  to  more  rational 
practice. 

Q. — Tubercular  Meningitis,  in  early  infancy? 

A. — If  soundly  considered  will  surely  develope  the  right 
of  this  to  be  recognized  as  a  scrofulous  dependency  and  of 
positively  malignant  tendencies. 

Q. — On  the  nature  of  the  so-called  acute  Rachitis? 

A. — Positively  dependent  on  faulty  nutrition,  the  direct 
result  of  incohesive,  inorganic  elaboration,  founded  in,  and 
sustained  by,  hereditary  functional  aberation. 

Q. — On  intestinal  invagination  in  children,  and  the  ap- 
parent difference  of  its  frequency  in  different  countries? 

A. — Dependingt)n  mal-relations  between  the  muscular 
tonicity  and  nerve  activity,  or  irritability. 

Q. — The  treatment  of  acute  Articular,  Eheumatism  in 
children  by  means  of  salicylic  acid? 

A. — Better  let  it  alone  and  rely  upon  better  measures. 

Q. — Does  Croup  constitute  a  category  which  is  well  de- 
fined clinically? 

A. — Yes,  when  once  understood  ;  not  as  yet  depicted  by 
authors. 

If  the  questions  elicit  thought,  or  our  replies  direct  good 
attention,  the  object  sought  will  be  attained. 
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BOJLS,  FELONS  AND  CARBUNCLES- 

These  three  conditions  have  l)een  so  classified  as  to  lead 
the  unwary  to  c*onclude  they  held  seperate  pathological  reU 
evauey,  and  quite  differing  oausological  characteristics, 
when  in  reality  the  variances  are  of  trifling  import. 

The  real  characteristic  differences  consisting  in  the  loca- 
tion and  surrounding  tissue  constructions,  or  as  is  largelj'^ 
the  case,  depending  upon  temperamental  tendenciei^. 

Thus  some  ))ersons,  though  subject  to  all  the  operative 
causes,  that  can  and  do  ultinuite  in  one  or  the  other  of  these 
affections,  are  nevertheless  (juite  exempt,  while  others  from 
slighest  exijeriences,  and  even  under  strict  prophylaxis,  do 
fall  heir  to  the  unenviable  inheritance. 

Sure  we  are  that  though  they  may  be  for  thousands  of 
times  pronounced  valuable  and  compared  with  eagles  in 
woilh,  yet  none  can  be  found  who  envy  their  commercial 
valuations. 

In  the  light  of  *y?i<Ay"  the  luckless  possessor  inherits  his 
misfortunes,  while  in  that  of  *^lucre''  the  profession  reaps 
its  harvest. 

This  harvest  will  undoubtedly  be  plentiful,  though  the 
laborers  (physicians)  may  be  few  or  plenty  ;  so  long  as  fauU 
ty  hygiene  continues  the  l«ne  of  society,  or  as  irrational- 
medical  practices  exist. 

Now  boils  and  carbuncles  are  due  alike  to  the  same  pi-ov- 
ocations,  viz,  failure  to  eliminate  impurities  of  one  or  an 
other  characteristics  from  the  economy. 

Most  frequently  these  are  lodgements  of  undigestible  or 
non-assimilable  substances,  entering  the  body  through  the 
food  channels;  hence,  seen  most  often  at,  or  near  the  ter- 
minus of  long  and  severe  winters,  and  in  those  accustomed 
to  rich,  and  over  feeding. 

Buckwheat  cakes,  other  hot  breads,  treacle,  greasy  meats, 
and  carbonaceous  and  stimulating  ingredients  generally. 

Their  physical  phenomena  is  shown  to  consist  in  chiefly  a 
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localized  effort  to  remove  the  off eiidintr  inateriaU,  lienee  the 
aligns^  (improperly  called  M-mptoms.) 

It  should  be  (»b^erved  ju.st  here  too,  that  these  painful 
tn»ul)les,  (mly  come  to  theyoun<r  and  viva<iou.s  ;  tho.^e  who^e 
reactionary  forces  aie  strong  »nd  read}'  t(»  answer  any  sum- 
mons and  which  respond  promjitly  to  the  call  for  voluntary 
aid  in  expunging  the  offending  enemies. 

Under  the  laws  of  elimination,  as  every  where  in  nature, 
the  weakest  part  suffers  first,  ceteriaat  j)arabn/<.  This  is  why 
one  point  is  selected  in  preferance  to  another  for  their  ap- 
pearance. 

And  the  differential  facts  between  Hoil  and  carbuncle,  is 
only  due  to  local  environments. 

The  same  cause  h>calizingin  the  looser  structures,  the  cel- 
ular  tissue  and  general  sub-dermoid  structures,  will  yield  the 
boil,  wiiile  if  under  the  str(»ngly  riesisting  tendons,  broad 
and  unyielding  facias,  or  beneath  calloused  cutis,  may  ex- 
tend, burrow  and  involve,  greater  areas  and  be  more  tardy 
in  suppurating,  and  exhibit  less  real  f<ignn^  while  giving  great- 
er nerve  shock  and  true  symptoms. 

Their  treatment  is  the  same,  modified  only  in  degree  and 
in  consonance  with  the  above  features. 

Each  may  be  aborted  if  observed  in  time  and  prior  to  the 
development  of  septic  ferment. 

Hot  applications,  of  a  marked  sedative  and  relaxing  ten- 
dency, persistently  applied,  and  even  cold  ones,  will  often 
discuss  the  concentrated  action  by  facilitating  vascular  dis- 
cngorgements  which  constitute  the  chief  source  of  difficulty. 

Next  to  this  ;  not  always  unquestionable  measure  ;  comes 
the  development  aids  and  the  evacuation  proceedures. 

Pustulation  now  becomes  imperative  and  thc^ earlier  brought 
about  and  at  the  same  time  thrown  out,  the  sooner  and  sa- 
fer the  recovery. 

For  the  former  indication,  warm  acetous  cataplasms  are 
of  the  first  importance.  If  not  vinegar  poultices,  rotten  ap- 
ples or  decaying  vegetables,  then  yeast,  and  these   alterna- 
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ted  with  caustics  or  destructive  chemicals,  applied  throuofh 
incisions,  down  to  the  depths  of  molecular  disturbance,  so 
jis  to  effectually  destroy  those  atoms  primarily  involved 
or  else  more  easily  disintegrated. 

Septicity  heing  the  paramount  idea  and  imperative  dc 
mand. 

In  the  case  of  the  boils  of  lesser  character,  a  small  poul- 
tice of  slippery  elm,  or  linseed,  or  other  poultices,  of  like 
import  may  suffice,  or  numerous  adhesive  plasters,  so  called 
drawning  appliances,  may  answer  the  purpose. 

The  larger  and  severer  sort,  require,  after  facilitating  the 
suppurative  stajre,  to  be  opened  with  thumb  lancet,  or 
thin  abscess  bistoury  ;  down  to  the  nidus  or  chief  seat  of 
active  eruption,  and  besides  if  retarded  action  be  there  evinc- 
ed, some  chloride  of  Zinc,  sulphide  of  Zinc,  or  some  of  our  ve- 
ry efficient  hasteners  of  molecular  disintegration,  be  pressed 
down  with  the  scoop  or  other  means  to  the  very  bottom  of  tn)p 
natural  ebulition.  After  this,  anti-septics  are  required  to 
stay  the  dismembering  of  adjacent,  but  not  directly  involv- 
ed structures.  Thorough  and  free  elimination  is  to  be  ef- 
fected, to  the  end  tVat  no  unlawful  residue  be  allowed  to 
shelter  within  the  domains  of  innocent,  integral  member- 
ship of  the  economy. 

The  Felon  has  this  difference,  that  of  m(n*e  commonly  being 
engendered  by  a  contusion,  which  destroys  some  cogent  mol- 
ecule, or  perhaps  temporising  or  incipient  blastoderme,  thus 
converting  otherwise  homogeneous  plasma  and  homogene- 
ous formations  into  dead,  obnoxious  debris,  to  be  necessarily 
removed.  The  removal  of  which  may  in  certain  cases  go 
forward  over  rapidly,  for  the  recuperating  powers  to  supply 
construction,  and  so  the  physical  reparative  want,  may  be- 
come the  pertinent  impairment  and  lead  to  local  distress 
and  pain;  such  cases  will  usually  recover  after  a  few  days 
of  threatening  and  temporising  pain.  They  often  tind  free- 
dom of  circulatory  currents  limited,  or  as  may  happen,  the 
gateways  cut  off,  and  the  pointing  process  the  only  avenue  of 
escape,  and  this  to  carry  out  nature^  plan,  can  only  be  effected 
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by  niejins*  of  the  fluidity  of  pus.  So  that  here  the  same 
i^ause  of  development  and  termination,  beeome,  necessary 
and  the  treatment  only  varied  on  account  of  the  necessary 
carrying  off  the  delayed  es^cape  of  the  dead  particles,  which 
could  not  effect  a  discharge  through  the  dense  resisting  su- 
perimposed structures. 

To  accomplish  this  greatest  desideratum,  the  evacuating 
incisions  should  consist  of  several  deep  outlets,  these  accord- 
ing to  area  of  the  deadly  encampment,  and  the  texture* 
preventing  coming  to  the  surface. 

Scarcely  any  danger  from  too  many,  or  over  free  evacu- 
ating conduits. 

Esich  incision  should  then  be  crowded  with  one  of  the  be- 
foi*e  mentioned  eanstics,  or  some  of  more  alkiline  nature.  I 
have  found  the  caustic  soda  (Soda  jSitras,)  preferable,  l)ut 
permanganate  of  Potassa  is  good. 

An  admirable  precaution  is  to  break  down  as  much  of  the 
encompassed  semmi  destroyed  tisues,  as  may  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  be  admissible,  and  then  to  suffuse  the  entire  cav- 
ernous mass  with  some  strong  alkaline  caustic  liquid. 

I  say  cavernous,  for  what  more  natural,  as  well  as  assur- 
edly true,  than  that  such  a  cause,  impelled  by  meandering 
tendencies  should  tirst  reach  and  effect  such  textures  as  are 
most  exposed  and  conjoinedly,  more  easily  disintegrated  ; 
the  older,  while  under  the  action  of  senility,  and  those  of 
present  neucleative  vitality,  should  longer  resist  death  ten- 
dencies. 

Iodoform  offers  a  very  suitable  transmogrifying  agency, 
and  is  eminently  sericeable. 

Thymol,  perhaps  now,  stands  at  the  lead  of  all  useful 
antiseptics. 

The  serious  tendencies  of  some  of  the  severer  cases,  and 
the  jeopardizing  impoVt  of  some,  in  dangerous  proximity  to 
important  vessels,  tisues  or  cavities,  are  not  to  be  over  lo  ok. 
ed,orforo!ie  mmnt^jit,  disregarded,  under  penalty  of  right- 
ful censure  for  criminil  ignorance,  of  culpable  carelessness^ 
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Neither  are  the  coiKstitutional  effects  to  be  overlooked, 
alteratives,  eliminatives  and  general  purification  and  anti- 
septic restoration  is  necesbary,  and  often  prerentive  of  re- 
current complications.  Thus  the  Boil,  Carbuncles  Felons, 
are  kindredly  related,  subject  to  allied  treatment,  and  de- 
manding scientific  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  profes- 
sion. 

The  word  s<^>ien€e  here  implies  normal,  rational,  consist- 
ent, adaptable,  energizing,  recuperative  treatment. 

I  have  here  intentionally  followed  no  formulative  course, 
nor  ever  required  any  passive  measures  of  doubtful  tenden- 
cies, but  have  endeavored  to  lead  the  reader  and  student  to 
thoughts,  to  considerations,  that  might  ripen  into  natural 
jndgenient,  and  finally  to  a  worthy,  sensible  not  too  un- 
couth, and  yet  most  speedily  curative  attention. 


EDITEMS. 


The  destruction  by  fire  of  the  Powers  and  Weightman, 
Chemical  Works,  at  Philadelphia  Pa.,  they  being  the  larg- 
est manufactures  of  Quinine  and  Morphine,  in  the  world, 
has  led  to  great  inflation,  in  the  prices  of  these  two  articles, 
and  reopened  the  discussion  of  other  manufactures. 

As  reformers  use  very  little  Mor|)hine  and  can  dispense 
with  Quinine,  they  will  not  feel  so  keenly  the  rise  in  prices. 

Stiffs,  that  were  not  stiff.  The  late  murder  of  the  three 
colored  persons,  constituting  an  entire  family,  near  Cincin- 
nati Ohio,  and  their  reception  at  the  Ohio  Medical  College, 
before  the  bodies  had  cooled,  seems  a  wretchedly  reckless 
measure  for  college  authorities,  and  a  most  outrageous 
crime  on  the  part  of  the  atrocious  body-snatchers. 

A  Paris  man  is  having  an  Electrical  Lamp  attached  Xo 
his  spectacles,  for  viewing  the  Larynx,  Pharynx,  etc. 

Nasal  obstructions  have  been  shown  to  be  prolific  of 
Asthma,  Cough  and  even  epilepsjr. 
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The  Oleute  (if  Quinine  is  mentioned  sis  the  best  form,  of 
that  drug  for  inunction. 

Out  in  Colorado,  lately  they  hung  a  Dr.  because  his  pa- 
tient died  after  taking  a  dose  of  his  prescribing;  this  was 
done  by  the  white  civilized  inhabitants.  Farther  west  the 
Pi-Ute  Indians,  shot  their  medical  practitioner,  according 
to  their  rule,  after  having  lost  three  patients  in  succession. 

It  would  seem  that  it  is  a  strange  sort  of  civilization  that 
is  so  much  less  civil  than  the  uncivilized  practices. 

Paris  is  about  to  honor  the  memory  of  the  noted  alienist, 
Pinel,  by  erecting  a  monument  at  Place  Pinel,  Paris. 

The  last  English  census  reveals  the  fact  that  blindness  is 
growing  less  frequent  and  has  been  accounted  for  on  the  hy- 
pothesis of  better  surgical  treatment,  and  less  severity  of 
small  pox  in  children. 

A  strong  vinegar  poultice,  applied  at  night  for  one  or  more 
times,  to  corns,  is  said  by  the  Druggist  Circular  to  remove 
the  worst,  or  make  them  easily  picked  out,  without  pain. 

It  seems  that  one  Dr.  Williams,  better  known  as  Dr.  Lucus, 
of  Chicago,  has  been  imprisoned  andlind  for  circulating  ob- 
scene literature. 

The  eighth  International  Medical  Congress,  meets  at 
Copenhagen  from  the  10th.  to  16th.  of  August  this  year. 

Dr.  M.  Jarnier,  of  Paris,  has  invented,  and  introduced 
into  the  Hospital  Maternite,  what  he  calls  the  Canvense  for 
children.  It  consists  of  an  apparatus,  to  be  kept  heated  by 
means  of  hot  water,  so  as  to  secure  a  pure  atmosphere,  not 
too  dry  and  yet  so  warmed  as  to  remain  at  all  times  a  steady 
temperature  for  the  infant. 

The  distinguished  Italian  Scientist,  M.  Bufalini,  out  of 
his  enthusiasm  for  better  means  and  truer  system  of  teach- 
ing scientific  facts,  left  at  his  death,  a  large  sum  to  be  used 
as  prize  money,  to  the  best  essay  on  the  study  of  science ; 
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open  to  24,11   nations.     The  first  to  he  given   next  veur,  and 
every  twenty  years  thereafter,  one. 

The  prize  is  5,000,  francs ;  and  is  open  f(»r  competition 
till  Oct.  1884. 

At  the  Hospital  Maternite,  Paris,  the  use  of  all  nursing 
holtles,  has  been  forbidden.  The  children  are  fed  with 
sjMMui,  or  from  a  glass. 

The  Library  of  the  Surgeon  Generals  office,  Washington 
D.  C,  was  increased  during  the  past  year,  by  the  addition 
of  3912  volumes  and  some  5000  pamphlets;  making  a  total 
cniitained,  of  60.000,  v<ils.  and  ()8,700  pamphlets. 

Themicroeocciofdelerium  tremens,  remains  unfound.  X. 
Not  at  all  so,  it  is  the  *»worm  of  the  still." 

Dr.  L.  Wolf,  says  that  patent  medicines  constitute  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  drugs  sold  thi-oughout  this  country. 

Dr.  Vale,  is  reported  as  asserting  that  from  7.000  cases 
of  ancesthesia  in  the  London  hospitals,  every  case  manifest- 
ed alarming  symptoms  and  all  of  those  that  were  rolled 
over  on  their  left  sides,  recovered,  while  those  turned  to 
their  right  sides  all  died. 

A  valuable  statistical  hint  to  the  wise. 

There  are  reported  to  be  2.432  female  physicians  in  the 
U.  S. 

A  blind  physician  successfully  treats  heart  diseases,  in 
Chicago,  says  the  Medical  Herald. 

Cimicifuga  is  said  to  cure  Epileptiform  Night-mare. 

Dr.  Beall,  of  Texas,  reports  the  favorable  use  of  Gelse- 
mium  in  Tetanus.  This  may  be  new  to  some,  and  it  will  be 
found  good  by  all. 

An  exchange  says,  arromati  sulphuric  acid  is  the  best 
remedy  for  after  pains. 

For  Puerperal  Eclampsia,  the  following  can  be  relied 
npon, 
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R     Tinet.  Serpentaria,         

Tinct.  Xanthoxl}  iim  bae,  aa  g'tts.  v ; 

Fl.  Ext.,  Jaborandi       g'tts.  x; 

M.  and  administer,  repeatingat*  often  as  required  until 
symptoms  arecontroled. 

Funny  Anatomy.  Phrenological  Jour^  says  an  old  lady 
down  in  Me.,  says  her  daughter  has  just  bought  an  elegant 
cabininet  organ,  and  she  thinks  the  **nux  vomica"  stop  is 
just  loveh'. 

Ibid.  A  medical  student  says  he  has  never  been  able  to 
find  the  **l)one  of  contention"  and  wonders  if  it  is'nt  the 
jaw-bone.  We  suspect  he  knows  the  location  of  the  *»funny 
bone." 

Nitrite  of  Amyl  has  been  employed,  by  Dr.  Tanner,  with 
go<»d  effects  in  im)rphine  poisoning;  used  by  inhalation. 

Dr.  Ryder,  {So.  Med.  Rec.)  asserts  his  positive  belief 
that  Jaborandi,  possesses  the  power  to  eliminate  from  the 
system  almost  any  specific  poison,  through  the  skin,  if  re- 
sorted to  very  early.  No  question  but  it  has  virtues,  though 
hardly  safe  to  trust  alone  in  extreme  eases. 

Many  prominent  foreign  and  domestic  Medical  Journals, 
are  calling  attention  to  the  positively  poisonous  characters 
of  many  of  the  popularly  used  pomades.  A  caution  in  time, 
may  save —  nine-hundred  troubles. 

Glycerine  is  gaining  favor  in  dermatological  practice  ;  both 
alone  when  required,  and  as  a  solvent  and' adjunct  for  posi- 
tive remedies.     It  scarcely  admits  an  equal. 


BOOK  REVIEWS. 


A  Dictionary  of  Medicine,  By  Bichard  Quain,  M.  D.,  F.  B.  S. 
SEVENTH  Edition,  1884.     price  $8. 
This  much  to  be  prized  work  embraces  nearly  2000  double  col- 
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ume  piiges,  8  vo.<,  with  illustrations;  formerly  gotten  out  and  pub- 
lished in  England^  is  now  improved,  brought  up  to  the  present 
time,  in  modern  ideas,  and  latest  improvements,  along  with  our 
newer  Materia  Mediea,  and  published  in  America, 

It  is  not  only  a  dictionary  as  its  name  indicates,  but  is  far  more ; 
it  is  a  real,  concise,  treatise  on  any  topic  comprehended  as  direct- 
ly involved,  or  auxiliary  to  the  profession. 

No  other  such  work  exists.-  Zemisen,  ma}'  be  larger,  this  is  small ; 
it  may  be  prolix,  this  is  concise,  it  ma}'  be  elucidative,  this  one  is 
<lescriptive ;  it  may  be  theort  tical ;  this  is  practical ;  it  may  be  full, 
this  is  exhaustive,  in  merit. 

Both  a  definer  and  instructor,  of  ready  reference  availabilit}- 
jind  guidance  for  the  busy  man. 

Its  vast  sales  attest,  the  professional  esteem. 

The  author  inspired  to  produce  a  work  comprehending  the  cream 
of  literature  past,  present,  and  of  the  most  approved  teachings  of 
the  epoch,  has  by  aid  of  colaborators  furnished  this  elegant,  mer- 
itorious and  splenid,  compendium. 

Ha^-ing  suitable  arrangements  we  a»e  enabled  to  offer,  to  |send 
the  work,  C.  O.  D.,  to  all  who  may  order  through  this  journal 
or  the  writer  personally.  Just  send  tome  and  order  it  fent  to 
your  address  and  pa^^  for  it  when  it  reaches  you.  Give  plain  di- 
rections to  prevent  mistake. 

The  International  ENCTCLOPiSDiA  or  Susgert,  Vol.  IV.   Being 
A  Systematic  Treatise  on  the  Theort  and  Practice  op  Slr- 
GERT  BT  Various  Authors,  Edited  by  John  Ashhurst  Jr.  M. 
Wood  D.,  Profusely  Illustrated  with  Chromo-Lithographs 
and  Cuts.     Having  VI  Vols,  when  Complete.    Wm.  Woods  & 
Co.  N.  Y.,  Cloth  with  nearly  1000  pages. 
This  volume  embraces  a  continuation  of  the  discussion  of  injuries 
and  diseases  of  the  tissues,  and  begins  the  surgery  of  regions,  cm- 
bracing  articles  on.  Injury  of  Bones,    Diseases  of  Joints,  excisions 
and  resections.  Tumors,  Injuries  of  the  Back,  with  malformationn 
and  diseases  of  the  Spine.    This  is  the  great  achievement  of  mod- 
ern, American  Surgery  and  marks  distinctively  a  characteristic 
movement  due  to  the  western  activity,  energy,  enterprise   and 
talent. 

While  local  in  reference  to  conception,  construction  and  honor ; 
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it  is  iievc'itheless,    cosmopolitan  in  literary  character  and  inbtiuc- 
live  authority. 

As  an  exhaustive  treatise,  few  can  afford  to  be  without  it,  as  an 
authorilive  one,  all  needs  possess  it,  as  a  complete  and  comprehen- 
sive guidance,  from  the  tyro  to  the  adept  it  holds  a  swa}'  com- 
mensurate with  the  surgeons  every  care,  vicissitude  and  necessity. 

St.  Louis  Book  &  Stationer}*  Co. 

A  Manual  OK  Practical  ilY(aEN'£,  by  Edmoxd  A,  Parkes,  M.  D., 
F.  R.  8.  Edited  by  F.  S.  B.  Francis  De  Chaunmond,  M.  D., 
F.  R.  S.,  Sixth  Edition  with  an  Appendix  by  Fredrick,  X. 
Owens.  Vol.  II,  53(5  pages.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  Libraky  Se- 
ries. 1883,  N.  Y. 

Vol.  I.  of  this  sterling  work  was  noticed  at  length,  and  this  Vol. 
II.  completes  truly  a  book  of  great  intrinsic  merit. 

Leading  off,  as  it  does  with  the  ripened,  theoretical  views  and 
practical  studies  of  Europe,  the  annex  on  American  expeiiences 
and  adaptation,  renders  the  treatise  not  only  full,  but  repletely  up 
with  the  times  in  all  the  imi)oi-tant  matters  hitherto  discussed  and 
observed. 

Twin  subject  to  Sanitation,  Hygiene  ranks  foremost  in  the  stud- 
ies of  both  peaceful  times  and  war.  Civil  and  militar}'  hygiene 
therefore  becomes  rightfully  interwoven  in  the  text  of  the  work 
before  us,  and  in  the  present  light  of  protective  science  become 
doubly  interesting  and  forcibly  i)ertinent  to  the  studies  and  efficien- 
cy of  any  practitioner. 

St.  Louis  Book  &  Stationery  Co. 

Retail  Druggist  Diary  and  Want  Book.  Published  by  Fred- 
erick Stearns  &  Co.  Detroit,  Michigan.  1884. 
The  above  contains  sixteen  pages  of  important  tables  and  in- 
fonnation,  scientific  and  political,  fifty  two  pages  of  diary ;  with 
space  for  each  day  of  the  year  for  entering  memoranda,  twelve 
pages  of  want  book,  for  entering  wants  and  purchases.  In  addition 
we  have  Catalogue  No.  84  of  non  secret  medicines,  toilet  and  do- 
mestic articles,  with  buyei^  address,  for  the  manufacture  of  which 
the  firm  have  become  widely  known.  The  formula  of  each  remed} 
is  printed  on  the  wrapper.  In  the  countiy  districts  where  the  phy- 
sician dispenses  his  own  drugs  man}-  of  the  staple  medicines  and 
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some  of  the  specific  preparations  will  be  found  useful.  The  ague 
and  Rhuematic  cure  are  valuable  ;  creek  Indian  remedy  for  syphilis 
(Dr.  J.  M.  Sims  formula)  and  Red  Rose  Wash  and  Sandal  Wood 
Emulsion  for  GonorrhcBa,  cannot  be  surpassed.  There  are  193 
illustrations  of  the  various  remedies.  Lastly  there  is  appended 
catalogue  No.  83,  ninety  four  pages  of  prized  pharmaceutical  prep- 
arations, with  874  illustrations.  This  catalogue  is  preeminently 
useful,  as  first  there  is  given  the  crude  drug  and  then  the  various 
combinations  and  preparations  of  which  it  is  the  principle.  The 
cuts  of  plants  illustrating  this  catalogue  have  been  borrowed  from 
the  most  accurate  sources.  The  country  physician  who  can  pro- 
cure a  copy  of  this  work  will  find  that  he  has  an  aid  to  the  Phar- 
macopeia. 

While  the  firm  put  up  their  goods  in  suitable  sizes  for  retail 
druggists  use,  they  also  sell  in  quantity  to  ph^^sit'ians.  Any  private 
formula  can  be  put  up  by  them  cheaper  and  in  a  more  elegant  form 
than  by  the  physician  himself.  .  E. 

VETERiXARY    MeDICTNE     AND    SuR(JERY,     F.     O.     KiRBY.       CoLORED 

Plates  and  168  Wood   ENGRAViNCis.     Wood's   Library,  1883, 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  N.  Y. 

The  author  says  of  his  work,  it  was  prei)ared  with  a  desire  to 
present  in  a  consise  form  a  practical  manual  of  the  diseases  and 
injuries  of  the  horse,  and  their  treatment,  for  the  use  of  praction- 
ers  of  medicine  and  other  intelligent  horse  owners. 

The  subject  is  an  interesting  one  from  the  view  of  comfort,  sym- 
pathy and  financial  considerations,  is  well  arranged,  explicitly  writ- 
en  and  considerately  Illustrated. 

It  bears  semblance  of  authority  and  from  the  context  and  sub- 
ject matter  germain,  must  be  a  work  of  great  merit. 

Doctors  proverbialy  love  good  horses,  this  senses  as  a  guide  to 
purchase  b>',  and  by  aided  his  knowledge  of  animal  physiology 
and  adaptable  therapeutics,  while  armed  with  this  guidance,  the 
physician  can  avail  himself  of  his  own  capabilities,  to  keep  his  best 
of  servants  hale,   healthy  and  serviceable.      Be  kind  to  the  dumb 

animals. 

Book  &  Stationer}'  Co.  St.  Louis. 
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A  Hand-book   of  Ecla^ipsia,  ok  Notes  and   Casks  of  PrEUPEAL 
Convulsions,  by  a  combination  of  Pkactitioneks,  around  Avon- 
dale  Pa.     F.  a.  Davis  Atty,  Phila.  Pa.  G8  pages,  cloth. 
The  aiithoi-s   instriictioii  explains  the  work,  thus,  to  show  the 

various  fonns  of  eclampsia ;  its  frequency,  and  alarming  increase  ; 

probable  causes ;  the  sui>erior  value  of  blooil  letting  as  a  remedy 

and  how  to  apply  it. 

It  is  a  unique   little   dissertation,  not  without   some   merit,  but 

chiefly  in  adequacy  of  Bleeding  for  this  puerperal   manifestation 

of  disease. 

The  Popular  Science  Monthly — for  March  is  brim  full  of  highly 
interesting  and  in4ructive  matter,  most  reliable  and  trustworthy; 
indeed  every  month  brings  but  freshness  and  piquancy,  to  this 
leading,  schollary  and  progi-essive  magazine. 

RECEiyt:D — Circulars  of  information  of  the  Bureau  of  Kdncatioii 
1883,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington  1).  C.  The  Bu- 
falini  prize,  and  Educatioir  in  Italj^  and  Greece. 

NOTICES 

St.  Louis  Agricultunil  and  Mechanical  Association,  will  hold 
the  24th.  Annual  ST.  LOUIS  FAIR  Monday,  Oct.  6th.  to  Sat- 
urday, Oct.  11th.  1884,  both  days  inclusive. 
^5()A)(X).()0  Appropriated  for  Prem  funis  on  Horses,  Cattle,  Sheep, 
Swine  and  Poultry,  Agncultural  Implements,  Machinery  and  IMe- 
chanical  Displays.  Textile  Falnics.  and  Farmers'  Products. 

These  fail's  have  an  interest  for  everybody,  and  are  not  excelled 
any  whe  i^e.      Ad  d  ress  : 

Festus  J.  Wade  Sec'ty.,  for  infonnation  and  catalogues. 

7J0  Chcsuut  St  ,  St.  Louis. 

I)K.  J.  W.  LOWEL  &  CO.,  Portland,  ^Sle. 

Gentlemen: — I  have  l)een  using  your  Caulocorea  in  a  case  of 
I'jterine  Leucorrhoja  and  Pruritus  Vulv«,  w^ith  good  results.  Please 
send  mc  one  of  your  hand  books,  and  oblige. 

J.  M.  D.  JOSLIN,  M.  D. 
Med.  Dir.  Great  Eastern  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co. 
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If  thnii  bHSt  Triilh  to  utter, 

Speak  It  boldly—  itpeak  it  all. 

■   ^   ■ 

aoiwff  iNdCTJisria  A.Tioisr  s. 


Sohrt,  Pithy  and  Practical  articles  Solicited. 


TREATMENT  OF  SYPHILIS. 

FRANCIS  A.  EVANS,  M.  D, 


I  do  not  propose  in  this  article  to  give  symptomatology, 
or  even  the  outline  of  incipient  symptoms — the  brevity  of 
the  article  precluding  it.  What  we  are  after  is  to  sift  the 
chaff  of  treatment  pretty  closely,  and  get  the  grains  of  worth 
that  are  strewn  among  it,  realizing  that  while  "straws  float 
upon  the  surface,  pearls  lie  at  the  bottom." 

The  initial  lesion,  if  healthy,  needs  but  to  be  kept  cleansed 
with  tepid  water,  or  water  and  castile  soap.  Of  course  I  am 
speaking  of  local  treatment.  If  the  surface  be  indolent  then 
use  occasionally  : 

B     Calomel,         gi*8.  xv ; 

Lime  Water,  fl.,  oz.  v.    Mix. 

If  the  neighboring  lymphatic  glands  become  swollen  and 
tender,  they  should  be  fomented  with  flannels  wrung  out* of 
hot  water,  and  poultices  of  hops  applied.  The  patient  should 
begin  to  take  immediately  : 

B    Beberis  Aq.,      oz.,  j  ; 

Sarsaparilla  Tinct.,         oz.,  j; 

Syrup  Cascara  Amarga,  oz.,  vi. 
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M.  Dose — Teaspoonfiil  thrice  daily;  allernated  every 
three  days  for  the  same  period  with  : 

R     Stillingia  Tiuct.'         fl.  3  iij  ; 

Iodide  Potassium,  5  iv ; 

Syrup  Symplex,       3  iv. 

M.  Sig. — Same  as  preceding  one.  Don't  attempt  to 
heal  the  local  lesion.  Keep  it  clean,  and  let  it  heal  from  the 
inside.  Soon  as  indolence  of  surface  disappears,  stop  the 
black  wash,  and  use  in  place: 

R    Pure  Cai'bolic  Acid  (ciys)         one  part; 

Gum  Camphor,         two  parts.        M. 

Set  aside  until  liquified,  then  add  30  grs.,  Iodoform  to  an 
ounce  of  the  mixture.  This  may  be  applied  o*;casionally, 
and  will  be  found  a  fine  dressing  for  all  ulcers  and  fissures, 
of  the  tongue.  It  may  be  necessary  to  omit  the  Iodide  of 
Potass,  and  substitute  Fowler's  sol.  arsenate  of  sodee.  Oc- 
casionally, too,  Phytolacca  in  twenty  drop  doses  with  ohio- 
nanthus  in  same  size  doses  will  be  found  highly  valuable. 

Great  care  sh(mld,be  bestowed  on  the  diet,  which  must  be 
wholesome  and  nourishing.  Proper  exercise  in  open  air 
must  always  be  enjoined  A  warm  bath  twice  or  three  times 
per  week,  with  good  rubbing  will  help  eliminate  the  poison 
and  stimulate  normal  secretion.  Under  this  treatment, 
syphilis  can  be  cured  in  from  one  year  to  eighteen  months. 
It  need  not  be  impressed  on  the  mind  that  a  pill  occasion- 
ally to  move  the  bowels  will  aid  the  treatment,  as  every 
physician  must  know  the  value  of  this. 


RATIONAL  MEDICATION. 

J.  A.  MILLEK.  D.  D.,  M.  D. 


Chapt.  III. 
In  this  age  of  intelligent  observation,  it  would  appear  to 
be  unnecessary  to  dwell  at  length  upon  the  fact,  t>at  irreg- 
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ularily  of  diet,  h  the  luoat  prolific  source  of  alt  di.sea>e!4,  and 
that  as  a  consequence,  that  alnive  all  means  of  cure  at  our 
disposal,  attention  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  aliment, 
is  l>y  far  our  most  powerful  remedial  agent ;  hence,  the 
rational  direction  of  this  aliment,  required  in  the  various 
diseases  to  which  humanity  is  subjected,  will  ever  form  a 
prominent,  essential  part  of  the  therapeutics  of  every  Ea- 
titonal  Practitioner,  Jt  is  a  fact  that  will  l)e  readily  conced- 
ed by  all  intelligent  men,  that  if  proper  attention  was  given 
to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  material  introduced  into 
tlie  human  st<miach,  human  life  would  be  prolonged,  disease 
prevented,  and  when  the  individual  was  attacked,  ninety 
per  cent  could  be  cured  without  drug  medication.  Man  un- 
like the  dog,  his  intelligence  should  ever  prevent  his  engor- 
gement of  his  stoniach,  but  when  he  does,  his  intelligence 
is  below  the  dogs  instinct,  which  at  once  suggests  an  emetic 
as  natures  simple  remedy  to  relieve  engorgement  and  pre- 
vent disease. 

( II. )    THE    FORMATION    OF  A  NUTRITIVE    FLUID    FROM    ALI- 
MENTARY   MATTER,    AND  IHE    CHANGE    IT  UNDERGOES  IN  THE 

LUNGS.  The  precise  process  by  which  blood  is  formed  from 
alimentary  matter^  has  now  lieen  fully  demonstrated  by 
physiological  investigation.  We  now  know  that  during  mas- 
tication, the  food  is  mingled  with  the  saliva,  an  aZ^aZtne, 
viscus  fluid,  which  is  the  primary  element  of  digestion  and 
prepares  the  masticated  mass  for  its  descent  through  the 
CEsophagus  into  the  stomach,  where  through  the  peristaltic 
action  of  the  stomach  it  is  subjected  to  constant  trituration 
and  thus  every  part  of  this  aKunentary  mass  is  subjected  to 
the  action  of  the  gastric  secretion,  anaa<2fluid  wiiich  oper- 
ates especially  on  the  albuminous  constituents  of  the  food 
and  prepares  it  to  affilliate  with  the  oiley  matter  extracted 
by  the  alkaline  secretion  of  saliva,  which  is  only  preparatory 
to  further  alkaline  action.  By  the  action  of  these  two  ele- 
ments on  the  triturated  mass  it  is  finally  reduced  to  the  pul- 
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py  iiijitler  known  as  chyme.  On  passing  througli  llie  py- 
lorus into  the  duodenum  this  chyme  is  brought  in  contact 
with  biliaiy  and  pancreatic  fluids,  when  other  impoitaht 
physical  and  chemical  changes  take  place.  The  fatty  con- 
stituents of  the  food  are  thus  by  the  conjoint  action  of  heat- 
trituration  with  fluid  alltumen  and  the  influence  of  the  Bri.- 
nerian,  pancreatic,  and  other  glands,  which  pour  out  again, 
another  alkaline  fluid,  reduced  to  an  exceedingly  minute 
state  of  division. 

The  chyme  thus  operated  on,  is  now  gently  propelled 
along  the  alimenlary  canal,  by  the  vermicular  contraction 
of  the  same  and  the  more  fluid  part  passes  through  the  villi 
into  the  lacteals.  The  matter  thus  absorbed  forms  chyle, 
which  being  brought  in  contact  with  the  cells  elaborated  by 
a  singular  series  of  lymphatics,  or  blood  originating  glands, 
is  transformed  into  corpuscles  floating  in  a  more  fluid  con- 
stituent. Thus  the  chyle  Anally  enters  the  torrent  of  the 
blood,  and  the^e  corpuscles  are  carried  to  the  lungs,  and  by 
atmospheric  ccmlact  and  the  imbibition  of  oxygen  they  are 
raised  to  the  dignity  of  '*Red  blood  corpuscles."  Before 
passing  to  an  examination  of  this  fluid,  let  us  pause  a  mo- 
ment and  contemplate  the  condition  thus  far,  on  which  health 
depends. 

(1)  The  importance  of  ywaZ?7y  and  quantity ^  AWmewt  can 
not  be  over  estinuited,  as  to  qvality^  it  matters  little,  so  it  is 
rich  in  albumen,  oil  and  normal  mineral  constituents ;  of 
these  there  must  be  enough  to  supply  the  natural  demand 
of  the  system,  or  nutrition  cannot  take  place.  The  system 
in  some  of  its  organs,  or  functions  will  become  deranged, 
or  diseased,  and  will  remain  so  till  natures  equilibrium  is 
again  restored.  Hence,  to  maintain  normal  health,  Sational 
cooks,  will  be  in  greater  AemdiwA  pro  bono  publico y  than  Ra- 
tional doctors. 

(2)  The  best  selected  and  prepared  diet  will  not  avail  to 
secure  good  health,  if  it  is  too  great  or  too  small  in  quan- 
tity. In  the  one  case  the  system  is  starved  from  want, 
in  the  other  it  is  starved  by  over  abundance,  the  necessaiy 
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.secretions  cannot  be  .supplied  to  reduce  the  niMss,  the  iiilicr- 
ent  eneriry  of  the  organs  is  exhausted,  and  nature  o\erconie 
sinks  lieneath  the  effort.  What  a  coninienlnry  on  over  feed- 
ing is  the  fact  that  one-Imlf  of  our  popuhition  die  under  five 
years  of  age.  Starved  tt)  death,  by  over- feeding,  and  then 
hear  ignorant  nursing  mothers  coniphiin,  **Baby  vomits  it^ 
food  so.*'  Stuffed  till  it  can  hold  no  more,  nature  seeks  re- 
lief by  emesis,  the  foundation  of  disease  is  laid  and  early 
death  ensues. 

(3)  The  secretion  of  saliva  must  be  mantained  and  its 
nornntl  alkalinity  secured,  or  digestion  will  be  impaired, 
and  proper  nutrition  prevented.  Saliva  is  not  a  mere  lubri- 
cator of  masticated  mass;  it  performs  an  important  chem- 
ical office  in  the  economy  of  digestion,  without  it  albu- 
men may  be  extracted  but  oleaginous  matter  will  not  and 
thus  the  system  will  become  in)poveri.vhed,  and  in  the  end 
deglutition  will  become  difficult  and  painful. 

(4)  The  Gastric  secretion  must  maintain  its  nornial  con- 
stituent, or  disease  again  will  result.  If  too  alkaline  albu- 
men will  not  be  extracted,  and  impoverishment  will  take 
place ;  if  too  acid  the  extraction  of  oil  will  be  [irevented, 
and  a  suitable  emulsion  will  not  be  formed,  and  health 
will  be  impaired.  Every  Rational  practitioner  will  readily 
recognize  the  abnormal  condition  of  an  rtctrf,  or  an  alkaline 
diathesis,  and  the  remedial  agents  needed  for  their  correction, 
and  the  change  of  diet  necessary  to  secure  a  normal  perpe- 
tuity. 

(5)  Any  abnormal  variation  of  bile  or  pancreatic  fluid, 
again  is  productive  of  disease  and  death.  As  in  the  clay 
stools  of  anasarca,  or  the  bilious  discharges  of  malaiia,  na- 
tures index  finger,  pointing  to  the  derangement  and  plead- 
ing for  aid.  Health,  is  contingent  on  the  perfection  of  all 
these  normal  secretions  and  functions ;  without  their  perfec- 
tion, pure  blood  cannot  be  elaborated,  and  if  not,  perfect 
health  connot  be  secured.  Ninety  per  cent,  of  all  the  dis- 
eases which  afflict  the  race,  could  be  prevented,  or  cured, 
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by  a  llutional  attention  to  those  simple  considerations.  But 
at  present,  like  of  old,  we  are  compelled  to  tiuy.  *'0h  !  that 
men  were  wise,  that  they  knew  this  ;  that  they  would  con- 
sider their  latter  end."  One  feeds  on  acids  and  acid  iModi;- 
cing  material,  till  neuralgia,  rhtumntism  &c,  comi>el  iheni 
to  say  with  poor  old  Job,  ''wearisome  days  and  nights  are 
appointed  unto  me,"  and  thus  after  a  libell  on  providence 
for  the  ^^appointment'*  is  the  legimate  of  their  own  indis- 
cretion ;  others  feed  on  alkaline  material,  till  the  gastric  se- 
cretion is  destroyed,  and  dyspepsia  with  all  its  attendant 
train  of  consequences,  becomes  a  continuous  companion. 

Another  engorges  the  systen)  with  albumen;  producing 
material,  till  albumen  abounds,  albuminuria  with  all  its  ills 
is  developed;  and  one  of  these  three  conditions,  will  as  a 
rule  be  found,  to  be  antecedent  to  nearly  all  other  diseased 
conditions,  and  the  modification  and  cure  of  the  disease, 
will  in  nearly  every  instance  be  found  to  be  contingent  on, 
a  correction  of  these  prin)ary  difficulties,  and  Eational  med- 
ication looks  direct  to  this  end. 


GERMAN  MEASELS. 

DR.  W.  J.  ATKINSON. 


There  is  an  epidemic  disease  here  in  this  section  that  has 
caused  agreat  deal  of  comment  in  the  families  of  this  neigh- 
borhood. It  attacks  the  younger  members  of  the  family. 
No  person  over  twentytwo  having  yet  had  it.  Ittirst  makes 
its  appearance  by  sore  throat,  fever  and  languor  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  when  a  *  Mash"  appears  over  the  entire  body 
causing  great  itching  of  the  surface.  This  is  very  red  and 
intermittent.  When  the  flush,  or  fever  rises  the  body  is  as 
red  as  a  piece  of  raw  beef,  when  it  subsides  it  is  of  paler  col- 
or. This  continues  for  not  less  than  four  or  five  days  and 
sometimes  for  eight  or  ten,  when  the  rash  exfoliates  and 
comes  off  in  bran  like  scales. 
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The  tongue  is  slightly  coated  with  a  white  fur,  which  soon 
comes  off  leaving  the  tongue  scarlet  red  witii  prominent  pap- 
pilla.  Sometimes  the  throat  is  very  sore  with  white  patches 
on  t(»nsib,  the  faucej*  heing  very  red.  Sometimes  the  throat 
escapes  and  the  posterior  nares  are  stuffed  up  and  inflamed. 
In  one  case  I  had  there  was  a  handful  of  *  ^scabs''  taken 
from  the  nares,  consisting  of  dry  matter  mixed  with  blood. 
Where  the  nares  are  badly  diseased  the  throat  escai>es,  and 
vice  versa. 

This  disease  has  been  called  scarlatina  by  sonie,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  is  that  disease,  although  it  has  some  resemblance 
to  it.  In  examining  authors  for  a  description  of  it,  I  think  I 
found  it  in  Robert's  Practice,  under  the  head  of  Rotheln  or 
German  Measels. 

My  ** regular*'  brother  here  has  treated  a  few  cases,  per- 
haps as  many  as  I  have,  I  do  not  know  just  what  his  treat- 
ment was  in  all  his  cases,  but  the  results,  are  in  some  eases 
dropsy^  with  a  lingering  convalesence.  The  treatment  I  pur- 
sued is  one  that  I  am  proud  to  say  was  a  grand  success  in 
every  case,  and  particular. 

1st.  Aconite  and  Belladon.m  as  sedatives. 

2nd.  Cinchonidia  as  an  antiperiodic  and  tonic. 

3rd.  Pottassa  Chloras  and  Eucalyptus,  Fid.  Ext.  as  anti- 
septics. 

B    The  Chlorate  of  Potash,  saturated  solution  3,iv; 

Fid.  Ext.  Eucalyptus         gtts.,  xv. 

Mix.     Gargle  every  two  or  three  hours.   limprovement 
rapid  from  first,  was  the  result. 


BACTERIA. 

B.  ACHELOR. 


Huxley  has  to  stand  sponor  or  God  Father  for  the  bacte- 
ria delusion.  At  the  time  Huxley  wrote  his  bacteria  essays, 
Trichinee  has  just  been  acknowledged  as  the  cause  of  Trich- 


inosis. 
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Prior  to  that  time  Trichinosis  was  attrihuted  to  an  incip- 
ient state  of  decomposition  of  the  meat  in  market,  with  a 
certainty  no  one  dare  contradict. 

Owens  alleged  discovery  of  Trichina  as  the  cause  was 
pronounced  a  fraud  and  humbug.  Scientific  investigation 
of  a  practical  and  useful  nature,  had  just  commenced. 

While  those  who  always  write  their  names  with  some  af- 
fix or  prefix,  hoping  for  glory,  were  engaging  the  public 
attention  with  long  magazine  articles  on  bacteria,  miasma, 
malaria,  sewer  gas  and  swill  milk ;  a  few  persons  of  a  prac- 
tical turn  of  mind  took  up  the  subject,  not  to  gain  glory 
but  money. 

In  the  mad-stone  there  is  a  true  and  genuine  infection  ;  in 
the  vaccine  virus,  there  is  a  true  and  genuine  infection  ;  in 
the  small  pox  pustule  the  same,  so  also  in  the  saliva  of  the 
mad  dog;  yet  in  none  of  these  cases  are  there  any  bacteria, 
miasma,  malaria,  sewer  gas,  or  swill  milk. 

Whenever  a  scientific  discovery  of  any  importance  is 
made,  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  demonstrate  to  the  more  in- 
telligent, that  the  discovery  is  all  that  is  claimed  for  it.  The 
more  intelligent  will  accept  it  first,  while  the  "wangdoodles" 
are  clinging  to  delusions  certain  to  be  exploded.  In  medical 
science  the  most  important  discovery  made  in  the  nineteenth 
century  is  the  fact  that  venoms  and  infections  are  all  one 
and  the  same  thing.  That  all  infectious  diseases  originate 
from  venoms,  and  that  any  venom  may  produce  a  disease 
in  one  species  of  animal  and  be  harmless  to  all  other  species. 
No  other  venom  is  so  easy  obsei-ved  and  easy  to  experiment 
with,  as  the  venom  of  the  two  American  congeners  of  the 
glassina  marsitans,  or  African  Tretse.  The  heel  fly  of  Tex- 
as is  one  of  them  ;  they  bite  in  the  split  of  the  hoof  ;  the  ven- 
om makes  a  running  sore  ;  this  venomous  discharge  is  the  in- 
fection of  Texas  Fever,  in  native  cattle.  Those  cattle  bitten 
by  the  heel  fly  enjoy  perfect  immunity  from  the  malignant 
form  of  the  disease.    Put  this  venomous  matter  in  a  wound 
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and  the  divscbarge  will  loose  nioreof  it5>mnlignit3^  in  the  new 
wound,  but  the  animal  so  treated  will  enjoy  all  the  immu- 
nity from  the  malignant  form  of  the  disease,  as  those  cattle 
bitten  by  the  heel  fly.  Again  take  some  of  this  vem)m 
mutter  put  it  in  the  mouth  of  an  animal,  observe  the  effect 
on  the  saliva  and  we  very  readily  see  how  any  infectious  dis- 
ease incubates  and  progresses. 

The  Bible  account  of  leprosy  is  no  doubt  correct,  the  lep- 
rosy to  be  seen  on  the  walls  of  the  house  and  on  textile  fab- 
rics as  described  in  the  Bible,  is  a  venom  deposited  there  by 
some  insect ;  almost  without  a  doubt,  a  congener  or  member 
of  the  same  family  of  the  one  that  produces  Yellow  Fever. 


FALSE  TREATMENT. 

DR.  J.  H.  HAXAFORD.    • 


Instead  of  studying  nature,  carefulh'  scrutinizing  all  of 
her  indications,  proceeding  in  harmony  with  all  her  methods 
and  efforts,  thereare  those,  the  young,  more  especially,  who 
cling  to  pre-conceived  o[)inions  and  theories,  which  like  the 
miliner's  fashions,  abruptly  change,  perseveringly  following 
the  old  nmtine,  with  but  little  regard  to  reason,  or  indepen- 
dent thought  and  action.  While  it  is  presumable,  if  not  ab- 
solutely true,  that  all  of  nature  s  efforts  are  in  the  right  di- 
rection, always  in  the  line  of  self-purification,  improvement, 
or  cure,  it  is  by  no  means  rare  for  the  young  practitioner 
to  rudely  defy  nature,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  thwart  her 
benign  offices.  Two  illustrations  will  suffice.  There  is  a 
cough,  either  representing  an  irntation,  acting  locallj^  or 
one  resulting  from  the  presence  of  a  foreign  substance  in 
the  lungs,  or  an  accumulation  of  a  natural  deposit  of  'phlegm,' 
in  the  latter  case,  free  expectoration  is  an  essential  element 
of  success.  In  excess,  this  is  an  unnatuml  deposit,  and  it  is 
as  unnecessarj'  for  it  to  remain  in  the  lung,  not  to  say  harm- 
ful, as  for  the  bile  to  remain  in  the  liver,  instead  of  perform- 
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ing  its  'legitimate  functions.  The  removal  of  the  eauses,  and 
aid  in  expectoration,  are  far  more  sensible  than  the  use  of 
anodynes. 

Again,  a  babe  ha&  a  diarrhoea,  an  effort  of  nature  to  ex- 
pel offending  matters.  The  food  has  been  of  an  improper 
character,  rich  in  the  staicliy  element,  which  the  infant  sa- 
liva, in  the  absence  of  the  needed  diastase,  to  change  the 
starch  to  »ugar,  or  it  has  been  given  at  improper  times,  in 
too  large  quantities,  more  than  the  stomach  can  dispose  of , 
which  of  necessity  must  pass  out  into  the  bowels,  in  an  un- 
digested »tate,  necessarily  causing  irritation,  attended  by 
expuldive  efforts.  It  is  inferred  that  this  state  produces  a 
commotion,  feverishness,  to  be  controlled,  while  the  com- 
motion, the  unusual  activity,  the  irritation,  &c.,are  the  cau- 
ses of  the  evacuations,  which  are  of  a  friendly  character, 
averting  wor>e  consequenses.  Jt  may  be  that  the  unwise 
practitioner  administers  opium,  checking  the  discharges, 
pleasingthe  parents,  transferring  the  disease  to  the  brain,  in 
stead  of  aiding  nature  in  her  purifying  efforts,  in  the  remov- 
al of  fermenting  poisonous  matters,  by  warm  water  injec- 
tions, thus  removing  the  more  immediate  cause. 

He  unwisely  secures  this  apparent  improvement,  controls 
or  checks  the  discharges  abruptly,  simply  by  placing  nature, 
alwaj^s  our  friend,  in  manacles,  locks  up  every  power, 
places  the  deadly  '*brake*'  upon  every  recuperative  power, 
and  succeeds  in  killing  the  patient,  during  the  consequent 
disease.  He  would  have  been  more  humane,  more  sensible 
and  more  scientific  if  he  had  given  attention  to  the  organs 
of  digestion,  ordered  a  change  of  diet  (or  fasting)  cleansed 
the  whole  course  of  the  Imwels,  by  full  warm  water  injec- 
tions, allaying  the  local  irritation.  Contrary  to  a  former 
notion,!  should  order  /rui(A^  of  the  blandest  character,  a» 
the  perfectly  ripe  fresh  peach,  or,  better  and  e.afer  still,  the 
clear  juices  of  good  fruits,  during  the  stage  in  which  there 
is  an  ai)petite,  as  such  juices  do  not  demand  digestion,  al- 
lowing a  needed  rest  to  the  organs  of  digestion,  a  very  im- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST,    LOUIS    MEDICAL   JOURNAL,  157 

portaiit  consideration. 

Following  this  treatnit^nt,  I  should  oi-der'^Mellin'ii  Food," 
which  is  sufficiently  nntrilious,  after  the  \e\uYuof  ngood  ap- 
petite, yet  very  easy  of  digestion.  From  along  acquaintance 
with  this  excellent  article,  1  speak  with  contidence,  believ- 
ing that  a  hirge  percent,  of  th<Kse  iw)w  lost  might  be  siived, 
with  its  consistent  use. 


TBICH1N.E,  (Three  Coil.) 

B.    ACHKLOR, 


Trichin«e  was  lii*st  observed  by  Pix)f.  Owens,  in  1834,  but 
was  not  genei-ally  accepted  at  the  time,  as  the  correct  theory 
of  Trichinosis.  The  medical  fraternity  had  always  asserted 
that  an  incipient  state  of  decomposition,  in  the  sausage  eaten, 
was  the  cause  of  the  disease.  It  was  known  as  sausage  fever. 
An  outt>reak  of  the  disease  in  Germany,  in  184)0  and  01, 
called  attention  anew  to  the  subject  and  Ow-en's  theory  was 
by  common  consent  pronounced  correct. 

How  we  may  prevent  Trichime  in  pork  becomes  a  very 
important  subject,  Trichinoe  is  one  of  the  very  numerous 
forms  of  animal  life  known  under  the  comprehensive  name 
of  animalculse. 

In  nature  there  is  both  evolution  and  involution,  all  ani- 
malculte  are  degenerate  species  of  lai'ger  insects,  they  are 
not  male  and  female,  but  multiply  by  simple  disintegi-ation, 
that  is  after  the  first  revolution  or  remove  from  the  pai-ent 
insect.  Trichinse  is  descended  from  the  niuscle  parasite  and 
both  are  found  in  nearly  ever  species  of  animal.  The  pres- 
ence or  absence  of  Trichince  makes  the  difference  between 
Typhus  fever  and  the  plague.  Typhus  fever  in  the  human 
family.  Rinderpest  in  cattle,  hog  cholera,  chicken  cholera, 
dog  distemper,  the  great  horse  disease  of  the  tropics  ;  and  a 
similar  disease  in  nearly  every  species  of  animal  are  all  caus- 
ed by  the  muscle  parasite.  The  muscle  parasite  is  the  larvse 
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of  a  small  insect  in  the  order  Thysanouia. 

The  insect  lavs  iht' egain  the  nosiril,  and  it  soon  hatches, 
from  there  the  young  larvie  go  direct  to  the  lungs  and  there 
enter  the  circulation,  which  carries  them  to  the  terminus  of 
the  arterial  system,  where  they  remain  in  a  quiescent  state 
for  a  period  of  about  one  hundred  days,  when  they  again, 
resume  their  march  wilh  the  circulation  ;  they  cut  and  force 
their  way  through  the  capillaries  into  the  veins,  follow  the 
circulation  back  into  the  lungs,  are  expelled  in  a  co[)iou8 
flow  of  mucus,  fall  to  the  ground,  feed  on  the  mucusashoit 
time,  go  into  the  ground  and  conies  out  again  the  perfect 
insect.  When  they  force  their  way  through  the  capillaries 
they  make  a  wound,  this  wound  tills  with  blood  that  ceases 
to  circulate,  becomes  dead  blood,  changes  into  septic  acid 
which  causes  septicemia.  If  there  is  Trichinae  in  the  animal 
or  younger  colonies  of  the  muscle  parasite,  the  fever  heat 
of  the  animal  kills  them  and  the  dead  larvaj  communicate 
putresence  to  the  blood. 

Just  so  long  as  we  have  hog  cholera,  chicken  cholera,  or 
Rinderpest  in  cattle,  we  will  not  only  have  Trichinre  in  pork 
but  it  will  be  in  our  chicken  and  beef.  Rinderpest  is  now 
spreading  over  the  west  and  it  will  soon  be  as  dangerous  to 
eat  dry  beef  as  raw  pork  sausage. 


ULCERS. 

L.  H.  WASHIXGTOX,  M.  D. 


Iodine  caustic,  prepared  by  dissolving!  drachm  of  iodine 
in  2  drachms  of  glycerine,  is  used  in  lupus.  Apply  every 
other  day,  and  cover  the  parts  with  gutta  percha.  This 
treatment  is  continued  for  several  weeks. 

A  solution  of  half  an  ounce  of  the  French  chloride  of  soda 
in  a  quart  of  water  is  an  excellent  application  in  old  ulcers. 

The  common  red  lotion  of  hospitals,  so  useful  for  stru- 
mous and  often  ulcers,  is  composed  as  follows:     Sulphate 
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of  Zinc,  16  grains;  Spirits  of  R<»seniary;  conipimnd  Tinct- 
ure of  Laveudur,  eucli,  2  dracluns;    Water  8  ounces.     Mix, 

Mild  Zinc  Ointment, — Manv  years  ago  1  ad()i)ted  and  fur- 
nished to  the  pr(»fession  the  following  formula  :  Olive  oil, 
j{  ounce.^;  Spernnu'eti,  2oun<*€s;  White  Wax,  9  ounces; 
White  Oxide  of  Zinc,  4  ounces;  Benzoic  Acid  2  drachms ; 
Sulphate  of  Morpliia,  2  drachms ;  Otto  of  Kose,  20  drops. 
This  should  l)e  geully  heated  and  niixed,  stiri>ed  and  then 
used  cold.  As  a  dres.^ing  for  all  forms  of  open  iuilamed  ul- 
cers, in  burns  and  scalds  (»f  ^vevy  kind  tiiere  \a  none  equal 
to  this.     Dr.  K,  S.  Newton, 

As  an  external  application  to  foul  and  indolent  ulcers, 
the  following  is  a  most  excellent  i^niedv: 

Chlorate  of  Potash,  2  drachm*;  Fluid  Extnict  of  Ham- 
niameiis,  1  ounce  ;  Distilled  water,  enough  to  make  1()  ounces. 
Mix.  Use  freely  to  the  ulcers  3  or  4  times  a  day.  The  im- 
provement in  old  ulcers,  or  any  soi-e  not  disjwsed  to  heal, 
will  he  marked  from  its  first  application.  In  such  cases  the 
constitutional  powers  ai^  to  he  built  up,  and  hygienic  reg- 
ulations established,  Dr,  T.  F,  Hammond. 
• 

An  ointment  of  sulphate  of  quindne  ( 10  grains  to  1  ounce) 
was  applied  to  an  ulcer  on  the  leg,  of  two  years  standing, 
and  associated  with  initial  heait  disease.  In  two  or  three 
days  suppuration  diminished,  then  healthy  granulations  ap- 
peared, and  the  ulcer  was  rapidly  healed,  Dr,  T.  S.  PoAvell. 

In  obstinate  ulcers  or  old  soi^s  in  the  aged  or  in  those  of 
earlier  years  but  broken  in  constitution,  from  5  to  10  grains 
of  powdered  Hydrastis  taken  three  times  a  day,  and  the  ul- 
cers sprinkled  with  the  same,  will  speedily  cause  them  to 
assume  a  healthy  and  healing  aspect.     Dr.  A,  Livezy. 

Baptisin.ls  a  valuable  application  for  all  kinds  of  ulcers. 
It  may  be  sprinkled  on  the  surface  of  the  sore,  made  into 
an  ointment,  or  in  a  poultice  with  elm  bark. 
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Dr.  T.  M.  Rochester,  culls  attention  to  the  treatment  of 
ulcere,  ulcerations  and  suppuratino:  wounds  and  sores  in 
general,  by  the  use  of  a  s?aturatcd  solution  of  chlorate  of 
potash.  He  says  ;  It  will  he  found  beneficial  in  all  of  these  ; 
hut  is  especially  useful  in  the  class  of  old,  unhealthy,  hido- 
lent  ulcers.  Suppose,  for  example,  a  patient  with  an  old, 
indolent,  ulcer  on  the  leg.  In  a  case  of  this  kind  I  at  once 
remove  all  bandages,  and  direct  that  they  shall  not  he  again 
applied.  The  ulcer  is  then  carefully  and  gently  washed 
with  warm  water,  after  which  it  is  ordered  to  be  gently 
douched  five  or  six  times  a  day,  wilh  a  solution  of  chlorate 
of  potash  two  drachms  to  a  pint  of  water.  This  is  best  done 
by  filling  a  sponge  with  the  solution,  and  then  slowly  press- 
ing it  out,  holding  it  within  an  inch  or  two  of  the  sore. 
After  the  ulcer  has  been  frequently  douched,  a  thin  layer 
of  ointment  of  oxide  of  zinc  should  be  spread  around  the 
edges.  It  is  then  to  be  completely  covered  with  a  piece  of 
oiled  lint,  kept  in  place  by  a  bandage  applied  as  loosely  as 
possible.  The  douching  is  to  be  repeated,  at  first,  five  or 
six  times  daily,  the  zinc  ointment  used  twice  a  day.  In  two 
or  three  days  the  ulcer  will  begin  to  assume  a  healthy  ap- 
pearance, and  commence  to  graimlate  ni<'ely.  When  this 
improvement  is  noticed,  the  number  of  douchings  should 
be  decreased — otherwise  the  granulations  will  become  pale 
and  flabby.  As  the  sore  fills  up  and  begins  to  heal  over 
around  the  edges,  the  zinc  ointment  should  be  increased  so 
as  to  cover  the  new  skin  ;  this  serves  to  protect  and  streng- 
then it.  It  is  well  to  continue  its  use  for  a  few  days  after 
the  ulcer  has  completely  skinned  over. 

Dr.  Rochester  has  treated  upw^ards  of  a  hundred  cases, 
embracing  not  only  ordinary  indolent  ulcers,  but  also  syph- 
ilitic, varicose,  and  one  case  of  what  appeared  as  carcino- 
matous in  its  character;  in  all  of  them  there  was  immediate 
improvement,  and  complete  healing  in  from  one  to  six  weeks. 
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S  E  L  E  C  T I  O  3Sr  S . 


CAFFEIN. 

As  the  result  of  a  physiological  and  therapeutical  study 
of  this  drug  Dr.  Lebloud,  Paris,  arrives  at  the  following 
conclusions : 

(a)  In  i^hysiological  doses. 

1.  Caffein  is  an  excitant  to  the  nervous  and  muscular  sys- 
tems. 

2.  It  decreases  the  pulse  rate,  at  the  same  time  increasing 
the  force  of  the  heart  beat  and  the  blood  pressure  by  vaso 
motor  constriction. 

3.  It  reduces  the  surface  temperature. 

4.  It  has  no  influence  on  the  formation  or  excretion  of 
urea. 

(6)  Li  toxic  doses. 

1.  Cailein  increases  the  motor-excitability  of  the  spinal 
cord,  paralyses  the  peripheral  sensitive  nerves  and  lowers 
the  excitability  of  the  vagus. 

2.  It  causes  a  sudden  lowering  of  the  vascular  tension 
by  paralysis  of  the  vaso-motor  nerves. 

3.  In  cold-blooded  animals  the  heart  beats  slower  and 
slower  until  it  stops  in  systole ;  in  mammalia  it  is  accelerat- 
ed toward  the  end  and  stops  in  diastole. 

4.  It  causes  a  tetanic  condition  of  the  muscles. 

5.  The  temperature  falls  suddenly, 

6.  It  retards  nutrition, 
(c)  In  therapeutic  doses. 

1.  Caffein  is  generally  borne  better  than  digitalis  and 
when  begun  in  small  doses  is  free  from  the  unpleasant  ef- 
fects of  the  latter. 

2.  It  regulates  the  heart,  slows  its  rate  and  increases  its 
working  capacity. 

3.  It  is  more  or  less  diuretic. 
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4.  It  is  uot  only  a  substitute  for  digitalis  but  in  danger- 
ous cases  its  effects  ai-e  (quicker  and  more  cei*tain. 

5.  The  administration  must  be  commenced  with  a  small 
dose,  not  more  than  three  grains,  to  test  the  susceptibility 
of  the  patient,  then  increase  to  eight  or  ten  grains.  It  is 
useless  to  exceed  twenty  grains. 

6.  It  may  be  used  in  all  cases  of  heart  disease  in  which 
digitalis  is  indicated,  given  with  or  without  the  latter. 

7.  In  pyrexia  caffein  seems  to  reduce  the  temperature; 
at  any  rate  it  is  very  useful  in  such  cases  as  a  heait  tonic. 

H.  It  is  often  very  beneiicial  in  albuminuria. 
9.  Finally  it  seems  to  stimulate  the  muscular  walls  of  the 
intestine  in  strangulated  hernia.     Lyons  Med. 


TREATMENT 
OF  SEBACEOUS  CYSTS  BY  INJECTION  OF  ETHER. 


In  the  BiilL  Gen,  de  Tlier.  M.  Lermoyez,  interne  at  the 
Hospital  Saint-Louis,  Paris,  describes  M.  Vidal's  method 
of  treating  sebaceous  cysts  by  means  of  injections  of  ether. 

Using  a  Pravaz'  syringe,  and  inserting  the  point  into  the 
largest  of  the  apertures  that  come  into  view  when  the  tumor 
is  made  tense  by  pressure,  from  five  to  ten  drops  of  ether 
are  injected  into  the  sac,  the  quantity  tt)  be  varied  according 
to  the  size  of  the  tumor.  This  causes  no  pain  beyond  the 
slight  discjomfort  due  to  the  distention  of  the  sac,  and  it  is 
to  be  repeated  every  second  day  until  signs  of  inflammation 
make  their  appearance.  Then  a  puncture  is  to  be  made  at 
the  base  of  the  tumor,  and  a  small  amount  of  pus  will  es- 
cape. This  is  followed  by  the  sebaceous  matter,  broken 
down  into  a  vermicelli-like  mass,  together  with  shreds  of 
membrane,  the  remains  of  the  cyst-wall.  The  tumor  is  then 
found  to  have  disappeared,  leaving  in  its  place  nothing  but 
a  slight  and  transient  thickening  of  the  subcutaneous  con- 
nective tissue  covered  by  perfectly  sound  skin.  The  process 
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of  cure  usually  takes  no  longer  than  from  ten  to  twenty  days, 
and  nevcrr  causes  any  fever,  or  even  headache.  M.  Vidal 
has  employed  the  method  in  the  cases  of  .several  patients 
who  occupied  beds  in  a  ward  where  there  were  erysipehis 
patients,  but  in  no  instance  did  infection  take  place.  It  is 
considered  desirable  to  move  the  point  of  the  syringe  about 
somewhat  after  it,  has  entered  the  tumor,  and  before  the 
ether  is  injected,  in  order  to  break  up  the  sebaceous  mass 
and  irritate  the  lining  membrane  of  the  cyst.  The  ether 
should  be  injected  gradually,  and  injection  should  be  stop- 
ped as  soon  as  the  patient  feels  a  sense  of  distention.  There 
is  no  occasion  for  the  patient  to  give  up  his  usual  course 
of  life  during  the  cure.     iV.  Y.  Med.  Jour. 


SEPARATION  OF  THE  SYMPHYSIS  PUBIS. 

This  accident,  writes  J.  S.  Hayes,  M.  D.,  occurred  in  a 
sixteen-year-old  girl,  who  was  thrown  from  her  horse  whilst 
riding  astride  on  a  man's  saddle,  and  dragged  some  distance. 
'When  seen,  a  little  over  six  weeks  after  the  accident,  she 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  bed-sores  on  the  back  and 
buttocks,  with  a  sinus  in  the  left  groin  passing  close  to  the 
labium.  There  was  a  copious,  thick,  and  very  fetid  dis- 
charge froTu  the  vagina — gritty  when  rubbed  between  the 
fingers.  There  existed  a  separation  of  the  pubic  symphysis 
of  on^  and  a  half  inches.  On  introducing  the  finger  into 
the  vagina  the  roughened  edges  of  the  pubic  articulation, 
denuded  of  cartilage,  could  be  easily  made  out.  The  finger 
in  the  vagina  could  be  plairily  felt  by  the  finger  of  the  other 
hand,  placed  on  the  mons  veneris,  nothing  but  skin  inter- 
vening between  the  two.  The  orifice  of  the  urethra  was  di- 
lated and  in  an  altered  position.  Six  months  after  the  ac- 
cident the  finger,  introduced  into  the  vagina,  encountered 
firfti  bands  of  tendonous  substance,  and  uniting  the  pelvic 
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articulation;  part  of  the  edges  of  the  pubes  rould  still  he 
felt,  hut  smooth  and  covered  hy  niemhrane.  Wlieu  first 
allowed  to  walk  the  <iii'l  felt  **loose,"  and  a  feeling  as  though 
she  was  falling  asunder.  This  only  exists  in  a  very  slight 
degree  later,  and  is  quite  counteracted  hy  a  firm  hand  round 
the  hips.  Incontinence  of  urine  from  the  first,  and  cessation 
of  the  menses.     Aus.  Med,  Gaz. 


CASTRATION  IN  THE  FEMALE. 


Tauffer  is  very  favorahly  disposed  to  this  operation.  Af- 
ter having  reported  twelve  cases,  he  concludes  ; 

1.  With  necessary  precautions  this  operation  is  not  veiy 
dangerous :  the  mortality  being  only  ten  per  cent. 

2.  It  should  be  d(nie  under  the  spray  ;  the  abdomen  should 
he  closed  ;  drainage  is  only  exceptionally  necessary. 

3.  The  fact  that  the  woman  is  near  the  menopause  is  no 
contraindication,  for  we  cannot  positively  say  when  the 
menses  will  cease. 

4.  It  is  impossible  to  give  any  rule  for  opeiating,  such 
as  Hegar's,  that  the  ovaries  should  he  accessible  to  palpa- 
tion. 

5.  Double  ovariotomy  should  he  performed,  especially 
when  a  single  ovary  is  diseased,  excejDt  in  the  rare  ca>es 
where  one  of  the  organs  must  l)e  preserrrd. 

6.  The  Fallopian  tubes  should  be  removed  if  they  are 
diseased  in  any  way. 

7.  Hystero-epilepsy  is  curable  by  castration  ;  and  the 
group  of  symptoms  known  as  hysteria  is  often  attributable 
to  ovarian  disease. 

8.  The  question  as  to  the  effect  of  the  ligature  of  the 
large  supplying  vessels  on  uterine  fibromyomata  needs  fur- 
ther (consideration. 

1).  As  to  prognosis,  it  is  probable  that  the  nienopausfe  will 
not  he  delayed   after  the  operation   except  in  the  cases  in 
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which   inflaiiniiatioii    has  involved  the   neiiiiihoriim'  ()r«inn>. 
These  infljuiuiiations  retard  the  menopause. 

10.   ll  is  desirable  that  the  ea>es   .-should  he  i  his>itied  ae- 
c«*rdin^  Ut  the  phin  sugsrested  by  Ilejjfar.      Ann.  de  Gt/mv. 


BITES  OF  SERPENTS  AND  INSECTS. 

Dr.  E.  Inoals,  Chicago,  writes : — In  the  article  on  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Pracliie  of  the  Aborigines  of  America, 
contributed  hy  F.  Andros,  M.  1).,  and  published  in  your 
issue  of  Aug,  4,  it  is  stated  that  some  tribes  apply  the  bruis- 
ed wild  onion  for  the  stings  of  bees  and  wasps.  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  similar  practice  ha^  been  rec<»mmended  in 
literature  of  our  profession,  though  the  juice  of  the  common 
onion  is  an  excellent  application  for  this  puipose.  It  should 
be  thoroughly  applied  to  the  wound  immediately  after  the 
sting  has  been  received.  It  acts  as  a  very  perfect  antidote 
to  the  poison,  prevents  swelling  and  speedily  relieves  the 
pain.  No  treatment  for  the  bite  of  the  rattlesnake  could 
be  better  than  the  Indian  practice  of  sucking  the  wound  ; 
and  this  involves  no  danger  t(»  the  ojjoator,  for  the  venom  is 
innoxcious  when  taken  into  the  stomach.  The  Indians  pro- 
bably acted  wisely  in  ouiitting  to  use  inteinal  nmcdies,  for 
it  is  not  likely  that  the  poi>on  can  l)e  neutralized  by  anti- 
dotes administered  through  the  digestive  system.  Brainaid 
demonstrated  the  antidotal  powers  of  iodine  when  mixed 
with  the  venom  of  serpents,  but  he  injected  the  antidote, 
with  a  hypodermic  syringe,  among  the  tissues  where  the 
poison  had  been  received.  The  local  effects  of  the  jwison 
of  the  prairie  rattlesnake,  or  massasauga,  seem  to  me  to  be 
in  excess  of  the  constitutional  one.  I  have  seen  a  bite  on 
the  finger  cause  great  swelling  to  the  entire  arm,  attended 
with  a  discoloration  that  suggested  grangrene,  and  yet  it 
did  not  produce  sufficient  constitutional  effects  to  cause  ap- 
prehension.   In  one  case,  I  gave  great  relief  to  a  patient  by 
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81  free  incision  into  the  partsj  where  the  poison  was  received, 
though  two  hours  had  ehipscd  after  the  injury  before  I  saw 
the  case.  The  Inte  was  on  the  foot,  andabandatire  had  been 
placed  tightly  around  the  limi)  just  below  the  knee  imme- 
diately after  it  was  received.  The  patient  suffered  great 
pain  in  the  extremity,  but  this  was  immediately  relieved  by 
the  out-flowing  blood,  and  little  con^titutional  disturbance 
followed.  In  the  early  settlement  of  the  prairies  of  Illinois^ 
to  be  bitten  by  a  massasauga  was  not  an  unconmion  accident, 
but  I  never  knew  such  a  case  to  terminate  fataly.  Methods 
of  treatment  that  have  been  approved  by  the  experience  of 
unlettered  people,  should  not  be  held  as  entirely  beneath 
the  notice  of  the  profession,  for  in  their  blind  experiments 
they  may  sometime>  hit  on  what  is  valual)le  for  the  relief 
of  the  sick.     Jour.  Amer.  Med.  Ass'n. 


CHAUFFAGE  OF  THE  GENITAL  ORGANS  IN 
VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


Following  in  the  line  of  Chauveau's  experiments  in  weak- 
ening virus  by  heat,  Dr.  Aubert  suggests  the  virus  deposit- 
ed upon  the  skin  or  in  the  tissues  may  be  modifled  by  rais- 
ing the  temperature  of  the  part  to  108  or  109  degrees.  He 
remarks  upon  the  cure  of  paronychia  sometimes  obtained  by 
immersing  the  finger  in  hot  water,  and  suggests  that  we 
might  avert  by  this  means  the  consequences  of  snake-bite, 
dissection  wounds,  or  a  suspicious  coitus.  M.  Aubert  has 
made  few  experiments  in  this  direction  with  chanchoidal 
pus.  He  exposed  a  part  of  this  pus  for  tw^elve  hours  to  a 
temperature  of  about  109  degrees,  while  the  rest  was  pre- 
served at  the  ordinary  temperature.  Inoculations  with  the 
warmed  pus  were  without  result,  but  a  chanchoid  followed 
the  introduction  of  the  other.  He  therefore  concluded  that 
chauffage  destroyed,  or  at  least  rendered  innocuous  the 
chanchoidal  virus.     The  author  has  as  yet  made  no  experi- 
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inents  with  the  virus  of  syphilis  or  gonorrhoea  He  Miggests 
that  the  high  temperature  is  the  explanation  of  the  jrub«i- 
dt^nce  of  syphilic  manifei^tations  during  the  coui>e  of  ty- 
phoid fever  or  other  febrile  diseases.  He  further  asks  if 
the  fact  that  chanehoid  is  not  developed  in  the  interior  of 
the  body  and  never  pas.^es  beyond  the  supei-fioial  lymphatic 
glands  may  notl)e  explained  bj'  the  destruction  of  the  virus 
by  the  heat  of  the  deei)er  tissues.  Jour,  de  Med.  de  Paris, 


GastJiic  Ulcek. — Bltteemilk. — A  correspondent  of  the 
Med.  and  Surg.  Hep.  gives  an  account  of  a  severe  hemor- 
rhage occurring  in  his  own  person  and  pixnluced  by  gastric 
ulcer.  Feeling  sick  at  the  stamach  one  morning,  he  vom- 
ited a  pint  of  arterial  l)lood  which  was  followed  in  a  few 
minutes  by  two  quarts  more.  Different  astringents  were 
given,  some  hypodermically ;  ice  was  eaten,  and  the  chest 
packed  in  ice,  but  the  hemorrhage  continued  until,  as  several 
<>f  the  doctors  expressed  it,  he  had  v<mnted  two  gallons(  ?) 
of  blood.  Unconsciousness  followed,  A  large  dose  of  qui- 
nine (sixty  grains)  was  given,  was  immediately  thrown  up 
with  some  blood,  but  after  this  the  hemorrhage  stopped. 
He  remained  in  a  semiconscious  condition  for  three  days, 
and  then  as  he  rallied  had  craving  for  sour  food.  In  three 
weeks  he  could  walk  about  with  difficulty,  but  suffered  from 
loss  of  appetite,  and  a  constant  sinking  and  sick  feeling  in 
the  stomach.  After  seveml  months  the  desire  for  acid  food 
continuing,  he  drank  some  sour  wine  which  agreed  with  bis 
stomach  very  well,  but  he  found  buttermilk  agreed  with 
him  better,  and  he  still  continues  its  use,  without  any  dis- 
tase  for  it.  He  now  weighs  ten  pounds  more  than  ever  be- 
fore.    Med.  Rev, 


Ready  Test  for  Atmospheric  Purity. — Thei-e  is  on  exhi- 
bition at  the  hygienic  exhibition  at  Berlin  a  ready  means  of 
testing  the  atmosphere  of  rooms,  mines,  etc.,  for  presence 
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of  cai*bi)nic  acid  gas.  It  consists  of  an  instrument  ((.inpri- 
sing  a  ruhher  ball,  into  which  i.s  inserted  a  small  glass  neck, 
and  a  C(nnnion  reaction-gla^s  tilled  with  lime-water.  The 
hall  IS  tilled  by  alternate  compression  and  inflations,  with  the 
air  of  the  apartment,  which  is  then  discharged  into  ihe  l.me- 
water  The  quniitity  of  carbonic  acid  cun  only  be  roughly 
estimated  by  the  abundance  of  cnrlxjnate  of  lime  deposit. 
It  is  necessary  to  discharge  the  ball  twenty  or  thirty  times 
when  the  air  is  good,  to  cause  a  cloudiness.  The  degrees 
of  impurity  of  the  suspected  air  is  consequently  estin.atcd 
by  the  number  of  tiinesit  is  neces^jiry  to  dischnrj:e  this  ball 
containing  it  into  the  lime-water,  before  the  latter  becomes 
cloudy.  This  is,  of  course,  somewhat  indefinite  although 
it  answers  all  practical  purposes.     Med,  Age. 


Intermittent  Fever  treated  avitiiEIlectricity. — Elec- 
tricity has  been  used  by  Frank,  Borgini,  Aldini  and  oth- 
ers;  in  these  latter  times  by  B(»ssi,  of  Rome  ;  by  Vizioli, 
of  Naples;  by  Shipulski,  Krasnogladof,  Deparqliet,  etc. 
Prof.,  DeRenzi,  of  Genoa,  has  also  largely  experimented 
with  it,  and  has  found  that  in  the  majority  of  ca>es,  the 
fever  is  stopped,  and  frequently  more  promply  than  with 
quinine.  In  nine  cases,  the  author  has  had  five  complete 
cures,  two  bettering,  and  two  with  no  success.  They  were 
treated  with  the  continued  and  the  faradic  current ;  the  first 
obtained  with  9  to  G2  elements,  and  applied  five  to  fifteen 
minutes  along  the  spinal  cord.  The  Faiadaic  current  has 
been  more  efficient  than  the  galvanic.  These  expeiiments 
have  confirmed  the  possibility  of  conquering  intermittent 
fever  with  electricity  ;  but  so  far,  it  has  been  impossible  to 
ascertain  why  in  some  cases  a  rapid  and  complete  cure  is 
obtained,  and  in  others  an  incomplete  one,  and  what  are 
the  best  means  of  application  of  electricity,  and  when  it 
ought  to  be  prefered  to  quinine.     Annals   Uni. 


Treatment  of  the  Desquamative  stage  of  Scarlet  Fe- 
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VEK. — lu  his  report,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Axbridge 
Board  of  Guardians,  Mr.  G.  Smith,  medical  ofBctr  uf  the 
W()rk-h()u.<e,  sjieaks  favorably  of  the  treatment  iidopted  by 
liim  ill  the  desijua.nat.ve  stage  of  scarlet  fever  occurring 
among  liie  inmates  of  tue  work-house,  viz. :  >p()i)giiig  the 
body  twice  daily  with  oatmeal  scalded  (not  boi.ed),  in  the 
proportion  of  one  ounce  of  oatmeal  by  weight  to  one  pint 
of  boiling  vvater,  the  resulting  mixture  being  used  tepid. 
By  this  means  the  i-i.^k  of  spreading  the  disease  is  diminish- 
ed, the  skin  is  protected  from  the  yction  of  the  air,  and  the 
risk  of  dropsy  is  le>sened.     Lancet. 


Wounds  of  the  Thokacic  Duct. — A  case  of  wound  of 
the  thoracic  duct  is  reported  by  Boegehold  (of  Berlin).  He 
had  helped  his  chief,  Wilms,  at  an  operation  for  a  large 
cancerous  tumor  of  the  left  supra-clavicular  region.  Dur- 
ing the  operation  he  had  to  dissect  down  toward  the  junc- 
tion of  the  jugular  and  subclavian  veins.  While  scraping 
out  the  diseased  tissue  with  a  shaqj  spoon,  he  was  astonish- 
ed at  a  stream  of  milky  fluid  as  large  as  a  small  straw  be- 
ing poured  out  over  the  operation  Held.  It  was  checked 
by  a  tampon  of  salicylic  cotton,  after  which  the  wound 
healed  without  reaction,  while  the  general  condition  of  the 
patient  seemed  in  .lo  way  disturbed,  and  he  lived  for  >\x 
months.  No  autnpsy  could  be  secured.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  doubt  as  to  the  injury.  The  extieme  rarity  of 
this  accident  led  Boegehold  to  study  its  literature.  He 
was  able  to  find  but  one  authemic  ca>.e,  related  by  Bonct 
in  his  wo.k  on  practical  anatomy  published  in  1700.  The 
patient  was  wounded  in  the  breast  by  a  bullet,  and  for  se- 
veral months  a  milky  fluid  escaped  in  (Onsiderable  quaiititv 
from  the  bullet-wound,  while  death  finally  was  caused  by 
inanition  and    paralysis,     Boston  Med,  and  Sv.rg.  Jovr. 


Hydkophoiha  —  HoAXG-NAX. — Giiigcol  has  recently  made 
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a  coiinnunication  to  the  Academic  de  Medicine  of  Paris  on 
this  .subject,  with  the  following  conclusiionsi :  1..  There  is 
reason  to  believe  thjit  clinical  experience  will  verify  the 
opinion  as  to  the  good  effects  of  hoang-nan  in  the  treatment 
of  hydrophobia.  2.  The  oriental  practice,  which  consists 
in  administering  the  drug  per  orem,  should  be  rejected  on 
account  of  the  dysphagia  and  the  eventual  vomiting.  3. 
The  drug  can  be  belter  administered  by  the  subcutaneous 
injection  of  an  aqueous  solution — 1  to  10 — of  the  alcoholic 
extract  on  an  alcoholic  acetous  preparation,  every  m,xv  of 
which  represent  probably  the  active  principle  of  three  of 
the  pills  recommended  and  given  by  Tong-King.  4.  The 
maximum  doi>e  of  the  preparation  cannot  be  formally  indi- 
cated, but  must  depend  upon  the  indications.  L'indipen- 
dente — Med.  News, 


Rattlesnake  Poison  in  Tetanus.-A.  O.  Ameden,  M.  D., 
reports  a  ease  of  traumatic  tetanus  cured  by  the  hypoder- 
mic injection  of  rattlesnake  poison.  The  tip  of  the  hypo- 
dermic needle  was  dipped  into  some  '^crotaline"  and  the 
needle  inserted  under  the  skin  in  the  dorsal  region.  The 
tetanic  spasms  and  rigidity  rapidly  lessened  and  entirely 
ceased  in  ten  hours.  The  patient  then  slept  quietly  for  six 
hours.  Thirty  hours  after  the  insertion  of  the  poison,  rigid- 
ity and  slight  spasms  recurred,  and  a  second  injection  gave 
rise  to  alarming  prostration  and  other  symptoms  of  rattle- 
snake poisoning  but  the  man  recovered,  and  was  troubled  no 
more  with  tetanus.  Med.  Neios.  ^Remedy  worso  than  the 
disease.    Ed. 


Atropine  in  Meningitis. — A  writer  recomniends  the  use 
of  atropine  in  the  ordinary  strength  of  two  grV,  to  the  ounce, 
two  drops  in  each  eye  night  and  morning.  It  relieves  the 
intense  photophobia,  quiets  the  restlessness,  and  has  a  sooth- 
ing effect  on  the  patient  generally.  It  certainly  seems  worthy 
of  trial  in  such  cases.     At.  Jour.  Med. 
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Symptom  of  Pregnancy — vaginal  pulse. — Prof.  Ostcr- 
loh,  ilia  lecture  l)eforetIie  Societal  fur  Natur-und  Heilkunde 
in  Dresden,  stated  that  the  earliest,  never  failing  synip- 
toni  of  pregnancy  is  the  vaginal  pulse.  It  is  found  to  the 
right,  left,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  cervix.  In  healthy  non- 
pregnant women,  it  can  only  he  felt  when  in  a  ?)tate  of  or- 
gasm, hut  then  all  other  symptoms  of  pregnancy  are  want- 
ing. The  lecturer  never  found  the  vaginal  pulse  wanting 
in  pregnancy.  Dr.  Greuser  confirmed  the  statement,  as 
being  the  result  of  his  own  experience. 


Rules  in  Treating  Children. — One  of  the  Avatchwords 
in  treating  children  is  eliniination.  Don't  lock  up  the  se- 
cretions. Give  nature,  that  grand  old  mother,  a  chance. 
Very  rarely  should  opium,  or  any  of  its  preparations  or  de- 
rivatives, be  used  in  the  treatment  of  children.  He  who 
abides  the  nearest  to  thi«  rule  w^ill  always  have  the  best  suc- 
cess in  treating  them.  Look  after  them  closely.  Stand  by 
the  small  and  frequently  repeated  dosti  of  tasteless  medi- 
cines. Never  forget  that  a  sick  child  is  always  dangerously 
sick.     Med.  Br. 


Treatment  ok  Irreducible  Luxations. — In  an  interest- 
ing article  on  this  subject.  Kosenmever  states  that  in  most 
cases  of  irre<lucible  luxation  of  the  shoulder  a  high  degree 
of  usefulness  may  be  restored  to  the  joint  by  the  constant 
and  prolonged  use  of  passive  movements,  massage,  electric- 
ity, and  warm  baths;  but  when  the  mobility  of  the  false 
joint  is  very  slight,  when  great  pain  i-*  caused  by  piessure 
on  the  nerve,  or  when  the  muscles  are  commencing  to  atro- 
phy, arthrotomy  is  to  be  recommended.  If  the  dislocation 
is  of  very  (Hd  standing,  and  extensive  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  joint-socket,  then  resection  of  the  head  of  the 
humerus  should  be  performed.  In  the  case  of  the  elbow- 
joint,  the  results  obtainable  by'passive  movements,  subcu- 
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taneous  section  of  muscles,  tendons,  adhesions,  etc.,  are  far 
inferior  to  those  which  follow  the  lestclion  of  the  joint. 
Cent,  fur  Chir. 


Remarkable  Fecundity. — Dr.  F,  P.  AtkinsMjn  writes  to 
the  Brit,  Med.  Jour,  as  follo>vs:  *'I  have  just  come  acros* 
a  somewhat  remarkable  well  authenticated  instance  of  fe- 
cundity. The  lady,  who  was  of  good  position,  married  at 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  died  at  sixty-four.  She  had 
thirty-nine  children  (all  by  the  same  husband,  whom  she 
survived)  thirty -two  daughters  and  seven  sons,  and  they 
were  all  single  births  except  two,  which  were  twins.  An 
interesting  point  is  that  all  the  children  lived  to  attain  their 
majoriiy." 


M.  Perusson,  a  chemist  at  Limoges,  furnishes  fresh 
evidence  of  the  danger  of  using  glazed  earthernware  vessels, 
inasmuch  as  the  glaze  frequently  contains  lead  oxide,  which 
becomes  soluble  in  the  presence  of  acids.  M.  Penisson  cites 
the  following  instance :  One  hundred  grammes  of  milk 
w^as  left  to  feiment  in  a  glazed  receptacle,  and  twenty-two 
centigrammes  of  lead  sulphate  was  removed  from  it.  When 
the  glaze  becomes  rugged,  the  interstices  are  filled  with  me- 
talic  and  fermenting  substances  ;  thus  the  danger  is  increas- 
ed. Such  utensils  should  either  not  be  used,  or  else  sub- 
mitted to  the  influence  of  the  direct  contact  of  flame,  or, 
in  other  words,  singed.  This  is  the  only  method  t4)  render 
them  harmless.     Brit.  Med,  Jour. 


The  Sweats  of  Phthisis. — Dr.  Landouzy  employes  a 
powder  of  ten  parts  by  weight  of  salicylic  acid  to  ninety 
of  talc  or  starch.  Those  parts  of  the  body  which  are  habit- 
ually the  most  frequent  seats  of  the  sweating  are  i)Owdercd 
twice  a  day.    Almost  always  it  gives  temporary  relief ;  and 
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jidiiietiiues  the  uuieliorntion  persists  for  some  days  :ifu*r  tl.c 
applicjition  has  been  dis<*ontinued.     Joui\  de  Titer, 


A  Thkee  Bakuklled  Pexis. — Dr.  Lux.irdo  describes  a 
wre  aiiomalj  of  the  penis  in  a  young  man  under  treatment 
for  <;;onorrh<3ea.  The  meatus  presented  three  openings, 
which  corresiK)Mded  to  as  many  distintt  canals.  The  upper 
one  gave  passage  exclusively  to  the  .--eminal  fluid,  the  lower 
to  urine.  The  middle  tube  appeared  to  communicate  with 
the  lower  one.  The  gonorrhoea  affected  only  the  two  infe- 
rior ones.     Le  U,  Med. 


Sore  Nipples. — Dr.  Favre  (  St  Peter^burgh  Med.  Wodi . ) 
is  of  opinion  that  there  are  two  varieties  of  these,  fissures 
and  erosions,  and  believes  that  the  latter  ai"e  to  a  large  ex- 
tent due  to  tight  fitting  dresses  and  pressui*e  by  corsets. 
He  advises  that  the  nipples  l)e  sjjrinklcd  with  bii^muth,  dry, 
or  that  this  be  made  into  an  ointment  in  the  proijortion  of 
one  of  bismuth  to  two  of  vaseline.  This  procedure  has  of- 
ten resulted  in  a  cure  within  twenty-four  hours*  Gaillard'» 
Med,  Jour, 


Garfield  Memmorial  Hospital, — The  erection  of  the 
new  Garfield  Memmorial  Hospital  in  Washington  began  last 
week.  On  the  grounds  recently  purchased  by  the  Hospital 
Association  at  the  head  of  Tenth  street,  there  is  already  a 
brick  dwelling  house  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  city. 
This  house  is  two  stories  high,  and  has  ample  i-ooms,  and 
will  be  used  as  the  dwelling  of  the  officers  and  attendants 
at  the  hospital.     The  ground  cost  $32,500.     Med.  News. 


Nasal  Catarrh. — Cubebs  is  the  remedy  most  relied  on 
in  the  throat  room,  for  constitutional  impressi<m  in  the  or- 
dinary form  of  the  complaint.  Fifteen  or  more  drops  of 
the  oleoresin,  on  sugar  after  meals  ;  or  a  few  grains  of  the 
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recently  prepared  powder,  with  two  or  three  grains  of  the 
jsalicvlate  of  cinchonida,  in  pill  or  capsule,  are  the  forms 
usually  prescribed.  Cleanliness,  hy  douche  or  sprats  i* 
essential  in  giving  the  parts  a  chance  to  get  well,  which  they 
will  often  do  by  cleanliness  alone,  without  any  topical  ap- 
plicati(n).     Polydin. 


The  eminent  sanitarians  constituting  the  Cincinnati  Board 
of  Health,  have  parcelled  out  the  offices  and  set  the  machin- 
ery in  motion.  We  are  a  trifle  curious  to  see  some  of  the 
reports  of  the  office.  The  Board  i«  composed  of  tive  saloon- 
ists,  one  quack  doctor  and  the  Ma\'or.  The  former  attend 
to  the  spiritual  sanitation  of  the  city,  the  medical  member's 
especialty  as  advertised  in  the  restoration  of  lost  virginity, 
and  the  Mayor  as  a  glue  maimfacturer  knows  something  of 
vile  odors  and  the  necessary  something  that  will  hold  this 
unique  body  together.  The  medical  profession  has  nothing 
particular  to  complain  of,  in  fact  should  be  a  little  exultant 
over  the  situation.  Our  stomachs  are  not  dysi)eptic  nor  re- 
bellious.    Cin.  Lan,  and  Clin. 


Another  use  of  Carbolic  Acid. — Some  people  suffer 
the  most  pain  and  aijnoyaucje  from  ingrowing  toe-nails.  If 
the  flesh  has  fully  embedded  the  edges  of  the  nail,  and  the 
tissue  has  bec(mie  hypertrophied  about  it,  cutting  and  par- 
ing seems  but  to  aggravate  the  matter.  When  this  is  the 
case  drop  a  very  little  pure  carbolic  acid  along  the  borders 
of  the  inflamed  tissue,  and  let  it  soak  down  beneath  the  nail. 
The  pain  will  cease  as  if  by  magic,  and  the  irritated  flesh 
will  soon  make  a  healthy  slough.  If  now^  the  nail  be  scraped 
or  filed  veiy  thin  in  the  centre  onl} .  and  from  that  back  to 
to'  its  root,  carefully  leaving  the  edges  alone,  the  growth 
will  be  directed  towards  the  nn'ddle  and  a  complete  cure 
will  result,     hide,  Prac. 
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Bowdit(h'8  Formula  for  Irregular  Heart. — In  a 
discus»i(in  upon  heart  diseas^e  before  the  Boston  Society  for 
Medical  Iniprovenient,  Prof.  BowditcJi  said  that  he  had 
found  the  following  forniuhi  of  great  service  in  lelieving 
even  the  most  serious  cardiac  affections.  He  had  used  it 
for  the  last  twenty-live  years. 

B     Pulv.  digitalis,     gr.  x; 

Pulv.  colchici  sem.,         gr.  xx  ; 

8odii  bicarbonatis,         gr.  xxx : 

M.     Et  dlA'.  in  pil.  No.  xx. 

These  are  to  be  taken  three  or  uiur  tinies  daily  at  first ; 
subsequently  to  be  reduced  until  only  one  is  twken  at  bed- 
time ;  the  treatment  to  be  continued  for  three  to  nine  months. 
liofUon  Med,  and  Surg,  Jour, 


Hydrastis  in  Gonorrh(ka. — Dr,  A,  \V.  Bixbey  rei)orts 
t^everal  easesof  gonorrhoea  treated  chiefly  by  hydrastis.  One 
of  the  injections  suggested  is  : 

B     Hydrastiie  sulphatis,         gr.  x; 

Glycerinte,  3  i ; 

Aqute  destillat.,         Jiij. 

M.     Use  by  injection  every  three  hours.  South.  Clin. 


Treatment  of  Chorde  by  Sulpate  of  Quinine. — Dr. 
J.  B.  Johnson  writes:  Observing  that  itoc<!UiTed  about  the 
same  hour  every  night,  I  determined  to  try  the  anti-peri- 
odie  effect  of  quinine  in  his  case  ;  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourth  night  of  his  chordee,  I  prescribed  : 

B     Sulph.    quinine,         grs.  xv; 

Syrup,         q.  s. 

M.     S.     In  xij.  pills  divide. 

Take  three  pills  ever  three  hours  during  the  day  up  to 
bedtime,  and  repeat  them  each  day,  commencing  immedi- 
ately after  breakfast. 

The  next  morning  he  repoiled  a  somewhat  better  night, 
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and  after  the  third  night  his  chordee  disappeared,  and  he 
did  not  have  a  return  of  it  during  the  progress  of  the  cure 
of  his  gonorrhoea.     Med,  and  Surg,  Rej). 


Keystone  Formulary. 

ASTHMA. 

For  use  during  all  paroxysms. 

B     Fhi.  exi.  lobelia  fol 3  iij ; 

Flu.  ext,  draconitum,         3  ij ; 

Flu.  ext.  gelsiminum,         Z  i ; 

Lemon  juice,  5  ij  ; 

Syr.  tolu,         3  iij. 

M.    S.    Teaspoonful  every  fifteen  minutes  till  nauseated, 
which  maintain  until  relieved. 
For  continuous  use  till  cured. 

B     Flu.  ext.  gnndelia  rob 5  i; 

Flu.  ext.  stillingia  co _ 3  i ; 

Flu.  ext.  lygusticum,         3  i j  ; 

Pot.  iodidi,         3i; 

Ammo.  Brom.         3  iij ; 

^yw  simpl.  3  viij ; 

Alcohol  dil 3  jv. 

M.  Sig.  One  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day. 
With  proper  attention  to  diet,  and  correct  habits  the  above 
will  be  found  most  useful,  if  sufficiently  long  continued — 
from  one  to  three  months. — 

If  the  iodide  is  not  well  borne  begin  with  smaller  doses. 

ACUTE  INFLAMMATORY  RHEUMATISM. 


B 

Flu.  ext.   manaca, 
Salicylate  of  sodium, 

Tinct.  digitalis,         

Aqua  font 



3j; 

3  iij  ; 

3j; 

I  ijss. 

M. 

SO 

Si 

g.  Teaspoonful  in  wine 

glass  water 

every  four! 

B 

Quinia  sluph.           

Soda  bicarb.         

Podophyllin,         

grs.  XXX ; 

Z  i ; 

grs.  i. 
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Trit.  and  mix.  thoroughly  and  make  twelve  powders. 
Sig.  One  every  four  hours  alternated  with  above. 


R 


(iOUTY   RHEUMATISM. 

Pot.  nit.  pul. 

3  ij ; 

Vin.  colch.  sem.             

|ss; 

Spts.  ether,  nit 

Sj; 

Aqua  font.         

3  vjss. 

Mix.  Sig.  One  tablespoonful  every  four  hours  until  free 
action  of  the  bowels  is  had,  when  reduce  the  dose  to  a  tea- 
spoonful  and  continue  until  all  is  taken. 

THEN 

R     Pot.  iodidi, 3  ij ; 

Flu    Ext.  Phytolacca,  3  ij ; 

Aqua  font,  to  make,         3  viij. 

Mix.  Sig.  Tablespoonful  three  times  a  day. 

CHOREA. 

B    Flu.  ext.  cimicifuga        3  iij ; 

Zinci  Bromidi  grs.  xx  ; 

Syr.  simpl 3  jv. 

Mix.  Sig.  Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS. 

B     Flu.  ext.  cannabis  ind.       3  iij  ; 

Acid  phos.  dil.         3  ij  ; 

Acid   hydroc3'anic         gtts.  x ; 

Syr.  sinipl,  &  glycerine  aa         3  ijss. 

Mix.  Sig.  Teaspoonful  every  t>ix  hours  to  be  alternated 
with  teasptxmful  doses  of  cod  liver  oil  in  a  little  whisky. 
A  goblet  of  new  milk  fresh  from  the  cow  should  be  taken 
evening  and  morming. 

If  the  cod  liver  oil  is  not  well  borne  by  the  stomach,  give 
in  its  place  malto-yerbine.  The  above  with  a  liberal  diet 
of  nitrogenous  food  will  prolong  life  and  add  to  the  com- 
fort of  the  patient  in  most  cases. 

LOCAL  APPLICATION  IN  ACUTE  ARTICULAR    RHEUMATISM. 

B     Iodoform  3  i j  ; 

Ol.  gaultheria         gttsx; 

Cosmoline  3  iij« 
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Mix  and  rub  well  together. 

Sig.  Apply  to  the  painful  joints  twice  a  day,  rubhin«r 
gentl}^  with  the  bare  hand  live  or  ten  minutes  at  each  inunc- 
tion. 

LOCAL  APPLICATION  FOR  HiBMORKHOlDS. 

B     Opii  pill.  grs.  v; 

Aloes  pul.         gi-8.  V ; 

Flu.  ext.  hammamelis         3i; 

Cosraoline         5  i. 

Mix.  Sig.  Sponge  off  with  warm  water  and  apply  afler 
each  defecation. 


REMONSTRANCE    OF  AN   ASYLUM    SUPERINTENDBNT. 

On  the  suggestion  of  a  doctor  that  those  who  associate  with  the 
insane  transmit  the  disorder  to  their  offspring. 

Dear  Doctor,  I  beg  you — I  pray  you — don't  tell  us 

That  you  really  believe  in  an  insane  bacilus ! 

That  in  mingling  with  patients  we're  breathing  an  an* 

Full  of  germs  of  mad  phrenzy  and  hopless  despair ; 

That,  although  our  own  minds  may  seem  perfectly  sane. 

Parasitical  growths  will  forever  remain 

In  our  system,  infecting  the  blood  and  the  brain ; 

So  that,  if,  by  good  luck,  we  ourselve  don't  go  mad. 

The  child  will  inherit  the  germs  of  its  dad ! 

Already,  in  truth,  are  our  troubles  enough. 

Without  being  told  this  nonsensical  stuff ; 

In  peril  from  blows,  in  peril  from  flurry, 

In  peril  from  fire,  in  peril  from  worry, 

In  peril  from  Lunacy  Board  and  Committee ; 

Are  these  not  sufficient,  dear  sir,  in  all  pity  ? 

Forbear  then  to  talk,  I  beseech  you,  until  I 

Have  time  to  examine  these  wretched  bacilli. 

But  if  you  insist  on  such  growths  dial>olic. 

Pray  send  me  a  bottle  of  mental  carbolic. 

— ITie  Amer.  Horn. 
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ISTE'V^T  I2SrV"EISrXI02SFS. 


A  XEW  DILATING  BULBOUS  URETHROTOME 

AND  URETHROMETRE  COMBINED. 

For  Locating^   Measuring^  Dilating  and  Iiicising,   During 

WithdrawaL 

W.  B.   ROGERS,  M.  D. 


A  few  moments  study  of  the  accompanying  drawings 
which  have  been  carefullv  executedbv  theaitistof  Tiemann 
&  Co.,  will  sustain  the  claims  enumeiated  for  the  iiistru- 
inent. 

Fig.  A.  shows  the  instrument  Avith  its  points  and  guides. 

Fig.   B  shows  its  passage  along  the  urethra  to  the  bladder. 

Fig.  C  shows  it  during  withdrawal,  the  bulb  which  was 
formed  in  the  bladder,  detects  the  stricture  at  S,  while  R 
is  the  blade  for  incising  the  stricture. 

Returning  to  A,  the  instrument  will  be  seen  to  consist  of 
a  shaft  I  H,  a  curve  H  D  G,  and  a  curved  point  M.  This 
point  M  may  be  unscrewed  just  in  advance  of  G  and  replac- 
ed by  the  straight  point  O,  to  which  is  attached  the  soft 
catgut  guide  ;  or,  the  point  M  may  be  replaced  by  the  shf)rt 
point,  tunneled  for  the  whalebone  guide  X— -after  Gouley. 
The  shaft  I  H  is  seven  inches  long,  cylindrical,*^with  a  uni- 
form diameter  equaling  that  of  No.  4  English  scale,  while 
the  curve  gradually  diminishes  in  diameter  to  the  size  of 
No.  3.  The  point  O  tapers  to  the  filiform  guide.  Thus  we 
fonn  an  instrument  which  can  be  safely  pressed  to  the  blad- 
der, through  any  stricture  whose  opening  can  be  passed  by 
the  guide. 

The  shaft  I  H  consists  of  two  cylinders,  a  ,solid  one  with 
ring  handle  E,  inclosed  by  holhic  one  with  ring  handle  F. 
Along  the  curve  the  two  cylinders  become  solid  haJf  cylin- 
ders, with  their  flict  surfaces  opposed,  thus  forming  a  solid 
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irJiole  cylinder.  At  G,  the  hollow  cylinder  of  the  shaft  re- 
ceives the  solid  one.  The  instrument  having  been  passed 
well  into  the  bladder,  by  means  of  the  ring  handle  F  the 
hollow  cylinder  of  the  shift  is  rotated,  causing  a  sepanUion 
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of  the  Ivvo  hollow  cylindeVs  of  the  ruive,  thus  i'oiinin^  (in 
the  bhiddi^v)  liskele/ OH  bulb  of  i\i\\  de.sirahl^i  diaiiKMer  uji 
to  that  of  the  full  size  male  urethra.  The  diameter  <»f  the 
J»ulb  at  anv  ^s^tage  of  its  foiiuation  i-aii  be  se^i)  as  the  arrow 
point   plays   oier  th(?   metre  plate  oi»posite  liiijr  luMulle  F, 

It  wm  be  seen  in  fig,  C  that  as  the  instrument  i«  with- 
drawn, we  approach  the  stricture  at  S  with  the  [K)int  of  a 
wedge  whose  base  corresponds  to  the  greate*<t  diameter  of 
the  bull).  With  this  wedge  we  keep  the  strictui>e  well  ou 
the  stretch.  At  R  is  seen  the  blade  for  incising,  and  >\hose 
iiandle  is  at  K.  The  blade  lies  ecnu-ealed  and  ^leathed  be- 
tween the  two  half  cylinders  of  the  curve,  and  can  l)e  made 
to  protrude  and  cut  to  the  depth  of  one  line  or  less.  This  in- 
cising may  l>e  performed  with  a  bulb  of  any  size^  and  at  one 
i-jizor-like  sweep,  or  by  nicking,Hhen  dihiting,  and  repeat- 
ing. The  latter  i>  preferable,  since  by  this  method  we  cut 
only  through  the  depth  of  the  cicatrix  when  the  !)ulb  glides 
on.  That  it  does  incise  the  healthy(  ?)  urethm  both  l)ehind 
and  in  fwnt  of  the  stricture,  may  l)e  urged  as  an  objection, 
which,  however,  is  more  theoretical  than  real,  since  longi- 
tudinal incisions  are  not  followed  by  contraction  of  the 
canal . 

During  the  introduction  of  the  oidinary  steel  s<iund,  the 
\yo\\i  is  liable  to  be  arrested  by  folds  of  the  membrane  lin- 
ing the  canal,  or  by  spasm  of  the  *'cut-off"  muscle,  hence 
the  skilled  surgeon,  to  detect  a  stricture  of  a  large  calibre, 
relies  on  the  grasping  or  **biting"  during  withdrawal;  but 
to  the  hand  unfamiliar  to  this  *'biting,"  a  stricture  may  es- 
cape detection,  and  the  period  at  which  it  is  most  amenable 
to  treatment  be  allowed  to  pass.  With  this  instrument,  and 
the  bulb  formed  in  the  bladder,  the  merest  novice  in  ure- 
thral surgery  can  hardly  fail  to  detect  the  slightest  degree 
of  constriction. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  a  cure  must  necessarily  follow  stm- 
pie  incision  with  this  urethrotome,  but  it  is  claimed  that  the 
instrument  can  be  safely  passed  through  any  urethra  admit- 
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ting  the  tilifonn  guide  ;  that  it  detects  and  locates  the  slrir- 
ture  during  withdrawal ;  that  it  stretches  or  dilates  steadily 
while  the  blade  nicks  fibre  after  fibre  of  the  stricture  through 
its  entire  thickness.  That  besides  being  a  urethrometrr, 
it  can  take  the  place  of  a  series  ofconical  sounds  or  dilatt)rs, 
and  thus  be  used  in  the  after  treatment. 


''For  the  Truth,  then,  let  ua  battle;  And  iu  might  shall  get  us  free.'* 

MAXIMS. 

The  maxim  for  Reformers.  ''The  truth  against  the 
world."  Ed. 

Routine  in  practice  is  never  scientific,  and  is  liable  to  be 
mischievous.  Hibbard. 

It  is  as  morally  impossible  to  have  clear  wits  and  dirty 
feet ;  as  pure  character,  and  harbor  vile  thoughts.  Ed, 

The  time  will  ccmie,  when  the  measure  of  civilization  will 
be  its  approach  to  natures  mandates,  instead  of  artifice,  as 
now.  Ed. 

Any  view  of  God  which  makes  a  man  intolerant,  any  view 
of  duty  which  makes  him  harsh,  any  conception  of  eternity 
which  makes  him  a  coward  and  hypocrite,  is  proved  by  its 
effects  to  be  erroneous.  The  Golden  Rule. 

It  is  easier  and  more  natural  for  the  censorious  to  "whine" 
over  the  ills  of  life  and  the  prevailing  evils  of  society,  than 
to  engage  in  labors  of  love,  in  efforts  to  improve,  the  world 
and  to  remove  or  remedy  existing  defects  in  our  fallen  hu- 
manity. Ih\  J.  H.  llanaford. 
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DIURETICS, 


III  the  olden  lime,  catluirtics  held  the  highest  |M)8sible 
place  ill  the  |)lan  of  luedication.  The  phv.^icinii  liaidly  ex- 
ercised a  luodic'uiii  of  loininoii  scMl^e  in  nwikinsr  an  analv^i>« 
of  the  lesion.  Catlmrtie>,  rti«t,  last  juid  all  the  time,  were 
given,  it  mattered  not  the  di.sease,  But  thi.s  has,  to  ^onle 
extent,  like  all  freaks  of  superticial  fancy,  become  a  thing 
that  was,  **WhY  have  IkjwcIs  unless  io  he  physieed?"  was 
the  idea  continuously  acted  upon.  It  has  taken  us  several 
hundred  years  to  tind  out  tluit  <uir  Ixiwels  are  of  ><)me  use 
in  the  animal  economy,  and  that  it's  iHKSsii»le  to  live  without 
drastic  pilltj.  No  sooner,  however,  tlwm  we  make  this  dis- 
covery, that  our  minds  become  imprejrnated  with  the  idea 
that  thu'  kidneys  need  |)hysicing.  "Your  kidneys  need 
pumping/'  says  the-hang-on-to-the-old-ideu  doctor,  "and 
my  diuretic  pumps  any  man's  water  right  away."  Did  it 
ever  occur  to  you  that  dia!)etij^possible  aU)uminuria-mi.iilit 
have  resulted  from  a  too  free  use  of  peppery  vegetable  di- 
uretics? Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  the  bladder  might  be 
at  fault — might  cause  the  back-ache,  and  that  diuretics  were 
just  the  thing  you  did  not  need,  and  that  Epsom  salts  were 
a  hundred  per  cent  better?  Piay  examine  more  closely  and 
give  less  useless  diuretics,  F,  A.  E. 

EXPERT  EVIDENCE, 


The  medical  profession  generally  is  chaiiicterized  by  such 
a  very  common  and  almoijt  unniversal  lack  of  practical,  or 
common  everj'^  day  businesvS,  capacity  and  judgement,  as  to 
have  become  proverbial  and  not  without  chagrin  to  those 
more  like  adepts  or  proticient  members  of  the  profession. 

This  lamentable  fact  is  constantly  increasing ;  the  pro- 
fession itself  seeing  and  admitting  the  facts,  but  powerless 
to  chanofe  the  causes  that  force  the  dilema. 
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We  as>ejt,  fearless  of  >uiceji^ful  contradict  ion,  that  it  is 
all  due  to  the  want  of  underlying  rational  foundation  for 
the  dominant  branch  of  the  profesHoinil  body. 

That  is  to  say,  amidst  the  revolutions  that  have  character- 
ized our  earnest  and  solicitous  denres  for  the  weal  of  man- 
kind, and  the  prospective  emoluments  which  might  he  at- 
tainable, seltish  motives  have  so  often  gained  the  ascenden- 
cy and  under  the  constraining  influences  of  sy.-tematizing, 
the  high  order  required  in  medical  talent,  has  been  allowed 
to  stray  into  realms  of  seltish  speculations  and  tempoiarily 
pressing  into  service  the  gullable,  it  has  come  to  the  present 
culmination. 

Both  apriori  deduction  and  experience  proves  such  to  be 
the  ease,  and  the  normal  horoscope  prognosticates  simihir 
consequences  to  organizations,  ever  and  in  proportion  to 
their  demand  and  supply  of  the  higher  functicms  of  ration- 
ality. 

Hence,  reformations  have  ever  been  but  a  series  of  rev- 
olutions and  antagonisms. 

A  truly  great  and  general  diffusion  of  the  useful  has  not 
hitherto  been  attempted  since  the  days  of  Hypocrates  per- 
haps. 

This  status  of  affairs  medical,  brought  about  a  curtailed 
system  of  instructions,  replete  with  assumption,  domineer- 
ing and  of  assumed  prerogatives,  only  to  be  excelled  by  the 
natural.  limits  of  superlative  tendencies. 

Apropos  to  this  Comes  the  now  notable  and  to  be  re<>ret- 
ted  state  of  which  these  lines  complain,  and  which  consti- 
tutes the  chief  mortification  to  that  portion  of  the  medical 
devotees  who  would  sincerely  lift  the  clouds  that  hover  over 
and  bedim  the  normal  view  of  the  remedial  arena. 

Abiding  the  transitions  so  iminent  and,  so  ominously  for- 
Imding  none  can  avoid  the  conjmon  want  of  better  under- 
standing of  the  real  relations  of  medicine  and  state,  or  med- 
ical jurisprudence  so  termed,  and  especially  of  that  exercise 
of  privilege  and  truly  state  function,  recognized  as  expert. 
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Law  unlike  our  assumed  medicine  (which  is  very  unreal 
and  hence  untrue)  huilds  upcm  stability  and  in  so  far  as 
educating  and  judirement  can  be  controlled  is  fact,  looks  by 
direct  insti.:ct  as  it  were,  to  the  njost  cultured  and  raised 
accunmlations  and  observations  for  guidance  in  every  de- 
partment wherein  justice  is  invoked,  this  brings  per  ne- 
cessity a  real  want  for  the  most  ripened  judgements  of  ed- 
ucated minds  to  bear  upon  nuiny  difficult  and  knotty  ques- 
tions before  our  courts,  which  are  (or  ought  to  be,)  state 
tribunals. 

A  witness  is  one  capacitated  to  give  evidence  fiom  whjit 
he  has  with  his  own  natural  senses  come  in  posses8i(m  of, 
but  this  is  of  a  two-fold  character. 

a.  The  physical  activities,  or  that  which  may  have  been 
seen,  felt,  or  heard,  and  here  the  common  evidence  ends. 

5.  The  metap|;iysical,  or  logical  deducti(»ns  aimed  at,  such 
as  are  usually  looked  upon  (though  greatly  in  eiror,)  as 
the  results  of  the  fornier  kind  of  facts.  These  may  be  de- 
nominated logical  deductions  or  necessary  .-eijuences,  and 
such  a  witness  becomes  the  ex|)ei  t. 

These  two  depaitments  of  evidence  stand  entirely  apart 
from  each  other  and  should  in  nowise  be  commingled,  and 
we  will  just  add  that  a  good  ex|)ert  is  rarely  found. 

Here  a  very  great  lameness  of  law  jn'actice  exists,  not 
chtu'geable  to  law  itself  but  to  common  administration  as 
at  present  conducted,  i.e.  the  admission  of  ^>e/«VyJ<  instead 
of  personal  consciousnes>,  knowledge. 

Justice  would  surely  be  facilitated  and  error  avoided,  if 
the  common  burden  of  questions  to  the  experts  were,  not 
do  you  ^'believe''  to  be  true  ;  but  what  do  you  kvow  to  be 
the  fact. 

Experts  are,  or  should  be  profound  minds  in  ev<  rv  call- 
ing, (are  not  limited  to  medicine)  and  are  ex|)ectrd  to  be 
able  to  consider  a  hypothetical  case,  or  to  hear  the  din  ct 
evidence  and  then  give  the  direct  and  necessaiy  deductions. 

We  here  quote  some  pertinent  instiuctioi  s  from  E.  C. 
Harwood,  M.  D.,  on  Experts. 
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*'ln  geneial-as  a  priiKMple — the  hiw  only  permits  witness- 
es to  tef^tity  legurding  fact?'  coming  \\ithin  their  own  per- 
sonal knowledge;  3'et  there  are  exceptional  casesi  in  which 
it  is  found  expedient  to  admit  as  evidence  the  opinion  of 
the  witness,  and  not  what  he  actually  saw*  or  heard,  but 
what  he  believes  to  be  true,  judging  from  past  experience 
and  infomation. 

Under  this  head  is  classed  the  testimony  of  medical  men 
who,  in  the  language  of  the  law,  are  known  as  ''experts" — 
that  is,  men  instructed  by  experience,  and  i)rofessionaIly 
acquainted  with  the  subject-matter  of  the  discussion. 

In  order  that  such  testimony  may  be  introduced,  it  must 
appear  that  the  fact  to  be  proved  requires  more  than  the 
ordinaiy  knowledge  which  the  average  man  possesses — that 
is,  the  fact  must  be  ot  such  a  nature  that  an  inexperienced 
person  would  he  liable  to  en-^or :  and  that,  in  order  to  form 
a  correct  judgement,  some  preparation,  and  study  must  have 
been  necessary. 

Medical  experts  are  generally  entire  strangers  to  the  par- 
ty regarding  whom  the  controversy  is  instituted,  and  are 
only  permitted  to  testify  as  to  the  facts  already  proved  by 
other  testimony.  They  can  only  say  what,  in  their  judge- 
ment, would  be  theresult  of  certain  facts  submitted  to  their 
consideration,  and  can  not  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  general 
merits  of  the  case,  nor  as  to  questions  with  which  a  jury 
may  be  supposed  to  be  equally  well  acquainted. 

A  hypothetical  case,  introducing  the  circumstances  of 
the  particular  controversy,  is  generally  put,  and  they  are 
asked  what,  in  their  judgement,  would  be  the  condition  of 
a  person  under  such  circumstances,  or  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  sucTi  treatment.  All  that  is  required  to  entitle 
one  t;^o  give  evidence  as  a  medical  expert  is  that  he  has  been 
educated  as  a  physician,  and  has  had  some  ex|)erience  in 
his  pn)fession. 

One  may  testify  as  an  expert  although  he  is  not  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
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The  Court  at  the  triHl  decides  whether  a  witness  oifercd 
as  ail  expert  has  the  necessary  qualifications,  and,  if  his  tes- 
timony is  admitted,  itisforthe  jury  or  tribunal  to  determine 
the  weight  due  to  !^uch  testimony  in  each  particular  instance. 

In  almost  all  cases  where  a  medical  expert  is  called  in  he 
is  required  to  pass  an  opinion  upon  the  professional  skill  or 
practice  of  another  professional  man.  In  jjuch  cases  it  is 
the  duty  of  a  witness,  ill  answering  questions  put  to  him  by 
counsel,  to  state  his  opinion,  and  the  grounds  upon  which 
it  is  based,  clearly  and  distinctly  ;  but  he  is  not  bound  to  be 
forward  in  pointing  out  and  sugge&iting  defects,  and  should 
not  endeavor  to  lower,  another  practitioner  in  the  opinion 
of  the  public.  He  should  conceal  nothing  which  is  rele- 
vant to  the  elucidation  of  the  case  at  issue,  but  he  should 
volunteer  nothing. 

Care  should  be  taken  in  giving  testimony  to  be  prepared 
to  answer  any  :)ue8tion  that  may  be  put  in  regard  to  anato- 
my, or  which  has  any  bearing  on  or  connection  with  the 
case. 

Great  latitude  is  allowed  counsel  on  cros^-ex«mination, 
and  an  expert  should  be  prepared  to  answer  all  qucbtions, 
even  though  they  may  seem  impertinent,  in  regard  to  the 
length  of  time  he  has  .studied  and  practiced  medicine,  his  hab- 
its, associations,  and  particular  practice  and  advantages. 

These  questions  are  generally  asked,  and  go  to  show  the 
weight  due  to  the  testimony,  given  by  the  expert. 

A  medical  man  may  be  called  as  an  expert  in  any  case 
requiring  medical  testimony,  and,  if,  upon  being  per>onally 
served  with  subpoena,  his  fees  in  a  civil  action  are  paid,  he 
is  bound  to  obey  the  subpoena. 

The  fees  in  civil  cases  on  services  of  subpoena  are  fifty 
cents,  and,  if  out  of  the  city  or  town,  mileage  is  allowed. 

In  criminal  cases  no  fees  need  be  puid,  though,  if  the 
distance  is  great,  the  physician  is  entitled  to  a  small  sum 
for  mileage. 

There  is  no  provision  for  the  payment  of  medical  men 
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when  called  upon  to  tejjtify  as  experts*.  Some  oompenKatioD 
nhould  be  provided  by  statute,  as*  it  is  a  jzivat  hardftliip  t«> 
compel  a  phyjsifian  in  active  i)rartice  t«  leave  his  busiuesj* 
and  attend  at  court,  sonietinies  for  days,  to  his  great  dam- 
age pecuniarily. 

If,  however,  a  medical  man  is  employed  to  examine  a 
case  as  an  expert,  and  to  give  his  testimony  from  such  ex- 
an)ination,  if  no  special  agreement  Is  made  as  to  the  amount, 
he  may  sue  for  and  i^ecover  such  an  amount  as  his  services 
may  be  reasonably  worth,  and  this  may  be  done  even  if  the 
physician  has  not  been  called  upon  to  give  his  evidence  af- 
ter making  such  examination.  In  such  cases  it  is  always 
best  to  have  the  amount  of  compensation  agreed  upon  by 
the  parties,  as  it  may  be  very  diffi<-ult  to  prove  that  the  ex- 
amination made  by  the  physician  was  worth  the  amount 
charged. 


''HOLD  FAST  THAT  WHICH  IS  GOOD" 

It  is  a  golden  mandate — ^'Prove  all  things,  hold  fast  that 
which  is  good."  Not  only  should  it  be  the  watchword  of 
medicine-men,  but  it  would  be  a  suitable  inscription  to  grace 
the  guide  boards  upon  every  avenue  of  life.  We  fear,  how- 
ever, that  it  has  not  been  observed,  only  in  part.  "Prove 
all  things" — test  all  new  remedies — is  the  prevailing  motto 
of  the  average  physician,  and  he  pushes  his  treatment  with 
a  dash  of  bold  recklessness,  regarding  as  of  little  con.*-e(juence 
the  (conservation  of  vital  energy.  We  have  little  respect  for 
the  doctor  who,  in  the  face  of  serious  vital  expenditure, 
neglects  a  trustworthy  remedy  and  pushes  in  a  new  and 
strange  agent  simply  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  its 
therapeutic  action.  In  cases  of  serious  lesion,  the  true 
phvsician  administers  such  remedies  as  he  knows  are  relia- 
ble— as  he  knows  have  pa^^scd  successfully  through  the  cru- 
cible of  old  Time — thus  "holding  fast  that  which  is  good  ;" 
while  in  a  lesion  of  little  moment,  and  especially  in  one  of 
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a  rebelliouis  chariioter,  he  might  confcientiouslv  i)u>h  <  ut 
into  the  sea  of  uncertainty. 

The  physician  that  knows  what  to  give  in  jiffliction  ijs  wM^e 
indeed,  hut  he  that  knows  what  he  ought  not  to  give,  is 
much  wiser.  Too  much  medicine  makes  l)ad  nmtlers  worse. 
To(»  much  physicing  makes  human  barometers  and  popuh)U8 
grave-yards.  Too  many  new  remedies  make  too  much  ex- 
perimenting with  precious  life.  So,  reader,  "hold  i9L>i 
that  whii'h  is  good,"  Kcmemher  JEsop's  fable  of  the  dog 
and  the  hone.  Do  not  let  go  of  the  substance  for  the  shadow 
you  see  in  the  water,  but  hold  fast  what  you  have  until 
you  possess  yourself  of  something  better,  F.  A   E, 


THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUJE,  NEXT  MEETING. 

Let  it  he  remembered  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Institute  w^ill  he  held  at  8t.  Louis,  begining  June  the 
l«th.     By  order  of  the  Pres.  W,  H,  P.  Spi^inger,  M.  D. 

Attest  Geo.  H.  Field,  B.  S.,  M.  D,,  Sec'ty, 


EDITE  MS, 


Voltaire's  definition  of  a  physician.  One  who  introduces 
drugs  of  whicn  he  knows  but  little,  into  bodies  of  which  he 
knows  still  less.     How  very  applicable,  and  sadly  true. 

An  English  farmer,  aged  59,  in  good  health,  w^as  stunir 
by  a  bee  on  the  eyelid.  Signs  of  collapse  ensued  at  once, 
and  the  man  died  in  half  an  hour.     Pop,  Sci.  Newn, 

*'Heap  medicine  man" — "Big  medicine  man  he,"  The 
British  Medical  Association  has  over  10,000  members. 

The  St.  Louis  Police  are  earnestly  closing  up  the  Chinese 
opium  snicking  dens.     When  will  the  entire  countiy  unite 
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ill  a  grand  army  crusade  against  tobacco  smoking  and  its 
permanently  debasing  tendencies? 

Hair  Dyes  have  proven  very  unhealthy  to  IJ.  S.  Congress- 
men lately. 

*'Brain  Power"  does  not  grow j  per  ae,  but  will  develope 
with  normal  nutrition  and  healthy  assimilation,  attended  by 
pure  culture. 

Dr.  Wm.  Goodell,  Phila.,  prescribes  for  Pruritus  Vulva?, 
carbolic  acid,  one  drachm;  morphine  sulph.,  ten  grains  ; 
boracic  acid,  two  drachms;  vaseline,  two  ounces;  also,  wet- 
ting the  parts  with  boiling  hot  water. 

Wm.  Anderson  M.  D.,  Lond.  Lan.^  claims  to  have  di«»- 
covered  by  accident,  that  santonine,  will  cure  Gonorrhoea 
and  Gleet. 

It  is  reported  that  forty  per  cent  of  the  total  births  in 
Vienna,  are  illegitimate. 

FromiV^.  Y.  Med.  Jour,^  we  learn  that  probably  the  old- 
est book  on  Obstetrics  was  writen  hy  Woolveridge  of  Dou- 
blin,  in  1670  and  entitled  "Speculum  Matricis."  It  is  fear- 
ed that  the  last  copy  has  been  lost,  unless  a  reported  copy, 
in  the  Library  of  St.  Mary's  at  Manchester  Eng.  still  exists. 

A  Dr.  Bently  of  Ky.,  recommends  very  highly,  the  use 
of  Burdock  seed  in  Epilepsy. 

Jequirty  appears  to  stand  the  test  of  usuage  in  chronic 
conjuctivitis,  and  even  has  earnest  sanction  in  Pannus. 

Dr.  Grabriel  of  France,  considers  vomiting  in  an  attack 
of  diphtheria  as  a  very  grave  symptom.  Statistics  collated 
establish  his  observations. 

Berberina  Aquafolium,  has  the  reputation  of  curing  ef- 
fectually. Seminal  emissions. 

.  One  drop  of  tinct  Belladonna,  before  each  meal,  taken 
in  cold  water,  is  said  to  overcome  and  cure  most  of  the  ob- 
stinate constipations.  ^  . 
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Prof.  J.  Eastman,  reports  the  case  of  u  two-headed  nioii- 
jstei*. 

A  Portugese  Dr.  cures  hydrophobia  by  rul)bin<r  garlic  in- 
to the  wound  and  giving  a  decoction  to  drink,  several  times 
a  day. 

M.  Poulet,  claims  that  the  mi^Toscope  i-eveals  the  fact 
that  the  gastric  secr€»tion  is  hippuric  acid  combined  with 
potassium,  and  not  hictic  or  hydro-chloric  as  heretofore 
believed. 

A  decoction  of  quassia  is  said  to  prevent  the  mosquito 
from  biting  and  relieve  the  itching  irritation  from  their  bite. 
Oil  of  Pennyroyal  is  very  sure  protection. 

D\\  A.  Samuels,  asserts  that  he  has  cured  a  most  obsti- 
nate ringworm,  bj'  the  application  of  a  strong  faradiac  cur- 
rent of  electricity  directl3^  to  it.  Two  applications  only 
being  required.     iV".  Y.  Med.  Jour, 

Phytolacca  is  now  pronounced  to  be  unexcelled  as  an  an- 
ti-fat agent.  The  American  Institute  of  Medicii^e,  declare 
its  anti-fat  properties  extend  even  to  the  birds  that  feed 
upon  its  berries. 

It  is  now  becoming  a  firmly  fixed  conclusion,  that  the 
ixt^e,  of  Tobacco  in  any  way,  favors  visual  troubles  as  well 
as  other  ailments. 

Tears  of  blood,  are  said  to  be  a  verity  in  some  cases.  Pe- 
culiarity of  constituti<m  or  Cachexia  seems  to  predispose, 
and  hysteria  excites. 

Persons  who  suffer  from  cramps  at  night,  are  said  to  find 
speedy  and  sure  relief,  by  raising  the  head  of  their  bed- 
steads, four  inches,  regularly.     A  cheap  cure,  if  true. 

The  Arch,  of  Ped.  quotes  a  writer,  who  claims  that  vac- 
cine may  take  effect  and  prove  protective  without  evincing 
the  usual  external  manifestations.  (^ r\r\cs\o 

I       Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


192  ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL   JOURNAL. 


BOOK  REVIEWS, 


p]NcycLOPcEi>iA  Britanica.  The  Greatest  of  all  Encycloihedias. 

It  is  the  standard  work  of  the  present  century,  written  for  tlie 
use  of  the  reading  public  of  to  day.  The  latest  developments  of 
art,  science,  geography,  history  and  literature,  are  here  fully  set- 
forth. 

The  names  of  such  writers  and  thinkers  as  Huxley,  Mirart,  Car- 
penter, Turner,  Proctor,  Lockyer,  Max  Muller,  Van  Bunson, 
Nichol,  Blackie,  Keith,  Johnson  and  venerables,  stamp  its  utter- 
ance with  absolute  authority. 

There  is  no  appeal  from  these  pages  which  form  the  court  of 
the  highest  resort  of  knowledge. 

The  Encyclopoedia  Britanica,  has  formly  been  a  very  expensive 
work,  out  of  reach  of  the  man  of  moderate  means,  but  this  Amer- 
ican Reprint  reduces  its  cost  nearly  one  half,  thus  making  it  a 
popular  work  not  only  for  its  excellence,  but  its  cheapness. 

It  is  printed  in  large  clear  type  with  finely  executed  engraving, 
maps  and  other  illustrations.  In  fact,  like  a  gem  sparkling  with 
thought  and  oj^inion  of  the  master-minds  of  the  world  upon  ever}' 
topic  of  information  that  man  has  any  knowledge  of  in  its  most 
convienient  and  accessable  form. 

Complete  in  21  Imperial  Octavo  Volumes  of  800  pages  each. 
Price  in  cloth.     $5.00  per  vol. 
"'     ''  Library  6.00    "    " 
''     ''  Half  Morocco  7.00    "    ^' 

Subscribers  can  have  volumes  sent  at  intervals  of  one,  two  or 
three  months  free  of  express  or  postage.  By  addressing  the  Ed- 
itor of  this  journal,  608  N.  IStli.  St. 

St.  Louis  Mo. 

Legal   Medicine  By  Charles   Meymott  Tillt  M.  B.,  F.  C.  S., 

Vol.  III.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  N.  Y. 

This  is  the  primal  volume  of  Woods  Library  Series  for  1884, 
and  most  fittingly  introduces  this  highly  to  be  prized  work. 

No  better  author  can  be  had  than  Tilly  on  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence and  surely  the  immense  import  and  growing  interest  in  the 
study  of  this  subject  renders  this  appearance  most  opportune. 

The  following:  are  the  principle  contents  of  this  book. 
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Legitimacj'  and  Paternity ;  Pregnancy  :  -Abortion  ;  Rape  ;  Inde- 
cent exposure ;  Sodomy  ;  Bestiality ;  Live  birtli ;  Infanticide ;  As- 
phyxia; Drowninor;  Hanginor;  Strangulation,  Suffocation  and  an 
exceeding  amount  of  useful,  authoritative  and  legal  information. 

On  the  Pathoujy  and  Treatment  ok  Gonorrhosa  By  J.  L.  Mil- 
ton.    Fifth  Edition.     Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  N.  Y. 
A  revise  of  this  work  at  the  present  jucture  fitly  subseiTes  the 
purpose  of  the  appropriate  studj'  of  the  age. 

Following  Didey  and  Sturgis  on  hereditary  syphilis,  this  treatise 
will  avail  much  in  tendency  toward  a  higher  practical  utility  of 
study  and  practice  in  the  venereal. 

Thjere  is  no  questioning  the  high  authority  of  this  standard  work 
while  its  research,  probity  and  carefully  recommended  treatment 
and  profusely  selected  means,  afford  ample  room  as  well  as  splen- 
did opportunity  for  the  specialist  and  general  practitioner  to  ac- 
quaint himself  ii^ith  the  history,  diagnosis  and  cure. 


NOTICES 


FROM  HARTFORD. 

We  have  received  from  the  old  Travelers  Insuran(»e  Company', 
of  Hartford,  a  copy  of  the  official  engraving  of  the  Bartholdi  Stat- 
ue to  be  placed  in  New  York  harbor.  It  is  the  only  correct  picture 
of  that  noble  gift,  and  faithfully  represents  to  the  eye  the  enormous 
statue,  completed  and  in  midst  of  its  magnificc  nt  surroundings. 

Messrs.  Reed  and  Carnrick  of  New  York,  send  greetings  to  the 
medical  profession  and  the  following  caution. 

'^Physicians  whose  standing  may  not  be  questioned,  and  chem- 
ists of  world  wide  reputations  have  advised  that  parties  have  Lien 
visiting  the  profession  personally,  and  by  means  of  a  system  of  un- 
reliable experimentation  and  of  spicious  plctdiiigs,  have  ei:diav- 
ored  to  throw  discredit  upon  maltine  by  exalting  the  high  dias- 
tatic  action  of  their  own  preparations.** 

They  deny  the  value  of  the  Iodine  tests  as  used  by  those  jjcii- 
patetic  venders — give  the  powerful  authority  and  tests  of  Abel  B. 
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Prescott  M.  D.,  F.  C.  S. ;  B.  H.  Crittenden ;  R.  Dorsey  Coale, 
Ph.  D. ;  Prof.  Atfield,  F.  R.  S.,  F.  I.  C,  F.  C.  S.,  etc,  Walter 
S.  Haines,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  J.  H.  Long,  Chs.  Hamngton,  M.  D., 
Jas.  Dodge,  G.  Wheeler,  Dr.  Stutzer,  and  J.  Milner  Fothergill, 
and  many  others,  whose  endorsements  place,  Reed  and  CarnrkkB 
MALTiNE  far  above  doubt,  or  even  questionable  value,  as  being  of 
highest  diastatic  merit. 

Park  Davis  &  Go's.  Normal  liquid  Ergot — is  the  best  prepara- 
tion we  have  used,  try  it  and  be  convinced. 

Our  readers  have  missed  Parke,  Davis  &  Go's,  advertisement 
from  the  journal  for  the  passed  two  or  three  issues,  they  are  now 
back  in  their  old  accustomed  position,  with  their  presentation  of 
summer  disease  remedies. 

It  affords  us  pleasure  to  welcome  our  long  tried  and  true  friends 
as  well  as  to  cheerfully  contribute  our  own  attestation  of  the  value 
of  coTO  BARK,  which  we  have  used  and  have  not  been  disappointed 
in  its  action.  Sorco-peptones.  and  Chloro-Anodyne  must  each 
be  good  though  we  have  as  yet  no  personal  experience  of  their 
si>ecial  virtues,  we  can  speak  more  clearly  when  opportunity  has 
afforded  us  tests.         (See  4th.  page  of  cover.) 

Fen'ous  Malate,  in  Solution.  The  Amencan  Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing  Co.  of  Phila,  have  gotton  out  this  new  preparation. 

A  strict  pharmaceutical  article,  founded  upon  the  highest  chem- 
ical art.  It  faithfully  and  scientifically  represents  the  Ferrougin- 
ous  therapeutic  properties  of  the  agent,  free  from  its  styptic  and 
other  objectionable  features. 

We  note  the  fact  that  Elfxtra  now  closes  Vol.  I.,  and  May  Ist., 
1884,  opens  with  the  promise  of  a  blight  future.  The  '*dawn  of 
brightness,"  which  her  name  implies  is,  we  hope,  no  longer  the 
davm.  but  the  steadily  increasing  effulgence  emanating  from  the 
gifted  pens  of  many  writers.     Address  Miss  J.  M,  Leyburn, 

Louisville  Ky. 
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Short,  Pithy  and  Practical  Articles  Solicited, 

It  thou  hast  Truth  to  utter. 
Speak  ft  boldly—  speak  it  ull. 


DIAGNOSIS  AND  TREATMENT  OF  MILK  SICKNESS. 

B.     ACHELOR. 

The  malij!:nant  form  of  milk  sickness  comes  on  more 
suddenly  than  any  other  disease.  Sometimes  in  thirty 
minuted  after  the  iirst  sense  of  sickness  the  patient  is 
unable  to  sit  up. 

Distress  at  the  stomach,  and  extreme  lassitude  or  loss  of 
strength  are  the  first  symptoms. 

Vomiting  or  extreme  nausea  soon  takes  place,  but  the 
patient  is  able  to  bring  nothing  off  of  the  stomach  except 
some  drink  recently  taken  ;  the  bowels  remaii)  stubbornly 
inactive;  the  urine  either  stops  or  is  very  scant ;  usually 
the  glands  of  the  throat  swells  though  not  always ;  the 
pulse  is  weak,  though  not  very  fast ;  there  is  fever,  but  not 
very  high. 

The  general  feeling  of  the  patient  is  the  pain  and  distress, 
which  is  all  located  in  the  stomach. 

There  is  a  peculiar  odor  attending  the  malignant  form 
of  milk  sickness,  nearly  the  same  in  man  and  all  the 
animals,  which  is  the  only  infallible  means  of  diagnosing  it. 
When  the  attack  commences  it  is  only  a  faint  odor  on  the 
breath.      As  the  disease  advances  the  odor  increases,  until 
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the  purging  and  sweating  stage  of  the  disease  conies  on, 
when  it  is  the  most  disagreeable  and  offensive  odor  that 
exists. 

There  are  numerous  instances  of  this  odor  making 
persons  turn  sick  and  vomit. 

TREATMENT. 

To  give  the  patients  something  that  will  make  ihein 
vomit  easy  is  all  that  can  be  done. 

Whiskey,  honey  and  sulphur  are  the  oi)h^  remedies  ever 
found  of  any  benefit,  and  their  effect  consists  entirely  in 
neutralizing  the  mucus  of  the  stomach,  and  causing  the 
glands  of  the  stomach  to  discharge.  Sulphur  is  very 
beneficial  in  the  mild  type  of  milk  sickness,  but  I  doubt  if 
it  benefits  the  malignant  form;  it  likely  does  no  harm. 
Give  a  teaspoonful  of  honey  every  five  or  ten  minutes,  and 
an  ordinary  drink  of  whiskey,  until  the  patient  vomits  easy, 
and  gets  relief  from  the  constant  retching.  As  long  as 
there  is  no  attempt  to  vomit,  give  nothing  but  some  grateful 
drink. 

When  the  purging  stage  of  the  disease  comes  on,  all 
danger  is  past,  and  a  very  nourishing  diet  is  necessary. 
The  purging  stage  of  the  disease  is  usually  about  the 
seventh  day,  and  if  it  is  longer  than  the  eleventh  the 
disease  is  likely  to  prove  fatal,  but  persons  have  lived  over 
the  fourteenth.  A  very  small  amount  of  opium  given  will 
make  the  disease  prove  fatal;  cathartic  medicines  are 
nearly  as  bad. 

THE    MILD    TYPE    OF    MILK    SICKNESS 

follows  immediately  after  eating  the  infected  meat,  milk  or 
butter,  while  the  malignant  form  seldom  appears  in  less 
than  forty  days,  and  is  usually  about  four  months  after 
eating  the  infected  milk  or  butter. 

All  the  symptoms  and  phenomena  are  entirely  different 
in  the  two  different  types  of  the  disease.  There  is  none  of 
the  peculiar   milk   sickness  odor  in  the  mild  type  of  the 
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diseii&e  ;  lliere  is  little  or  none  of  the  disorganization  of  the 
cellular  tissue  of  the  muscles  that  gives  the  disease  the 
name  of  **tires,"  or  loss  of  muscular  strength. 

A  peculiar  kind  of  septic  acid,  that  results  from  the 
decomposition  of  a  cist  composed  of  cellular  tissue  that 
enclosed  the  venom  globule  of  the  milk  sick  insect,  is 
what  the  milk  sickness  poison  consists  of.  The  quantity 
of  this  septic  acid  determines  the  severity  of  the  attack. 
The  severity  of  the  attack  in  the  milk  cow  depends  entirely 
on  the  number  of  encisted  venom  globules  ;  the  first  milk 
the  cow  gives  after  the  attack  commences  is.  the  most 
malignant,  hence  there  is  every  degree  of  severity  in  both 
types  of  the  disease,  in  man  and  all  the  animals. 

The  malignant  type  of  the  disease  often  proves  fatal,  the 
mild  type  seldom  or  never. 

DIAGNOSIS    AND    TREATMENT   OF   THE    MILD   TYP», 

In  the  rural  districts  where  the  disease  prevails,  the 
physician  had  better  go  out  and  look  at  the  calves,  that 
will  settle  the  question  whether  or  not  the  family  have  been 
eating  milk  sick  milk,  a  single  meal  is  certain  to  show  on 
the  calf ;  and  among  children  and  those  not  inured  the  milk 
alwavs  makes  more  or  less  sickness  and  distress. 

Without  knowing  the  patient  has  been  eating  milk  sick 
milk  or  butter,  there  is  no  certain  way  to  distinguish  the 
disease  except  by  the  appearance  of  the  eyes. 

Eating  milk  sick  milk  gives  just  the  same  symptoms  and 
phenomena  of  the  diffused  venom,  as  in  animals.  There  is 
a  swelling  of  the  glands  around  the  throat,  great  irritability 
of  the  stomach,  and  a  copious  discharge  from  the  entire 
mucus  membrane. 

At  first  there  is  a  copious  discharge  of  both  tears  and 
saliva,  very  soon  this  discharge  becomes  so  thick  and 
tenacious  neither  the  eyes  nor  mouth  can  be  cleared  without 
great  diflSculty.  Early  the  eyes  take  on  a  very  peculiar 
appearance,  the  upper  eyelid  falls  below  its  proper  place, 
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SO  does  the  under  eyelid,  while  the  eyes  have  a  peculiar 
dirty  appearance. 

Although  milk  sickness  is  a  fruitful  source  of  sore  eyes, 
when  the  disease  is  old  and  chronic,  there  is  no  inflammation 
in  the  eyes  until  after  the  disease  has  prevailed  at  least  two 
or  three  months.  The  more  violent  the  attack  of  the  mild 
form  of  milk  sickness  the  less  is  to  be  feared  from  it.  If 
the  person  turn  sick  soon  after  eating,  and  vomit  freely,  all 
danger  is  past,  and  no  treatment  is  necessary.  On  the 
contrary,  when  milk  or  butter  but  slightly  infected  is  eaten, 
the  consequences  are  likely  to  be  very  serious. 

TREATMENT. 

Whiskey  and  sulphur  are  the  only  things  ever  found 
beneficial,  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  of  their  beneficial 
effects. 

Houev  is  the  best  thinff  to  cleanse  the  mouth.  Take  a 
small  quantity  of  honey  in  the  mouth,  and  it  will  cause  a 
copious  flow  of  saliva;  spit  out  this  honey  and  saliva,  next 
rinse  the  mouth  with  whiskey.  Repeat  this  operation  always 
before  eating,  and  oftener  if  necessary,  until  the  secretion 
of  the  salivary  glands  becomes  natural,  after  that  it  will  do 
no  good.  The  discharges  from  the  bowels  always  show 
them  to  be  ulcerated,  and  it  is  a  tedious,  slow,  difficult 
task  to  get  them  to  heal. 

A  very  nourishing  diet  is  beneficial,  and,  strangely 
enough,  a  person  will  eat  very  heartily  when  entirely 
unable  to  labor ;  this  comes  from  it  being  a  local  disease  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  bowels. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  how  much  whiskey,  sulphur  or 
honey  should  be  taken ;  less  than  a  tablespoonful  of 
sulphur  is  as  much  as  the  stomach  would  chemically 
dissolve  in  twenty-four  hours ;  but  undissolved  sulphur  has 
a  tendency  to  cleanse  the  ulcers  of  the  bowels. 

A  speedy  cure  need  never  be  expected. 

When  the  country  was  first  settled  by  the  white  man. 
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milk  sickness  was  found  near  Cincinnati  on  both  sides  of 
the  Ohio  river ;  it  was  first  found  on  Licking  river,  and  it 
is  on  some  of  the  Licking  river  ravines  to-day.  Honey, 
whiskey  and  sulphur  were  the  only  remedies  relied  on  one 
hundred  years  ago,  and  no  new  ones  have  ever  been 
discovered. 


COCA  -  COCALAC. 

JAMES    EGAN,    M.  D.,  RACINE,  WIS. 

There  is  a  fashion  is  medicine  as  there  is  in  other  depart- 
ments of  life ;  and  the  fashionable  remedy  of  the  day  is 
coca.  The  late  Sir  Robert  Christian  in  the  early  part  of 
his  life  devoted  much  time  and  labor  to  the  elucidation  of 
the  physiological  and  therapeutic  effects  of  the  i)lant;  and 
at  the  close  of  his  career  was  personally  experimenting  with 
it.  On  making  the  ancent  of  **  Ben  Nevis*'  he  carried  a 
supply  in  his  pocket. and  used  it,  enabling  him  t<»  undergo 
a  fatigue  which,  at  his  age,  without  it  w<»uld  have  l)een 
impracticable.  In  this  country.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Percy  made 
his  experiments,  and  exhibited  in  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Medicine  a  quantity  of  pure  alkaloid,  derived  from 
erythoxylon  coca,  and  named  it  **erythoxylia."  The  late 
Prof.  Johnston,  in  his  popular  work  on  "  What  We  Eat," 
furnished  a  full  and  graphic  account  of  the  manner  of  using 
it  by  the  natives.  It  is,  however,  only  within  a  few  years 
past  that  it  has  become  a  popular  remedy  with  the  pro- 
fession. 

Coca  leaves  are  gathered  when  mature  fr<im  a  bush  in 
South  America  and  carefully  dried.  They  are  of  a  bright 
green  color.  The  fluid  extracts  on  the  market  are  very 
variable  in  medicinal  value,  owing  to  l)eing  made  from  old, 
inert  leaves,  or  which  have  been  impixiperly  prepared.  The 
natives  dust  some  lime  on  the  leaves,  and  chew  them.  The 
remedial  properties  are  not  well  extracted  in  infusion;  they 
require  strong  alcohol  for  their  extraction. 
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Coca  is  a  powerful  nerve  stimulant,  and  enables  the 
system  to  bear  great  fatigue.  The  natives  depend  upon  it 
as  upon  food.  In  hot  countries,  where  u  small  supply  of 
food  is  necessary,  where  life  can  be  supported  on  the  water 
in  which  rice  has  been  boiled,  this  will  answer;  but  in  tem- 
perate climes,  where  hydro-carbons  are  essential  for  the 
production  of  animal  heat,  a  similar  result  will  not  obtain. 

Cocalac  is  a  combination  of  extract  of  coca,  made  from 
choice  leaves,  and  the  lacto-phosphoids  of  wheat  and  oats, 
thus  combining  the  nerve  stimulating  influence  of  the  coca 
and  the  mineral  and  nutritive  elements  of  the  wheat.  It  is 
claimed  that  this  formula  is  superior,  in  niedical  use,  to 
that  of  the  simple  coca. 

Cocalac  can  be  used  remedially  in  all  eases  where  coca  is 
indicated.  It  has  been  praised  as  a  remedy  for  drunkenness 
and  chronic  alcoholism.  For  the  headache  and  dizziness  of 
chronic  meningitis  it  is  of  some  value.  In  diseases  of  the 
generative  organs,  as  spermatorrhoea  and  debility  in  males, 
and  in  sterility  and  dysmenorrhoea  in  females,  it  is  useful. 
It  is  a  stimulant  to  the  stomach,  but,  at  the  same  time,  is 
soothing  to  the  mucus  membrane  of  stomach  and  bowels. 
In  syphilis  it  is  one  of  our  most  valuable  agents.  Its 
marked  tonic  effect  upon  the  heart,  nervous  system  and 
capillaries,  and  its  power  to  invigorate  the  system,  to 
improve  nutrition,  and  sustain  life  is  so  great,  that,  sec- 
ondary to  '*  iodia,"  its  adminibtration  produces  results 
which  cannot  be  obtained  from  any  other  agent.  In  con- 
valescence from  exhausting  diseases  it  is  a  superior  tonic. 
Battle  &  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  are  the  manufacturers. 


PRACTICAL  THERAPEL^TICS. 

L.  11.  W^ASHINGTOX,  M.  D. 


Verdgo, 
This  is  usually  caused  by  determination  of  blood  to  the 
heard,  or  dyspepsia  and  constipation.     The  following  .pre- 
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jicriplion  of  ex-Surg.-Geiu  Haminond  will  relieve  it  in  either 
case  : 

B    Bromide  of  Sodium "^^     j; 

Fluid  Extract  of  Ergot —..  _ 5,    ij  : 

Saecharated  Pepsin 3,  iij : 

Powdered  Willow  Charcoal ,^,  iij; 

Water 3,     ij. 

M.     Sig. — A  tes^poonful  every  three  or  four  liours. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Sholl  sjiy?« :  In  plethoric  vertigo  it  ha«5  hvow 
my  custom  for  years  past  to  use  veratrum  viride  freely. 
Ordering  perfect  quiet,  in  the  most  ooijifortable  position  to 
the  sufferer,  ten  drops  of  the  fluid  extract  or  tincture  are 
given  at  once.  The  same  or  a  smaller  dose  is  persistently 
given  every  three  hours  until  relief  is  obtained,  which  is 
usually  the  case  as  soon  as  the  least  characteristic  effect  of 
the  medieine  is  produced.  It  is  then  cautiously  continued, 
due  attention  l)eing  paid  to  the  secretions. 

Bromohydnc  acid,  fifteen  drops  in  a  little  water  everj^ 
fifteen  minutes,  will  sometimes  give  quick  relief. 

Vertigo  is  often  one  of  the  symptoms  of  luirdened  enr 
wax,  and  will  diisappoar  on  the  removal  of  the  latter.  Soak 
the  auditory  canal  with  a  warm  solution  of  bicarb,  soda, 
a  drachm  to  the  half  pint,  and  then  i^move  the  wax  by^ 
syringing  with  tepid  water. 

In  those  exhausted  conditions  of  the  nervous  system  in 
females,  indicated  by  headache,  vertigo  and  extreme 
oxcitement,  the  following  is  valuable: 

K     Bromide  of  Calcium  2,      j; 

Syrup  Lactophosphate  of  Lime  3,     iv. 

M.     Sig. — ^Teaspoonful  in  a  little  water  three  times  a  day. 

The  most  common  kind  of  vertigo  arises  from  disordered 
digestion,  and  can  be  referred  to  the  stomach,  or  functiomil 
derangement  of  the  liver,  and  may  occur  suddenly,  either 
day  or  night.  In  this  form  of  vertigo  we  never  find  a  loss  of 
consciousness,  as  we  may  when  it  depends  on  organic  brain 
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lesions.  An  empty  stomach  and  excitement  make  it  worse, 
stimulants  relieve  it,  and  closing  the  eyes  to  shut  out  all 
external  objects  relieves  it.  In  hard  drinkers  the  vertigo 
may  last  for  days  and  render  them  unable  to  move.  This 
form  of  vertigo  maybe  effectually  relieved  by  the  following 
treatment:  The  patient,  if  a  man,  must  be  free  from  the 
care  and  anxiety  of  business.  Upon  arising  in  the  morning 
a  cold  sponge  or  plunge  bath,  with  subsequent  friction  on 
the  surface  of  the  body  with  a  Turkish  towel,  and  friction  at 
night,  before  retiring,  with  a  Turkish  towel.  No  malt 
liquor  must  be  indulged  in.  The  diet  must  bo  plain, 
regular  and  well  masticated.  A  little  Vichy,  with  a  very 
little  brandy,  may  be  used  as  a  drink.  The  patient  must 
retire  early,  and  sleep  in  a  large,  cool  room.  After  each 
meal  alkalies  must  be  jriven  to  neutralize  anv  formation  of 
acids  in  the  stomach,  and  to  excite  a  fi-ee  secretion  of  the 
gastric  juice;  and  before  each  mejil  a  ])ill  of  1-32  grain  of 
strychnine,  or  strychnia  in  combination  with  compound 
tincture  of  gentian,  may  be  given,  or  live  drops  of  tincture 
of  nux  vomica.  This  treatment  will  prove  all  that  is 
necessary  in  most  cases. 

In  the  treatment  of  vertigo  from  overwork  and  anxiety, 
rest  and  freedom  from  all  care  and  work  is  an  essential 
part  of  treatment.  If  oxaluria  is  suspected,  the  administra- 
tion of  fifteen  drops  of  the  dilute  nitrp-muriatic  acid  before 
each  meal  will  generally  remove  it,  and  the  bromide  of 
ammonium  may  be  advantageously  administered.  The 
treatment  of  vertigo  complicates]  with  brain  troubles,  must 
be  guided  by  the  particular  group  of  symptoms  which  pre- 
sent themselves  in  any  given  case. 

The  application  of  the  galvanic  current  of  electricity  in 
all  forms  of  vertigo  will  be  found  to  be  of  great  service, 
either  as  central  galvanization,  or  by  the  application  of 
both  poles  on  each  side  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  cervical 
vertebrae,  using  from  twelve  to  twenty  cells,  as  the  case 
may  be. — E.  C.  Maniiy  M.  D. 
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Vertigo  is  a  common  S}  mptom  of  torpid  liver  or  bilious- 
ness. In  such  cases  use,  until  the  liver  is  brought  into 
healthy  action : 

R    Euonymous  Atropurpureous  (Wahoo) 3?  j; 

Whiskey qt.,  j. 

M.     Sig. — A  tablespoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Dr.  Alonzo  Clark  has  successfully  treated  many  cases  of 
dyspeptic  vertigo  by  giving  five  drops  of  muriatic  acid  in 
five  tablespoonfuls  of  water  after  each  meal.  Pepsin,  ten 
to  fifteen  grains,  is  sometimes  added  with  benefit. 

Dizziness  is  so  common  a  symptom  in  cardiac  affections, 
and  particularly  in  aortic  insufficiency,  that  when  the  acci- 
dent occui's,  one  thinks  ratiier  of  a  lesion  of  the  heart  than 
of  any  other  n)alady.  Of  all  brain  symptoms  caused  1)}^ 
masked  affections  of  the  heart,  dizziness  leads  to  the  mo>t 
dci)lorable  mistakes  on  the  part  of  both  physician  and 
patient.  It  is  not  at  all  rare  to  find  patients  who  con)plain  of 
a  feeling  of  weakness,  or  absence  of  buoyancy,  for  which 
they  have  some  plausible  excuse;  when  the  dizziness  occurs 
in  the  morning,  it  is  laid  to  the  vicinity  of  the  stomach, 
excess  of  mental  exertion,  or,  perhaps,  physical  exertion, 
or  moral  emotion.  The  physician  consulted  believes 
willingly  in  a  symptomatic  vertigo  of  cerebral  ischsemia  in 
a  case  presenting  the  external  attributes  of  anaemia.  In  a 
contrary  case  he  suggests  congestion,  which  is  extremely 
rare,  as  far  as  the  idiopathic  symptoms  are  concerned.  The 
physician,  informed  of  these  facts,  will  most  often  discover 
the  existence  of  latent  heart  disease,  and  will  aim  to  secure 
his  patient  from  symptoms  as  dangerous  as  unexpected. 
In  such  cases,  iron,  which  English  physicians  f\je(|uently 
unite  with  digitalis,  is  absolutely  contra-indicated.  Iodide 
of  potassium,  on  the  contrary,  often  gives  excellent  results. 
Angina  pectoris,  which  is  a  frequent  complication  in  these 
cases,  is  best  treated  with  hypodermic  injections  of  mor- 
phine and  chloral  for  the  paroxysms,  and  bromide  of  potas- 
sium and  digitalis  in  the  intervals. — Prof.  Geo.  Sea. 
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SELECTIOlSrS. 


DOCTORS  AND  DISEASE  IN  CENTRAL  ASIA. 

Among  the  peculiar  diseases  which  i)revail  in  Asia,  there 
are  three  which  are  interesting  from  the  limited  area  they 
infest,  viz. :  Hschta^  leprosy  and  the  sartian  sickness. 

The  rischta,  thus  designated  by  the  natives  of  Turkestan, 
is  a  nematoid  worm  belonging  to  the  faniily  of  the  filarides. 
It  is  peculiar  to  many  places  in  Turkestan  and  Bokhara. 
The  cities  of  Djizak  and  Karchi  abound  in  it ;  it  is  found 
elsewhere,  but  in  far  fewer  numbers.  The  disease  itself  is 
caused  by  the  presence  under  the  skin  of  a  worm  which 
sometimes  attains  the  length  of  90  cm.  At  this  point  a  red 
tumor  forms,  from  the  apex  of  which  emerges  a  white  spot, 
which  is  the  anterior  extremity  of  the  worm.  The  disease 
is  sometimes  accompanied  by  fever  symptoms,  pains  in  the 
bones,  and  a  general  swelling  of  the  parts  attacked.  The 
rischta  buries  itself  by  preference  under  the  skin  of  the 
hands,  arms  or  legs.  Abandoned  to  itself,  it  slowly  comes 
out  from  its  retreat,  but  takes  many  weeks,  and  usually  is 
ruptured,  suffering  a  group  of  smaller  worms  to  escape  in 
the  wound.  The  disease  is  then  greatl}'  aggravated,  for  the 
whole  brood  of  embryos  secrete  themselves  in  the  surround- 
ing muscles  and  tissues,  where  it  is  very  difficult  to  destroy 
them. 

The  only  mothod  of  radically  curing  the  disease  is  to 
destroy  the  worm  as  soon  as  he  makes  his  appearance  in  the 
abscess.  The  native  doctors  are  very  skilful  in  performing 
this,  and  rarely  fail  to  effect  a  cure.  The  Talnb  for  this 
purpose  takes  a  needle,  and  raises  the  skin  around  the  dis- 
eased spot  over  an  area  of  many  centimeters.  '  Then 
enlarging  the  wound,  he  passes  his  lancet  beneath  the  worm, 
which  he  raises,  while  he  catches  the  free  extremity  of  the 
rischta  in  the  fork  of  a  little  stick  of  wood  slit  i*.i  the  top. 
Pushing  from   below  up  WMth  the  lancet,  and  rolling   the 
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worm  around  the  stick,  according  as  he  disengages  himself, 
the  doctor  succeeds  in  extirpating  the  parasite  in  less  than 
two  minutes.  Sometimes  many  individuals  are  lodged 
together  in  the  same  spot. 

The  rischta  passes  its  early  life  as  a  Cyclops  or  small 
tTustacean  in  stagnant  water.  The  second  phase  of  its 
existence  is  completed  in  the  human  body.  The  cyclops 
imbibed  in  drinking  passes  into  the  alimentary  canal.  Here 
the  reproductive  organs  of  the  worm  are  developed,  and 
fecundation  follows.  The  males  die,  and  the  pregnant 
females,  traver^*ing  the  walls  of  the  digestive  tube,  follow 
the  blood  capillaries,  nnd  finally  lodge  in  the  subcutaneous 
tissues. 

The  rischta  is  the  result  of  sewage  contamination.  The 
cities  of  Turkestan  are  supplied  with  watei-  from  innumer- 
bie  canals  called  aryks^  which  traverse  the  cities  in  all 
directions,  and  become  receptacles  and  conduits  of  sewage. 
This  water  is  never  drunk  by  Europeans  unless  filtered  or 
boiled,  and  they  consequently  suffer  less  from  these  loath- 
some troubles. 

The  stirtian  nialady,  known  in  a  great  number  of  places 
under  a  variety  of  names,  consists  in  the  formation  of 
excrescences,  generally  only  one,  rarely  many  in  the  same 
place,  and  appearing  ordinarily  upon  the  hands  or  face. 
These  tubercles  secrete  a  serous  liquid,  then  cover  themselves 
with  a  white  crust,  while  they  increase  in  size,  invading  a 
hn-ger  portion  of  the  patient's  body.  They  cause  no  pain. 
The  disease  is  cutaneous,  not  attacking  the  bones  or  the 
raucous  membrane.  Left  to  itself  it  disappears  at  the  end  of 
a  period  more  or  less  long,  leaving,  however,  deep  scars,  and 
^^oraetimes  removing  the  side  of  a  nose,  a  portion  of  a  cheek, 
or  an  end  of  an  ear.  It  is  a  frequent  occurrence  to  encoun- 
ter in  the  streets  mutilated  figures.  It  arises  fron)  the  con- 
taminated and  impure  water.  It  attacks  women  more 
veadily  than  men.  Fortunately  the  native  doctors  are 
learned   in    its  treatment,  and  effect  cures  without  causing 
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disagreeable  scars.  They  employ  pomades  or  unguents, 
into  the  composition  of  which  there  frequently  enters  ^sul- 
phate of  iron,  honey,  vinegar,  oil,  oxide  of  lead,  cantharis 
probably,  etc. 

The  most  serious  endemic  disease  of  these  countries  is 
leprosy.  It  attacks,  however,  only  a  limited  number  of 
individuals.  The  regions  nearest  to  Turkestan  where  lepers 
are  found  are  the  Caucasus,  Lower  Volga,  Don  and  Crimea. 

In  Turkestan  there  can  be  seen  three  characteristic  forms 
of  leprosy  :  The  tuberculated,  spotted  and  anestherique. 
Leprosy  is  a  constitutional  chronic  malady,  which  especially 
affects  the  nmcous  membranes  and  the  skin,  producing 
either  red,  yellow,  brown  scaly  spots  or  pustules,  or  tuber- 
cular or  diffuse  infiltrations,  ulcerous  or  not,  and  frequently 
leading  to  the  loss  of  the  organ  attacked. 

Leprosy  can  be  cured  to-day  by  hygiene,  hydropathy,  and 
galvanism,  but  in  Central  Asia  no  cure  is  known  for  a  leper, 
and  every  individual  attacked  is  consigned  to  a  death  more 
or  less  slow.  In  18()9  Dr.  Savaljeff  found  twenty-.iine 
inmates  of  a  leper  refuge  near  Tachkent.  Abnost  all  were 
covered  wMth  the  characteristic  scales.  Some  had  pustules 
upon  the  hands  and  upon  the  body;  others  were  blind. 
With  four  of  them  the  disease  had  made  the  fingers  and  toes 
fall  from  the  hands  and  feet;  another  was  a  monster;  all 
attacked  in  various  degrees.  The  traveler  will  find  them  at 
the  gates  of  the  cities,  waiting  for  some  passer-by  to  take 
compassion  on  them  and  give  them  alms — a  sad,  wretched 
group  of  huddled  and  beseeching  victims. 

Most  frequently  they  unite  their  miseries,  inhabiting  the 
same  place,  generally  the  leper  refuges.  These  quarters  or 
establishments  are  veritable  ghettoes,  with  no  communica- 
tion with  the  inhal)ited  regions  round  about. 

One  can  imagine  the  miserable  life  led  by  these  unfor- 
tunates. Prey  to  corporal  torments  sonietimes  terrible, 
reduced  to  live  upon  public  charity,  despised,  isolated  from 
all  the  world,  dead  before   the  end  of  life,  hopeless,  and  in 
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beggary.  Thi^?  picture,  however,  is  overdrawn.  The  inter- 
val between  enjoyment  and  suffering  is  not  a  great  one 
among  barbarous  peoples  ;  they  have  fewer  needs,  and  soon 
jfttain  a  personal  contentment  not  very  intense  or  enviable, 
hi  the  same  way,  their  ills  are  not  so  unsupportable.  And 
even  the  lepers,  in  their  miserable  fellowship  and  absolute 
relief  from  all  civil  duties,  seem  to  experience  a  certain  sort 
of  satisfaction.  i 

The  cause  of  leprosy  has  never  been  defined  clearly,  and 
in  general  terms  is  assigned  to  climatic  terrestrial  influences 
favoring  its  development.  Turkestan  is  a  favorable  nidus 
for  the  nurture  of  this  horrible  complaint,  and  those  who 
wish  to  study  its  etiology  should  visit  the  regions  of  Central 
Asia,  where  its  manifestations  are  various,  and  where  it 
exists  in  an  . unmodified  form.  It  has  been  averred  that 
leprosy  is  not  hereditary.  It  certainly  is  so  in  Central  Asia, 
where  the  offspring  of  lepers  fall  almost  invariably  victims* 
to  its  horrible  ravages. — Revue  Soientijiqne. 


HOW  TO  ATTAIN  OLD  AGE. 

The  Psalmist  David  allowed  seventy  years  as  the  natural 

duration  of   life,    Pythagoras  placed  the  limit    at   eighty, 

.  London's  hygienic  philosoi)her.   Dr.  Richardson,  gives  us 

ten  more,  while  Flourens  believed  that   num   ought   to  live 

one  hundred  years. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  physiological  limit  of  human 
life  has  been  slightly  increased  in  the  jn-esent  century,  and 
a  hundred  years  later  it  nniy  be  found  that  old  age  comes  on 
still  more  slowly  and  gently.  For,  with  the  increased 
uncertainty  as  to  a  future  life,  human  energies  are  directing 
themselves  with  greater  earnestness  towards  solving  the 
problems  of  a  more  healthful  and  bmger  terrestrial 
existence. 

The  phj^siological  chemist  tells  us  that  after  the  age  of 
forty   or    forty-five,    disassimilation    gradually    begins    to 
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exceed  assimilation,  and  .the  structures  of  the  body  slowly 
waste.  Muscle  and  nerve,  which  are  the  ''master  tissues,'* 
feel  this  fii*^t.  The  dynaniic  coefficient  of  both  striped  and 
unsti'iped  muscle  decreases  after  forty;  the  limbs  beconfe 
less  supple,  and  the  hollow  viscera  have  a  feebler  expulsive 
force;  the  nervous  system  is  less  sensitive  and  plastic; 
impulses  travel  between  center  and  perij)hery  with  more 
difficulty.  The  individual  loses  spontaneity,  and  becomes^ 
more  automatic,  more  a  creature  of  determined  habits. 

The  lower  tissue  also  undergoes  very  marked  and  char- 
acteristic chaniics.  The  tibrin-f actors  of  the  blood  increase 
in  amount,  the  bones  become  driei',  the  cartilages  ossify, 
and  the  arteries  especially  become  the  seat  of  fatty  degen- 
eration and  calcareous  deposits. 

Dr.  Richardson  announces  that  "  his  experiments  show  " 
that  the  colloidal  matter  (protoplasm?)  of  the  body  in  old 
age  contains  less  water,  and  that  its  particles  are  conse- 
quently more  cohesive.  It  is  true,  at  any  rate,  that  the 
total  amount  of  water  in  the  body  is  less. 

The  essential  fact  as  regards  senile  changes  is  that  the 
metabolic  function  is  weakened.  Consequentlj'  the  food, 
instead  of  being  built  up  into  good  tissue,  is  oxidized  into 
less  complex  substances.  The  protoplasm  turns  out  fat 
instead  of  new  protoplasm,  the  circulatory  apparatus 
becomes  weaker,  the  blood  stagnates,  carbonic  acid  precipi- 
tates, and  earthy  salts,  which  it  kept  in  solution,  are 
.deposited. 

Now,  certain  i-ecent  philosophers  have  thought  that,  bj^ 
preventing  these  fatty  and  calcareous  changes,  old  age 
could  be  delayed.  A  Swiss  physician,  a  few  years  ago, 
argued  that  lemons,  i,  e.,  citric  acid,  would  accomplish  this 
end,  and  saw  immortality  in  lemonade.  More  recently,  a 
writer  in  Knowledge,  Mr.  W.  O.  Dawson,  has  presented  a 
new  regime7i  sanitatis,  which  he  claims  is  the  most  rational 
and  certain  means  of  retarding  old  age.  It  consists  in 
avoiding  all   food  rich  in  earthy  salts,  and  in  taking,  daily. 
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two  or  three  tumhierfuls  of  distilled  water,  with  ten  or 
tifteen  drops  of  dilute  phosphoric  acid  in  each  glassful. 
The  food  freest  of  earthy  salts  is:  Fruits,  fish  and  poul- 
try, young  mutton  and  veal. 

We  can  testify  with  Mr.  Dawson  that  this  kind  of  diet  is 
harmless,  but  we  are  profoundly  skeptical  as  to  its  efficiency. 

Old  age  is  part  of  the  life  history  of  the  organism.  There 
is  that  in  the  child  at  birth  which  determines  very  nearly 
when  old  age  shall  appear.  Senility  is  a  failure  of  nutrition. 
We  can  only  delay  its  appearance  hy  leading  a  life  which 
puts  no  undue  strain  on  the  organism,  and  by  furnishing  it 
with  the  easiest  means  of  working.  We  cannot  expect  to 
accomplish  this  end  simply  by  cutting  off  certain  deleterious 
supplies.  If  one  would  live  long,  let  him  especially  take 
care  of  his  "master  tissues" — the  muscle  and  nerve — when 
young.  This  means  rational  exercise  of  body  and  a  well 
balanced  cultivation  of  mind.  Brain  workers  live  long, 
brain*  and  miiscle  workers  longer  still.  No  one  has  yet 
given  better  advice  for  the  retarding  of  old  age  than  did 
Christopher  Hufeland,  a  century  ago.  Let  those  who  wish 
old  age  study  him,  and  [)ut  no  trust  in  distilled  water. — 
Medical  Record. 


SURGERY  IN  CROWDED  HOSPITALS. 

Careful  study  has  demonstrated  beyond  peradventure 
that  the  nearer  the  condition  of  the  patient  approaches  that 
of  a  member  of  a  well  ordered  household,  the  better  ai\» 
the  chances  of  recovery  ;  in  small  and  separate  hospitals 
the  mortality  diminishes  with  the  size  of  the  building,  while 
in  larger  and  more  crowded  hospitals  the  mortality  is  found 
to  increase  proportionately,  and  it  reaches  its  height  in 
those  in  which  these  conditions  have  existed  for  the  longest 
time. 

In  the  report  referred  to  is  a  quotation  from  Sir  James 
Y.  Simpaon's  essay  on  "Hospitalism,"  giving  the  following 
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figures  regarding  mortality  after  amputations,  which  may 
be  well  considered  in  the  present  connection  : 

In  large  hospitals  of  Paris 62  per  100  die. 

In  British  hospitals,  with  300  to  GOO  beds .41  '' 

''             "-            ''    300  to  201     ^^    30  "- 

''             "            "    200  to  101     ''    23  '' 

''             "            ''    100  to    26     ''    18  '' 

"-             ''            ''    25  beds  or  less  . , 14  '' 

In  isolated  rooms  in  country  practice 11  "' 

In  other  isolated  cott&ge  hospitals  in  England  during  the 
year  1869,  the  mortality  after  operations  was  reduced  to  (5.7 
per  cent. 

In  Bellevue  hospital  there  was  at  one  time  a  mortality  of 
48  per  cent,  after  amputations,  and  at  two  of  the  public 
reception  hospitals  in  New  York  the  deaths  in  1870,  after 
amputations,  were  respectively  65  and  62  i)er  cent  Otbei- 
more  recently  built  and  better  constructed  hospitals  show, 
of  course,  a  very  much  smaller  mortality,  but  the  fact 
cannot  be  gainsaid  that  large,  substantial  structures  of  brick 
and  mortar,  in  a  crowded  city,  do  everywhere  show  a  mor- 
tality much  higher  than  that  obtaining  in  lo<-ations  where 
pure  air,  quiet  and  sunlight  can  assist  in  man's  endeavors 
to  combat  disease  and  injury. •  Spencer  Wells,  a  prominent 
English  surgeon,  expressed  the  view  that  no  surgical  oi)era- 
tion  attended  with  risk  to  life  should  ever  be  performed  in 
a  great  general  hospital  in  a  large  town,  except  under  such 
circumstances  as  would  render  removal  to  the  country,  or 
to  a  suburban  cottage  hospital,  more  dangerous.— i<>o;;i 
'^  Oar  Next)  Skin  and  Cancer  Hospital ^'^  in  Popular  Science 
Monthly  for  May. 


MASTURBATION. 


Spermatorrha^a  is  the  inevitable  result  of  long  continued 
onanism.  Spermatorrhcea  (nymphomania,  if  of  females) 
may,  however,  be  produced  from  causes  aside  from  that  of 
masturbation  ;    as  from  excessive  coitus,  gonorrhoea,  con- 
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*«tant  lascivious  thoughts,  diseases  of  the  icetnm  and  blad- 
der, or  any  eauf*e  that  will  excite  and  continue  an  irritation 
of  the  genital  organs.  It  invariably  results  from  debility  of 
the  sexual  organism,  and  is  associated  with  a  general  im- 
pairment of  nutrition  and  of  function.  This  impairment 
may  be  continuous,  till  sexdal  neurasthenia  results. 

Female  masturbators  generally  perform  the  act  by  simply 
titilating  the  clitoris  with  the  fingers,  and  not  by  introducing 
hard  substances  into  the  vagina,  as  some  physicians  claim. 
Those  who  practice  masturbation  are  nearly  always  shy, 
avoid  company,  have  a  downcast  appearance,  love  solitude, 
and  have  difficulty  of  looking  persons  fair  in  the  face. 
Frequently,  too,  they  are  not  well  nourished,  nervous,  pale, 
and  manifest  a  great  lack  of  courage  and  manly  resolu- 
tion. 

Spermatorrhoea  makes  its  appearance  in  the  course  of  two 
or  three  years  after  connnencement  of  masturbation. 

It  manifests  itself  in  the  form  of  nocturnal  emissions, 
which  at  first  are  voluntary,  and  occur  under  the  influence  . 
of  lascivious  dreams,  and  are  attended  by  the  usual  feelings, 
but  at  last  without  sensation  or  consciousness  of  the  individ- 
ual. Frequently  the  discharge  will  occur  after  micrutition, 
or  from  straining  at  stool,  or  from  lifting.  After  the  habit 
is  fully  established,  the  emissions  will  occur  as  often  as 
twice  or  three  times  [U'r  week.  Associated  with  this,  the 
patient  presents  an  apj)etite  very  variable,  sometimes  vora- 
cituis,  sallow  skin,  foul  taste,  sleeplessness  and  constipated 
bowels. 

Treatment.  The  first  and  essential  factor  is  i)rohilMtion 
of  the  act,  as  well  as  avoidance  of  obscene  pictures  and 
literature.  (And,  I  might  add,  avoidance  of  charlatans  and 
patent  medicine.)  And  cleanliness  of  person,  bathing  and 
cheerful  company  deserve  consideration.  The  i)ill  of  (juinia 
et  ferri  et  strychniic  proves  valual)le,  as  does  also  the  dis- 
tilled extract  of  han»emelis,  and  the  tincture  of  phos- 
phorus. 
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If  there  be  much  del)ility  the  following  formula  has  given 
me  the  most  satisfactory  results: 

B    Fl.  Ext.  Damiana 3,    J; 

Tr.   Stai)hysagria 3,    j  ; 

Aqua  Ad. 3,  iv. 

M.     Sig. — ^Teaspoonful  four  times  daily. 

I  have  found,  in  the  treatment  of  this  affection,  that  hut 
little  medicine  need  be  used.  I  lately  cured  a  young  lady 
by  performing  an  imaginary  castration.  Another  case 
(strange  to  say  a  married  woman)  I  cured  by.  slightly 
wounding  the  clitoris,  and  keeping  it  sore  for  some  weeks: 

In  conclusion  I  will  say,  if  other  sequelae  supervene,  they 
should  be  promptly  met,  and  treated  on  general  principles. 
— N^asJi,  Jour,  of  Med,  and  Surg, 


POISONING  FROM  CHLOROFORM   TAKEN    INTER- 
NALLY. 

In  December,  1883,  I  was  attending  Louise  R.,  six  years 
of  age,  for  measles.  The  characteristic  symptoms  were 
waning,  and  the  child  was  rapidly  returning  to  health.  As 
she  seemed  more  feverish  than  usual  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
sixth,  the  mother  determined  to  give  the  patient  a  dessert- 
spoonful of  the  fever  mixture  I  had  ordered  some  days 
before.  By  mistake  she  gave  the  child  a  dessertspoonful  of 
Squibb' s  chloroform.  No  sooner  had  she  done  so  than  the 
odor  made  her  aware  of  the  substitution.  Messengers  were 
immediately  dispatched  for  any  physician  that  could  be 
found,  and  the  husband  started  for  my  office.  Unfortun- 
ately I  was  not  at  home.  Arriving  soon  after,  however,  I 
drove  quickly  towards  the  house.  On  the  way  I  met  my 
friend  Dr.  H.  H.  Barker,  who  had  been  to  see  the  patient, 
and  was  returning  to  his  office  for  his  galvanic  battery. 
Having  procured  it,  we  drove  hurriedly  to  the  house  of  my 
patient.     We   found   there  Drs.   Wolhaupter  and  Adams, 
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who  were  endeavoring  to  promote  respiration.  An  emetic 
dose  of  sulphate  of  zinc  had  been  given,  and  the  child  had 
vomited  freely.  She  had  been  placed  in  a  hot  mustard 
bath,  and  they  had  endeavored  to  make  her  svvallow  several 
teaspoonfuls  of  whiskey. 

Despite  all  this,  however,  she  seemed  to  be  sinking 
rapidly.  Iler  respiratory  efforts  were  very  feeble,  her 
heart  beats  scarcely  perceptible,  the  conjunctiva  was  not 
responsive,  her  teeth  were  clenched,  her  limbs  fell  listlessly 
where  placed,  she  made  no  movement,  uttered  no  sound, 
the  loudest  cry  failed  to  elicit  a  response,  she  was  cold  and 
nearly  pulseless — in  a  word,  death  seemed  imminent. 

Dr.  Barker  having  prepared  the  battery,  (iaiffe's,  one 
pole  was  applied  in  the  cervical  region  at  the  anterior  sur- 
face of  the  sterno-cledio-mastoideus,  the  other  was  drawn 
along  the  course  of  the  phrenic  nerve.  Every  muscle  of 
the  chest  and  abdomen  was  made  in  turn  to  feel  the  electric 
current. 

For  five  minutes  this  was  done  without  any  perceptible 
change  in  the  child's  condition.  But  soon  her  pulse  began 
to  be  distinguishable  at  the  wrist,  her  respiratory  muscles 
began  ti)  act  emphatically,  her  breathing  could  be  discerned, 
her  eyelids  closed  on  touching  the  conjunctiva,  she  sat  up 
and  threw  away  the  electrodes  when  we  forced  them  in  both 
her  pabns. 

Again,  though,  she  immediately  dropped  into  a  heavy 
slumber,  and  once  more  the  battery  had  to  be  applied. 
After  half  an  hour  of  constant  application  she  was  suffi- 
ciently conscious  to  reply  to  her  mother's  questions.  We 
then  desisted  from  our  efforts,  prescribed  some  stiniulant, 
gave  cracked  ice,  and  kept  the  patient  awake.  I  ordered  a 
mustard  plaster  to  te  placed  over  the  epigastrium,  which 
was  done  during  the  night  whilst  she  was  asleep.  She 
slept  well,  and  experienced  no  untoward  symptoms  after- 
wards.—  T.  E,  McAi'dle,  Washinrjton^  D,  C,  in  Archives 
of  PediatHcs, 
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ANTISEPTIC  DRESSING  FOR  AVOUNDS. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Prettyman,of  Milford,  Del.,  sends  the  followinsr: 
For  twenty  years  or  more  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  c*h)s»injr 
up  all  fresh  wounds,  that  were  clean  or  could  be  made  dean, 
and  that  were  not  extremely  ragjred,  with  bandages  kept  well 
saturated  in  the  following: 

R    P.   Myrrh .l,viij; 

P.  Capsic  I,      j; 

Ol.    Anisi  3,   ss; 

Alcohol O.    iv. 

M.     Make  a  tincture,  which  I  call  tinct,  myrrh,  comp. 

If  the  bandages  are  saturated  with  it  they  form,  with  the 
gum,  a  nice  case  all  around  and  over  the  wound,  and  retain 
the  parts  in  si(n  in  an  excellent  manner.  No  treaunent 
that  I  have  ever  used,  or  seen  used  by  others,  seems  to  me 
to  be  quite  ecjual  to  this  in  the  excellence  of  the  results.  It 
appears  to  keep  down  inflamnnition,  prevent  suppuration, 
pain  and  soreness,  and  greatly  to  promote  the  healing  pro- 
cess.    Lately   I   have  improved  the  preparation  as  follows; 

R    P.   Myrrh S,viij; 

P.  Benzoin  3»    iv; 

Powd.    Capsic  3,      j; 

Alcohol O.    iv. 

M.     Make  a  tincture,  and  use  as  above  indicated. 

This  treatment  of  suitable  wounds  I  can  recommend  in 
the  highest  manner.  Twice  a  day  the  dressings  should  be 
saturated,  and  no  change  made  in  them  for  a  week,  unless 
untoward  symptoms  nnike  it  necessary.  When  the  dress- 
ings are  to  be  changed,  saturate  them  well  with  alcohol  to 
soften  the  gum,  so  that  the  bandages  will  not  adhere. — 
A^  F.  Med,  live. 


TREATMENT  OF  BR()NCIIO(^ELE. 

Editor  Lancet : — The  successful  treatment  of  bronchocele 
by  the  ordiiuiry  methods — iodine,  binodide  of  mercury, 
Huori.c  acid,  etc. — I  think,  in  the  hands  of  most  practitioners. 
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h«s  not  been  by  any  means  satisfactory.  1  have  lately 
thorouirhly  and  sucressf uHj'  cured  sevei-al  cai*es  of  very  lonjr 
standing,  havinir  previously  undergone  ti^eatment  unsueeess- 
fully.  Afy  last  case,  and  hei-e  my  treatment  was  the  same 
as  in  my  former  ones,  was  a  farmer,  aged  six^ty-three,  in 
very  g<i<»d  eireumstances,  who  had  had  asthma  many  year^^, 
and  a  large  hronchoeele  for  twenty-six  years ;  tliis  was 
getting  very  uncomfortable,  pitiducing  much  tracheal  bi-eath- 
ing,  and  his  nerk  had  increased  to  thiity-two  inches  and  a 
half  in  circumference.  My  treatment  consists  in  inserting 
a  large  round  needle,  armed  with  silk,  which  i^mpletely  and 
tightly  ritops  the  aperture  when  pullcnl  thmugh,  but  only 
ujserting  it  to  the  dejUh  of  two  inches  instead  of  passing  it 
through  the  thickest  portion  of  the  tutnor.  My  plan  is  then 
to  pull  the  silk  through,  and  keep  on  linen  cloth^  constantly 
wet  day  and  night  for  thi^ee  days,  at  the  same  time  giving 
dilute  nitric  acid  and  (quinine  every  four  hours.  At  the  end 
of  this  time  I  withdraw  the  silk,  and  at  once  oixler  linseed 
poultices  with  carboli**,  lotion  six  times  in  twenty-four  hours. 
On  the  fourth  day  matter  copiously  flows,  which,  fix)m  time 
to  time,  is  kept  flowing  by  the  assistance  of  a  pixibe,  and 
occasional  injections  of  a  solution  of  carbolic;  acid.  In  nine 
weeks  my  patient  is  quite  well,  having  no  tum(»r  whatever, 
and  during  the  treatment  has  been  able  to  pursue  his  usual 
avocations,  I  consider  this  method  to  l>e  thoroughly  devoid 
of  danger  to  life,  if  due  precaution  be  taken,  the  silk  l)eing 
taken  away  on  the  third  day,  and  thereby  removing  any 
cause  of  violent  inflammatory  action.     J.  Nohle  Bukdin. 


EXPEKIMEXTS  WITFI  THE  SPUTA  OF  PHTHISICAL 

PATIENTS, 

M,  Vignal  has  Iwen  trying  some  experiments  with  the 
view  of  ascertaining  whether  the  sputa  of  phthisical  patients 
us  found  in  the  streets  still  contained  bacilli.  He  collected 
a  certain  (juantity  of  such  sputa  and  submitted  it  to  desicca- 
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tion  ;  he  then  moistened  it  and  let  it  dry  again  at  different 
times,  so  as  to  place  it  as  much  as  possible  in  the  rondition 
in  which  it  would  be  found  in  ordinary  circumstances  in  a 
room.  He  discovered  that  the  sputa  thus  treated  contained 
bacilli  as  numerous  and  as  well  formed  as  if  they  had  just 
been  exi:)ectorated.  He  inoculated  two  guinea-pigs  with  the 
njatter ;  one  of  which  died  in  a  few  days  from  obstruction 
in  the  bowels,  and  he  could  not  in  consequence  come  to  any 
conclusion;  but  the  second  animal,  though  it  increased  in 
weight  during  the  first  few  weeks  subsequent  to  the  injec- 
tion, afterwards  began  to  lose  flesh,  and  died  in  about  three 
months.  At  the  autopsy  it  was  found  that  in  all  the  organs 
there  was  a  great  number  of  tubercles  which  contained 
bacilli.  M.  Vignal  concludes  that  sputa  of  phthisical 
patients,  as  found  on  the  ground  in  the  sti'eets  or  in  apart- 
ments, are  far  from  being  inoffensive;  and  might  become 
agents  of  contagion  to  persons  predisposed,  or  in  whom  the 
bacilli  would  And  a  favorable  soil  for  propagation. — London 
Lancet. 


WHEN  NOT  TO  GIVE  CHLOROFORM  IN  PARTU- 
RITION. 

In  a  paper  read  by  Dr.  Savill  before  the  East  Surrey 
District  of  the  Southeastern  branch  of  the  Medical  Associa- 
tion, he  lays  down  the  following  rules  to  be  observed  in  not 
giving  chloroform  during  labor  : 

1st.  Never  give  it  to  a  woman  who  has  a  tendency  to. 
flood  during  every  confinement,  or  to  those  who  have  great 
relaxation  of  fibre,  or  weak,  amemic  women  in  their  eighth 
or  te.ith  confinement,  except  for  necessity. 

2d.  Do  not  give  it  where  labor  is  complicated  with 
severe  vomiting,  or  with  acute  heart  or  lung  trouble,  unless 
there  be  an  imperative  demand  for  it. 

3d.  It  should  not  be  given  to  complete  amesthesia  except 
for  oi>erations,  convulsions  or  spasms  of  the  cervix,  and 
then  one  person  should  devote  his  entire  attention  to  it. 
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4th.  The  inhnlution  should  he  stopped  directly  the  pulse 
lu'coiiies  ctveak  or  the  respimtion  irregular. 

5tli  Do  n(»t  give  it  if  there  be  grounds  to  fear  a  falty 
or  enfeebled  c^irdiac  wall. 

Mi,  In  all  cases  where  it  has  been  given,  there  should 
be  extra  care  to  prevent  post-partuni  hemorrhage. — Obffte/n'r 
GaztUe^ 

SYPHILIS  AND  BLINDNt^^S. 

The  Journal  of  Cutaneous  and  Venereal  Diseai<es,  Deceni- 
l>er,  1883,  gives  the  following  transkition  from  the  French  : 

Syphilis  determines  grave  ocular  lesions.  It  may  produce 
blindness ;  it  is  a  frequent  cause  of  loss  of  vision  ;  and  thi> 
at  any  age — in  infancy  as  well  as  in  adult  life. 

All  the  membranes  of  the  eye  may  be  attacked  with  spe- 
cific lesions,  leading  to  destruction  of  the  organ. 

Most  often  the  lesions  are  multiple :  they  rarely  remain 
localized  in  a  single  membrane. 

The  ocular  lesions  of  syphilis  are  most  often  indolent, 
nnd  originate  sometimes  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
patient.     Exception  is  made  of  iritis. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  it  is  papillary  atrophy  which 
occasions  the  loss  of  vision. 

Ataxia  frequently  shows  itself  in  the  syphilitic  blind. 
Mixed  specific  treatment  has  considemble  influence  upon 
the  ocular  lesions  of  syphilis;  a  cure  is  quite  frequent. — 
Edward  Binel,  Tlu  de  Paris,  1883. 


A  Pleasant  Disinfectant  for  Rooms, — From  an  Ital- 
ian journal  we  note  that  a  few  drops  of  the  following 
mixture  on  a  plate  will  pleasantly  disinfect  a  bed- 
room: Camphor,  20;  hypochlorite  of  lime,  alcohol  and 
water,  of  each,  50  ;  eucalyptus  and  oil  of  cloves,  of  each  1 
part.  The  ingredients  must  be  mixed  slowly  in  a  cool, 
ijpacious  vessel. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 
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MKANS   OF    PROVOKING  THE  SECRETION  OF 

MILK. 

When  the  milk  seirretion  is  slow  in  tippe:niii«:  In  a  lyinir-in 
woman,  or  when  il  c^t^ies  from  mental  or  moral  csiuses,  it 
may  be  made  to  return  by  cataplasms  or  fomentjitions  of 
eastor  leaves  applied  to  the  breast,  or  by  siu'tion  of  the 
nipple,  or  by  means  of  electricity.  The  mammary  <;land  is 
sligbtly  compressed  between  two  .sponjjr  electrodes,  and  » 
feeble  current  passed  through  the  gland  for  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes.  This  may  !>e  done  twice  a  d«y.  After  the  first 
few  electrizations,  the  breasts  swell,  the  large  veins  appear  on 
the  gland,  and  the  milk  secretion  is  set  up. — L'  Union Med^ 

AMENORRHEA. 

Dr.  T.  L.  Hatch,  in  discussing  diflFerent  remedies  for  this 
condition,  insists  upon  the  necessity  <)f  judicious  selection 
of  remedies  adapted  to  sj>ecial  cases.  He  says  that  in  sup- 
pressed menstruation  fn)m  nervous  shock  he  has  found  tht* 
l>est  results  from  the  following  fonnula ; 

B    Ex.  Nucis  Vom.  fl.  m.  xx; 

Aqua? ,5,   iv. 

M.     Sig. — ^Teaspoonful  four  or  five  tiint»«  a  day. 

This  is  pjirticulajly  indicated  if  tiiere  arc  ccdicky  pains  in 
the  abdomen. — Am,  Med.  IHgtM, 

Poisoning  by  Chlorate  of  Potash. — At  a  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
this  city.  Dr.  (Jeo.  B.  Fowler  read  a  paper  on  poisoning  by 
potassium  chlorate.  He  gave  the  history  of  a  case  in  which 
the  use  of  four  to  six  drachms  of  the  article  had  produced 
serious  poisoning.  Several  prominent  physicians  also  certi- 
fied to  the  dangerous  effects  of  the  drug.  Chlorate  of 
potash  is  often  used  as  a  gargle  for  sonv  throat  ;  but  Dr. 
Sherwell,  of  Brooklyn,  has  observed  that  the  medicine  pro- 
duced another  form   of  sore  throat. — Scientijiv  Amtrican. 
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ILLINOIS  BOARD  OF  PHARMACY  PROSECUTIONS. 

This  board  now  stands  in  the  foremost  rank  for  success- 
ful prosecutioirs  under  the  pharmacy  act.  They  recently 
recovered  judgment  of  $50  against  Mourning  Bros.,  of 
Basco  ;  a  like  amount  from  \V.  C.  Hadley,  Mt.  Carmel,  for 
permitting  the  sale  of  drugs  by  an  unregistered  clerk. 

Mr.  H.  attempted  a  defense  by  pleading  that  he  had 
given  strict  orders  to  his  clerk  not  to  sell  drugs,  medicines 
or  poisons ;  admitting  that  he  had  done  so,  but  against  his 
commands  to  the  contrarv.  The  court  found  that  he  had 
violated  the  law,  and  judgment  was  passed. 

This,  we  believe,  is  the  first  case  in  any  State  in  which 
the  question  has  been  raised  as  to  the  responsibility  of  the 
proprietors  for  the  acts  of  their  assistants,  and  seems  to 
settle  this  point  conclusively. — Pharmacist  and  Chemist. 


Action  of  Tobacco  on  the  Temperature  and  Pulse. 
— Dr.  Troitski  has  made  a  number  of  observations  upon  the 
effects  produced  on  the  temperature  and  pulse  by  smoking. 
He  found  that  in  every  case,  varying  according  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  individual,  there  was  an  acceleration  of  the 
pulse  rate,  and  a  slight  elevation  of  temperature.  If  the 
average  temperature  of  non-smokers  were  represented  by 
1,000,  that  of  moderate  smokers  would  be  1,008,  and  while 
the  heail  in  the  former  case  was  making  1,000  pulsation^;;, 
in  the  latter  it  would  beat  1,180  times.  It  is  in  the  latter 
effect  that  he  thinks  the  danger  of  tobacco  smoking  is  mani- 
fested.— Journal  de  Medecine  de  Bruxelles, 


A  Liniment  for  Rheumatism. — The  Quarterly  Thera-- 
peutic  Review  says,  methyl  salicylate  (oil  of  wintergreen) 
mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  olive  oil  or  linimentum 
saponis,  applied  externally  to  inflamed  joints  affected  by 
acute  rheumatism,  affords  instant  relief,  and,  having  a 
pleasant  odor,  its  use  is  very  agreeable. 
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Eczema  Capitis. — In  the  ordinary  eczema  of  the  head  in 
children,  so  commonly  met  with  in  disi)en5'ary  practice, 
after  two  or  three  thorough  eleansings,  the  daily  application 
of  the  following  salve  nearly  always  suffices  to  obtain  a 
rapid  and  lasting  cure  : 

R    Acid.   Salicylic gr..  x; 

Tinct.  Benz in.,xx; 

Vaselini      3,       j. 

M.  ft.  ung. 

On  other  parts,  where  a  soft,  easily  melting  salve  such  as 
this  is  not  suitable,  or  where  a  firm  dressing  or  a  drying 
effect  is  desired,  the  following  paste  should  be  rubbed  on  : 

B    Acid.  Salic;y lie       gr.,  xix  ; 

Vaselini  1,  j; 

Zinci  Oxidi,  Amyli aa.  3?  ss. 

M.  leniter  terens  fiat  pasta. 

— Ed.  Med,  Journal. 


AiNHUM. — Dr.  L.  A.  Duhring  ( Am.  Jour,  of  the  Med.  Sci. ) 
reports  a  case  of  ainhum,  of  which  but  few  have  been  re- 
ported in  our  country.  Its  geographical  distribution  includes 
chiefly  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  and  certain  localities  in 
South  America,  more  particularly  Bahia,  Rio  de  Janeiro  and 
Buenos  Ayres.  As  the  disease  becomes  better  known,  it 
will,  doubtless,  be  found  that  it  is  met  with  throughout  our 
Southern  States,  though  probably  as  one  of  the  rarer  dis- 
eases. Appended  to  the  paper  is  an  exhaustive  study  of  the 
microscopic  appearances. 


Method  dr  Destroying  the  Fcetus  in  Cases  of  Extra- 
Uterine  Pregnancy. — Dr.  Kochmann,  of  Strasburg,  re- 
ports a  case  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  six  months 
advanced,  in  which  the  foetus  was  destroyed  by  a  single 
application  of  sparks  from  a  static  battery.  The  duration 
of  the  sitting  was  about  fifteen  minutes,  and  sparks  about 
one  and  a  half  centimetres  long  were  drawn. -^.  Y.Med.  liec. 
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Spermatorkhgca. — A  mixture  contHining  tincture  of  per- 
chloride  of  iron  and  tincture  of  nux  vomica  should  be  given 
twice  or  three  timess  a  day  ;  also  a  pill  containing  a  fourth 
or  a  third  of  a  grain  of  extract  of  belladonna  with  three 
grains  of  camphor,  ©hould  be  given  at  first,  every  night 
immediately  before  going  to  bed.  If  these  lines  of  treat- 
ment be  adhered  to,  the  patient,  whether  suffering  from, 
real  spermatorrhoea  or  simply  from  frequently ,  returning 
nocturnal  emissions,  will  steadily  improve,  and  the  emissions 
will  occur  less  and  less  frequently,  till,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks,  or  possibly  months — for  a  malady  of  long  stand- 
ing (as  this  usually  is)  is  never  cured  inmiediately — they 
will  cease  altogether,  or  only  occur  at  such  intervals  as  may 
be  deemed  normal,  and  in  which  there  is  no  harm  whatever. 
— Bi-it.  Med,  Jour. 

Alcohol  ix  Trichinosis. — Fortunately  trichinosis  is  a 
comparatively  rare  disease,  but  when  it  does  occur,  the 
physician  who  endeavors  to  cure  it  has  his  hands  full. 
Hence,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  Dr.  Ferrer  (  Gac,  de  len 
Hospitals^  Valencia)  has  had  most  gratifying  results  in  one 
case  from  the  use  of  alcohol.  The  disease  had  existed  for 
four  weeks,  when  this  treatment  was  commenced.  He 
commenced  with  six  and  increased  to  nine  ounces  daily,  in 
sugared  water,  in  the  intervals  of  feeding.  The  patient 
was  completely  well  in  eighteen  days. — Med,  and  Surg.  Rep. 


Charcoal  and  Camphor  Dressing  for  Wounds. — Bar- 
bocci  (in  Raccoglitore  Medico)  recommends  ai-mixture  of 
camphor  and  animal  charcoal  as  a  substitute  for  Lister 
dressings.  The  cam^ihor  acts  physiologically  in  destroying 
microbes,  the  charcoal  physically  by  absorbing  and  disinfect- 
ing the  discharges.  This  is  especially  useful  in  old, 
excavated  ulcers  ;  the  application  removes  fetidity  and  also 
relieves  pain. — Med.  Ti^nes. 
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Local  Anesthetics. — The  following  formula  may  be 
found  serviceable  as  local  aniesthetics  for  small  operations  : 

R    Chloral.  Hydrat., 

Gum  Camphor aa  3,  ij; 

Moiphiee  Sulph 3,        ss ; 

Chloroform 3,  j.     M. 

This  may  be  painted  with  a  camel's  hair  brush  over  the 
area  t*o  be  incised,  allowed  to  dry,  and  repeated  as  necessary 
to  render  th^  part  insensible.  Prof.  Redier  proposes  the 
following  : 

ft    Etheris  or  Chloroform 3,     ij ; 

Camphor 3,      j. 

M.     Apply  witli  a  brush. 

ft    Acidi  Acetici  (Cryst.) part      1; 

Chloroform parts  20. 

Solve.     Apply  with  a  brush. 

— Med.  News, 


Nasal  Catarrh. — Cubeb  is  the  remedy  most  relied  on  in 
the  throat  room  for  constitutional  impression  in  the  ordi- 
nary form  of  the  complaint.  Fifteen  or  more  drops  of  the 
oleo  resin,  on  sugar,  after  meals ;  or  a  few  grains  of  the 
recently  prepared  powder,  with  two  or  three  grains  of  sali- 
cylate of  cinchonidia,  in  pill  or  capsule,  are  the  forms  in 
which  it  is  usually  prescribed.  Cleanliness,  by  douche  or 
spray,  is  essential  in  giving  the  parts  a  chance  to  get  well, 
which  they  often  will  do  by  cleanliness  alone,  without  any 
topical  medication . — Polyclinic. 


Electricity  for  Strangulated  Hernia. — A  hernia 
(scrotals  as  large  as  a  man's  head,  was  completely  reduced 
by  Dr.  M.  Pargamin  (  Vratch )  by  fifteen  minutes'  faradiza- 
tion and  manipulation,  when  three  hours*  taxis  had  signally 
failed.  The  tumor  was  faradized  in  all  directions. — Med. 
and  Surg.  Rep. 
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Inven£or»  and  InHrwnent  Manvfaeturers  are  invited  to  send  cuts  and  synoptical 
descriptions  for  this  department j  and  receive  insertion  gratis. 


A  NEW  URETHRAL  BOUGIE. 

A.     VAX     DERVEER,    M.    1).,     ALBANY,     N. 


Having  hsid  such  excellent  results  from  the  use  of  the 
instrument  illustnited  by  the  accompanying  cut,  I  feel  it 
pro[)er  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  it. 
in  the  treatment  of  urethral  stricture  by  gradual 
dilatation,  and  in  those  cases  where  it  became 
necessary  to  maintain  the  calibi^  of  the  urethra 
after  internal  urethrotomy,  or  rapid  divulsion,  I 
have  realized  for  a  long  time  that  the  fixed  curve 
of  the  steel  sound  gave  unnecessary  pain,  and 
that  the  soft  olive  pointed  bougie,  by  passing 
some  two  or  more  inches  farther  into  the  bladder 
than  was  i-equired,  gave  to  that  organ  a  shock  and 
an  irritation  which,  in  addition  to  being  very  dis- 
agreeable to  the  patient,  incurred  also  the  dangers 
of  possible  cystitis,  with  its  complications. 

Acting  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  we 
seldom,  if  ever,  meet  with  a  etricture  in  the  pros- 
tatic portion  of  the  urethra,  I  had  made,  some  two 
years  ago,  by  Messrs.  Tiemann  &  Co.,  light  metal 
urethral  dilators,  of  the  average  length  of  the 
spongy  and  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra — 
about  eight  inches — and  in  sizes  mnging  from 
Nos.  10  to  42  of  the  French  6<-ale.  These  were 
found  very  serviceable,  being   used    by  patients 

nwith  safety  and  success.  Later,  as  an  improve- 
ment on  the  above  described  instrument,  I  had 
made,  in  different  sizes,  the  solid  rubber  urethral 
bougie,  which  gives  the  least  possible  pain  on 
passing.  These  bougies  w^ere  also  made  by  Tiemann  &  Co., 
New  York,  who  are  now  prepared  to  furnish  them  singly  or 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


224:  ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL    JOURNAL. 

ill  sets.  Believing  them  to  he  the  safest  of  all  bougies,  aiul 
km»wingfroin  actual  use  that  they  are  the  most  serviceable, 
I  present  them  with  confidence  to  those  of  my  brethren  who 
have  these  cases,  in  the  treatment  of  wliich  such  an  iiKstru- 
meat  is  indicfated. 


)      A  NEW  CYRTOMETER. 

THEO.  A.  WEED,  M.  D.,  L.  R.  C.  P. ,  CLEVELAND,  O. 

The  accompanying  cut  represents  a  cyrtometer,  made  for 
me  by  Messrs,  Tiemann  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  which  I  have 
used  for  the  past  five  months  with  very  much  satisfaction, 
and  knowing  it  to  meet  the  many  requirements  not  fulfilled 
by  others,  I  cannot  but  feel  certain  that  it  will  be  appre- 
ciated by  all  those  who  employ  it. 

The  instrument  consists  of  two  arms,  each  two  and  a  half 


inches  long,  joined  together  by  a  screw,  after  the  scissors 
pattern,  holding  narrow  strips  of  aluminium  long  enough  to 
completely  encircle  the  chest.  To  the  distal  ends  of  the 
arms  is  attached  an  indicator,  which  may  be  set  at  any  point 
on  the  scale.  The  manner  of  using  the  instrument  is  as 
follows ;  Set  the  indicator  at  any  given  point,  by  means  of 
the  thumb-screw  ;  place  the  strips  tightly  around  the  chest, 
and  mould  them  to  fit  exactly  the  various  depressions  and 
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elevations;  loosen  the  thumb-screw  on  the  indieator  ;  open 
the  seissor-arnis,  and  remove  the  instrument  without  dis- 
placinirthesitrips;  place  the  indicator  in  its  former  jwsition, 
and  lay  the  in^^trument  on  a  large  sheet  of  paper;  trace 
carefully  all  the  curves  of  the  strips  with  a  leadpencil,  and 
the  result  Uill  he  an  accurate  outline  of  the  chest-wall. 
Now,  if  the  int$trument  be  reversed,  end  for  end,  upon  the 
paper,  the  position  and  character  of  the  differe^iee  between 
the  two  sides  of  the  chest  will  become  apparent.  It  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  discuss  the  many  different  diseases 
of  the  lungs  in  which  a  knowledge  of  existing  elevations  or 
depressions  of  a  localized  part  of  the  chest-wdll  is  of  para- 
mount importan<'e  to  the  physician. 

This  instrument,  with  shorter  strips,  will  1k»  found  very 
useful  in  many  of  the  local  deformities  which  are  found  in 
the  practice  of  every  physician,  and  1  am  sui^  all  those  wh<» 
use  it  will  appreciate  its  wcnth. 


DOUBLt^BLADED  SAW  FOR  REMOVING  PLASTER 

CASTS. 

A.  H,  MEISENBACH,  M,  D.,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

The  saw  illustrated  obviates  most,  if  not  all,  objections. 
It  is  constructed  with  double  blades,  parallel  to  each  other. 
The  blades  are  of  the  form  of  a  Hey's  saw,  only  larger, 
one  cutting  surface  being  rounded  and  the  other  square. 
The  blades,  A,  B,  are  attached  to  the  shaft,  D,  E,  by 
screws,  as  shown.  The  shaft  consists  of  a  square  part,  D, 
and  a  tapering  part,  E.  The  square  part  is  made  in  two 
halves,  with  a  hinge,  as  shown  at  D.  The  blade  A  is 
attached  to  the  stationary  part  of  the  shaft,  and  the  ))lade 
B  to  the   movable  part   of  the   shaft.      At  the  end  of  the 
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blades  is  a  spring,  C,  which  is  notched  so  as  to  firmly  hold 
the  blade  B  in  position.  By  having  one  blade  movable  it 
can  be  easily  cleaned.  The  distance  between  the  blades  i« 
three-eighths  of  an  inch.  This  is  the  best  width,  for  it 
allows  the  strip  cut  out  to  be  easily  removed  with  a  chisel 
or  knife,  which  would  not  be  the  case  if  the  strip  cut  out 
were  wider.  The  whole  length  of  the  shaft  is  six  and  a  half 
inches.  The  blades  were  one  and  three-quarter  inches  wide 
and  two  and  a  quarter  inches  long.  The  teeth  of  the  saw 
blades  should  be  very  fine,  so  as  to  insure  rapidity  in  cutting. 
The  mode  of  using  it  is  as  follows  : 

Cut  the  entire  lengtti  of  the  cast  to  a  depth  of  one-fourth 
or  one-third  of  an  inch,  chip  out  the  strip  thus  cut  with  u 
chisel  or  knife,  and  continue  the  operation  until  the  entire 


thickness  of  the  east  is  cut  tlirough,  or  u  [mrtion  of  the  cast 
is  reached  which  is  not  thoroughly  saturated  with  plaster, 
ami  which  can  easily  be  cut  through  with  scissors  or  a  knife. 
The  cast  can  be  removed,  or  if  it  is  desired  simply  to  make 
it  fit  more  snugly,  a  bandage  can  be  put  around  it,  drawing 
the  cut  surfaces  together,  and  thus  making  it  fit  closely 
again  until  the  time  for  removing  it  entirely.  All  casts 
loosen  on  account  of  reduction  of  the  swelling,  and  also  on 
account  of  atrophy  of  the  soft  pails  from  pressure  and  non- 
use,  and  the  cast  must  almost  always  be  retightened  before 
the  time  has  expired  for  its  removal.  This  operation  is 
much  simplified,  and  there  is  much  time  saved  by  the  em- 
ployment of  the  instrument  illustrated.  Manufactured  by 
Aloe,  Hernstein  &  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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'*For  the  Truth,  then,  let  U8  battle;  Aud  its  might  shiill  set  un  free." 


MAXIMS. 

Thought  i8  Nature's  channel  to  lead  to  wondrous  dis- 
closures. '  Ed. 

All  medicine  that  has  force  enough  to  do  good  if  rightly 
given,  may  do  evil  if  wrongfully  given.  Ilibbard. 

Details  of  personal  distempers  should  only  be  made  to 
the  physician  for  his  guidance,  or  to  attendants  aS  an  aid  to 
nursing.  •  Ilibbard. 

The  surest  and  most  direct  path  to  happiness  is  that  in 
which  one  seeks  to  do  good  to  all  around  him,  reasonably 
forgetful  of  self,  ever  regarding  the  honor  of  God  and  the 
service  of  humanity  as  the  great  design  of  our  existence. 

Dr.  J.  II,  Hanaford. 

As  when  a  pebble  is  dropped  into  the  placid  waters  of  a 
lake,  circling  wavelets  move  in  all  directions,  so  a  great 
thought  thrown  upon  the  bosom  of  public  opinion,  though 
the  first  concussion  may  be  trifling  in  appearance,  will  start 
wavelets  of  impressions  and  feeling,  each  succeeding  a  pre- 
decessor, till  the  great  mass  of  society  may  be  agitated. 

2>r.  J.  H.  Hanaford. 


PATHOLOGICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  THE  TONGUE. 

Upon  examining  this  subject,  the  inception  of  tongue 
examinations,  and  the  understanding  that  much  weighty 
information  might  be  gained  by  counciling  this  pertinent 
organ,  seems  lost  in  the  rubbish  of  antiquity. 

For  ages  the  sages,  have  been  wont  to  aver,  "poke  out 
your  tongue," — the  modern  and  polite  soubrequet  is  "  let 
us  see  the  tongue," — survives  to  the  present,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  among  the  essentials  of  the  orthodox  visitations 
of  the  family  physician. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


228  ST.    LOUIS    MKDICAL    JOURNAL. 

Whether  altogether  formal,  or  as  indices  of  internal 
lesions  or  aberrated  function,  but  few,  perhaps,  have  over 
been  able  to  determine. 

That  njodern  literature  evinces  a  great  want  of  unifornfity 
of  description  and  familiarity  with  practical  iipplications, 
certainly  warrants  the  questioning  of  the  entire  facts  and 
relevancy  as  a  prognosticator  of  internal  commotions. 

This  truly  unruly  member  has  exhibited  its  characteristic 
unreliability  not  lesson  questions  of  objective  interrogations 
than  subjective  gossipiiig. 

Grandma's  tea  party,  and  the  telltale  evincings  of  furred 
tongues,  have  alike  thwarted  ftiany  a  searcliA*  for  facts. 

And,  yet,  'tis  evident  that  when  once  understood,  and  its 
readings  correctly  gathered  and  directly  considered,  much 
of  import  to  the  physician  can  be  traced  from  the  conditions 
of  the  tongue. 

Theories  will  not  avail  us  ;  blasted  assumptions  and  false 
reasonings  attest  the  want  of  more  close  study  and  perfect 
understanding  of  the  various  appearances  of  the  great  com- 
municator. As  it  will  tell  us  of  rich  things  in  life's  path- 
ways, of  love  tones  and  oratorical  effusions,  of  the  ayes  and 
noes  of  decisive  moment,  and  sometime^  urge  to  war,  or 
pacify  a  nation,  so,  too,  may  itsdivulgings  bear  like  kindred 
values  and  urgent  impoit  at  the  bedside,  and  beccmie  at 
once  the  messenger  of  war  to  the  death,  or  harbinger  of 
good  news  to  the  pain  stricken  soldier  on  man's  war  ship, 
or  on  the  bivouac  of  life. 

In  this  important  connection,  we  cannot  too  strongly  urge 
a  revisicm  of  our  studies  of  this  question,  and  recommend 
the  reader  the  following  pert  and  well  spoken  words  from 
Dr.  J.  Hutchinson,  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
England : 

First,  we  must  avoid  assuming  hastily  that  the  condition  present 
has  any  connection  with  the  disorder  for  which  the  patient  con- 
sults us.  Many  patients  have  habitually  a  i)rofuse  growth  of 
filiform  papilhe,  and  great  tendency*  to  the  accumulation  of  fur. 
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In  others  the  papilhe  are  curiously  absent,  and  the  tongue  ma}- 
look  bald  or  rough.  In  others  the  furrows  may  be  well  mai'ked, 
and  the  peculiar  fern  leaf  pattern  present,  and  yet  these  several 
conditions  may  imply  nothing  whatever  as  regards  the  patient's 
health. 

In  all  conditions  of  peculiarity  it  is  well  to  inquire  whether  the 
patient  has  ever,  at  any  former  time  been  salivated  or  suffered 
from  sore  mouth.  For  it  may  easily  be  the  fact  that  some  attack 
of  stomatitis,  long  past,  may  have  left  the  tongue  flabby,  indented 
at  its  edges,  fluted  on  its  surface,  or  more  or  less  bald. 

In  cases  in  which  we  have  satisfied  ourselves  that  the  conditions 
shown  are  neither  pei-sonal  peculiarities,  nor  yet  the  consequences 
of  previous  disease,  we  ougiit  next  to  inquire  carefully  whether 
any  local  conditions  are  present  in  the  mouth  which  will  explain 
them,  and  by  no  means  jump  to  the  conclusion  that  they  denote 
disorder  of  the  stomach  or  liver.  If  the  tongue  is  dry  we  inquire 
whether  the  nostrils  are  stopped,  and  if  it  is  sore  we  must  examine 
the  teeth  and  ascertain  whether  from  sharp,  broken  points,  from 
stopping  with  amalgam,  or  accumulation  of  tartar,  any  possible 
source  of  irritation  exists. 

If  we  have  failed  to  discover  in  the  mouth  any  cause  for  disease 
on  the  surface  of  the  tongue,  we  must  still  hesitate  as  to  suspicion 
of  visceral  or  blood  disorder,  and  ask  whether  it  be  not  |>ossible 
that  some  irritant  may  have  been  introduced  in  the  way  of  food. 
There  are  many  fallacies  in  this  direction. 

Lastly,  if  we  feel  able  to  confidently  exclude  all  local  causes, 
and  obliged  to  believe  tiiat  the  state  of  the  tongue  is  in  direct  con- 
nection with  the  sta^e  of  the  bodily  health,  we  have  still  before  us 
the  difficult  task  of  deciding  as  to  what  the  nature  of  the  bond  of 
connection  may  be. 

The  state  in  question  may  still  be  possibly  in  no  way  symptom- 
atic of  other  disorder,  and  not  in  any  degree  consequent  on  it,  but 
rather  part  of  the  general  disease. 

Above  all,  we  must  be  on  our  guard  against  believing  that  the 
state  of  the  tongue  is  a  trustworthy  criterion  as  to  that  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  and  remember  that  for  the 
most  part  a  furred  tongue  im|)lies  that  no  food  has  been  eaten  and 
little  more,  whilst  glossitis  and  gastritis  are  conditions  which 
are  mutually  independent,  and  but  seldom  coexist. 
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VIBURNUM  PRUNIFOLIUM. 

Viburnum  is  corn[)aratively  a  stranger  in  \he<irmavitnfu77i 
of  the  majority  of  physicians,  notwithstanding  the  valuable 
therapeutical  qualities  it  positively  possesses.  Indeed,  I 
would  hardly  know  what  to  do  in  case  of  threatened  abor- 
tion if  this  remedy  were  taken  from  me ;  and  with  it  I  feel 
confident  of  arresting  the  progress  of  the  trouble,  if  there  is 
a  possibility  of  its  being  arrested. 

Viburnum  is  serviceable  in  all  uterine  disorders  character- 
ized by  loss  of  blood.  In  menorrhagia,  or  metrorrhagia, 
depending  wholly  upon  systemic  causes,  as  e.  g.,  organic 
affections  of  the  heart,  hepatic  disorders,  phthisis,  anaemia 
and  malarial  cachexia,  it  is  peculiarly  applicable.  There  is 
no  depressing  effect  following  its  administration  ;  on  the 
contrary  it  is  an  excellent  tonic,  serving  to  stimulate  rather 
than  depress.  In  certain  forms  of  dysmenorrhoea  I  have 
found  it  serviceable.  I  recall  the  remarks  of  a  lady  patient 
for  whom  I  had  prescribed  it  for  an  ex<;essive  menstrual  dis- 
charge, some  time  since.  She  said  she  began  taking  the 
medicine  some  five  days  before  the  expected  appearance  of 
the  menses  ;  the  flow  was  moderate,  and,  farther,  whereas 
on  previous  occasions  it  had  been  attended  with  much  pain, 
in  this  instance  it  was  all  but  painless. 

In  that  form  of  dysmenorrhcea  with  menorrhagia,  caused 
by  fibroid  growth  impinging  upon  the  uterine  canal,  I  have 
found  a  combination  of  viburnum  and  ergot,  supplemented 
\vith  iodide  potass.,  a  fine  remedy.  I  do  not  here  propose 
to  speak  of  its  physiological  effect,  but,  having  used  it  for  a 
number  of  years,  I  do  know  it  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  some 
diseases  of  women.  F.  A.  E. 


FOOD  FOR  INFANTS. 

It  is  a  significant  fact,  worthy  of  serious  consideration, 
that  nearly  one-half  of  the  children  in  our  enlightened  coun- 
try die  before   reaching  the  age  of  five  years,  a  mortality 
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unknownamong  the  brutes,  at  least  in  their  wild  and  natural 
state.  Prominent  anifiuir  the  causes  of  this  fearful  mortal- 
ity is  the  injudicious  feeding,  though  false  ideas  and  prac- 
tices in  clothing,  the  deprivation  of  pure  air,  the  unnecessary 
rocking,  etc.,  may  exert  some  influence. 

The  time  has  been  (it  is  feared  that  the  time  has  not  past 
vet)  when  the  very  young  l)abe  was  treated  to  a  rind  of  fat 
pork, — one  of  the  most  indigestible  of  foods,  if  \vortl)y  of 
the  name  of  food, — while  rich  pastry,  and  almost  all  ailiclcs 
of  the  family  table,  were  given,  with  no  special  thought  in 
reference  to  the  results.  Fortunately,  modern  science  has 
made  some  progress  in  these  matters,  while  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  nurses  and  mothers  will  gradually  learn  better  than  to 
feed  infants  with  foods  which  cannot  be  possibly  digested, 
and  that  more  of  the  dear  little  ones  may  be  spared.  It  is 
now  known  that  the  mother's  milk — of  course  the  proi)er 
food  for  babes,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  when  the 
motherly  healthy — contains  no  starchy  element,  which  will 
account  for  the  corresponding  fact  the  infant  saliva  ccmtains 
no  diastase,  without  which  starch  cannot  be  digested. 
This  important  solvent  is  promptly  furnished  to  the  saliva 
as  soon  as  it  is  needed,  the  supply  of  which  will  be  naturally 
indicated  by  the  appearance  of  sufficient  teeth  for  the  mas- 
tication of  solid  food.  (Once  this  food  was  '*mummed"  by 
another,  chewed  and  insalivated — far  more  scientific  than 
refined — as  such  might  digest. ) 

If  really  true,  as  no  scientific  individual  will  deny,  that 
starch  is  not  digested  if  the  diastase  is  wanting,  it  is  the 
height  of  cruelty  lo  give  arrowroot,  rice,  fine  flour  products, 
potato,  tapioca  and  the  like,  to  babes.  Yet,  even  in  this 
progressive  age,  rich  pastry,  principally  composed  of  starch, 
sugar  and  lard,  very  difficult  of  digestion  in  the  adult  stom- 
ach, is  given  to  babes,  which  fact  will  account  for  a  large 
part  of  the  infant  destruction. 

Let  me  say  to  my  professional  brethren,  that  I  have  long 
tested  oiie  of  the  * 'infant  foods" — Mellin's — intended  for 
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^'infants  and  invnlids,"  and  thnt  I  am  fully  persuaded  that 
its  general  introduction — when  the  mother  is  unable  to 
nurse,  and  when  she  should  not,  in  consquenee  of  disease — 
would  do  much  to  assuage  the  present  diseases  of  babes, 
and  save  annually  thousands  of  lives  !  It  is  prepared  ou 
scientific  principles,  and  is  higlily  nutritious,  affording  all  of 
the  elements  of  food  needed  by  the  infant,  sustaining  it* 
muscles,  lx>nes,  nerves, — all  I  It  is  made  from  the  gniins, 
but  the  flour  is  'H*ompletely  transformed  into  dextrine  and 
grape  sugar  by  the  vegetable  diastase  in  the  malt,''  the 
change  being  identical  with  the  digestive  pro«*ess  in  the 
stomach  of  the  adult.  Of  course  this  grape  srugar  is  very 
easily  appropriated  by  the  infant  ^.tomach,  the  whole  prepa- 
ration proving  very  favorable  to  the  health,  vigor  and  har- 
monious development  of  the  child.  I  have  sufficiently 
tested  its  excellence  to  feel  that  I  am  doing  a  service  to  the 
mothers  and  babes  in  thus  indorsing  the  preparation. 

J.  H.  H. 


MISSOURI  PHARMACY  LAW.— PHYSICIANS  MUST 

REGISTER. 

Office  of  M.  W.  Alexander,      > 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Pharmacy,  j 

In  the  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  medicines  and  poisons  in 
the  State,  of  Missouri,  pt^ssed  in  1881,  requiring  all  to  regis- 
ter before  being  allowed  to  practice  pharmacy,  there  is  a 
clause  in  section  5  which  reads,  '"  Provided,  however,  that 
this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  physician 
who  is  authorized  to  practice  medicine  or  surgery  under  the 
laws  of  this  State  from  registering  as  a  pharmacist  or  drug- 
jrist  without  examination." 

This  act  was  amended  in  1883,  and  the  last  clause  of 
section  4  of  the  amended  act  says,  ''Hereafter  no  physician 
shall  be  permitted  to  register  as  a  pharmacist  or  druggist 
except  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  other  persons." 
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The  clause  in  section  5  of  the  act  of  1881  was  allowed  to 
remain  ;  the  amended  act  of  1883  did  not  add  a  general  re- 
pealing clause.  Now,  some  attorneys  for  physicians  claim 
that  the  act  of  1881  was  not  abroo:ated  bv  the  act  of  1883, 
and  that  physicians  have  the  right  to  resrister  without  ex- 
amination. It  will  be  seen  by  the  opinion  of  the  honorable/ 
SecreUiry  of  State,  which  I  herewith  submit,  that  physicians 
must  register : 

To  M,  W.  Alexander^  Secretary  State  Board  of  Pharmacy : 
Sir — Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  inst.,  I  km  of 
opinion  that  so  much  of  section  4  of  the  act  of  1883  as 
relates  to  the  manner  of  registering  physicians  is  in  conflict 
with  and  repeals  the  clause  in  section  5  of  the  act  of  1881, 
which  provides  that  physicians  may  register  as  jjliarmacists 
without  examination.  To  repeal  the  clause  in  section  5  of 
act  of  1881  it  was  unnecessary  to  add  a  general  repealing 
clause,  as  it  is  a  general  rule  in  the  construction  of  statutes 
that  a  subsequent  legislative  enactment  repeals  inconsistent 
provisions  in  a  general  law,  and  in  this  particular  case  I  am 
informed  that  the  object  and  intention  was  to  require  all 
physicians  to  undergo  an  examination  as  to  their  qualifica- 
tions before  being  permitted  to  register. 

Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  Mich.  K.  McGrath, 

Secretary  of  State. 


EDITEMS. 


New  York  City  furnished  160  suicides  during  1883. 

They  practice  inoculation  as  a  preventive  to  yellow  fever 
in  Brazil. 

Cholera  is  in  India,  and  the  French  government  is  quar- 
antining against  it. 

The  brain  of  Turgenieff,  the  Russian   novelist,  weighed 
2,012  grammes,  the  heaviest  on  record. 
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Mary  Duraiid»  a  French  woman,  is  reported  as  being  122 
years  old. 

Dr.  Folsoni  thinks  that  well  boiled  lobsters' are  perfectly 
digestible,  and  most  easily  so. 

In  Wisconsin  there  are  850  local  boards  of  health,  and 
yet,  perhaps  about  the  ordinary  amount  of  sickness. 

The  latest  treatment  for  neuralgia  is  that  of  Bilroth's. 
He  inti-oduces  a  1  per  cent,  solution  of  hyperasmic  acid 
subcutaneously  over  the  lix;ation  of  pain  ;  said  to  be  ap- 
proved for  sciatica. 

It  is  reix>rted  that  a  squabble  has  arisen  between  two 
factions  of  the  lady  managers  of  the  Gartield  hospital  at 
Washington,  over  the  question  of  admitting  the  homoeo- 
pathic practice  to  at  least  a  portion  of  the  hospital. 

A  disconsolate  looking  doctor,  on  meeting  a  Hibernian 
friend,  attributed  his  sorrow  to  the  fact  that  on  returnins: 
from  vacation  he  found  his  wife  in  bed  with  cerebro-spinal- 
meningitis.  *'  Holy  Moses  !"  gasped  Pat,  '*and  why  didn't 
yees  shoot  the  Oitalian  scoundrel?  " — Med.  Age. 

Kairin,  the  new  remedy  that  is  to  take  the  place  of 
quinine  whenever  it  becomes  cheaper,  is  imported  from 
Germany,  and  costs  $500  per  100  grains. — Med.  Monthly. 

Grckjer's  Religion.— Charley,  have  you  closed  the  store? 
Yes,  sir.  Have  you  watered  the  molasses?  Yes,  sir. 
Have  you  sanded  the  sugar?  Yes,  sir.  And  done  all  the 
other  things?  All  right,- sir.  Well,  then,  you  may  come 
to  prayers. — Med.  Monthly. 

Report  has  it,  that  an  agent  soliciting  a  gentlemen  to  buy 
an  encyclopoedia,  was  answered  by  saying  that  he  must 
decline  to  purchase,  as  he  was  certain  '*he  could  never  learn 
to  ride  one  of  them."  This  man  never  owned  one;  remem- 
ber this,  and  send  to  this  office  for  the  new  American  edition 
of  the  '^Encyclopaedia  Britannica." 
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Tincture  of  guiiiac  has  l>een  prominently  endorsed  for 
the  treatment  of  acute  sore  throat,  and  seems  to  be  o;aininor 
rather  than  lo?sing  favor. 

A  judicial  post-mortem  of  a  woman  aged  forty-five,  who 
committed  suicide  in  Vienna,  revealed  the  fact  that  she  had 
no  spleen  ;  other  organs  all  normal. 

The  Lancet  says  that  a  new  cancer  cure  has  appeared  in 
Brazil.  It  is  called  *' alvelos,''  and  belongs  to  the  euphon- 
bracefie.  It  is  applied  locally,  and  destroys  the  carcimatous 
mass. 

The  International  Prison  Reform  Congress  meets  at 
Rome,  October,  1884,  and  the  programme  announced  sets 
forth  some  highly  interesting  topics  for  discussion. 

Chloroform  ponjade  is  made  by  combining  20  to  30  parts 
of  chloroform  with  ()0  to  80  parts  of  vaseline,  and  is  em- 
ployed for  rheumatism,  neuralgia  and  the  vague  thoracic 
pains  attendant  upon  tuberculous  patients. — Pop,  8ci,News, 

Popular  Science  N^ew,s  says  that  lumbago  may  be  quickly 
relieved  by  binding  a  piece  of  oil-skin  cloth,  such  as  is  used 
to  cover  tables,  over  the  loins,  outside  the  flannel  shirt. 
Profuse  perspiration  is  produced,  which  rapidly  relieves  the 
pain. 

Where  troublesome  micturation  exists  without  any  appar- 
ent cause,  it  is  best  remedied  by  passing  a  galvanic  current 
through  the  lumbar  reji^ions  to  the  bladder. — Brit,  Med.  Jour. 

Virchow  does  not  believe  in  the  modern  doctrines  of 
tuberculosis.  He  thinks  the  bacillus  has  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  disease. — Med.  Monthly,  [One  other  sane 
mind,  and  sensible  observer.     Ed.] 

An  artificial  alkaloid  called  "kairin"  has  been  introduced 
by  Dr.  Filshue,  of  Europe,  which  he  offers  as  a  leading 
antipyretic.  Being  new,  it  needs  further  use  to  attest  its 
merits. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


236  ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL    JOURNAL. 

At  the  Raddliffe  infirmary,  Oxford,  Eni^.,  the  surgeon  in 
charge  is  using  carbolized  sawdust  as  an  antiseptic  surgical 
dressing,  and  speaks  highly  of  its  benefits. 

Electrolyses,  and  treatment  with  cold  water,  sea  hath  ton 
ics,  is  given  the  credit  of  curing  elephantasis  grecorrum,  b^' 
members  of  the  French  Academy  of  Science. — Sci,  Avier. 

According  to  late  French  authority,  there  are  11)3,(K)() 
physicians  in  the  world,  distributed  as  follows:  (>5,000  in 
the  United  States,  26,000  in  France,  32,000  in  Germany, 
35,000  in  Great  Britain,  10,000  in  Italy,  5,000  in  Spain. 
The  Maryland  Medical  Journal  thinks  this  will  fall  one- 
third  short  of  the  actual  number. 

The  study  of  antiseptic  treatment  and  measures  is  con- 
stantly gaining  acceptance.  The  discrimination  and  relative 
application  claimed  and  advocated  by  this  journal,  is  also 
being  approximated  by  many.  Thus  it  now  transpires  that 
hyposulphite  of  soda  is  highly  recommended  for  certain 
foul  and  unhealthy  ulcers. 

Algin  is  a  new  substance,  procured  from  a  species  of  the 
marine  algai.  It  is  said  to  be  composed  of  the  salts  chiefly 
used  in  medicine,  and  if  what  is  thus  claimed  be  substan- 
tially correct,  it  promises  to  become  of  great  utility  as  a 
remedy. 

There  lingers  about  the  subject  of  cholera  and  allied  dis- 
eases, the  thoughtful  apprehensions  of  an  early  visitation  to 
this  country  ;  enough  so,  at  least,  to  warn  physicians  and 
guardians  of  health  to  be  on  the  lookout  and  ready.  It  is  the 
part  of  vigilance  to  be  forearmed,  and  now  is  the  time  to 
study  and  investigate. 

The  habit  of  wearing  handkerchiefs  and  other  coverings 
over  the  ears,  so  as  to  press  the  external  ears  against  the 
head,  is  opposed  on  the  grounds  of  causing  deafness. 
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Eucalyptus  is  recommended  in  acute  coryza. 

The  carbolic  acid  treatment  of  hemorrlioids  still  gains  in 
confidence,  and  proves  itself  most  advantageous. 

Dr.  Overall  treats  successfully  tinea  tonsurans  with  a 
saturated  solution  of  capsicum  in  glycerine,  after  cleansing 
the  skin  with  a  solution  of  sulphide  of  soda. 

Dr.  Nessbaum,  of  Munich,  proposes  to  convert  malignant 
into  benign  tumors  by  cutting  off  the  superficial  nutrition. 
This  he  proposes  to  accomplish  by  burning  an  actual  trench 
around  the  tumor  with  the  electric  cautery. 

Prussic  acid  is  now  advocated  as  the  best  antidote  to 
strychnia  poisoning;  camphor  is  good  and  much  safer  for 
general  use,  though,  reasoning  from  the  known  physiologi- 
cal action  of  the  acid,  if  carefully  managed  it  may  prove 
valuable. 

The  best  means  at  our  disposal  to  safely  neutralize  acidity 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels  of  infants  and  young  children, 
is  thoroughly  parched  corn  tea,  and  the  charcoal  of  corn  in 
infantile  diarrhoeas,  pysoses,  and  all  chylo-petic  ailments,  is 
far  preferable  to  any  other.  Mixed  with  the  agua  menth 
pip,  it  is  oftimes  most  acceptable,  and   exceptionally  good. 

Dr.  Taylor,  of  England,  proposes  the  following  new  treat- 
ment for  cholera:  He  prepares  (bilin)  by  taking  ox  bile, 
removes  the  fats  by  the  use  of  ether,  then  adds  acetate  of 
lead,  to  form  the  tauro-cholate  of  lead,  suspends  the  pre- 
cipitate in  water,  and  |>asses  sulphureted  hydrogen  gas 
through  it.  From  the  solution  he  obtains  the  (bilin),  and 
subjects  it  to  the  action  of  carbonate  of  soda,  thus  obtain- 
ing a  tauro-cholate  of  soda,  which  after  being  crystalized  is 
the  preparation  to  be  used.  His. idea  being  that  bile  is 
really  an  antiseptic  and  promoter  of  blood  liquifaction,  as 
suggested  by  jaundice. 
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BOOK  BE  VIE  WIS, 


Elementary  Principles  of  Electro-Therapeutics.  With  135 
illustrations.  Pre|)ared  by  C.  M.  Ilaynes,  M.  D.  Designed 
for  the  use  of  students  and  physicians.  82.00.  The  Melntosh 
Galvanic  and  Faradic  Battery  Co.,  192  and  194  Jackson 
street,  Chicago,  111. 

This  volume  of  420  pages  contains  in  a  clear,  concise  fonn,  with 
no  attempt  at  theorizing,  the  elementary'  principles  of  Magnetism, 
Franklinism,  Galvanism  and  Faradism. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  list  of  contents  are  selected  to 
give  a  general  idea  of  the  ground  covered  by  the  text : 

Suggestions  in  regard  to  the  selection  and  care  of  batteries. 

The  different  forms  of  electricity  compared ;  (a)  according  to 
their  physiological  effects ;  (Jj)  according  to  their  therapeutic 
effects. 

Differential  indications  for  the  selection  of  current. 

Electro  diagnosis  in  obscure  diseases. 

Resuscitation  of  those  in  a  state  of  asphyxia  from  aniesthetics, 
drowning,  etc.,  or  in  new-born  infants. 

To  distinguish  between  real  and  apparent  death. 

Detection  of  malingerers  by  electricity. 

Diagnosis  and  prognosis  in  various  forms  of  paralysis. 

Location  of  the  motor  points  of  the  body  through  which  any 
single  muscle  or  grouj)  of  muscle  may  be  stimulated  to  ctmtract. 
Illustrated. 

Illustration  of  nerve  centres  and  mode  of  treating  tiie  various 
organs  of  the  body  through  them. 

"Landmarks"  for  locating  the  various  organs  in  .the  living  body, 
illustrated,  with  directions  for  conveying  electricity  directly-  to 
them. 

Influence  of  galvanism  on  the  sensory  nerves,  the  motor  nerves, 
the  vaso-motor  nerv^es,  the  dilator  nerves. 

Electrolysis  of  tumors,  naLAi,  strictures,  etc. 

Electrolysis  for  the  permanent  removal  of  hair  from  the  eyelids 
or  other  situations.     Illustrated. 

Electro-thermal  baths;  the  method  of  giving  them  and  the 
apparatus  required.     Illustrated. 

Complete  and  definite  directions,  collected  from  the  best  Ameri- 
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can  and  European  authors,  for  the  treatment  of  all  diseases  to 
which  electricity  has  been  successfully  applied. 

Galvano-Cautery ;  its  history,  advantages  and  method  of  em- 
ploying it 

A  full  Vocabularj'  of  Electrical  Language,  containing  all  the 
terms  which  are  employed  in  medical  literature,  defined  according 
to  the  revision  of  the  Electrical  Congress  assembled  at  Paris,  in 
1881. 

The  verj'  latest,  and  comes  as  fresh,  from  one  who  knotvs. 

Lectures  on  Venereal  Diseases.  By  W.  F.  Glenn,  M.  D  , 
Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Venereal  Diseases  in  tl;ie  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee ;  formerly  Pro- 
fessor of  Physiology  in  Nashville  Medical  College ;  member 
of  the  American  ^ledical  Association  ;  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science ;  member  of 
the  American  Public  Health  Association;  member  of  the 
Tennessee  Medical  Society ;  member  of  the  Tennessee  His- 
torical Society.  8vo.  ;  2G0  pages.  Author  publisher,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.     Price,  81.25. 

This  work  consists  of  a  series  of  lectures  in  the  university.  In 
another  edition  better  paper  should  be  used,  and  the  proofreading 
more  carefully  perfonned ;  these  are  small  matters  and  do  not 
militate  against  the  great  intrinsic  value  of  the  book.  In  his 
views  the  author  is  a  dualist.  The  first  five  lectures  are  devoted 
to  chancroids  and  their  complications.  His  directions  as  to  cau- 
terizing are  clear  and  incisive.  ''It  is  as  necessaiy  for  you  to 
know  when  'not  to  burn'  as  to  'burn.'  If,  after  the  slough  from 
the  first  application,  the  ulcer  has  a  bright  red  api;)earance  coated 
with  a  thin  serous  secretion,  and  bleeds  easily  to  the  tou(4i,  then 
it  has  been  cauterized  sufficiently.'*  Gonorrhoea  occupies  from 
the  sixth  to  the  twelfth  lec^ture.  He  commends  the  following  pre- 
scription, which  was  used  largely  by  the  late  Dr.  E.  M.  Wright,  of 
Chattanooga,  with  great  satisfaction : 

B    Tartar  Emetic 

Sulphate  of  Morphia 

Water 

Sig. — A  teaspoonful  every  four  houre. 

Of  the  value  of  the  above  there  can  be  no  doubt.  It  is  specially 
indicated  where  the  inflammation  runs  high.     The  balance  of  the 
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voUinie  is  devoted  to  syphilis.  The  author  admits  that  well 
inarkB';!  cases-  af  &y|>hili»  will  get  well  without  any  treatment  what- 
ever ;  and  lias  seen  cases  coiToborative  of  his  statement.  Tertiary 
symptoms,  he  half  acknowledges,  are  not  inoeulable,  and,  there- 
fore, as  lield  by  Otis  and  others,  are  not  .syphilis,  but  the  lesions 
left  l)y  that  disease.  We  regi-et  that  lie  follows  in  the  footsteps^ 
of  Keyes,  and  uses  minute  d<>s<»&  of  mercui'y.  When  will  it  be 
generally  admitted  tliat  treatment  without  mercury  is  shorter  and 
leaves  no  lesions  behind?  The  iodides,  Dr.  Glenn  thinks,  are 
■indicated  in  tertiary  forms,  and  gives : 

R    Iodide  of  Sodium 3,  j; 

Iodide  of  Ammonium 3,  j; 

Iodide  of  Calcium 3,  j  ; 

Iodide  of  Potassium 3,  vj  ; 

Syrup  lod.  of  Manganese     3^  ij ; 

Water 3t  'v. 

Sig. — ^One  teaspoonful  largely  diluted  with  water  three  times 

daily. 

As  a  whole  the  volume  is  commendable,  and  evinces  a  thorough 
mastery  of  the  subject.  As  a  short  practical  treatise  it  has  no 
superior.  E. 

Drugs  |4nd  Medicines  of  North  America.  J.  U.  &  C.  G.  Lloyd, 
publishers,  180  Elm  street,  Cincinnati,  O.  Issued  quarterly. 
Price,  $1.00  per  year. 

The  first  number  is  before  us.  The  authors  announce  that  it  is 
their  intention  to  take  up  the  entire  list  of  American  medicinal 
plants,  issuing  their  work  as  a  quarterly,  and  only  to  sul>scribers. 
This  number  contains  three  full  page  engiavings  of  the  plants  con- 
sidered, viz.:  Clematis  virginiana.  Anemone  thalictroides,  and 
American  Pulsatilla,  and  a  full  page  inicroscoj)ic  engra^^ng  of  a 
section  of  Clematis  virginiana.  In  addition,  there  are  numerous 
illustrations  in  the  text.  The  botanical,  chemical  and  medical 
histories  and  descriptions  are  thoroughly  and  carefullj^  drawn,  all 
the  works  that  have  been  written  on  American  drugs  being  con- 
sulted in  the  preparation  of  each  subject.  The  medical  properties 
and  history  are  especially  interesting  to  physicians,  and  in  this  one 
work  we  are  presented  with  all  that  is  known  upon  each  subject. 
The  paper  on  American  Pulsatilla  is  exceptionally  valuable  at  this 
period,  for  preparations  of  the   European  plant  are  now  largely 
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impoiled,  and  the  Ameiieaii  si>ceies^will  no  doubt  supplant  tlie 
foreign  in  time  lo  come. 

The  authors  state  that  the  following  plants  will  be  considered  in 
the  immediately  succeeding  numbers,  each  article  illustrated  with 
a  full  pafne  engraving^  together  with  numerous  pictures  showing 
the  microscopic  structure,  botanical  characteristics,  parts  used  in 
medicine,  sophistications,  etc.:  Anemone  I lepatica  (Livenvort)  ; 
Hydrastis  canadensis  (Golden  Seal);  Coptis  trifolia  (Gold 
Thread);  AcUea  alba  /^White  Cohosh);  Cimicifugu  racemosa 
(Black  Snakeroot) ;  Xanthorhiza  tinctoiia  (Shjubby  Yellow 
Root). 

A  Pkactical  Laboratokt  Course  in  Medical  Chemistry.  By 
John  C.  Draj)er,  M.  D.,  LL,  D.  New  York:  Wm.  Wood  & 
Co.     Price,  $1.00. 

In  this  unique  work  the  editor  and  publishers  hnve  seemingly 
vied  with  each  other  in  reaching  a  desideratum  so  imi)eriously 
needed  by  every  student  of  chemistry.  It  is  so  simplified,  so 
arranged  and  so  reliable,  as  to  attract  attention  and  deser^-e  popu- 
larity. 

Deterioration  of  the  Puritan  Stock,  and  Its  Causes.  By 
John  Ellis,  M.  D.     New  Y'ork. 

This  essay  is  portentious  of  a  degeneracy  that  bids  fair  to  exter-  . 
minatc  the  original  and  purely  Puritan  stock,  awakens  the  dis- 
cussion as  to  the  alarming  degeneracy  of  Americans  generally.    It 
is  like  a  stitch  in  time,  if  heeded. 

Notes  on  the  Opium  Habit.  By  P.  Meylcrd,  M,  D,  G.  P.  Put- 
nam's Sons,  New  Y'ork. 

This  inonogi-aph  is  an  excellently  written  argument  on  the  ques- 
tion of  interdicting  the  use  of  narcotics,  and  treatment  of  the 
habit.  Every  physician  would  do  well  to  read  and  every  patient 
would  be  benefitted. 

Transactions  of  the  New  York  Medico-Chiuurgical  Society. 
1883. 

The  third  volume;  of  about  170  pages,  elegantly  executed,  and 
comprehending  a  large  amount  of  interesting  matter.  Very  cred- 
itable to  the  society. 

Iodoform  in  Dental  Surgery.  By  C.  F.  W.  Bodecker,  I).  D.  S., 
M.  D.  S.     New  York. 
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ClKClJLAKS     OF      InFOUMATION      OF     THE     BuRE.VU      OV     EDUCATION. 

Ooveninient   Printing  Office,    Washington,    D.    C.     No.    1. 
1884. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Saint  Louis  Hos-pital.     Conducted   by 
the  Sisters  of  Charity.     For  1883. 


NOTICES 


I  have  given  Bkomiwa  a  fair  trial y  arid  1  liave  found  it  to  l)e 
H  reliable  hypnotic, 

L.  Ch.  BOISLINIERE,  M.  D.,  LL.  D. 

I  have  used  Iodia  as  a  uterine  tonic  and  alterative.  I  prescribe 
it  with  the  very  be^st  results.  I  regard  it  as  one  of  the  very  few 
honest  preparations. 

W.  F.  KIER,  M.  D. 

309  South  Fifth  Street,  St.  Louis. 

Dr.  J.  W.  LOWELL  &  CO.,  Portland. 

Gentlemen  : — I  am  much  pleased  with  the  results  obtained  from 
the  use  of  Caulocorea.  I  have  tested  its  merits  in  a  ease  of  Dys- 
meuorrluea,  and  am  gratified  with  th'-  results.  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
most  valuable  therapeutic  agent.         Yours  truly, 

R.  W.   BRUCE  SMITH,  M.  D.,  C.  M. 

Sparta,  Ont.,  Canada. 

A  MATTER  OF  INTEREST. 
A  medicine  must  of  necessity  stand  upon  its  merits.  If  it  does 
not  possess  healing  qualities  of  value  to  suffering  humanit}*,  no 
amount  of  advertising  will  prevent  its  being  branded  a  fraud  by 
the  public.  Among  the  proprietary  medi(5ines  advertised  in  the 
papei-s,  there  are  none  that  hold  a  higher  rank  than  those  of  The 
Dr.  IIarter  Medicine  Company,  St.  Louis.  Dr.  IIarter's  Iron 
Tonic  is  winning  special  favor,  each  bottle  used  proving  its  won- 
derful beneficent  effects,  an  advertisement  wliich  sells  man}' 
additional  bottles.  The  testimonials  which  the  Dr.  IIarter 
Company  are  able  to  produce  in  proof  of  the  merits  of  their  medi- 
cine will  convert  the  most  suspicious  to  its  use.  Read  their 
advertisement,  write  to  them,  or  ask  your  druggists  for  their 
medicines. 
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If  thou  hast  Truth  to  utter, 
Speak  It  boldly—  speak  it  all. 


RATIONAL    MEDICATION. 

J.    A.    MILLER,  M.  D. 
CHAPTER    IV. 

Ill  order  to  mjiintain  the  body  in  health,  a  normal  quantity 
of  blood,  or  its  constituentv^,  must  be  elaborated  by  nature's 
apparatus,  as  previously  described.  If  too  little  is  manu- 
factured, impoverishment  of  the  whole  system  must  take 
place,  and  disease  will  be  the  inevitable  result.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  too  much  is  elaborated,  plethora  will  l)e  pro- 
duced, and  disease  again  will  follow  as  a  consequence. 
Both  of  these  conditions  ar6  amenable  to  the  well  selected 
remedial  agents  of  a  rational  medical  practitioner.  There 
is,  however,  greater  danger  of  a  defect  in  quality  than  in 
quantity.  Hence,  to  the  quality  of  the  blood  supplied,  the 
rational  practitioner  will  direct  special  attention,  and  an 
analysis  of  this  fluid  may  often  reveal  facts  which  pride, 
modesty  or  poverty  would  faiu  conceal,  and  which  may  be 
essential  to  the  intelligent,  rational  treatment  of  the  case. 

The  blood  must  be  examined  in  a  twofold  aspect — struc- 
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turally,  with  a  microscope,  and  chemicalW,  with  suitable 
reagents. 

In  structure  it  is  found  to  consist  of  numerous  yellowish 
corpuscles,  a  small  number  of  white  or  colorless  corpuscles, 
and  a  few  granules  floating  in  a  yellowish  fluid,  called  the 
liquor  sanguinis.  This  fluid  consists  of  fibrin  dissolved  in 
cerum,  which  has  the  property,  when  drawn  from  the  body, 
under  certain  conditions,  of  coagulating. 

It  has  been  deemed  exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain  an 
exact  chemical  analysis  which  would  infallibly  designate  the 
composition  of  healthy  blood,  but  recent  investigation  has 
overcome  that  difficulty  to  such  an  extent  that  ignorance  of 
its  composition  is  now  perfectly  inexcusable  on  the  part  of 
a  medical  practitioner ;  for  if  he  does  not  know  what  are  its 
normal  constituents,  how  can  he  understand  and  treat  ab- 
normal variations  from  the  normal  standard?  In  1,000 
parts  of  healthy  blood  will  be  found  from  760  to  800  parts 
water ;  from  1  to  3  parts  fibrin,  which  may  be  increased  by 
the  use  of  acids,  and  decreased  by  the  use  of  alkalies,  and 
this  fact  is  of  vital  importance  in  the  treatment  of  embolism, 
aneurism  of  arteries,  etc. ;  it  contains  from  60  to  70  pails 
albumen  ;  from  130  to  150  parts  corpuscles ;  from  1  to  4 
parts  exti-active  matters  and  fats,  and  from  5  to  10  parts 
salts.  Any  variation  inside  of  these  limits  may  take  place 
without  producing  any  variation  in  health,  but  beyond  this 
in  either  direction  impairment  takes  place,  and  diseased 
action  is  at  once  set  up.  Consequently,  in  all  diseases  there 
will  be  found  a  marked  variation  of  these  normal  constitu- 
ents of  pure  blood  ;  and  the  disease  cannot  be  overcome  till 
this  fluid  is  restored  to  its  normal  condition.  In  fevers  the 
water  is  diminished  ;  in  anasarca  it  is  increased,  fibrin  and 
albumen  are  diminished.  In  chlorosis  and  leucosythemia, 
the  red  corj)uscles  are  diminished,  and  must  be  restored  be- 
fore health  can  be  secured.  And  these  facts  are  only  illus- 
trations of  what  takes  place  all  along  the  line  of  diseased 
condition,  as  these  relative  proportions  are  changed  in  some 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST.    LOUTS   MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  245 

one  of  these  eonstituent  elements  in  all  the  diseases  which 
afflict  the  race.  The  present  use  I  wish,  however,  to  make 
of  this  fact  is  this — that  this  variation  in  the  blood,  and  one 
of  the  most  common  causes  of  its  derangement,  will  be 
found  in  the  food  supplied  for  its  elaboration  ;  and  this  de- 
rangement, thus  produced,  is  one  of  the  most  prolitJc  sources 
of  all  the  diseases  which  afflict  the  Vace.  Thus,  malaria, 
poisonous  water,  etc.,  produce  biliousness  ;  excess  of  lime 
produces  gravel ;  excess  in  alkali  produces  scalding  urine 
and  fatty  degeneration  of  the  kidneys ;  excess  of  iron  mul- 
tiplies red  corpuscles,  and  induces  hypertrophy ;  excess  of 
sulphur  creates  abnormal  activity  of  the  liver,  and  results  in 
diarrhoea  or  dysentery  ;  wljile  food  vagaries  produce  equally 
marked  results.  Over  twenty-five  years  ago,  M.  Denis  called 
the  attention  of  the  medical  world  to  the  fact  that,  in  a  young 
girl  of  good  health,  the  red  corpuscles  were  132  to  1,000 
parts,  and  that  by  a  rigorous  diet  for  fifteen  days  they  were 
reduced  to  85.  This  fact  seems  to  have  produced  no  con- 
sideration in  the  medical  world,  hence,  few  practitioners 
have  profited  by  it.  While  the  fact  must  be  evident,  on  a 
moment's  consideration,  that  all  the  other  constituents  of 
the  blood,  and  especially  water,  albumen,  fat  and  salts,  are 
at  once  modified  to  a  like  extent  by  corresponding  variations 
of  diet,  and  any  system  of  medication,  to  be  rational,  must 
have  its  chief  corner-stone  laid  in  a  rational  diet  as  an  essen- 
tial condition  of  health  and  cure.  The  change  which  this 
fluid  undergoes  in  the  lungs  is  the  reception  of  a  large 
amount  of  oxygen,  which  is  conyeyed  through  the  arteries 
to  every  part  of  the  system,  and  the  return  of  carbonic  acid 
gas,  which  is  brought  to  the  lungs  through  the  pulmonary 
artery.  Consequently,  the  importance  not  only  of  pure 
aliment  to  furnish  the  pabulum  for  pure  blood,  but  pure  air 
to  secure  its  thorough  oxydation,  and  render  it  fit  to  per- 
form its  functions  in  the  animal  economy  of  man.  And, 
perhaps,  no  two  elements  have  performed  such  an  important 
part  in  the  development  of  the  race  as  food  and  air;  in  fact. 
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this  phenomenon  alone  is  ample  to  account  for  the  diversity 
of  races,  without  the  aid  of  Darwin  or  his  system  of 
evolution. 

The  exudation  of  material  from  the  blood  to  be  trans^ 
forw.ed  into  tissue. 

Nature  has  so  arranged  it,  that  the  aliment  taken  should 
contain  every  element  of  nutrition  for  the  whole  body,  and 
the  processes  of  digestion,  absorption  and  aeration  are  all  so 
many  connective  links,  preparatory  to  reconstruction  where 
waste  has  occurred,  and  restoration  in  case  of  disease ;  and 
the  wisest  medication  on  earth,  and  the  most  skilfully 
applied,  can  never  effect  this  end.  It  can  only  help  nature 
to  help  herself^  when  her  energies  have  beco7ne  exhausted. 

Thus,  from  this  aliment  now  circulating  in  the  blood,  a 
fluid  blastema  is  continuously  passing  through  the  capillaries 
for  the  formation  and  restoration  of  the  various  organs  and 
tissues  of  the  body  ;  and  it  is  absolutely  indispensable  that 
this  takes  place  to  an  amount  exactly  proportionate  to  that 
supplied  to  the  blood,  by  assimilation,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
that  dissipated,  by  waste,  on  the  other.  For  if  more  or 
less  be  supplied  or  given  off,  a  morbid  or  diseased  condition 
is  at  once  produced.  Thus,  increased  supply  and  assimila- 
tion in  any  part  gives  rise  to  hypertrophy  in  that  organ  or 
pait;  while  a  diminished  amount  as  promptly  produces 
atrophy  of  that  part.  This  function  is  now  known  to  de- 
pend (m  an  inherent  vital  force,  peculiar  t^  the  tissue  itself , 
which  is  attractive  and  selective.  It  is  by  this  process  that 
euch  ffland  and  tissue  attracts  from  the  blood  the  amount  of 
that  peculiar  blastema  necessary  for  its  reconstruction  and 
sustentation,  or  for  the  secretion  it  is  necessary  to  perform. 
It  is  thus  that  the  liver  keeps  up  its  own  nutrition,  and  se- 
lects from  the  blood  the  material  which  forms  the  bile.  It 
is  thus  that  the  kidneys  also  select  the  material  for  their 
own  sustentation,  and  the  elaboration  of  urea;  and  this  is 
the  fact  with  all  glandular  organs.     It  is,  again,  in  this  way 
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that  matter  drawn  from  the  blood  is  made  subservient  to 
the  health  and  integrity  of  the  body  ;  here  furnishing  mate- 
rial for  growth  and  supplying  waste,  there  ehiborating  and 
forming  material  to  supply  secretions,  etc. 

Through  a  derangement  of  the  blood,  it  often  happens 
that  this  attractive  and  selective  power  is  deranged,  and, 
sometimes,  altogether  lost ;  this  is  recognized  as  a  disease 
of  the  selective  and  assimilative  function.  Sometimes  the 
selective  power  appears  to  be  lost,  and  the  attractive  power 
increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  liquor  sanguinis  is 
drawn  out  through  the  veSvsels,  so  that  the  fibrin  coagulates 
outside  of  them.  Then  this  result,  preceded  or  accompanied 
by  certain  changes  in  the  vessels  themselves,  and  more  or 
less  stagnation  of  the  current  of  blood,  constitutes  the  phe- 
nomenon now  known  as  inflammation.  It  is  in  this  way  that 
other  cells  and  tissues  altogether  foreign  to  the  healthy  con- 
dition of  the  sy&tem  are  formed.  It  is  in  this  way  pus  and 
cancer  cells  may  be  formed,  or  fibrous,  cartilaginous,  osse- 
ous and  other  tissues  of  different  morbid  growth  become 
developed  and  located  in  the  system.  It  is  thus  that  the 
introduction  of  any  poisonous  material  into  the  circulating 
fluid  is  so  promptly  attended  with  such  fatal  results,  and 
the  physiological  effects  of  alcohol  and  tobacco  can  be  so 
distinctly  traced ;  and  it  is  here  the  primce  vice  of  all  dis- 
ease must  be  sought  for  and  found.  That  is,  disease  as  a 
manifest  derangement  of  the  physical  organization. 

If  these  suggestions  shall  help  to  a  more  rational  system 
of  medication,  the  object  of  the  writer  will  be  accomplished. 
From  long  years  of  active  life  I  now  find  I  must  have  liter- 
ary rest,  so  for  the  present,  Mr.  Editor,  I  must  wish  your 
numerous  readers  abundant  success  in  the  field  of  rational 
medicine.  After  some  months  of  rest  I  may  again  resume 
the  pen.     Au  Revoir. 
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THE  MAD  STONE. 

B.     ACHELOR, 


A  late  writer  on  the  subject  of  the  mad  stowe  estimates* 
there  are  about  fifty  in  the  United  States.  Illinois  is  cred- 
ited with  having  three,  Missouri  has  three,  Arkansas  two  ; 
the  others  are  mostly  in  the  Southern  States.  They  are 
found  in  Mexico,  India  and  all  the  warm  countries  of  Asia  ; 
in  Europe — in  Great  Britain,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy  and  Tur- 
key. They  are  not  found  in  Northeni  Europe  or  any  cold 
country.  In  the  United  States  the  mad  stone  has  been 
applied  as  a  cure  or  preventive  of  hydrophobia  in  thousands 
of  cases,  without  having  a  single  failure  to  record.  Num-- 
erous  medical  men  of  very  fair  average  ability  have  wit- 
nessed their  application  to  cure  hydrophobia,  and  all  bear 
the  same  testimony,  to-wit,  that  thej'^  will  stick  to  a  wound 
where  there  is  the  infection  of  hydrophobia,  and  will  not 
stick  to  a  wound  where  the  infection  of  hydrophobia  is 
absent. 

When  a  mad  stone  is  to  be  applied,  it  is  first  dropped 
into  sweet  milk,  warm  from  the  cow  ;  the  wound,  if  old,  is 
newly  opened,  the  mad  stone  is  taken  out  of  the  milk  and 
applied  to  the  wound.  The  first  time  it  will  stick  two  or 
three  hours,  the  next  time  not  so  long.  Three  times  usually 
effect  a  cure,  but  it  is  applied  until  it  will  no  longer  stick, 
when  it  is  presumed  a  cure  is  effected. 

The  history  and  composition  of  these  mad  stones  are 
subjects  of  deep  interest  to  medical  readers.  Of  their  com- 
position only  two  things  have  been  known — eminent  geolo- 
gists have  pronounced  them  to  be  a  manufactured  article 
of  infusorial  silica  and  animal  carbon,  cemented  together  by 
some  unknown  process ;  nobody  who  knows  their  history 
doubts  what  the  cement  was  that  was  used. 

The  history  of  the  mad  stones  found  in  the  United  States 
is  that  they  were  obtained  from  the  Gypsies  in  Great  Britain. 
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The  Gypsies  entered  Great  Britain  about  the  middle  of  the 
iifteenth  century.  Linguists  say  their  language  shows  them 
to  be  from  Hindostan.  When  they  came  they  brought 
with  them  the  mad  stone,  the  elixir  of  youth,  the  syphilis, 
and  the  tricks  of  witchcraft,  and  the  history  of  the  times  is 
that  they  worked  the  Britishers  for  all  they  were  worth. 

In  medical  works  written  in  the  seventeenth  century,  fre- 
quent reference  is  made  to  their  medical  practice.  They 
had  two  great  remedies;  one  was  the  mad  stone,  the  other 
ivas  an  unguent  ;  with  either  one  or  the  othei  of  these  two 
they  performed  cures  that  astonished  the  natives.  In  Great 
Britain  goitre  is  very  prevalent, — it  is  there  called  Derby- 
shire neck — their  unguent  was  a  specific  for  that  disease. 

What  is  found  in  medical  works  written  in  the  seven- 
teenth and  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  is  all  that 
can  be  found  written  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  language  on  the 
subject,  but  the  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Italian,  Arabic  and 
other  languages  are  full  of  references  to  it.  Inasmuch  as 
the  Bible  and  Josephus  are  considered  authentic  and  reliable, 
and  are  easy  of  access,  I  will  refer  the  reader  to  what  is  said 
in  them  on  the  subject. 

That  the  virtue  of  the  mad  stone  consists  of  an  infection 
is  something  no  scientific  or  learned  man  doul)ts,  the  mys- 
tery is  where  does  it  come  from,  and  why  has  it  always 
been  kept  a  profound  mystery  or  secret,  known  only  to  a 
few.  The  answer  to  this  last  question  will  be  readily  under- 
stood when  the  Drei  is  once  written  up  in  njcdical  journals, 
and  not  before.  What  gives  the  subject  paramount  impor- 
tance to-day  is,  we  want  a  cure  for  leprosy  and  yellow 
fever.  The  State  of  Vera  Cruz  in  Mexico  has  offered  a 
reward  of  $100,000  for  a  cure  for  yellow  fever.  The  njan 
who  secures  that  reward  gets  something  besides  glory.  The 
better  class  of  the  American  people  will  favor  our  govern- 
ment rewarding  the  discovery  of  a  cure  for  leprosy. 

The  history  of  this  infection  dates  back  to  the  garden  of 
Eden,  where  it  is  called  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good 
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and  evil,  and  it  is  most  emphatically  the  forbidden  fruit 
to-day,  and  has  been  forbidden  knowledge  for  over  three 
thousand  years,  and  yet  it  was  the  sure  word  of  prophecy 
that  it  was  to  be  discovered  and  become  popular  knowledge. 
Moses  gave  a  law  (see  Exodus  xxii,  18),  Thou  shalt  not 
suffer  a  witch  to  live.  Saul,  the  first  king  of  Israel,  was 
the  first  civil  ruler  who  tried  to  enforce  this  law,  and  from 
that  time,  down  to  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  con- 
flicts between  the  witches  and  civil  authority  were  very  fre- 
quent. Usually  the  civil  authorities  came  out  second  best, 
but  when  Decius  Mundi  played  off  on  Paulina,  and  made 
her  believe  he  was  the  god  Anubi8,the  old  emperor  Tiberius 
ordered  all  concerned  to  be  crucified,  and  Ida  with  the  rest. 
But  from  A.  D.  900  up  to  1600  they  just  laughed  at  the 
civil  authorities,  and  the  numerous  murders  with  the  Aqua 
Toffano  seem  almost  incredible — sound  more  like  romance 
and  fiction  than  kuthentic  history  For  500  years,  at  Rome 
and  throughout  Italy,  Portugal  and  Spain,  when  a  woman 
got  tired  of  her  husband,  there  w^as  no  **  fooling,"  a  la 
Chicago  divorce  court,  she  just  applied  to  a  witch,  who  sent 
him  to  his  home  over  there.  And,  absurd  and  unreasonable 
as  it  may  appear,  whenever  the  dynamiters  and  Nihilists  get 
the  secret  of  the  Aqua  Tofano,  they  will  clean  out  royalty. 

Now,  there  would  have  been  nothing  very  strange  about 
all  this,  if  the  world  generally  had  regarded  the  effects  of 
the  Drei  as  the  effects  of  an  infection,  but,  instead  of  that, 
999  out  of  the  1,000  believed  it  was  the  Devil.  When  the 
Gypsy  applied  the  mad  stone  he  went  over  a  form  of  words 
that  might  readily  be  mistaken  for  a  Hindoo  paraphrase  of 
the  litany — the  same  when  they  applied  their  unguent.  A 
set  of  unbelievers  stole  their  mad  stones,  and  they  had  all 
their  former  virtues  intact  without  the  litany. 

The  translators  of  our  common  version  of  the  Bible  were 
believers  in  witchcraft,  believers  in  the  Devil,  and  the  con- 
se(j[uence  was  that  they  made  terrific  witch  stories  out  of 
what  would  be  very  interesting  history  if  we  had  a  correct 
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transUitioii.  But  the  Bible  is  emphatic  and  positive  on  the 
point  that  the  Jewish  priest  made  the  leper  clean  ;  it  is  em- 
phatic and  positive  on  the  point  that  Leah  ate  the  mandrakes 
and  was  again  fruitful ;  it  is  emphatic  and  positive  on  the 
point  (see  Numbers  v,  11-31)  that  something  the  priest 
gave  the  woman  to  drink  either  made  the  woman  fruitful  or 
gave  her  the  syphilis.  Now,  the  existence  of  the  mad  stone, 
and  all  that  is  written  in  ancient  history,  both  saci'ed  and 
profane,  amounts  to  just  this  :  There  is  a  cure  for  hydro* 
phobia  in  existence,  who  can  find  it?  There  is  a  cure  for 
leprosy  in  existence,  who  can  find  it?  The  same  is  true  of 
goitre,  profuse  menstruation  that  causes  barrenness  and 
some  other  diseases.  They  have  been  Cured,  and  they  were 
cured  by  the  Drei,  and  nothing  else. 

The  discovery  of  encysted  venoms  paved  the  way  for  this 
discovery — that  venoms  made  infections  is  a  fact  that  can- 
not be  successfully  contradicted.  The  Drei  is  a  venom. 
The  naturalist  who  is  bright  enough  and  sharp  enough  to 
find  out  what  animal  Moses  was  carrying  when  the  Lord 
appeared  to  him  in  Mount  Sinai,  can  find  the  Drei.  Some 
of  the  personal  friends  of  B.  Achelor,  and  they  comprise 
the  best  talent  and  ability  in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  are 
going  to  experiment  with  the  Drei  the  coming  year.  In 
this  world  there  is  nothing  succeeds  like  success,  but  to 
have  success  we  must  proceed  slowly  and  cautiously.  I 
think  the  better  class  of  American  people  will  be  glad  to  see 
a  cure  for  leprosy  a  success. 


SANTONINE. 

J.     BERGER,     M.     D. 

I  have  chosen  the  above  title  for  the  subject  of  a  few 
remarks,  from  the  belief  that  physicians  in  general  do  not 
attach  near  the  importance  to  santonine  that  the  remedy  is 
entitled  to.     With  a  vast  majority  of  physicians  santonine 
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is  only  used  as  a  vermifuge.  While  I  do  not  deny  that  it  is 
possessed  with  feeble  "vermifuge"  powers,  I  do  say  that  it 
gives  less  positive  results  as  a  remedy  in  worms  than  for 
any  other  diseased  condition  in  which  it  is  indicated.  Saii- 
tonine  has  lieen  a  "standard"  remedy  with  me  for  thirteen 
years.  I  have  given  it  hundreds -of  times  during  that 
period,  and  have  never  had  any  bad  results  from  its  use.  It 
is  claimed  by  some  that  it  will  cause  convulsions,  deranged 
vision,  etc.  With  mV  use  of  it  I  have  never  observed  any 
of  these  untow^ard  effects.  Tt  is  as  a  remedy  in  diseases  of 
the  urinary  ()rgans  that  it  is  especially  indicated.  But  more 
especially  as  a  remedy  in  suppression  of  urine.  The  first 
case  in  which  I  used  santonine  for  suppresvsion  was  in  1871. 
The  suppression  was  complete,  no  urine  had  been  voided 
for  thirty  hours.  Uremic  coma  had  supervened  ;.the  case 
seemed  hopeless.  Everything  had  been  done  that  the  books 
and  teachers  recommend  for  suppression,  had  even  pro- 
cured some  apis  mel  and  given  a  strong  infusion,  but  all  to 
no  purpose.  At  last  I  concluded  to  try  santonine,  from  its 
known  influence  over  the  urinary  organs.  T  rubbed  up  ten 
grains  of  it  with  a  small  amount  of  sugar,  and  divided  into 
ten  powders,  and  ordered  one  to  be  given  every  four  hours. 
In  ei«:ht  hours  from  the  time  the  first  dose  was  ffiVen  the 
secretion  of  urine  was  re-established.  Urine  was  passed 
freely,  in  which  was  a  great  deal  of  urate  of  ammonia, 
which  had  collected  in  the  bladder  while  it  was  empty.  I 
have  since  used  santonine  in  a  great  many  cases  of  sup- 
pression of  urine,  and  always  with  satisfactory  results.  I 
have  also  used  it  in  several  cases  of  urethritis,  with  entire 
satisfaction.  It  is  equtjly  eflScacious  in  male  or  female.  It 
is  equally  as  good  a  remedy  for  suppression  of  urine, 
especially  among  children.  It  is  also  the  best  remedy  for 
enuresis. 

Every  physician  that  becomes  fully  acquainted  with  the 
therapeutic  effects  of  santonine  will  ever  after  give  it  place 
in  his  pocket  case.     Although   it  will   not   be   indicated  as 
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often  as  boine  other  remedies,  yet  it  will  be  sufficiently  often 
to  give  it  a  place  in  the  pocket  case.  It  should  always  be 
given  thoroughly  triturated  with  sugar,  or  of  sugar  of  milk. 
Oak  Valley,  Kansas. 


PROCREATION. 

W.  J.  ATKINSON,  M.  D. 


That  mysterious  something  we  call  Life  evidently  resides 
in  the  power  of  the  male,  so  far  as  the  procreation  is  con- 
cerned. The  female  is  only  the  soil,  as  it  were,  in  which 
the  life  germ  is  deposited  for  development.  It  appears 
from  nature  that  man,  or  the  male  principle,  holds  the  germ 
of  life,  and  that  it  is  handed  down,  or  given  off,  by  an 
efifoit  of  the  will.  Under  proper  conditions  it  grows,  other- 
wise it  dies.  The  creative  power  is  decidedly  masculine. 
It  is  true  that  without  the  female  life  cannot  be  fully  de- 
veloped, but  that  life  is  not  dependent  upon  the  female. 
The  female  is  only  the  condition  that  makes  it  possible  for 
that  life  to  manifest  to  the  world.  That  condition  is  only 
the  servant  of  that  power,  and  dependent  upon  it  for  its 
existence.  Life  is  a  unit^  but  has  many  manifestations. 
Physiology  is  the  science  that  treats  of  the  manifestations 
or  functions  of  life.  Whi^t  does  physiology  know  of  the 
functions  of  life?  Only  such  facts  as  experience  has  dis- 
covered. 

We  know  that  an  egg  that  has  never  received  the  life 
fferm  from  the  cock  bird  will  not  hatch.  If  it  has  received 
such  connection  it  has  the  power  to  do  so.  But  the  ques- 
tion I  wish  to  direct  to  physiologists  is,  How  maliy  eggs 
will  be  impregnated  by  a  single  tread  of  the  cock?  There 
is  a  turkey  hen  in  this  neighborhood  that  was  taken  to  the 
cock  ;  he  tread  her  once,  when  she  ran  off  and  returned 
home.  She  did  not  see  another  gobbler  that  season,  but 
she  laid  out  that  litter  of  eggs,  went  to  setting,  and  hatched 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


254  gT.    LOUIS    MKDICAL   JOURNAL; 

all.  Is  that  the  general  physiological  law?  I  had  not  sup- 
posed it  to  be  so.  If  such  be  the  geneml  fact  or  rule,  there 
are  a  great  many  useless  cocks  kept  on  the  farnis  of  our  hus- 
bandmen. Who  will  give  us  more  light  upon  that  subject? 
Mouiteau,  Mo.,  May  12, 1884. 


TRACTICAL  THERAPEUTICS. 

L.  H.  WASHINGTON,  M.  D. 


RINGWORM. 

Two  or  three  applications  of  the  following,  at  intervals 
of  eight  or  ten  days,  will  frequently  effect  a  cure : 

B  Iodine ...3,     ij  ; 

Kerosene   Oil 3-.      J- 

Mr     To  be  applied  with  a  firm  brush. 

Dr.  R.  W.  Taylor  reports  the  best  results  from  a  paint 
composed  of  tincture  of  myrrh,  with  four  grains  of  corro- 
sive sublimate  to  the  ounce. 

Tincture  chloride  of  iron  applied  with  a  brush  or  mop 
two  or  three  times  a  day  for  a  few  days,  then  once  a  day, 
seldom  fails  to  cure  ringworm,  and  is  safer  than  most  appli- 
cations. 

Into  an  ounce  of  water  throw  more  sulphate  of  copper 
than  it  will  dissolve,  and  touch  the  parts  with  this  solution 
several  times  a  day. 

Strong  acetic  acid  used  as  a  lotion  will  often  cure  ring- 
worm of  the  scalp. 

In  the  different  forms  of  ringworm,  and  in  that  trouble- 
some form  of  the  disease  which  affects  the  scrotum  and  the 
inner  side  of  the  upper  part  of  the  thighs,  the  application  of 
boracic  acid  acts  like  a  charm.  A  solution  of  a  drachm  of 
the  acid  to  an  ounce  of  water,  or  as  much  as  the  water  at  an 
ordinary  temperature  will  take  up,  is  employed.  The  affec- 
ted parts  should  be  well  bathed  in  the  solution  twice  daily, 
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some  little  friction  being  used,  and  the  solution  allowed  to 
dry  on  the  part. — Surg.-Maj.  Watson. 

'  In  ringworm  of  the  scalp,  whatever  lotion  is  used  should 
be  well  rubbed  in,  so  as  to  enter  the  hair  tubes,  otherwise 
It  will  be  of  no  avaiU 

STYE, 

If  the  stye  should  be  very  painful  and  inflamed,  a  small 
warm  poultice  of  linseed  meal,  or  bread  and  milk,  should  be 
laid  over  it,  and  renewed  every  five  or  six  hours,  and  the 
b<iwels  acted  upon  by  purgative  draughts.  When  the  stye^ 
appears  ripe  it  should  be  opened,  and  a  little  of  the  follow* 
in«:  ointment  may  be  smeared  over  it  twice  a  day : 

B  Spermaceti 3,    v j  ; 

White  Wax 3,     ij ; 

Olive  Oil 3,    iij.    M. 

Sometimes  a  stye  may  be  cured  by  dipping  a  feather  in 
the  white  of  an  egg  and  passing  the  feather  lightly  over  the 
inflamed  surface. 

As  a  means  of  * 'backing"  a  stye,  Dr.  J.  P,  McGee  used 
to  advantasce  the  followinor: 

B  Fluid  Extract  Belladonna drops,  iij ; 

Pure  Water 3,  ij. 

M.     Sig. — A  teaspoonful  everj'  hour. 

Dr.  L.  Fitzpatrick  writes  to  the  Lancet  that  he  has  never 
seen  a  single  instance  in  which  the  stye  continued  to  de- 
velop after  the  following  treatment  had  been  resorted  to  : 
The  lids  should  be  held  apart  by  the  thumb  and  index  finger, 
or  a  lid  retractor  if  such  be  at  hand,  while  the  tincture  of 
iodine  is  painted  over  the  inflamed  papillae  with  a  fine  cam- 
el's hair  brush.  The  lids  should  not  be  allowed  to  come  in 
contact  until  the  part  touched  is  dry.  A  few  such  applica- 
tions in  the  twenty-four  hours  are  sufficient. 
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SELECxionsrs- 


FOOD  AND  DRUG  ADULTERATION. 

[Speech  of  Hon.  Wharton  J.  Green,  U.  S.  Hou^e  of  Repre»eutatives,  April  21, 

1884.J 

Mr.  Speaker  ;  It  is  i\  political  axiom  that  the  obligation?* 
of  government  and  governed  are  correlative  or  reciprocal ; 
protection  being  the  duty  of  the  first,  support  of  the  last. 
Protection  is  the  end  and  aim  of  all  goveinment,  be  it  pat- 
riarchal, monarchal,  aristocratic  or  democratic;  be  it  abso- 
lute or  constitutional.  For  that  end,  primarily,  is  all  gov- 
ernment devised  Against  foreign  foe  and  domestic  force, 
a«:ainst  invasion  from  without  and  mob  violence  within, 
against  open  assault  and  covert  design  ;  to  that  extent,  at 
least,  will  all  concede  that  the  government  is  bound  to  the 
governed.  In  return  therefor  the  protected  class,  the  mass, 
the  people,  yield  obedience  and  support  ;  in  war  their  per- 
sonal  prowess  to  resist  aggression,  in  peace  and  war  the 
requisite  percentage  of  their  goods  and  chattels  or  3'early 
accretions,  in  one  way  or  another,  to  maintain  the  organism 
so  established.  Admit  the  predicate,  and  none  dare  gain- 
say it,  and  the  questions  naturally  arises,  Where  do  the  pro- 
tective functions  of  government  cease  ?  Are  these  exhausted 
when  armed  invading  columns  are  beaten  back,  or  mobs  dis- 
persed, 01  murderers,  ravishers,  burglars,  house  burners, 
and  the  like,  caught  and  punished?  These,  undoubtedly, 
are  the  most  palpable  and  glaring  duties  of  the  agent  or 
factor  known  as  the  Government.  The  right  of  demand, 
however,  ceases  not  here.  Immunity  from  the  depredations 
of  law  breakers  of  every  sort  and  designation  is,  at  least, 
their  implied  right,  by  terms  of  ''original  compact." 

I  purpose  to  push  the  claim  advanced  to  its  legitimate 
conclusion,  and  to  aiTaign  the  counterfeiters  and  adultera- 
tors of  meat,  drink  and  medicine  as  one  of  the  most  crimi- 
nal of  the  criminal  classes,  and,  hence,  meet  and  fitting  one 
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for  the  eye  of  the  hiw  and  the  heavy  hand  of  the  hiw.  If 
the  proposition  is,  as  I  maintain,  self-evident,  then,  I  re- 
peat, the  people  have  the  right  to  demand  protection  against 
their  nefanous  practices,  covert,  cowardly  and  false,  no 
less  than  from  predatory  bands  on  land  and  sea,  against 
bandit  or  pirate. 

Does  not  well  authenticated  sus|)icion,  almost  tantamount 
to  proof,  if  circumstantial  evidence  is  ever  proof,  justify 
the  sweeping  allegation  which  will  follow?  if  not,  and  I 
fail  to  make  it  so  ai)pear,  then  set  me  down  as  slanderer, 
and  the  objects  of  my  anathema  as  spotless  lambs,  most  un- 
justly and  unrighteously  arraigned. 

Now  for  the  premise  of  what  I  propose  to  prove,  under 
penalty,  to  the  extent  to  which  it  is  here  susceptible  of 
proof.  If  concurrent  testimony  and  widespread  accusation 
through  the  public  prints  be  not  the  offspring  of  i)ure  dia- 
bolism ;  if  chemical  analysis  be  not  a  snare  ;  and  if  dire 
effects,  traceable  to  sinister  causes,  be  not  a  delusion,  I 
charge  and  maintain  that  the  w^hole  field  of  dietetics  and 
medicinals,  of  articles  that  we  daily  eat  and  drink  and  take 
as  doctor's  stuff,  teems  with  adulteration,  noxious  or  innox- 
ious, as  the  case  may  be,  but  hurtful  as  a  rule. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  be  so,  it  surely  ai)i)crtains  to  us  to 
inquire  into  the  evil  and  remedy  to  devise.  If,  in  spite  of 
universal  attaint,  it  be  not  so,  it  is  due  to  the  manufacturer, 
compounder  and  consumer  alike,  that  the  negative  be 
authoritatively  established. 

The  unfortunate  whelp  that  has  the  cry  of  *'  mad  dog" 
raised  at  his  heels  might  as  well  be  dead  ;  and  he  who  is 
bitten  by  such  a  one  had  better  be,  even  though  the  poor 
cur  l>e  innocent  of  the  charge.  Abstract  justice  would  en- 
join that  hydrophobia  be  established  or  disproved  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  dog  and  man  alike.  A  like  regard  for 
justice  would  enjoin  that  his  brother  cur  of  our  conforma- 
tion, and  purveyor  of  our  diet,  who  is  pointed  at  as  a  pois- 
oner, should  have  like  opportunity  to  establish  innocence. 
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It  is  your  right,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  mine,  as  his  alleged  vic- 
tims, that  he  be  required  to  do  it. 

Yes,  sir  ;  metaphor  aside,  if  cause  there  be  for  this  whole- 
sale arraignment,  and  cause  for  one  I  think  there  be,  it  is 
your  right  and  mine,  and  that  of  every  man  who  voted  for 
and  against  us,  to  have  the  thing  inquired  into.  If  the 
charge  be  established  against  manufacturer  or  compounder 
of  killing  off  innocent  people  by  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  by  slow  process  and  homoeopathic  doses,  wherein 
has  he  the  advantage  over  his  brother  scoundrel,  who  pre- 
fers active  agencies  and  larger  measure  to  remove  some 
hated  rival  or  ambitious  foe,  as  did  the  Borgias  and  others 
of  the  vile  accursed  class,  through  the  medium  of  bella- 
donna, of  arsenic,  or  of  ratsbane? 

For  one,  I  hold  the  last  less  culpable.  They  killed  by 
units,  these  by  thousands.  Better,  a  thousand  times  better, 
the  allopathic  dose  administered  by  a  Madame  Brinvilliers, 
to  the  graduated  modicums  of  the  abominable  drugs  which 
enter  into  our  daily  food,  and  protract  the  life  in  misery  of 
the  victims  b}^  thousands,  as  said,  through  one  or  two  or 
twenty  years,  as  may  be. 

We  will  probably  be  met  at  the  threshold  of  investigation 
by  the  hackneyed  cry  of  "sumptuary  laws."  Sir,  no  one 
holds  in  utter  detestation  laws  of  the  class  named  more  than 
I.  But  why,  I  demand,  should  those  against  slow,  insidious 
poisoning  be  so  classed  more  than  the  others,  aimed  against 
the  deadly  drugs  when  given  for  sinister  and  specific 
object? 

Yes,  sir;  I  go  further  and  maintain  that  it  is  within  our 
province  to  prevent  the  admixture  of  spurious,  base  or  bad 
ingredients  in  our  daily  food,  and  have  it  palmed  oif  upon 
an  unsuspecting  world  as  a  better  article,  even  if  harmless 
in  effect. 

If  it  is  our  right,  then  when  poison  enters,  it  fol- 
lows, as  the  night  the  day,  it  is  our  duty.  Sir,  the  vile 
practice  of  adulteration  engendered  by  sordid  greed  of  gain 
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is,  I  repeat,  now  no  universal  and  widespread  that  it  is  the 
merest  chance,  be  your  grocer  who  he  may,  that  you  can 
obtain  any  genuine  edible  article,  if  diabolic  science  will  per- 
mit it  to  be  counterfeited  to  advantage.  Sugar,  flour,  sirups, 
baking  powders,  pepper,  spices,  brandy,  whiskey,  vinegar, 
wines,  teas,  pickles,  preserves,  ground  coffee,  canned  goods,  ^ 
mustard,  lard,  butter,  table  oil,  curry,  and  a  host  of  other 
articles  of  every-day  life  too  numerous  to  mention,  all  fall  to 
a  considerable  extent  under  my  sweeping  accusation  aifd  de- 
sired interdict.  We  buy  them  knowing  that  they  are  prob- 
ably spurious.  (  To  he  continued,) 


EXHUMATION    AND    EXAMINATION    OF    A    BODY 
WHICH  HAD  BEEN  BURIED  TEN  MONTHS. 

FREDERICK    WALTER    LOWNDES,  M.  R.  C.  S.  ENG. 

On  November  16,  1883,  I  attended  at  Ford  Cemetery, 
near  Liverpool,  at  the  request  of  the  police  authorities,  to 
witness  the  exhumation  and  to  examine  the  body  of  Marga- 
ret Jennings,  who  had  died  ten  months  previously  under 
circumstances  suggestive  of  her  having  been  poisoned  by 
some  irritant,  most  probably  arsenic.  The  cemetery  is  sit- 
uated four  miles  from  Liverpool,  and  is  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  Roman  Catholics.  On  my  arrival,  shortly  before 
y  a.  in.,  I  was  conducted  to  the  public  portion,  which  stands 
higher  than  the  other  part  of  the  cemetery,  is  formed  of 
sand  mixed  with  clay,  and  appeared  dry  and  well  suited  for 
irs  purpose.  I  was  shown  a  grave  which  had  been  just 
opened,  and  from  two  bodies  had  been  already  removed* 
A  coffin  was  lying  at  the  bottom,  from  which  a  plate  had 
been  removed;  it  bore  the  inscription  ''Margaret  Jennings, 
died  25th  January,  18H8,  aged  18  years."  The  coffin  was 
a  pine  oiie  and  perfectly  intact;  it  and  the  coffin  plate  were 
identified  by  the  man  who  made  them  and  conducted  ihc 
funeral.     The  death  had  taken   j)lace  within  tiie  jurisdiction 
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of  the  coroner  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  Clarke  Aspinall),  and  a.s 
the  cenietery  vvas  in  the  district  of  the  county  coroner,  the 
hite  Mr.  Barker,  it  was  arranged  b}  both  gentlemen  that 
permission  should  be  obtained  from  the  H(mie  Secretary  to 
remove  the  body  to  Liverpool.  The  coffin  \va.«  accordingly 
removed  to  the  Prince's  Dock  dead-house,  and  opened  there 
in  my  presence.  The  grave  clothes  were  entire,  but  much 
soiled  by  decomposition,  and  there  was  some  effluvium  at 
first.  The  face  was  much  discolored,  the  hair  loosening 
from  the  scalp,  the  eyes  and  part  of  the  nose  had  been  de- 
stroyed, the  teeth  were  loosening,  the  outer  skin  was  peeling 
off,  but  the  nails  on  the  fingers  and  toes  were  firmly  adher- 
ent. The  body  was  identified  in  my  presence  as  that  of 
Margaret  Jennings  by  her  father  and  a  female  friend.  On 
removing  the  clothes  I  found  the  surface  much  discolored, 
the  outer  skin  came  away  with  the  clothes,  the  thoracic  and 
abdominal  parietes  remained  intact.  The  body  was  that  of 
a  female  above  the  age  of  puberty,  of  rather  short  stature 
but  well  developed.  There  was  a  considerable  quantity  of 
fat  in  the  walls  of  the  chest  and  abdomen.  In  the  chest  1 
found  the  lungs  much  decomposed,  they  were  quite  col- 
lapsed and  broken  down  ;  the  heart  was  softened,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  form  any  idea  of  the  condition  of  it  or  the 
lungs  at  the  time  of  death.  In  the  abdomen  the  stomach 
and  duodenum  were  somewhat  softened  and  were  empty. 
There  was  a  greasy  appearance  all  over  the  viscera,  which 
reminded  me  rather  of  the  dissecting  room,  and  which  I 
have  seen  described  somewhere  as  characteristic  of  arsenical 
poisoning,  though  I  cannot  give  the  reference.  There  was 
also  a  yellowish  tinge  about  some  of  the  large  intestines.  I 
removed  the  whole  of  the  abdominal  and  pelvic  viscera  into 
five  glass-stoppered,  wide-mouthed  bottles,  as  follows: 
1.  Stomach  and  duodenum.  2.  A  large  portion  of  the 
liver  (three-fourths),  spleen  and  left  kidney.  3,  The  large 
intestines  except  the  rectum.  4.  The  small  intestines  ex- 
cept the  duodenum.      5.     The  rectum,  bladder  and  uterus. 
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The  bottles  were  all  covered  with  skin  leather,  well  secured, 
and  sealed  with  two  private  seals.  I  opened  the  head  and 
found  the  brain  in  a  liquid  state ;  the  spinal  cord  at  its 
upper  part  was  well  preserved.  On  examininir  the  viscera 
more  minutely  with  Mr.  Edward  Davies  at  the  Koyal  Insti- 
tution Laboratory,  some  days  after,  1  found  the  stomach 
and  duodenum  of  a  dark  red  color  internally,  the  small  and 
large  intestines  presented  reddened  patches  at  different 
pails  ;  excepting  a  small  portion  of  faecal  matter  in  the  large 
intestine,  they  and  the  rest  of  the  intestinal  canal  were 
empty.  Mr.  Davies  found  arsenic  in  the  stomach  and  duo- 
denum, liver  and  kidney.  Subsequently,  in  conjunct icm 
with  Dr.  Campbell  Brown,  he  found  arsenic  in  the  spleen 
and  in  the  small  intestines,  and  it  was  estimated  by  them 
that  the  whole  quantity  present  in  the  viscera  was  equivalent 
to  a  quarter  of  a  grain. 

The  deceased  was  attended  shortly  before  her  death  by 
Mr.  Rafter,  who  found  her  suffering  from  an  attack  of 
pneun:ionia.  He  was  surprised  at  the  death,  which  was  un- 
expected by  him  ;  he  certified  it  as  due  to  pneumonia.  It 
was  carefully  concealed  from  him  that  tlie  deceased  suffered 
from  vomiting,  purging  and  intense  pain  in  the  abdominal 
region.  Mr.  Rafter  expressed  his  opinion,  after  hearing  all 
the  evidence,  that  the  deceased  had  died  from  poisoning  by 
arsenic* — Lancet, 


A  Curious  Case  is  related  in  the  British  Medical  Journal, 
Several  days  after  a  woman's  burial  it  was  concluded  to 
hold  a  post-mortem.  While  opening  the  lid,  the  coffin 
burst  with  a  loud  noise,  one  of  the  boards  striking  the  police 
inspector,  and  knocking  him  down.  Dr.  McDonald,  the 
medical  officer  in  attendance,  fainted,  and  remained  uncon- 
scious for  some  time,  and  has  since  died.  Another  physi- 
cian who  was  present  is  lying  seriously  ill. —  Weekly  Medi- 
cal Review, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2(\'2  ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL   JOURNAL. 

EXTRAORDINARY  FOREKiN  BODIES  IN  THE  NOSE. 

Mr.  Rutshtoii  Parker,  before  the  Liverpool  Medical  Insti- 
tution, March  13,  showed  a  gun  breech  and  bolt  removed 
from  the  nose  after  five  years.  The  patient  was  a  Wel^h 
farmer,  aged  twenty-six,  who  was  brought  to  him  suffering 
from  a  fetid  discharge  from  the  nostrils  and  from  the  upper 
jaw  inside  the  lip,  with  the  historj'^  of  a  gun  accident  live 
years  previously.  The  discharge  was  supp«)sed  to  proceed 
from  a  necrosed  bone,  and  Mr.  Parker  at  once  made  arrange- 
ments for  removing  the  diseased  portions,  the  patient  taking 
lodgings  in  Liverpool  for  the  purpose.  In  order  to  av<iid 
disfiguration,  the  opening  between  the  lip  and  jaw  was  en- 
larged, and,  after  considerable  violent  traction,  alr)ose  body 
was  removed,  which  proved  to  be  a  breech  and  bolt  of  a  sin- 
gle barreled  fowling  piece,  which  had  remained  imbedded 
ever  since  the  gun  accident  five  years  before.  The  bleeding 
was  profuse,  but  was  allayed  by  hot  water.  The  weight  of 
the  metal  removed  was  three  and  a  half  ounces,  and  the 
length  about  two  and  a  half  inches.  He  mentioned  that  a 
somewhat  similar  case  had  been  noted  by  Mr.  Lawson.  He 
then  showed  some  specimens  of  comparative  pathology,  and 
afterward  a  simple  mammary  cyst  that  was  of  interest  clini- 
cally, as  it  was  almost  solid,  and  so  hard  as  to  be  scarcely 
distinguishable  before  removal  from  cancer. — Med.  Preit^. 


A  PECULIAR  CASE. 


The  Medical  Record  tells  us  that  Prof.  Porro  reccMitly 
performed  an  operation  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  deter- 
mine the  sex.  The  individual  recjuiring  such  unique  inter- 
ference was  pseudohermaphrodite,  aged  twenty-two,  had 
been  brought  up  as  a  female,  although  all  her  (his)  tasks 
had  been  masculine.  The  face  and  chest  were  like  those  of 
a  nnin,  although  the  breasts  were  considerably  developed. 
There  was  a  vulva,  with  a  well  developed  clitoris,  labia,  and 
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ji  short  vagina ;  no  penis,  no  prostate,  and  no  uterus.  At 
the  summit  of  what  corresponded  with  the  labia  inajora, 
near  the  inguinal  region,  two  round  bodies  could  be  felt, 
which  on  pressure  gave  pain.  The  question  was.  Were  they 
ovaries  or  testicles?  Prof.  Porro  cut  down  on  the  right 
side  and  found  that  the  body  was  a  testicle,  with  epididymis 
and  spermatic  cord  attached.  The  wound  was  closed  up, 
the  patient  pronounced  a  man,  and  sent  forth  enchanted 
with  his  new  status  in  society. 


DIET  IN  DIABETES. 

Prof.  Wm.  Pepper,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
recommends  the  following  bill  of  fare  in  glycosuria,  to  be 
replaced  in  certain  cases  by  a  skimmed  milk  diet : 

Breakfast — A  cup  of  tea,  without  milk  or  sugar,  but  with 
a  sliced  lemon  in  it,  according  to  the  Russian  fashion ;  a 
couple  of  soft-boiled  eggs,  broiled  chops,  beefsteak  or  tish  ; 
oysters  must  be  excluded,  as  the  liver,  which  makes  up  the 
chief  bulk  of  the  oyster,  contains  sugar  ;  with  these  may  be 
eaten  some  vegetable,  as  a  raw  tomato,  a  raw  onion  with 
vinegar,  and  a  slice  of  gluten  bread,  or  a  couple  of  glut(M) 
biscuits. 

Between  breakfast  and  dinner  a  little  cream,  with  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  old  rum  or  whiskey. 

Dinner — Meat,  green  vegetables,  string  beans,  tomatoes, 
cauliflower,  onion,  lettuce  (the  latter  contains  a  little  sugar, 
but  not  enough  to  do  any  harm),  and  again  gluten  bread. 

The  evening  meal  is  similar  to  the  breakfast.  -Med,  Rec. 


RECEIPTS. 


ARNICA    JELLY. 

Starch 280  grains 

Glycerine       4  ounces 

Water 1   ounce 

Mix;    heat  to  240^^,  or  until  the  starch  grains  break  and  the 
mass  appears  transpaient.      When  nearly  cool   add  tincture 
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arnica  one-half  ounce,  with  oi^r().se  and  red  coloring  to  suit. 
An  excellent  preparation  for  chapped  hands,  face,  etc. 

ADHE8IVE    WAX    FOR   BOTTLE    CORKS. 

Resin 4  ounces 

Lai'd  and  Yellow  Wax,  of  each 2  ounces 

Melt  and  strain  ;    dip  the  corks  and  neck  of  bottle  while 
warm,  and  let  cool. 

AQUARIUM    CEMENT. 

Dry  Venetian  Red 12  ounces 

Dry  Carbonate  of  Iron 4  ounces 

Dr}'  Black  Oxide  of  Manganese,  pure 2  ounces 

Beat  into  a  thick  mass  or  putty,  with  boiled  linseed  oil. 

BAKING   POWDER. 

Acid  Tartaric 9  ounces 

Bicarbonate   Soda 12  ounces 

Sifted  Flour 3  pounds 

Mix  thoroughly  ;.use  in  same  quantity  as  ordinary  powder. 

GALVANIC  BATTERY  FLUID. 

Sulphuric  Acid 5  ounces 

Water 3  pints 

Mix,  and  when  cool. add  pulverized  bichromate  of  potassium 
six  ounces,  and  solve. 

WATERPROOF    BLACKING. 

Castile  Soap 8  ounces 

Beeswax 8  ounces 

Neatsfoot  Oil 1    pound 

Ivory  Black h    ounce 

Indigo i    ounce 

Tragacanth 2  ounces 

Alcohol 4  ounces 

Water 5  ounces 

Mix,  w^ith  heat  and  constant  stirring,  until  cool. 

BAY    RUM.       ARTIFICIAL. 

Oil  Bay  Leaves 3  drachms 

Oil   Cloves 5  minims 

Powdered  Mace ^ 5  grains 

Alcohol 1  pint 

Water 3  pints 
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Mix  the  oils  vvith  magnesia  one-half  ounce ;  gradually  add 
the  mixture  of  alcohol  and  water,  then  stir  in  the  powdered 
mace,  and  filter.  Slightly  warming  the  water  improves  the 
strength,  70^  to  80°  being  sufficient. 

BLEACHED    IODINE. 

Tincture  Iodine 3  ounces 

Glycerine 3  ounces 

Mix ;  to  this  add  one  drachm  of  dried  sulphite  of  soda,  and 
mix  in  a  mortar. 

BURN    OINTMENT    UNEXCELLED. 

Lead  Plaster 6  ounces 

Spirit  Turpentine  and  Linseed  Oil,  of  each  li  ounces 
Oil  Origanum  pure  and  Tine.  Opium,  of  each  .6  dra'ms 
Glycerine 4  dra'ms 

Melt  the  lead  plaster,  then  add  the  other  ingredients,  and 
stir  till  cool.  .For  ulcerated  condition  of  wounds,  add  to 
above  amount  one-half  drachm  acid  carbolic.  Apply  to 
burns,  scalds,  etc.,  by  spreading  on  cotton  batting  or  cloth 
to  the  thickness  of  one-eighth  inch,  renewing  as  often  as 
ointment  becomes  dry,  then  scraping  off  only  the  upper 
layer  and  adding  fresh  ointment.  No  other  treatment  is 
needed  until  the  wound  is  fully  healed,  after  which  no  scars 
will  be  left,  and  immediate  relief  is  given. — Pharmacist  and 
Chemist, 


Despres:  Extirpation  of  the  Tonsils. — {Arch,  f, 
Kiuderh.,  B.  V.  H.  3  and  4.)  The  cause  of  hypertfophied 
tonsils,  which  are  met  with  so  fre<juently  in  the  period  of 
childhood,  is  referred  by  the  author  to  the  various  diatheses. 
He  also  remarks  the  concurrence  of  hypertrophied  tonsils 
with  diarrha»a  during  the  period  of  weaning.  The  harmful 
effects  of  this  condition  upon  the  respiratory  function  have 
suggested  scarification,  cauterization,  local  medication  and 
varir)us  other  means   of  treatment,  all  of  which  are  usually 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2(>b'  ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL,  JOURNAL. 

inefficient.  After  these  means  have  been  tried,  the  author 
favors  extirpation  in  children  more  than  seven  years  of  age, 
in  which  the  hypertrophy  is  stationary.  In  simple  or 
croupous  inflammatory  conditions,  the  operation  is  not  in- 
dicated, neither  is  it  indicated  in  syphilis,  as  long  as  any 
mucous  patches  remain  upon  the  organs.  The  operation 
which  is  recommended  is  that  of  Chassaignac,  both  sides 
being  cut  at  one  stroke.  It  is  not  necessary  to  remove  the 
entire  organ,  an  operation  which  might  be  followed  by  seri- 
ous hemorrhage.  After  the  removal  of  the  hypeilrophied 
tissue,  a  gargle  of  alum  water  is  recommended.  Fahnen- 
stock's  instrument  is  thought  to  be  the  most  desirable  one. 
The  author  has  had  no  trouble  from  hemorrhage ;  if,  how- 
ever, it  should  be  profuse,  he  recommends  applications  of 
ice,  or  of  a  solution  of  the  scsqui-chloride  of  iron.  The 
patient  should  be  instructed  to  bieathe  through  the  nose 
after  the  tonsils  have  been  removed. 


Dr.  a.  Loisox  reports  the  case  of  a  woman  atflicted  with 
chyluria.  The  amount  of  fat  varied  between  grammes  3.25 
to  4.11  per  litre  of  urine.  The  density  of  the  urine  was 
normal.  Microscopic  examination  showed  the  presence  of 
numerous  fatty  globules,  granular  masses  of  precipitated 
uroca>ein,  and  fibrinous  clots  as  large  as  the  head  of  a  pin, 
and  containing  blood-globules.  The  caseous  material  which 
M.  Loison  called  urocasein  was  precipitable  by  acetic  acid, 
the  precipitant  being  soluble  in  ammonia  and  in  the  alkaline 
carbonates,  phosphates,  borates  and  l)i<'arbonates.  When 
dissolved  in  bicarbonate  of  soda  this  material  was  precipi- 
tated by  sulphat<*  of  magnesia.  The  alkaline  solutions  are 
I)recipitable  by  acetic  and  lactic  acids,  and  by  tartaric  acid 
(an  excess  of  this  last  material  redissolves  the  precipitate). 
In  an  alkaline  solution  it  is  precii)itated  by  alcohol,  heat  re- 
dissolving  the  precipitate.  Elementary  analysis  shows  that 
this  casein  is  analogous  to  milk  casein. — Medical  Xeu%s, 
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Dr.  Wm.  Pratt  writes:  Take  the  in«le  sex,  and  it  is 
seen  that  from  25  to  30  years  of  age,  1,000  married  men 
furnish  (>  deaths ;  bachelors  furnish  10  deaths;  1,000  wid- 
owers furnish  22  deaths.  The  figures,  however,  l)ei-ome 
unfavorable  if  the  marriage  be  cr>ntracted  before  twenty. 
Out  of  8,000  young  men  married  before  twenty,  their  mor- 
tsility  has  been  found  to  be,  before  marriHge,  only  7  per 
1,000;  after  marriage,  50  per  1,000.  With  respect  to  the 
female  sex  we  find  a  similar  advantage  of  marriage  over 
celibacy,  but  on  the  same  condition.  If  young  girls  be 
turned  into  wives  before  twenty,  a  like  mortality  befalls 
them  which  befalls  the  other  sex.  Everywhere  young  mar- 
ried people  from  18  to  20  years  of  age  die  as  fast  as  old 
people  from  60  to  70  years  of  age.  The  common  sense  and 
common  law  of  Western  Europe  have  with  perfect  justice 
marked  21  as  the  age  of  maturity.  After  that  age,  how- 
ever, marriage  should  be  contracted  as  soon  as  practicable. 
It  is  the  healthiest  and  happiest  life ;  the  best  for  the  indi- 
vidual and  for  the  community. — Medical  Record, 


A  Case  of  Kerosene  Poisoning  is  reported  by  Dr.  C.  S. 
Wheeler,  of  Williamsburg,  Mass.,  in  the  Medical  Record, 
He  says :  •'!  was  called  October  29  to  see  a  child  eighteen 
months  old,  who  had  swallowed  an  unknown  quantity  of 
kerosene,  though  the  amount  probably  did  not  exceed  two 
ounces.  The  little  patient,  seen  one  hour  subsequent  to  the 
swallowing,  was  vomiting,  purging,  cyanotic  ;  a  tendency  to 
coma  existed,  the  pulse  was  130,  weak  and  somewhat  irreg- 
ular ;  respiration  was  also  irregular.  Treatment — Ordinary 
emetics  were  given  before  my  arrival,  hence  only  stimulants 
and  alkalies  were  ordered.  After  a  few  days  of  gastro- 
enteric febrile  movement  the  child  recovered.  I  have  heard 
of  several  ounces  of  kerosene  having  been  taken  by  adults 
without  perceptible  results,  but  the  above  case  comi)els  me 
to  doubt  the  st:it(Mnent.  " 
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Chloroform  Water  and  Its  Therapeutical  Uses. — It 
may  l>e  prepared  by  putting  chloroform  into  water,  irrespec- 
tive of  quantity,  agitating  well  on  and  off  for  an  hour, 
letting  it  stand  ;  after  which,  when  quite  clear,  it  may  be 
decanted  off,  or  drawn  off  by  a  syphon.  It  is  a  useful 
stomachic  and  antispasmodic,  well  adapted  for  delicate  di- 
gestion, and  may  be  given  in  cases  of  flatulence,  colic  or 
nausea.  Two  teaspoonfuls  every  fifteen  minutes,  till  re- 
lieved. It  has  been  given  advantageously  in  the  vomiting 
of  pregnancy.  It  is  also  a  pleasant  menstruum  for  other 
medicines. — Bulletin  de  Therapeutique. 


Diagnosis  between  Belladona  Rash  and  Scarlatina. 
— Dr.  S.  R.  Sperry:  A  girl  aged  three  years  was  ordered 
to  take  for  a  sore  throat  one  minium  tincture  belladonna 
every  hour.  After  having  taken  four  doses  Dr.  S.  was 
called  to  see  her,  being  told  that  she  had  broken  out  witli 
scarlatina.  He  found  her  crying  with  intense  ivntation  of 
the  skin.  The  nish  was  decidedly  punctate,  which  Bai-tho- 
low  states  to  be  diagnostic  of  belladonna  rash.  A  little 
syrup  of  Dover  powder  and  a  weak  carbolic  acid  wash  cnred 
in  twelve  hours. — N,  Y,  Medical  Record, 


Chauncey  Depew  says  the  sooner  a  poor  doctor,  lawyei' 
or  clergyman  recognizes  that  his  genius  is  for  merchandise 
or  types,  or  the  skilled  trades  or  accounts,  the  better  for 
himself,  his  profession  and  the  world.  He  has  secured  po- 
sitions for  two  lawyers — one  as  a  brakenian,  the  other  as  a 
freight  clerk — and  both  are  advancing  with  rapid  strides 
and  confident  aspirations  toward  the  presidency  of  the 
road. 
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InvfiUo)^  and  ItLstntnifiU  Mamifocturers  are.  invited  to  send  cuts  ami  synoptical 
dt»cfiptioni*  for  this  department^  and  receive  inst  rtion  gratis. 


A  TOJ^'GUE  DEPRESSOR,  WITH  INSUFFLATOR  AND 
VAPORIZER  FOR  ALL  CAVITIES  OF 
THE  BODY. 

C.  J..  CLEBORNE,  M.   D.,  PORTSMOUTH,  N.  H. 
Medical  Inspector,  Naval  Hospital. 

The  following   attachinenlvS    and    co^nbinationsi    may    be 
made : 


1.  Tongue  De|)ressor,  G.  Wire  or  >olid,  with  bayonet 
catch  to  fit  end  of  Insufflator,  A, 

2.  Anterior  or  Posterior  Nasal  Powder-blower,  Attach 
do  A. 

3.  Aural  Air-douche  or  Eustachian  Insufflator.  For 
powders  for  external  ear,  use  A.  If  air  alone  is  needed, 
attach  air-bulb  B  to  metal  bulb  D,  or  to  any  eustachian  or 
tympanum  tube. 

4.  Urethral  Insufflator.     Use  A  with  C  or  E\ 

5.  Vaginal,  Uterine  or  Rectal  Insufflator.  Dilate  with 
speculum,  and  use  A,  with  or  without  C  or  E \ 
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6.  Throat  and  Lainyx.     Use  A,  with  or  without  C. 

7.  Vaporizer  (for  chloroform  or  other  volatile  fluid). 
Connect  air-bulb  B  with  2),  till  metal  bull>  with  carded  cot- 
ton, then  moisten  with  chloroform  or  other  volatile  flu  id , 
and  vaporize  by  means  of  air-bulb  or  mouth. 

8.  Inhaler.  Detach  metal  bulb  2),  fill  it  with  carded 
cotton,  then  moisten  with  chloroform  or  other  fluid,  and 
inhale. 

9.  Pessary  Inflator.  Attach  tube  of  elastic  i)essaiy  to 
point  of  D,  inflate  and  tie  end. 

10.  Dilator  or  Tampon.  Attach  a  stout  rubber  bag  or 
condom  to  point  of  2),  inflate  and  tie  end. 

11.  Politzer  Bag.  Connect  air-bulb  B  with  JE,  or  a 
Politzer  nose-piece. 

12.  Spray  or  Atomizer.  Connect  air-bulb  B  with  any 
atomizer  or  spray  tube. 

This  instrument  will  be  found  serviceable  in  the  *'dry 
treatment"  of  ulcers  and  mucous  jnembranes,  and  other 
uses  will  suggest  themselves  to  the  operator. 

Manufactured  by  George  Tiemann  &  Co.,  New  York. 


ELECTRO  -  MAGXEllC  DEVELOPMENT  B()8()M 
FORM  OR  CORSET  ATI  ACHMENT. 

^rjl"#^jk  This  cut  shows  an  entirely  new  invention 
^^^^^^^^^^  in  new  de))arture  of  remedial  nicasnre, 
^I^^^^^^F  never  before  attempted  on  any  scientjtic 
basis.  It  is  a  system  of  perfect  batteries,  made  to  sur- 
round each  nnimmary  gland,  so  as  to  pass  its  currents  from 
side  to  side,  and  through  the  gland  itself  and  surrounding 
tissues. 

The  magnetic  generation  is  produced  by  purely  organic 
compound,  which  was  never  before  utilized,  and  thus  rep- 
resents the  most  cogent  power  attainable  in  the  human 
system. 
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They  are  to  be  worn  with  or  without  the  corset,  which 
must  he  one  adapted  to  its  use,  and  along  with  proper  treat- 
ment and  correctives  of  acconipanying  causes,  is  offered 
as  a  certain,  positive  and  direct  h>cal  treatment  of  lack  of 
development  of  the  breasts.  Such  a  desideratum  must 
elicit  the  attention  and  intei-est  physicians  everywhere.  It 
is  a  strictly  cori-ect  ^formed  battery,  on  the  most  scientific 
principle.  Is  gotten  up  and  for  sale  by  the  Casket  Health 
Co.,  with  office  at  60H  Noilh  Thirteenth  Street,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 


SNOWDEN'S  BINAURAL  STETHOSCOPE. 

Our  poetical  confrere^  Dr.  Holmes,  tells  in  song  of  '*  the 
man  in  Boston  town,  who  iKiuglit  him  a  stethoscope  nice 
and  new,"  and  how  a  cou|)le  of  **silly,  abnormal  flies''  got 
into  the  thing  and  kept  up  such  a  devilish  itlcket  that  the 
doctor  (and  we  suspect  that  it  was  the  witty  Holmes  hini- 
self,  in  his  younger  days)  was  beginning  to  conceive  the 
idea  that  everybody  was  going  to  die,  when,  in  a  lucky  mo- 
ment, an  old  woman  discovered  their  I'endezvous,  "vamoosed" 
them,  and  thereby  saved  many  lives.  But  that  wasi  fifty 
years  ago,  when  little  less  could  have  been  expected.  Now, 
however,  this  being  the  season  of  invention,  we  have  learnt 
more,  and  are  having  better  instruments. 

To  this  end,  we  would  call  especial  attention  toSnowden's 
Binaural  Stethoscope,  as  manufactured  by  the  old  and  well 
known  house  of  William  Snowden,  No.  7  South  Eleventh 
Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  I  have  used  this  instrument,  and 
think  it  the  best  one  made.  It  is  composed  of  a  hard  wood 
bell,  with  a  soft  lubber  cup,  which  it  caps  nicely  ;  two  flex- 
ible rubber  tu'bes,  attached  to  the 'upper  portion  of  the  bell 
by  two  perforated  nipples ;  two  ear  pieces  of  hard  Avood 
covered  with  soft  rubber  pads,  the  whole  completed  by  a 
wire  spring  so  arranged  as  to  retain   the  ear  pieces  firmly  in 
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position  wlien  in  use.  The  advantages  eininied  for  this  in- 
strument are  its  siniplieity,  together  with  the  perfection  :ind 
and  aecuracy  of  its  acoustics.     It  is  rea^onal)ly  cheap. 

F.  A.  E. 


Troemner's  new  improved  solution  scales. 

This  scale  has  a  capacity  of  20  kih)s  (about  45  pounds), 
and  is  8ensil)le  to  one-hnlf  gram  ;  it  is  devoid  of  all  compli- 
cations,  and   made   strong  and   substantial  ;    it  will    weigh 


liquids  with  an  accuracy  that  cannot  be  approached  by  ordi- 
nary methods.  This  scale  is  provided  with  two  weighing 
beams  and  sliding  poises ;  one  of  these  is  divided  into  one 
hundred  paits,  each  part  representing  1  grtmi,  the  other 
beam  is  divided  into  parts  representing  100  gram  each.  A 
bar  with  a  sliding  poise  is  placed  under  the  weighing  beams 
for  the  purpose  of  balancing  the  empty  bottle  or  container, 
and  a  container  weighing  as  much  as  six  pounds  is  quickly 
balanced  by  sliding  the  poise  along  the  bar  until  a  correct 
balance  is  secured.  Price,  $22.  Manufactered  by  Henry 
Troemner,  Philadelphia. 
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EI>ITOIl.I-A.X.. 

*For  the  Truth,  then,  h;t  us  battle;  Aud  Un  might  >«hHll  >et  u>  free.'* 


MAXIMS. 

Tho'  jretiius   builds^  a  cabin  in  the  woods,  the  world  will 
make  a  pathway  to  the  door.  Longfdlow, 

One  ounce  of  preventive  medical  science  is  worth  a  thou- 
sand pounds  of  corrective  medicine.  Ed. 

In  all  illnesses  Nature  is  the  grand  factor  in  restoring 
health  ;  the  role  of  Art  is  that  of  an  auxiliary  and  assistant. 

Hihbard, 

We  ;in^  all  tattooed  in  our  cradles  with  the  beliefs  of  our 
tribe;  tlie  record  nniy  seem  superficial,  but  it  is  indelible. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 

There  is  in  the  armamentum  of  Nature  a  remedy  for 
everything  but  life  ;  this  we  take  at  so  early  an  age,  and  it 
gets  such  a  hold  upon  us,  we  can  treat  it  only  with  pallia- 
tives. Francin  A.  Evans. 

There  is  no  better  way  to  illustrate  and  demonstrate  the 
honesty  and  sincerity  of  our  professions  than  by  deeds  of 
kindness,  compassion  and  practical  affection  ;  from  right 
motives  feeding  the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked,  aiding  and 
encouraging  the  unfoitunate,  oppressed  and  disheailened. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Hanaford. 


SKETCH  OF  The  life  and  history  of  dr.  J.  H. 

HANAFORD. 

FURNISHED    BY    MRS,   RICHARDSON. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  New  Hampton, 
X.  H.,  in  \H\[).  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
who  were  left  orphans  early  in  life.  When  a  lad  he  was 
thoughtful,  ambitious  to  excel  in  all  his  classes,  often  pre- 
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feired  study  to  play,  and,  as  be  made  perfect  lessons  a  rule 
rather  than  an  exception,  was  a  favorite  with  his  teachers. 

Having  decided  to  become  a  tejieher,  he  pursued  his 
studies  at  the  academy  during  the  spring  and  autumn  of 
each  year,  teaching  during  the  winter,  thus  obtaining  means 
to  complete  his  education.  He  continued  to  teach  until  his 
health  became  impaired — when  he  attended  medical  lectures 
in  New  York  City,  having  the  advantages  of  the  clinical  lec- 
tures in  Bellevue  Hospital.  Having  gniduated,  he  com- 
menced practice  in  Nantucket,  where  he  remained  sixyear^. 
He  had  medical  charge  of  the  almshouse  while  there,  hut 
was  compelled  to  leave  on  account  of  irritsition  of  tbelungs, 
caused  by  sea  air.  From  Nantucket  he  removed  to  Beverly, 
where  he  remained  seven  years,  but  still  affected  by  sea  air, 
he  removed  to  Reading,  where  he  now  resides. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  pi'actice,  Dr.  Hana- 
ford  has  edited  six  different  publications,  some  of  which 
were  upon  temperance,  has  arranged  a  song  for  seamen,  and 
has  written  articles  for  the  press,  which  if  compiled  annually 
would  form  a  volume  of  at  least  300  pages.     His  latest  pul 


)- 


lication,  "  Mother  and  Child,"  is  a  book  in -praise  of  which 
too  much  can  hardly  be  said. 

Dr.  Hanaford  is  benevolent.  He  is  actively  interested  in 
all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which 
he  resides,  especially  in  the  schools,  where  he  is  a  welcome 
visitor.  In  social  life  he  is  a  pleasant,  genial  ac(]uaintance, 
a  kind,  accommodating  neighbor  and  has  ever  proved  u 
true,  steadfast  friend. 

The  more  recent  works  of  Dr.  H.,  smaller  than  the 
"Mother  and  Child,"  issued  since  the  above  was  written, 
are  "Our  Home  Girls,"  "Anti-Fat  and  Anti-Lean,"  "Good 
Bread,  and  How  to  Make  It,"  with  another  on  "  Foods," 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  stereotyper. 

These,  however,  constitute  but  a  small  part  of  his  literary 
la])oi's,  since  he  writes  for  a  large  list  of  magazines  and 
papers.     His  ability   to  perform   this  unusual  amount  of 
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nuMitnl  IslUov  In;  jittribntes  to  his  mellicxJicil  customs,  his 
a'osleini  >us  umcI  tempiMate  halnts,  his  uiiifonii  good  health, 
a  uatiirni  si^iueiue  of  his  correct  liviiiir.  Althousrh  he  en- 
joyed more  of  tlie  adviiiitages  of  education  than  were  ap- 
propriated hy  his  early  associates — simply  hecau-e  he 
*  worked  his  way  '  through — he  is  substantially  a  ^ffelf-made^ 
man,  having  over(M)me  difficulties,  surmounted  obstacles, 
and  grappled  with  hindrances  which  c(»mparatively  few 
would  have  braved.  At  the  age  of  nearly  sixty-five,  he  is 
still  vigorous,  comparatively  free  from  pain  and  disease, 
not  having  been  confined  a  day  by  sickness  for  forty  years." 


A  SYNOPSIS  OF  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  BUSINESS 
TRANSA(rrEl)    BY    THE    AMERICAN    MED- 
ICAL  ASSOCIATION,  AT  ITS  LATE  AS- 
SEMBLING AT  WASHINGTON,  I).  C. 


Mv»t  Tiiu.sday,  in  the  Congregational  Church,  Tenth  and 
G  Streets,  10:;^0  A.  M. 

There  were  f)\H)  delegates  registered  as  present.  The 
President's  .iddross  was  pronounced,  sterling  and  liberal. 
Indeed,  libe/ality  may  be  said  to  constitute  the  most  note- 
worthy tnpif  discns.sed.  As  beautifully  illustrative  of  his 
position,  and  one  whi«'h  has  now  mad(*  its  inroads  up<Hi  pro- 
fessional opinion  as  well  as  historic  renown,  flowed  from  his 
authoritative  lips,  and  like  as  waters  of  ages  flowing,  lias 
laved  the  ^h')rcs  of  peturbed  nature,  now  rolls  on  ami 
is  sweeping  away  the  mighty  prejjidices  that  have  dung 
so  tenacion>ly  to  the  rocks  of  the  professional  temph*. 
We  (piotc  his  words.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  thc^se 
ulteramo  will  be  the  grandest  concjuest  of  his  life — the* 
touchstone  of  truth  that  will  lead  to  incalculable  weal.  He 
said : 

In  regard  to  the  meaning  of  the  term  *' regular  j)ractilioner.*' 
It  should  not  be  interi)rete^l  to  mean  one  who  might  entertain  ex- 
clusive i  leas,  regtiriing  certain  matters  in  medicine,  but  rather  to 
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one  who  adopted  a  seeUu'iaii  name,  as  Homoeopath,  Eclectic,  etc. 
It  miglit  prove  liazardous  to  tami)er  with  the  code  of  ethics,  but 
he  thought  it  proper,  with  the  advancement  of  time,  to  make  in- 
terpretations of  that  code  as  it  now  stood.  He  would  submit  as 
a  recommendation  that  the  Association  adopt  resolutions  embod}'- 
ing  more  precise  specifications  than  the  code  now  furnished  as  to 
the  grounds  for  excluding  consultations  with  irregular  practition- 
ers, and  he  would  approve  of  its  being  stated  that  those  who  adopt 
sectarian  name  should  be  excluded  from  fellowship  with  the  regu- 
lar profession.       He  says : 

Let  it  be  understood  that  there  could  be  no  antagonism  between 
humanity  and  medical  ethics. 

This  is  the  creme  de  la  crenie  of  his  entire  address,  and 
we  pronounce  it  a  key  note  to  that  harmony  that  should  ex- 
ist among  physicians.  It  is  one  of  the  grandest  triumphs  of 
the  agQ,  a  most  opportune  suggestion  and  one  calculated  t<» 
harmonize  the  great  medical  profession  and  do  more  service 
for  mankind  therel)y,  than  all  eulogistic  time  serving  pop- 
ular addresses  heretofon^  piled  upon  the  annals  of  medical 
assemblages. 

The  second  da}'  was  not  fruitful  of  general  interest. 

The  third  day,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  memorialize 
Congress  to  make  appropriations  for  improving  the  Army, 
Medical  Museum  and  Library,  of  the  Surgeon  General'** 
office,  so    as  to  provide  tin^  proof  buildings,  etc. 

A  resolution  w.is  passed  asking  Congress  to  make  suit- 
able appropriations  for  the  prosecution  of  scientific  re- 
searches relating  to  the  causes  and  prevention  of  the 
infectious  diseases  of  the  human  race,  to  be  e3q)ended 
under  the  directions  of  the  National  Board  of  Health. 

A  resolution  on  the  subject  of  Cremation  was  ruled  out 
of  order. 

The  fourth  day,  a  resolution  in  favor  of  vivisection  passed. 

A  resolution  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting  such  explanatory  declarations  as 
seemed  advisable  on  certain  provisions  of  the  code.  Carried. 

Also,  urging  Congress  to  provide  for  a  Museum  of 
Hygiene,  to  have  the  medical   and  surgical   history  of  the 
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rebellion  repriiitrd.  nnd  airJiin>t  iiUMjiiit'is  >igniiig  their 
iiaintvs  to  reconiiiK'iidsitions  of  |)ro|».-.e:aiy  me(licine.s,  and 
<)iu»  urginir  laws  to  conqHil  the  laiiili.ig  of  chloride  of 
jxitasli  and  <»ther  articles  as  poisonous. 

Altogether  the  body  was  highly  MittMiained,  had  a  har- 
monious session,  the  tone  of  which  augiM'g  much  good  to 
medical  men  generally,  especially  to  reformers  of  honest 
convictions  and  true  intent. 

MAL-IMiACI  ICK. 


This  important  topic  can  scanely  he  over  studied.  The 
growing  custom  of  persecuting  tht?  pi(»fcssion  renders  it 
opportune  just  at  this  junciure  lo  i)ress  some  pertinent 
remarks  upon  the  attention  of  our  readers.  We  premise, 
by  casting  our  opinion  in  favor  of  some  wholesome  legisla- 
tion, looking  toward  the  prolcction  of  the  careworn,  illy 
paid,  and  unappreciated  physician. 

it  is  evident  that  the  avenues  to  vexatious  prosecutions, 
for  trivial  surmizings,  or  just  to  defend  against  rendering 
fair  compensation  for  honest  services  is  far  too  easy  ;  our 
laws  are  entirely  too  lax  on  this  side  of  justice. 

The  following  paragraphs  from  the  Xetr  York  Medical 
Journal^  merit  careful  perusal  ;  and  an  awakened  interest  is 
imperious. 

Every  medical  practitioaiT  who,  by  a  culpable  want  of  attention 
and  care,  or  by  the  absence  of  a  competent  degree  of  skill  and 
knowledge,  causes  injury  to  a  patient,  is  lial>le  to  a  civil  action 
for  damages  even  where  the  patient  neither  employed  him  nor  was 
to  pay  him,  unless  such  injuries  l»e  the  immediate  result  of  inter- 
vening negligence  on  the  part  of  the  patient  himself,  or  unless 
such  patient  has,  by  his  own  carelessness,  directly  conducted  to 
such  injuiy. 

Every  person  who  publicly  anuounce«  himself  to  be  a  physician 
is  presumed  to  have  the  ordinary  qualifications  for  the  practice  of 
medicine;  and,  though  he  does  not  undertake  to  i)ei*form  a  cure 
nor  to  use  the  highest  possible  degree  of  skill,  he  undertakes  to 
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employ  a  fair,  reasonable,  and  coinpeteiiL  degree  of  skill  in  ibe 
care  and  treatment  of  the  patient. 

The  law  implies  an  undertaking  on  the  part  of  every  medical 
practitioner  to  use  an  ordinary  degree  of  care  and  skill  in  his 
practice,  and  will  hold  him  responsible  for  gross  negligence  or 
unskillfulness. 

The  negligence  or  ignorance  must  be  Gross^  and  by  these  terms 
is  meant  carelessness,  want  of  due  diligence,  harsh  and  unscienti- 
fic treatment,  unwaiTantable  experiments,  and  the  like. 

The  administering  of  improper  medicines,  or  over-doses  of 
medicines  of  notoriously  dangerous  charactor,  or  i)ursuing  a 
course  of  treatment  which  has  been  held  by  the  profession  at  huge 
to  be  improper,  are  all  actionable  where  ordinray  care  and  skill 
have  not  been  used.  But,  if  the  patient,  by  his  own  acts,  has 
directly  contributed  to  the  results,  no  action  will  lie.  This  is 
called  contributory  negligence,  and  the  general  doctrine  is  that, 
although  there  may  have  been  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
patient,  yet,  unless  he  might  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  have 
avoided  the  consequences  of  the  i)liysician's  negligence,  he  is  en- 
titled to  recover ;  but,  if  by  ordinary  care  he  might  have  avoided 
then  he  is  the  author  of  his  own  wrong,  and  can  not  recover. 
Ordinary  care  and  skill  are  the  usual  or  necessary  care  in  attend- 
ing, or  the  usual  mode  of  treatment  of  the  particular  cAse  or 
disease. 

In  case  of  malpractice,  the  principal  evidence  is  necessarily  that 
of  experts,  and,  from  the  variety  of  schools  of  medicine  and 
modes  of  treatment,  it  is  frequently  the  case  that  as  many  wit- 
nesses of  respectability  and  reputation  in  the  comn>unity  are  pro- 
duced on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  as  on  that  of  the  defendant. 
The  parties  to  the  suit  are  examined  orally,  and  their  statements 
of  the  treatment  pursued  and  the  results  of  the  treatment  are  gen- 
erally directly  opposite. 

In  case  of  injury  to  children,  oral  examination  is  generally 
useless,  and  the  physician  labors  under  great  disadvantages.  In 
such  case  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  a  personal  examination  of  the 
alleged  injury  might  set  at  rest  all  doubt  on  the  question,  and 
relieve  the  physician  of  the  charge  of  malpractice.  But  until 
recently  no  personal  examination  was  permitted,  it  being  con- 
sidered a  personal  trespass.  There  is,  however,  a  case  where  an 
action  was  brought  for  an  alleged  injury  to  a  child  seven  years  of 
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ago,  wiieii  the  Court,  on  application  of  Ihc  defeii^liiiit,  allowed  a 
personal  examination,  and  ai)pointed  several  njedical  men  as  a 
co.iiinission  for  such  purpose.  This  c.ise  hovvever,  was  not  ap- 
pealed, iukI  has  not  been  passed  upon  by  the  higher  courts,  and  is 
the  only  one  on  record  in  which  such  an  exauiination  was  allowed. 

A  medical  man  who  is  guilty  of  gr(;ss  negligence,  or  evinces  a 
gross  want  of  knowledge  of  his  prolession,  ijs  criminally  respon- 
sible for  the  consequence,  but  is  not  liable  to  a  criminal  investiga- 
tion for  every  slip. 

It  must  be  something '^substantial.  Tlje  distinction  between 
actionable  and  criminal  negligenie  can  not  be  defined  excej)t  sc^ 
far  as  to  .say  that  to  constitute  the  letter  there  must  l»e  such  a  de- 
gree of  complete  negligence  as  the  law  mejujs  by  the  woi'd 
**felonious." 

Whenever  death  ensues  ivs  the  alleged  consequence  of  malprac- 
tice, it  then  becomes  necessary  to  incpiiie  into  the  conduct  of  the 
physician,  so  as  to  deleiinine  how  far  his  wiu  I  ol  skill  or  negli- 
gence has  conspired  to  produce  it. 

The  quejition  of  intention  enters  largely  into  cases  of  this 
character,  and  is  to  be  deduced  from  the  acconii»anying  facts  loid 
circumstances. 

The  remedies  prescril>ed  and  the  treatment  pursued  jire  to  be 
investigated,  and,  as  every  i)hysician  is  presumed  to  know  the 
consequences  of  the  particular  medicines  administered  and  the 
treatment  pursued,  as  falling  within  the  line  of  his  calling  find 
forming  part  of  the  skill  belonging  to  it  the  intention  of  his  act 
is  therefore  fairly  to  be  deduced.  Hence,  if  a  physician  adminis- 
ters poison  in  poisonous  doses,  or  pursues  a  course  of  treatment 
\vhich  the  ex|)erience  of  the  profession  has  condemned  as  unsafe, 
he  can  not  esca|K'  the  presumption  of  wantonly  trifling  with  life 
or  health. 

MKDICAL  EDUCATION. 


'*Wk  must  KDrcATK,"  oMcc  said  the  great  Henry  Ward 
Beecher,  ''we  must  educate,  or  vvc  will  perish  by  our  own 
prosperity.  If  we  do  not,  short  w^ill  be  our  race  from  the 
cradle  to  the  grave."  What  an  immense  deal  of  good  sense 
is  crowded  into  this  bit  of  eloquence ;  ProspCM'ity  brings 
oi)uience;  opulence  reclines  on  the  divan  of  ro.scs,  pan)})ers 
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her  appetite  with  nick-nac-ks  and  pastries,  becomes  iiidolcnt, 
and  conceives  a  sluggard. 

Like  begets  like,  under  favoring  circumstances.  A  man 
with  a  continuously  inactive  brain  will  beget  a  child  whose 
brain  will  bear  the  imprint  of  its  indolent  parent's.  If  a 
very  black  negro  man  marry  a  very  dark  negro  woman,  and 
"in  the  course  of  human  event/'  an  offspring  is  born,  and 
that  offspring  proves  to  be  a  very  light  quadroon,  the  pjir- 
ental  origin  of  that  child  would  certainly  be  questionable. 
If  lame  John  Smith,  marries  lame  Jennie  Jones,  and  Jennie 
has  a  baby  (and  the  Lord  knowes  she  will)  that  baby  has 
several  chances  in  its  favor  of  being  a  dwarf.  If  Bill 
Johnson,  who  has  lived  near  a  marshy  region,  river  or  bayou, 
and  has  had  chills  "off  and  on"  for  ten  years,  marries 
Nancy  Brown,  who  has  livediin  the  swamps  nearly  all  her 
life,  and  has  had  the  chills  as  long  as  Bill  has  had  them, 
their  children  will  be  about  the  color  of  a  dirty  handker- 
chief, and  will  possess  about  as  much  stamina  and  back  bone 
as  a  homoeopathic  toad-frog. 

Now,  if  sickly  men — men  of  faulty  nerve  power  and  illy- 
nourished,  will  persist  in  falling  in  love  and  marrying  women 
as  puny  as  themselves,  thus  establishing  private  hospitals 
under  their  own  roofs.  What  of  their  future  progen>' ; 
True,  embryonic  and  foetal  life  are  susceptible  of  great 
degrees  of  improvement.  Enciente  women  may,  during 
their  gestatory  period,  highly  improve  their  prospective 
progeny  by  daily  reading  books  of  elegant  and  lofty  poetry, 
art  and  metaphysics,  singing  and  playing  chaste  music,  and 
gazing  on  sublime  and  gorgeous  scenes  and  paintings. 

Thus,  through  nurture,  may  be  transmitted  to  the  child 
aesthetic  tastes  and  ideas,  so  exalting  in  their  tendencies, 
that  the  child,  by  attaining-  a  higher  spiritual  and  intellec- 
tual life,  may  forget  its  former  instincts.  Now  while  this 
theory  is  perfectly  correct,  what  a  difficult  thing  it  would  be 
to  impress  it  favorably  on  the  minds  of  all  of  my  readers. 
The  idea  aimed  at  is  this  ;  if  you  would  have  your  children 
learned,  begin  instruction  before  they  are   born.     But  then 
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they  might  heroine  too  sinnrt.  1  know  doctors  in  my  state 
(Tennessee)  who  are  so  really  smart  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  them  to  learn  more. 

I  know  one  who  gave  a  woman  during  labor  a  dose  of 
morphia,  she  died  of  puerperal  convulsions  in  a  few  hours, 
which  he  attributed  to  the  effect  of  morphia  on  the  child's 
head,  saying  it  (the  morphia)  had  **struck  the  baby  right 
up  over  the  eyes,  which  all  congested  it."  Ha,  ha!  I 
know  another  one  who,  a  lady  informed  me,  had  been 
treating  her  for  an  enlarged  prostate.  He,  he!  These 
doctors  (?)  live  and  do  well,  and  people  employ  them  in 
preference  to  intelligent  physicians,  knowing  their  great 
ignorance.  And  doctors  remain  ignorant  so  long  as  the  pub- 
lic prefer  to  em|)loy  them  rather  than  physicians  of  ability. 

The  physician  reflects  the  Intelligence  of  those  that  sur- 
round him.  If  ihey  be  intelligent,  he  will  be  a  well  balan- 
ced man;  If  they  be  ignorant,  he  will,  sooner  or  later; 
become  a  mere  pigmy. 

The  doctor  who  has  no  time  to  read,  no  time  to  write,  no 
time  to  investigate  when  opportunity  offers,  nmst  sooner  or 
later  be  left  hanging  to  the  wreck  of  utter  forgetful ness. 

F.  A.  E. 


TENNESSEE  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Slate's  fifty-first  annual  session  wms  held  in  the  hall 
of  the  Iron  and  Coal  Association,  Chattanooga,  and  was 
very  interesting.  Dr.  A.  B.  Tadlock  presided  with  becom- 
ing grace  and  dignity,  delivering  a  long  and  able  address, 
the  general  bearings  of  which  was  the  relalion>hip  (»f  medi- 
cine to  the  public,  the  question  of  (]ua -ks,  and  other  impor- 
tant and  highly  interesting  features. 

Twenty-four  new  members  were  unanimously  elected  to 
membership  and  three  honorary  members  were  admitted. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Fite,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health, 
was  full  of  timely  suggestions  and  cononon  *<en.se  hints. 
The  Doctor  gave  the  traveling  quacks  <»f  the  State  the  devil 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2H'2  Si\  LOUIS   UKfirc.u.  .rocrrxxi.. 

from  the  word  u:o.  The  l)iiiv(M*tiil y  State  is  ji  grand  old 
State,  hnt  we  blush  to  say  thv*re  ai'e  more  ignorant  people 
and  conscienceless,  villainous  (|uarks  in  it  than  any  other 
State  of  the  republic.  Physicians  of  skill  and  ability  are 
neglected  or  go  without  their  just  pay,  while  these  huma»i 
devils  are  sought  for  by  the  masses,  their  poisons  swallowed 
with  apparent  swagger,  and  their  bills  promptly  paid  with 
seeming  delight. 

O  ignorance,  where  is  thy  defeat;  O  shanie,  where  is 
thy  blushing  face  ; 

The  quack  and  patent-medicine  man  must  go  ;  I  speak 
as  a  regular  eclectic,  after  having  observed  ^'many  things." 
Intelligent  physicians  of  Tennessee,  stir  up  ;  Let  there  be 
cooperation  all  a  long  the  line  between  the  three  regul.ir 
systems — Allopath,  Eclectic,  Homoeopath — and,  with  our 
shoulders  to  the  wheel,  we  surely  can  hurl  these  vampires 
from  our  threshold.  To  this  end  we  are  willing  to  lend  our 
bone  and  sinew.  For  this  grand  result  are  we  willing  to 
struggle.  Let  no  man  be  entitled  to  enter,  as  physician, 
the  family  circle — the  holy  of  holies — unless  he  be  com- 
petent to  minister  to  their  afflictions.  Furtiiermore.  Let 
our  legislature  pas.s  a  bill  authorizing  (M)unty  courts  to  pay 
reasonable  pauper  bills  from  county  funds,  when  the  party 
is  too  poor  to  pay  them,  and  when  such  facts  are  duly  sworn 
to.  Other  States  have  similar  laws.  Shall  we  be  noted 
for  being  behind  in  every  thing?     I   ho[)e  not. 

F.   A.  E. 

AS  IS  THE  MOTHER  SO  IS  THE  CHILD. 

BY  DR.  J.   H.   HAXAKOKD. 


Hereditary  influences  are  known  and  acknowledged,  to 
some  extent,  as  applied  to  the  powers  of  creation,  while 
they  are  very  generally  ignored,  practically,  in  the  higher 
orders,  the  young  of  the  noblest  workmanship  of  God  be- 
ing emphatically  "  born  in  sin."  If  these  laws  and  influen- 
ces  should   be  observed  for  three  gererations  as  carefully 
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among  men  as  they  are  in  the  raising  of  pigs  and  colts,  we 
should  have  a  race  worthy  of  the  name,  instead  of  one  njaini- 
ed  in  their  three  natures,  diseased  through  and  through, 
to  a  great  extent  having  lost  the  original  identity. 
I  say,  reverently,  the  great  creator,  whom  I  would  adore, 
worship,  serve  a.id  obey,  never  made  the  race  of  fallen 
creatures  seen  all  around  us,  a  race  having  lost  the  original 
•'trade  mark!"  He  nave  life,  it  is  true,  hut  another  or 
others  decreed  what  that  life  should  be,  and  modified  its 
every  aspect.  If  we  were  made  '*in  the  image  of  God," 
He  did  not  make  the  idiot  with  half  the  mind  of  a  cat  or 
pig;  to  say  which  would  be  to  undervalue  his  power  and 
skill.  He  never  made  a  drunkard,  a  thief,  a  murderer,  or 
one  with  a  *' hare-lip."  The  ''child  murderer"  was  not 
made  hy  the  father,  but  by  the  grossness  and  cruel  inhu- 
manity of  the  mother.  He  never  made  one  to  have  "sulks" 
all  of  his  life,  but  the  mother,  by  unmotherly  attempts  to 
destroy  its  life  in  its  prenatal  existence,  by  violence  to  her 
person,  by  a  moody  and  unreconciled  feeling,  by  a  general 
bewailing  of  her  condition. 

If  the  mother  is  gross  in  her  habits,  living  to  eat,  con- 
suming large  quantities  of  filthy  pork,  she  need  not  be  sur- 
prised if  her  grossness  outcrops  in  her  child  in  the  form  of 
scrofula,  sensuality  and  low  appetites. 

If  she  exhausts  all  of  her  vital  powers  in  hard  work — 
treating  herself  as  !io  intelligent  stock-raiser  would  a  cow 
from  which  he  expected  to  raise  a  choiee  calf — having  no 
strength  to  impart  to  her  offspring,  she  need  not  be  sur- 
prised that  her  babe  "is  not  worth  raising."  If,  after 
birth,  she  nurses  it,  her  blood  heated  by  exhaustive  toil  in 
the  kitchen  during  "  dog  days,"  she  may  reasonably  expect 
a"  fretful  child."  Indeed,  the  mother — provided  she  can 
determine  the  surrounding  circumstances — has  about  the 
same  control  over  her  offspring  that  she  has  over  a  "  batch 
of  bread,"  a  garment,  or  the  education  of  that  child  after 
birth.     It  will  be  a  reproduction  of  her  then  existing  self. 
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EDITE  MS. 


Dr.  F.  Pierce,  of  Worcester  Ma^s.  has  been  found 
guilty  of  manslaughter.  He  attended  Mrs.  B.  ordered  her 
swathed  from  head  to  foot  with  kerosene  bandages,  which 
destroyed  the  outer  skin  ;  on  a  second  visit  he  caused  the 
wrappings  to  be  rewetted  with  kerosene,  without  removal 
for  examination.  The  Woman  soon  died.  The  jury  was 
out  ten  minutes.         G.  D. 

An  Explosion,  Dr.  J.  H.  Bahrenburg  met  with  a  very 
serious  accident  yesterday  afternoon  about  3  o'clock.  He 
was  triturating  a  mixture  of  chlorate  of  potash  and  hypo- 
phosphite  of  iron  in  a  huge  two-inch  ;nortur  at  his  Uiborato- 
ry,  919  Wash  street.  He  used  the  pestle  with  too  much 
effect,  and  suddenly  there  was  an  explosion  ;  not  a  fragment 
of  the  mortar  could  be  found  ;  retorts  and  other  vessels 
were  knocked  in  every  direction  and  smashed,  sixteen  panes 
of  glass  in  the  office  windows  were  shattered,  and  the  Dr. 
was  severely  l)urned  about  the  face,  eyes  and  hands.  It  is 
feared  that  he  will  lose  his  eyesight.  His  son,  also  a  phy- 
sician, was  called  in,  but  could  not  tell  definitely  what  the 
result  of  his  father's  injuries  would  be.  The  people  for  a 
great  distance  ai'ound  were  staitled  by  .the  explosion,  and 
rumors  of  dynamite  were  rife  for  a  while.     Daily. 

The  American  Medical  Association  closed  its  session  for 
1884,  May  the  9th.  Dr.H  F.  Camphell  of  Georgia  was 
chosen  President.  New  Orleans  was  selected  for  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  John  Jacob  Astor  is  reported  to  have  given  $200,000 
to  the  New  York  Cancer  Hospital.  It  is  to  be  located  near 
Central  Park  on  Kighth  Avenue. 

Human  skin  and  that  of  young  rabbits  have  been  success- 
fully applied  in  small  i)ieces  to  large  healing  surfaces  in 
wounds.  Dr.  Wilsoii,  however,  in  the  Med,  News,  claims 
to  have   obtained    nmch   l)etter   results  from  the  use  of  the 
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iiiti'i'iial  membrane  of  lien\s  eirgs.  Tlie  egirs  should  he  insh 
and  warm. 

Dr.  Wilherof  the  Asylum  for  feeble  minded  at  Kalama- 
zoo, Mich,  reports  from  the  census  of  the  U.  S.  for  1880, 
that  there  were  feeble  minded  persons  young  and  old  in 
Ind.  4725;  III.  4170;  Wis  1785;  Mich.  2181;  and  Mo. 
3372.  Total  in  these  tive  states  16, 233.  Of  these  355  only 
were  provided  for  in  institutions,  leaving  15,978  without 
suitable  special  care.  A  sad  commentary  on  the  generosity 
of  a  money  making  people. 

Dr.  8.  D.  Gross  the  Veteran  Surgt?on,  died  at  Philadel- 
|)hia  May  the  <ith.  His  remains  were  cremated.  His  ex- 
ample will  doubtless  have  a  similar  effect  on  others,  -^scu- 
lapians  as  well. 

The  Therap.  Review  say  :  Methyl  Salicylate  (oil  of  win- 
tergreen )  mixed  w^ith  an  equal  quantity  of  Olive  oil  or  lin- 
imentum  Saponis,  applied  externally  to  effected  parts  in 
rheumatism,  affords  instant  relief,  and  having  a  pleasant 
odor,  is  very  agreeable. 

The  Ther,  Gazett  recommends  Belladonna  for  *'Hay  Fe- 
ver", It  probably  is  the  best  known  remedy  of  the  present 
time. 

Dr.  Da  Costa  speaks  highly  of  Quebracho  in  Dyspnoea. 

Amer.  Jour.  Pharm.  says  that  an  ointment  of  Kaolin 
(potters  clay)  four  paits  ;  glycerine  three  parts;  acetic  acid, 
two  parts,  will  if  used  every  evening  for  several  days,  dead- 
en comedones,  so  that  a  washing  with  pumice  soap  they  ea- 
sily   come  out. 

The  Med.  and  Surg,  Rep,  says  that  the  new  Hypnotic, 
*'Paraldehyd,  gives  promise  of  becoming  an  important  ad- 
dition to  our  resources  for  producing  sleep." 

Dr.  FothergiU's  asthma  mixture, 

Tinct.  Lobelia,    3  v; 

Amuionii  Iodide,  3ij  ; 

Ammonii  Bromidi, 3iij ; 

Syr.  Tolutani,  Siij. 
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M.      Teaspoonful  every  one,  two  or  three  hours. 

Weekly  Med.  Rev. 

The  Municipal  Government  of  Paris  France,  recently  re- 
fused a  proffer  to  do  all  the  dental  work  necesj*ary  in  hospi- 
tals free  ;  on  the  democratic  grounds  that  corporations  should 
pay  every  body  for  the  work  done.  Its  a  great  pity  <iur 
boasted  intelligent  and  free  governed  states  do  not  see 
the  justice  of  this  and  pattern  after  it 

Selmi  whose  researches  in  18S0,  brought  out  the  discov 
ery  of  aseries  of  alkaloids  belonging  to  the  cadaveric  state, 
has  recently  been  supported  by  the  further  researches  of  a 
comt.  of  experts  from  the  Italian  Government.  The  first 
to  mention  this  was  perhaps  Panum,a  Dane  in  IHf)!) ;  Berg- 
man and  Schiedeberg,  in  18(>8,  Zuelzer  and  Some;  chine  in 
1859. 

For  Phagedenic  Chankers. 

R     Acid,  pyrogallic,  20  parts  ; 

Petroli,   80      „ 

Mix.  or 

R     Acid,  pyrogallic, 40  parts  ; 

Petroli,      120     ,, 

Amyh,    40     ,,  M. 

Vidal —  In  use  at  the   Hospital  St.  Louis.    Paris  France. 

Equal  parts  of  camphor  and  animal  charcoal  is  praised  as 
an  antiseptic  dressing  for  fetid  ulcers,  especially  old  exca- 
vating ones.      Rev.  De.  Ther. 

The  Archives  of  Pediatrics,  tabulates  the  record  of  15 
cases  of  Tracheotomy  for  croup,  seven  unsuccessful  cases 
or  a  fraction  above  fifty  per  cent  of  all  cases. 

The  question  of  whether  bacteria  cause  suppuration  is  be- 
ing discussed  by  many,  is  now  accepted  by  some,  and  obe- 
dient to  the  general  control  and  blind  acceptance  of  con- 
ceded authority,  is  destined  to  become  the  prevailing  theory. 
Yet  nevertheless  without  a  particle  of  truth,  or  rational 
foundation  of  fact. 
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Prof.  W.  H.  Bvford  is  representt'd  as  supporting  the 
proposition  that  in  :il)scess  and  ulcers  tlie  granules  produce 
pus.  A  greater  mistake  (or  misfortune),  or  both,  couhl 
not  well  happen,  for  such  indoctrinations  make  fools  rather 
than  wise  physicijtns,  because  high  drctum  must  be  accept- 
ed though  the  blind  do  lead.  Suppuration  destroys  tissue 
uhile granulation  repairs;  diametrical  opposites. 

Dt".  Dean  asserts  that  syphilis  uiay  be  transmitted  lo  the 
foetus  without  the  mother  getting  it.  This  he  argues  be- 
cause that  a  syphilitized  spermatozoa  may  inipregnate  the 
ovum,  Imt  as  il  passes  toward  the  mother  infection  can  be 
i'scaped. 

A  writer  in  Med.  Times,  mentions  liiat  turpentine  ad- 
ministered internal!}'  will  coagulate  the  blood  and  cure  An- 
eurism. 

Quebracho,  conies  to  the  front  with  spaiii>h  authority  re- 
commending it.  1st.  as  diminishing  the  fre(|uen(;y  of  respi- 
rntion  and  heart  contractions.  2nd  either  directly  or  through 
the  nervous  system  as  regulating  and  strengthening  the 
hearts  acticm.  3rd.  Its  actic»n  is  evident  and  immediate.  4th. 
Its  exclusive  virtues  as  an  anlisposmodic.  r)lh.  Its  control 
over  nervous  dyspncen.  1)1  h.  Its  benefits  in  thoracic  affec- 
ti(»ns.  7th.  That  its  prolonged  use  produces  no  unpleasant 
effects. 

We  note  that  a  correspondent  to  Med,  TitneH,  from  Siam 
writes  that  the  Siames,  have  been  known  to  swallow  an  eel, 
minus  head  and  tail  to  produce  eniesis.  Also  that  the  fresh 
doaca  of  barnyard  fowls,  appli(»d  exteinnlly,  cure^lhe  most 
deadly  snake  bites,  MentioM>  Tigres>'s  milk  as  their  cure 
f^n*  asthma,  and  the  (juince  or  tine,  of  li/tinacanf/ius  Com- 
munis,  as  a  certain  cure  for  ringworm. 

Oleate  of  Copper  is  recommended  for  eczema  and  ringworm, 

as  also  many  hepetic  affections  ;  may  be  t^ppropriately  united 

with  simple  ungent,  or  sweet  cream,  into  salve  or  liniment. 

Eczema,  some  selected  formuhe.  Oil  Cajeput  four  drachms 
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sapo  viridis  four  diacums;  ak-ohol,  (»ne  ounce;  M — to  be 
applied  dailv. 

Ungent  oxide  Zinc,  two  ounces  ;  oil  of  cajeput,  two  di>. 
M — to  be  constantly  yn  the  eruption. 

Bismuth  oxide,  one  drachm  ;  acidi  aleici,  one  ounce  ;  ce- 
rse  alba  three  drachms;  vaseline,  nine  drachms;  oil  rose, 
two  drops  ;  M — very  rine  application  to  the  hands.      X. 


BOOK  BE  VIE  Wis. 


The  Pathology,  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Diseases  of.  the 
Rectum  and  Anus.  By  Cliaries  B.  Kelse^s  M.  D.  IIIh. 
Wm.     Wood  &  Co.,  Yew  York:  410  Pages  Cloth,  $4.00. 

The  Author  writes  from  a  standpoint  of  extensive  experience, 
enters  into  the  real  merits  of  liis  tasiv  and  exalts  his  profession  b^- 
his  collated  facts  and  original  investigations. 

Maturity  of  attainment,  blended  with  profound  and  critical 
observation  lend  reliance  to  his  treatment. 

Of  the  importance  of  this  subject,  no  one  can  doubt,  while  the 
lack  of  rational  and  successful  treatise  has  been  a  professional 
odium. 

The  work  has  much  to  be  admired,  a  great  amount  to  be  learned 
and  more  to  be  practiced  than  is  elswhere  obtainable. 

Executed  in  clean  ty[)e  letter,  on  elegant  paper,  and  bound  in 
Win.  Woods  &  Co.      Super!)  and  elegant  Style. 

Book  &  Stationary  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Pathological    Anatomy  Jeancon.     Parts,  15,  1(>,  17,  1«  and   19, 
of  this    great   Illustrated,    elucidum  of  the  digestive    track 
and  organs,  are  now  out  and  ready  for  delivery. 
We  have  presented  the  claims  of  this  elegant  and  to  be  piized 
work,    heretofore,  and    were    it  in  our  power  to  pencil    a  more 
vivid  and  lasting  impression  of  its  values,    should  most  certainlj- 
do  so.     To  the  want  of  proper  acquaintance  with  this  subject,  is 
largely  due  the*  prevailing  inaptency  of  the  medical  profession  at 
large,  and  the  which  is  to  be    lamented.     Let  us  hope   that  this 
pleasing  object    lesson     series,   may  serve  as  a  stimulus  to  the 
dereHct   and    unstudious,    until  stnng  by  conscientious  whipi)ings 
they  may  purchase,  read,  study  and  master,  the  subject. 
Price  $1.00  per  each  i)art,  25  hi  number.     Address, 

Progress  Publishing  Co.  Cincinnati  Ohio. 
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Physicians  Handbook  of  Pharmacy  and  T«ekapeutics.  ByJameB 
E.  Lilley ; — Eli  Lilly  &  Co.  Indianapolis  Indiana ;  Publishers. 
Price  50   cents, 

Thisi  may  be  termed  a  companion  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  in  as  fai* 
as  Fluid  Extracts,  Pills,  aiul  Pharmaceutical  preparations  are  con- 
cerned. The  notes  to  the  various  drugs  are  drawn  from  standard 
authority.  Regular  Eclectic  and  Iloma?opathic.  As  a  work  of 
reference  it  is  concise  systematic  and  authoritative.  There  is  no 
attempt  to  advertise  new  preparations,  or  the  particular  make  of 
the  firm  who  are  its  publishers. 

The  book  contains  a  posological  table  ;  Poisons  and  antidotes ; 
cuart  of  eiuptive  fevers ;  method  of  calculating  period  of  utero 
gestation ;  the  most  approved  methods  of  examining  urine  and 
much  other  information  useful  not  only  to  the  student  of  medicine 
but  also  to  the  busy  practitioner. 

To  the  country  practitioner  and  all  who  dispense  their  own 
medicines,  tliis  little  work  is  not  only  valuable  but  indispensable. 

In  looking  over  Uie  work  we  see  some  formula  of  rare  merit 
and  convenience,  viz,  Elixir  Purgans  ;  Fluid  Extracts  Tolu,  Ginger. 
Opium  Camphorated,  Ipecac,  Cinchona  Comp.  Detannated,  Laven- 
der Comp.  Rhubarb  and  Potassa  Comp.  iSquill  Comp.  from  which 
clear  syrups  free  from  precipitates  can  be  prepared.  E. 

Receivkd;tiie   Vacoination   Enquirek   for   April; — A 
reply  to  the  question  is,  "Vaccination  scientific"  ;  A  few 

facts  concerning  Vaccinating,  the  table  of  their  8niall-pox; 

Ho.s[)ital    nurses;  Playfair's  Locii    reviewed,    Pasteur   and 

Jenner,  an  example  and  a  warning.     The  Anti-Vaccination 

Act.  etc., 
All    publications    and    tracts    from   the  Anti-Vaccination 

Society  of  England.     Address    114    Victoria   Street,    west 

minster,  8.  VV.  London,  England. 

IMPORTANT  TO  DOCTORS  AM)  O'J  HERS. 
The   Ohio   &    Mississippi    Railway    will    make    half-fare 
excursion  rates  to  Deer  Park,   Maryland,  June   l4th,    15th 
and    1^);  account    the   Homoeopathic    McMlical  Convention, 
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tickets  good  returning  to  include  June  21st.  This  is  :i  good 
opportunity  for  all  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  mountain  air, 
2700  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

A  midst  the  multitudinou?i  efforts  at  producing  a  perfect 
combination  of  deodorizer  and  disinfectant,  nothing  yet 
offered  seems  to  compare  with  the  absolute  properties  of 
Gi-ane's   Chloral  um. 

A  beautiful  combination  of  chemicals  mosstly  from  the 
inorganic  world,  so  combined  as  to  present  the  highest 
deodorant  and  disinfecting  qualities  ever  yet  discovered. 

C.  J.  Taylor,  Agt.  6t.  Louis  Mo. 

The  attention  of  Medical  Gentlemen  is  respectfully  called 
to  the  following  facts: 

The  subscribers  beg  to  remind  thoseof  the  profession  who 
prescribe  his  Hypophosphites  that  fraudulent  substitutes 
are  sometimes  dispensed  when  Syr:  Hypophos:  Fellows, 
Vir:  is  ordered,  not  only  causing  disappointment  in  failing 
to  benefit  the  sufferer,  but  actually  involving  the  life  of  the 
patient. 

Samples  of  fictitious  Syrups  are  sent  us  from  time  to 
time;  they  have  invariably  been  lacking  in  the  indispensable 
characteristics  of  my  preparation,  have  an  acid  reaction, 
and  deposit  Strychnia  on  standing.  One  case,  is  reported 
in  Doublin,  where  the  Medical  Attendance  experienced  great 
difficulty  in  saving  the  life  of  a  patient  who  had  partaken 
the  last  spoonful  in  the  bottle  of  one  of  these  fictitious 
compounds.  Please  read  the  observations  on  page  64, 
**Syr:  Hypophos:  Co:  Fellows"  (No.  1  Treatise),  or  page 
63,  * 'Pulmonary  Diseases"  (No  2  Treatise),  or  page  63, 
"Nervous  Diseases"  (No.  3  Treatise),  and  oblige, 
Jas.  I.  Fellows,  67,  Holborn  Viaduct,  London,  England. 
Business  Address,  T.  C.  Stratton,  Sec, 

48,  Vesey  Street,  New  York. 
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Shorty  Pithy  and  Practical  Articles  Solicited. 


If  thou  hast  Truth  to  utter. 
Speak  it  holdly—  npeak  It  all. 


MENORRHAGIA  AND  METORRHAGIA. 

JAMES  EG  AX,  M.  I). 

Menorrhagia  signifies  profuse  menstruation.  Hemorrhage 
during  the  intermenstrual  period  is  termed  metorrhagia. 

These  two  uterine  disturbances  are  so  closely  related  that 
it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  separate  them  clinically. 

The  forms  of  presentation  are  various.  In  some  persons 
the  quantity  lost  increases  and  the  time  is  extended ;  in 
others  the  quantity  is  gradually  increased  from  month  to 
month  ;  in  others  clots  appear  with  pain  and  increased  dis- 
charge flow;  in  others  there  is  hemorrhage  at  the  periods 
and  during  the  interval ;  in  others  there  is  an  almost  con- 
tinuous discharge  ;  and  again  in  some  the  flooding  appears 
suddenly. 

The  amount  of  blood  lost  at  a  menstrual  period  varies 
from  four  to  six  ounces  ;  the  duration  of  the  flow  is  from 
three  to  six  days.  In  both  of  these  circumstances  there  is 
a  wide  variation,  with  different  wonuM),  within  the  limits  of 
health  J  and  we  can  diagnose  a  diseased  condition  only  when 
the  general  health  suffers  in  consequence  of  the  drain.    An 
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amount  which  is  natural   and  suitable  to  the  health  of  one 
woman  may  he  excessive  and  weakening  to  another. 

Anemia  is  the  obvious  effect  of  menorrhagia,  and  this 
again,  owing  to  the  blood  being  watery  and  deficient  in  red 
corpuscles,  leads  to  flo()ding.  There  are  various  producing 
cause.'*  of  an  anemic  and  menorrhagic  condition  a  few  of 
the  most  important  of  wbich  we  niention,  viz.  Insufficient 
food,  overwork  and  bad  hygienic  surroundings,  especially 
impure  air;  a  hot  or  malarial  climate,  as  the  tixjpics;  chn)nic 
disease  of  the  great  organs  as  Brights  disease  of  the  kidneys  ; 
constitutional  diseases  as  syphilis  and  lead  poisoning;  all 
acute  and  exanthematous  diseases  as  Typhus,  Typhoid  and 
Scarlet  Fever.  Persons  who  are  naturally  weak  and  deli- 
cate are  oftener  the  subjects  of  menorrhagia  than  those  of 
the  opposite  condition,  plethoric. 

Plethora  is  a  common  cause  of  menorrhagia  as  it  is  c)f 
amenorrhcea.  Before  the  appearance  of  the  flow  there  is 
thirst,  headache  and  giddiness  which  at  once  subsides  when 
the  menstrual  flux  appears. 

Nervous  disturbances  originating  in  excess  of  gayety  and 
pleasure,  and  immoderate  sexual  intercourse  are  causative 
of  menorrhagia. 

Flooding  is  symtomatic  of  ovarian  disturbance  and  where 
the  cause  is  obscure  it  will  be  well  to  examine  the  ovaries 
for  irritative  excitation  and  functional  over  activity. 

There  are  cases  where  the  most  careful  examination  dis- 
closes no  abnormal  condition  of  the  reproductive  organs. 
The  cause  exists  though  not  discovered.  Menorrhagia  is 
hut  a  symptom  and  whenever  there  is  flooding  it  is  due  to  a 
pathological  cause.  In  such  cases  a  rectal  examination  may 
with  propriety  be  instituted  as  menorrhagia  is  often  the 
outcome  of  a  diseasied  rectum.  Uterine  disease  demandinsr 
sursfical  interference  is  the  most  common  cause  of  floodinu^ 
both  at  the  menstrual  period  and  at  other  times.  The  most 
frequent  are  flexions,  displacements,  tumors,  polypi,  cancer, 
erosions,  lacerations,  inversion,  subinvolution,  retained  pla- 
centa, abortions,  clot  of  blood  in  the  uterus  and  a  hyperemic 
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condition  of  the  uterine  mucous  membrane,  which  is  soft 
fljibby,  vascular  and  swollen  and  thickened.  As  resrards 
Polypi  their  size  l)ear  Jio  rehition  to  the  amount  of  flooding  ; 
oftentimes  a  minute  polypus  will  cause  more  hemorrhage 
than  a  Urger  growth.  At  the  menopause  floodings  are  to 
some  extent  frequent  and  it  is  a  popular  notion  that  they 
are  beneficial  and  not  hurtful.  Again  we  repeat  that  every 
hemorrhage  hoM  a  pathological  cause  which  mtist  be  discov- 
ered. In  flooding  at  the  menopau.se,  cancer  and  tumors^ 
mu«t  be  borne  in  mind;  and  if  cancer  be  the  cause  the  soon- 
er it  be  ascertained  the  better  as  in  the  incipient  stage  surg- 
ical means  may  afford  relief. 

Uterine  hemorrhage  is  not  a  trivial  disease ;  death  has  in 
many  cases  resulted  and  this  even  in  young  women  under 
great  erotic  excitement  at  inception  of  menstruation. 

As  there  is  great  variation  in  the  gravity  of  the  symptoms 
so  the  treatment  varies.  In  cases  where  anemia  and  plethora 
are  the  cause  these  conditions  must  be  removed,  and,  as  a 
uterine  tonic,  Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound  administered. 
For  the  anemia  Iron  is  indicated  together  with  vegetable 
tonics  like  hydrastis  or  compound  tincture  of  gentian.  Ple- 
thora is  best  relieved  by  restiicted  diet,  exercise,  and  a  sa- 
line purgative  to  keep  the  bowels  soluble. 

In  the  case  of  men<irrhagia  from  rectal  disease,  treatment 
adapted  to  the  case  must  be  given.  Topical  applications 
can  be  applied  for  rectal  ulcers,  fissures  and  piles. 

In  the  case  of  weak  and  delicate  women  and  those  who 
have  undermined  their  health  by  late  hours,  dancing, ^ayety 
and  pleasure,  it  will  be  necessary  to  prohibit  such  habits 
and  in  their  place  substitute  non  stimulating  diet  and  healthy 
exercise. 

Where  the  ovary  is  at  fault  the  combination  of  the  Bro- 
mides with  Haydens  Viburnum  Compound  will  be  found 
curative. 

The  number  of  causative  forces  are  so  numerous  that  it 
is  impracticable  to  enumerate  them,  let  alone  give  the  treat- 
ment adapted.      Such  would  demand  a  volume   upon  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


294  ST.    LOUIS    .MKI>ICAI.    .JOURNAL. 


diseases  of  vvonieii.  If  there  he  dots  of  blood  or  Ji  retained 
placenta  they  must  be  removed.  Inversion  of  the  uterus 
must  be  treated  during  the  intermenstrual  period  when  an 
attempt  may  be  made  to  replace  it.  All  abnormal  growths 
fungUv^,  granular  or  polypoid  must  be  n^moved.  This  can  be 
effected  by  the  curette,  the  serrated  scoop  or  the  ecraseur. 
In  cases  of  Endometritis  remedial  measures  may  be  applied 
during  the  intermenstrual  period  but  not  during  the  ten 
|day8  prior  to  the  period.  A  few  days  subsequent  to  the 
menstrual  flow  is  the  preferable  tiuM*  f(n*  topical  applica- 
tions. 

In  the  case  of  large  fibroid  tumors  where  life  is  in  imi- 
nent  danger  extirpation  of  the  tumor  is  the  only  means  of 
stopping  the  hemorrhage  in  a  larj:e  proportion  of  cases. 
A,nal  medication  combined  with  hypodermic  injections  of 
ergotine  will  sometimes  avail  where  the  uterus  is  enlarged, 
with  a  deep  cavity,  and  the  effect  of  the  remedy  is  to  con- 
tract the  fibres  and  reduce  the  dimensions.  If  medication 
fails  to  produce  this  result  it  is  worse  than  useless.  Anal 
medication  alone  will  not  avail  ;  but  hypodermic  injections 
have  mitigated  the  heuKn-rhage  and  rendered  life  comfortable 

It  has  been  repeated  by  various  writers  that  there  are 
cases  where  the  most  careful  examination  has  disclosed  no 
abnormal  condition  of  the  reproductive  organs  or  any  un- 
healthy condition  of  the  general  system.  We  repeat,  the 
attendant  has  failed  to  discover  the  cause  but  it  noi\e  the 
less  exists. 

The  treatment  of  uterine  hemorrhage  whether  menorrha- 
gia  or  metrorrhagia  is  similar.  When  danger  is  iminent  the 
bleeding  must  be  stopped  as  quickly  as  posibly.  The  phy- 
sician who  has  presence  of  mind  and  command  of  resources 
in  emergencies  can  always  effect  this.  Except  when  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  life,  no  operation  should  be  per- 
formed upon  a  female  during  menstruation  ;  in  some  cases 
this  is  unavoidable. 

Rest  in  the  recumbent  |)osition  is  the  first  thing  to  be  en- 
joined.    Persons  afflicted   with   menorrhagia  should  lay  as 
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iiiucli  as  posible  on  the  lounge  or  l)ed  for  three  or  four  days 
prei*eding  as  well  as  during  the  flow.  Exercise  of  any  kind 
tends*  to  inerease  heinorrhaire.  If  the  hemorrhage  he  serious 
the  rest  must  l»e  absolute;  the  patient  is  not  to  rise  even 
for  the  necesities  of  nature.  The  foot  of  the  bed  may  be 
raised  or  the  hips  elevated.  iStiniulants  and  nutrient  can 
be  administered  to  counteract  the  weakness  arising  from 
loss  of  blocKl.  Carbonate  of  ammonia  in  five  ,<rrain  doses  and 
egg  nog  will  be  found /fitting. 

In  mild  cases  wheiie  there  is  no  urgency  for  manual  in- 
terference specific  Tincture  Witch  Hazel  or  Cinnamon  in 
two  drop  doses  every  hour  will  be  found  efficient.  Oil  of 
cinnamon  is  also  beneficial.  There  are  many  reputed  uter- 
ine haemostatics  as  Ergot  or  its  equivalent  ergotine  ;  Gallic 
and  Tannic  acid,  Digitalis,  Indian  Hemp,  Sulphuric  acid; 
but  they  are  too  slow  in  action  where  dispatch  is  requisite. 
Where  ergot  is  used,  give  from  one-half  to  one  drachm  of 
the  fluid  ext.  and  repeat  frequently.  On  the  gravid  utenis  it 
takes  time  to  act;  and,  on  the  non  gravid,  it  is  still  slower. 

Ergotine  can  be  given  in  the  form  of  a  suppository,  about 
eight  grains  being  incorporated  in  the  mass.  It  may  also 
be  given  per  orum  in  doses  of  from  five  to  ten  grains  and 
repeated  every  five  or  six  hours.  The  better  plan  is  to  give 
it  hypodermically.  Fifteen  to  thiily  drops  of  the  following 
solution  may  be  injected. 

B     Ergotine  grs  30; 

Glycerine,  and  Water,  aa    ss  3, 

There  is  no  doubt  about  the  value  of  digitalis  and  Indian 
hemp  where  time  is  no  object.  In  India  where  menorrhagia 
is  a  common  complaint  Indian  hemp  is  much  used  and  ben- 
eficially ;  but  it  is  given  continuously.  Digitalis  occupies  a 
similar  position. 

In  malarial  regions  where  the  effects  of  chronic  malarial 
poisoning  produce  flooding,  the  arsenate  of  quiniain  doses 
of  one  third  of  a  grain,  three  times  daily  has  been  highly 
commended.     It  removes  the  anemic  condition  by  curing 
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the  malarial  fever  and  this  apxiii  is  curative  of  the  ineiior- 
rhagia. 

Sulphuric  acid  either  alone  or  what  is  better  combined 
with  a  saline  as  sulphate  of  magnesia  so  as  to  produce  a 
slightly  aperient  action  upon  the  bowels,  has  been  found  by 
some  a  useful  remedy.  It  mu.st  be  given  in  large  doses  to 
get  its  beneficial  effects.  From  one-half  to  one  drachm 
may  be  taken  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  twenty  f«)ur 
hcmrs,  in  divided  doses  largely  diluted  with  water. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  many  drags  which  have  been  used 
in  the  treatment  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  but  they  are  all 
inferior  to  the  Witch  Hazel  and  Cinnamon,  which  are  ben- 
eficial only  in  mild  cases  which  do  not  require  surgical  in- 
terference. 

The  variety  of  topical  applications  are  also  numerous.  A 
few  will  be  mentioned.  The  application  of  cold  to  the 
womb  by  applying  small  pieces  of  ice  to  it  in  the  vagina  was 
long  a  favorite  method. 

Far  superior  to  cold  in  the  suppression  of  hemorrhage, 
is  heat.  The  water  must  be  hot  as  the  hand  can  bear  from 
100  to  110  degrees  Fah:  and  with  this  the  vagina  can  be  ir- 
rigated. Dr.  Dugas  of  Augusta  Georgia,  devised  an  im- 
provement on  this  by  injecting  the  rectum.  A  Fountain 
or  Hall's  Syringe  or  any  other  instrument  which  throws  a 
continuous  stream  will  suit.  The  injection  can  be  retained 
by  placing  the  finger  on  the  anus  ;  but  no  force  must  be  used 
as  such  would  increase  the  danger  of  hemorrhage  in  place 
of  lessening  it. 

The  application  of  a  tampon  is  frequntly  the  only  means 
the  medical  attendant  has  at  his  command  more  especially 
in  country  districts.  A  small  sponge  will  sometimes  suffice  ; 
in  other  cases  the  vagina  must  be  tightly  packed  with  wool. 
This  is  an  easy  task  with  the  married  woman,  but  difficult 
and  often  impracticable  with  the  virgin. 

The  topi(5al  application  of  a  styptic  to  the  bleeding  sur- 
face may  be  employed.  Of  these  the  most  important  are 
vinegar,   solution  of  alum,  tincture  of  Iodine  and   liquor, 
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Ferri  sulphates.  Vine/.u*  is  always  at  hand,  and  hence,  I 
place  it  first.  It  is  hazardous  to  syringe  the  womb  when  di- 
lated, and  still  more  ^y  when  undilated.  Dilators  may  not 
be  at  hand  and  urgency  nniy  he  great.  In  such  cases,  sat- 
urate with  vinegar,  orastrong  solution  of  alum,  or  tincture 
of  lo line;  or  one  part  of  liquor  ferri  sulphates  and  two 
parts  water,  the  finest  col  ton  wool  ;  dry  and  express  any 
superfluous  liquid  ;  urap  a  suflicient  quantity  round  a  uterine 
sound,  or  probe,  or  extemporize  with  a  small  piece  of  whale- 
bone and  introduce  the  instrument  into  the  uterine  cavity. 
The  V>leeding  surface  may  be  well  swabbed,  and  the  appli- 
cation withdrawn  or  the  cotton  may  be  left  and  the  appli- 
cation removed.  The  application  may  remain  for,  from 
twelve  to  twenty  four  hours.  It  is  well  to  attach  a  thread 
to  the  cotton  so  that  the  patient  or  nurse  may  pull  it  away 
at  any  time. 

A  new  and  the  most  convenient,  cleanly,  expeditious  and 
effective  method  of  making  direct  local  applications  to  the 
bleeding  surface  of  the  endometria  is  by  Swift's  Vector 
cum  suppositoria.  The  style  required  for  the  uterus  is 
named  Vector  cupri mis  long.  It  is  a  copper  wire,  eight  inches 
long  clear  of  the  ring  which  forms  its  proximal  end.  The 
end  covered  by  the  suppository  is  rounded  and  smooth. 
The  Vector  is  pliable  and  can  be  bent  in  any  desired  shape. 
The  suppositorium  covers  the  last  two  inches  of  the  vector. 
It  adheres  to  the  v^jct  )r,  and  like  it  is  pliable;  and  will  not 
crack  or  tear  off  while  bending  the  vector.  The  supposito- 
ries are  made  of  any  formula  designed  by  the  i)hysician  and 
are  perfectly  soluble.  No  excipients  are  used  in  their  man- 
ufacture which  can  retard  or  weaken  the  thcrapuetic  action 
of  the  ingredients.  There  are  twenty  seven  formulae  kept 
in  stock,  a  list  of  which  can  be  obtained  by  sending  address 
of  writer  on  postal  card  to  Foote  &  Swift,  1539  Chesnut 
Street  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Formulai,  No. 21  and  22  are 
adapted  for  the  treatment  of  uterine  hemorrhage.  These 
formulas  will  entirely  dissolve  in  five  minutes,  and  a  one 
minute  application  will  in  many  cases  be  suflScient.     When 
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the  attendant  desires  to  allow  ihe  whole  suppository  to  l)e 
applied  and  the  vector  withdrawn,  he  can  grasp  it  next  the 
suppository  with  intra  uterine  forceps  and  withdraw  it 
through  the  instrument.  The  forceps  will  strip  off  the  su[)- 
positorium  and  leave  it  in  place  desired.  When  speedy  ac- 
tion is  desired,  dip  the  suppositorinni  in  waiter  about  95deg. 
Fah.  for  a  minute,  before  applying.  This  tinje  must  not 
be  exceeded  as  it  is  soluble  in  water  of  that  temperature 
and  leaves  a  foreign  substances  on  deposit.  If  prolonged 
action  be  required  insert  instrument  with()ut  moistemng. 

It  will  occur  to  the  reader  that  in  cases  of  flexions  and 
versions,  no  locjil  application  can  be  made  until  the  uterus 
be  reposited.  It  is  in  these  cases  that  the  vector  cum  sup- 
positoria  become  so  valuable.  Being  perfectly  flexible  it 
can  be  bent  to  any  desired  shape,  and  can  be  used  in  anj' 
emerengency  as  uterine  sound,  replacing  the  organ  and  at 
same  time  performing  its  curative  action. 

It  is  not  out  of  place  to  say  here  that  in  the  treatment  of 
Endometritis  Swift's  Vector  cum  suppositories  has  been 
found  a  most  valuable  treatment.  Any  agent  can  be  con- 
veyed directly  to  the  (Endometrium  through  acanuia  when  it 
is  desirable  not  to  touch  the  healthy  portion  of  the  vaginal 
and  uterine  passages. 

It  is  impracticable  to  give  the  exact  time  in  which  each 
suppositorium  is  dissolved  as  this  varies  in  different  cases 
according  to  the  heat  and  moisture  of  the  part,  and  the  sol- 
ubility of  the  varying  ingredients.  So  soon  as  the  instru- 
ment has  been  widely  tried  and  found  a  superior  mode  of 
topical  application,  each  physician  will  order  his  favorite 
fornmla,  and  one  application  will  afford  him  definite  infor- 
mation as  to  the  time  required  for  a  complete  solution  and 
absorption  of  his  suppository. 

The  last  and  most  powerful  resource  for  staying  uterine 
hemorrhage  and  one  which  cannot  fail  is  compression  of  the 
addominal  aorta  so  that  the  blood  supply  be  diminished  and 
a  blood  clot  be  formed.  In  spare  persons  as  well  as  those 
of  moderate  embonpoint  this  is  an  easy   matter ;     But   in 
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obese  persons  it  is  difficult,  and  luckily  iu  women  of  that 
habit,  the  operation  is  very  rarely  required. 

During  the  internicn;?trual  period  auxiliary  treatment  for 
the  womb  may  be  limited  to  a  uterine  tonic;  »ome  remedy 
which  possesses  a  direct  positive  effect  upon  that  organ. 

The  united  clinical  experience  of  thousands  have  given 
this  position  to  the  Viburnums,  and  Haydens  Viburnum 
Compound,  contains  properties  which  cannot  be  derived 
from  any  other  combination.  Such  is  the  judgement  of  the 
leading  physicians  and  gynecologists  of  the  day. 

After  cure,  extra  precautions  must  be  taken  at  each  re- 
turning period  ;  rest  and  quiet  must  be  enjoined  ;  the  bowels 
must  be  kept  open  and  sexual  intercourse  interdicted.  Similar 
precautions  are  advisable  in  all  cases  where  an  incurable  or- 
ganic disease  produces  the  hemorrhage.  By  this  means  the 
loss  of  blood  is  reduced  to  the  minimum. 

The  anemia  produced  by  exhausting  hemorrhages  demands 
nutritious  food,  iron,  tonics  and  healthful  exercise  in  the 
open  air.  The  cold  sponge  bath  will  be  found  grateful  and 
serviceable. 


RUPTURE. 

J.  RELLUM,  M.  D. 


From  the  Latin  rumpere  (to  break),  is  a  word  often  used 
in  a  very  wide  sense,  thus,  we  have  political  ruptures, -so- 
cial ruptures,-  bank  ruptures,-  business  ruptures  etc,- each 
having  its  own  cause :  though  in  a  medical  sense  the  word 
Rupture  or  Hernia,  if  we  take  the  Greek  word,  has  reference 
only  to  that  kind  of  break  which  we  find  in  the  soft  tissue 
parti(»ularly  in  the  lower  abdomen,  resulting  in  a  protrusion 
of  some  of  the  contained  viscera.  Its  causes  are  numerous 
and  too  well  known  to  most  medical  men  to  need  more  than 
a  passing  notice.  Any  sudden,  quick,  unprepared  for  mo- 
tion of  the  body  may  produce  a  rupture  somewhere  in  the 
abdominal  walls,   more   particularly   when  after  descent  of 
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the  testicles  of  the  nuile  the  <)|)eiiing  has  not  been  well  cU»- 
.sed,  it  nuiy  be  by  caughinir,  sneezing,  jumping,  falling, 
horseback-riding,  etc,  but  not  l)V  heavy  lifting  of  a  steady 
nature,  unless  the  brenth  slmuld  he  taken  while  the  load 
is  in  the  hands. 

Thai  people  should  become  ruptured  through  religious 
fanaticism  is  no  doubt  strange  to  most  readers,  yet  such  is  the 
irase  among  a  very  larger  sect  of  Jews  in  Gallicia  and  Russia. 
A  sect  that  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  rest  of  Jews,  that 
the  pietists  do  to  other  protestant,  denominations  ;  in  fact  their 
very  name '^Chasudim"  indicates  phis  people  in  English; 
so  strict  are  they  in  all  their  leligious  observances  that  they 
will  not  deviate  in  the  slighe^t  degree  from  ancient  customs 
and  usuages,  for  instance  an  aninial  that  may  be  considered 
healthy  among  other  Jews  would  in  many  cases  be  rejected 
by  them  unless  it  should  be  orthodoxly  immaculate,  even 
to  the  last  cell  in  the  lung  tissues  and  if  after  inflating  the 
^Mights"  of  any  animal  there  should  be  observed  the  least 
scar  of  a  ruptured  bloodvessel  or  former  tubercle,  it  is  in- 
stantly rejected,  no  mattei*  how  i>)or  tii.'  proprietors  of  the 
animal  should  be,  or  however  well  the  meat  should  look 
to  the  eye.  Bathing  is  part  of  their  necessary  observances, 
and  a  system  of  prayer  pursued  with  such  fervor  and  tenac- 
ity, that  it  puts  all  n^ethodist  camp  meetings  a  long  dis- 
tance in  the  shade.  There  are  prayers  before  meals  and 
after  meals,  at  sundown  and  at  dark,  when  the  stars  come 
out,  and  when  it  is  time  to  go  to  bed,  thus,  it  would  tjike 
at  least  three  hours  a  day  for  the  best  exjiert  to  assuage  their 
Deity.  But  no  fast  must  be  broken  .Mud  no  prayer  shall  lie 
offered  without  the  body  be  clean  inside  as  well  as  on  the 
surface,  hence  a  daily  scouiing  of  the  system  internally, 
externally  and  eternally,  is  indispensable —  would  not  that 
be  a  splendid  field  for  compound  catharic  pills?  Why  has 
not  some  enterprising  yankee  shipped  a  ton  or  two,  to  help 
the  soul's  salvation  of  the  one,  and  the  financial  salvation 
of  the  other,  for  by  the  want  of  it  our  Jewish  brethrien  of 
Gallicia    and   Russia,  of  the    above    mentioned  sect,    have 
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strained  daily  to  obtain  a  Jiuhstaiitial  passage  from  the  bow- 
els, until  isoineth'rng  had  to  i)urst,  and  rupture,  in  most 
irases  the  result.  You  will  see  them  there  by  the  hundreds, 
from  Rabbi  down  to  the  boy  who  aspires  to  be  one  carrying 
often  big  loads  before  them  of  their  own  intestines,  some 
of  them  carrying  the  unruly  bowels  in  a  sling,  slung  over 
their  shoulders,  at  once  strange  to  behold,  startling,  pitiful 
and  unsightly. 

Some  of  the  readers  of  this  article  would  probably  look 
for  a  remedy,  particularly  if  tiiey  are  interested  parties;  to 
them  we  bring  the  satisfactory^  news,  that  contrary  to  pop- 
ular opinion,  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  most  text-books 
and  Professors  of  the  healing  art,  we  are  happy  to  inform 
them  that  nearly  every  case  of  Hernia  can  be  cured  by  me- 
chanical aid  unless  the  same  be  already  strangulated  and 
irreducible. 
Vienna  Rupture  Institute,  ot  St.  LoiiIm.  Mo. 


POSITIVE  AND  NEGATIVE  INFECTION. 

B,     ACHELOR. 


That  all  nature  is  bui4t  on  the  dual  plan  is  demonstrated 
in  all  the  sciences.  In  magnetism  one  end  of  the  magnet 
attracts,  the  other  repels  ;  one  end  of  the  magnetic  needle 
points  always  north,  the  other  south.  In  electricity  there 
is  the  positive  and  the  negative.  In  the  photographing  pro- 
cess too,  there  is  a  positive  and  negative.  All  animated  na- 
ture is  male  and  female. 

Whenever  the  difference  between  positive  and  negative 
infection  is  well  writen  up  and  well  understood,  we  will  be 
able  to  control  and  prevent  all  epidemic  diseases,  in  man 
and  all  the  domestic  animals. 

That  vaccination  is  a  prophylactic  against  Small-pox  ;  that 
small-pox,  measels,  mumps,  whooping-cough  and  some 
other  diseases,  never  attack  a  person  but  once  are  facts  ac- 
cepted without  controversy. 
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But  any  intelligent  tangible  reasu.iing  person  easily  un- 
derstands why  this  is  the  case ;  but  why,  no  eminent  writer 
has  explained  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

It  is  something  that  remains  to  be  seen,  whether  the 
explanation  B.  Achelor  gives  as  to  why  a  person  will  only 
have  these  diseases  once,  is  the  correct  explanation  or  not. 
If  it  is  the  true  explanation  any  person  of  ordinary  intelli- 
gence will  comprehend  and  understand  it ;  and  consequently 
accept  it  as  correct ;  but  if  nobody  can  comprehend  and  un- 
derstand it  but  himself,  then  it  is  a  fraud  and  a  humbug. 

To  understand  the  subject  properly  the  reader  must  take 
statements  on  trust  until  he  understands  the  subject  better. 

One  of  these  statements  is  that  the  process  of  digestion 
and  assimilation  is  a  succession  of  ferments  one  after  an- 
other;  that  the  saliva  of  the  mouth,  the  gastric  secretion  of 
stomach,  the  bile  and  all  the  other  secretions  concerned  in 
the  process  of  dige^ion  are  negatives. 

The  next  thing  in  order  is  to  explain  what  is  meant  by 
zymotic  or  spontaneous  fermentation^ 

Just  so  long  as  any  of  the  glands  do  not  secrete  beyond 
the  economic  wants  of  nature,  there  is  no  zymotic  ferment ; 
or  to  make.it  plainer,  there  is  no  zymotic  ferment  of  the  se- 
cretions until  after  it  is  discharged  from  the  gland.  It  is 
an  inherent  property  in  the  juice  of  fruits  to  undergo  vin- 
ous fermentation  as  soon  as  separated  from  the  fruit,  but 
never  while  contained  in  the  fruit.  The  secretion  of  glands 
are  exactly  analogous ;  their  secretions  undergo  zymotic 
fermentation  as  soon  as  discharged,  never  before.  The  fe- 
male of  any  species  of  animal  can  only  be  fertilized  when 
there  is  a  zymotic  ferment  in  the  secretion  of  the  ovaries. 
In  the  case  of  sterility  amoyg  women,  in  ninety  eight  per 
cent  of  the  cases,  there  is  no  discharge  from  the  ovaries. 

Just  what  the  fungoid  tribe  of  plants  are  in  the  vegetable 
kingdom  ;  sporadic  and  infectious  diseases  are  in  the  animal 
kingdom.  The  flowering  plants  grow  out  of  the  soil-funus  ; 
plants  grow  only  on  organized  matter,  all  animals  feed  — 
all  infectious  diseases  are  fungus  animal  growths  that  make 
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little  disturbance  in  the  system  while  growing,  but  they 
throw  a  quantity  of  dead  matter  into  the  circulation  when 
they  die,  that  causes  fever. 

The  best  analogy  of  positive  and  negative  infection  is  a 
plant.  A  seed  makes  a  plant,  and  a  plant  makes  a  seed. 
When  a  seed  makes:  a  plant,  it  perij^hes;  when  a  plant  ri- 
pens its  seed,  it  dies.  If  a  disease  is  propagated  by  a  neg- 
ative, the  analogy  is  in  propagating  plants  by  layers  and 
cuttings. 

Small-pox  appears  to  find  its  negative  in  the  mucous  of 
the  nose,  those  persons  of  scrofulous  tendency  in  childhood 
have  a  profuse  discharge  from  the  nose,  reddened  eyes,  and 
when  they  get  older  unclean  genitals — an  attack  of  small- 
pox invariably  stops  these  profuse  discharges,  consequently 
the  positive  infection  can  never  afterwards  find  a  negative. 

Vaccination  has  the  same  effect.  When  small-pox  is  con- 
tracted in  the  natural  way  a  large  amount  of  the  positive  is 
generated  and  carried  into  the  glands  of  the  skin,  where  it 
makes  first  negative  and  then  positive.  Reverse  the  case, 
let  the  first  negative  be  made  in  the  glands  of  the  surface, 
only  a  very  small  amount  of  positive  or  negative  will  be 
generated ;  consequently  the  disease  will  be  mild. 

The  best  example  or  instance  of  the  effect  of  a  disease  in 
reducing  the  secretion  of  a  gland,  is  found  in  mumps. 

After  mumps  once  affects  the  testicles  of  males,  or  the 
breasts  of  females,  the  secretion  of  the  glands  are  very 
much  reduced,  and  the  gland  frequently  atrophies. 

Asiatic  Cholera  finds  its  negative  in  the  lungs  ;  only  those 
persons  who  have  a  tendency  toward  tuberculous  Consump- 
tion are  liable  to  an  attack  of  cholera. 

The  negative  in  the  lungs  communicates  negative  to  the 
white  corpucles  in  the  blood.  The  rice  water  discharge  is 
the  negative  that  will  eventua41y  make  a  positive  that  will 
rise  and  float  in  the  air  and  spread  the  disease.  Whenever 
the  people  become  wise  enough  to  carefully  destroy,  (put 
in  the  earth,)  the  rice  water  discharges ;  Asiatic  Cholera  will 
not  be  allowed  to  spread  ;  and  not  until  then.     Ther^  is  no 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


304  ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL    JOURNAL. 

danger  at  all  at  the  bed  side  in  Asiatic  Cholera. 

Ill  experiments  made  on  the  diseases  of  our  domestic  an- 
imals is  where  all  important  truths  and  the  important  facts 
may  be  learned. 

More  is  to  be  learned  from  Milk  sickness  and  Texas  fe- 
ver, than  any  other  diseases.  The  heel  fly  of  Texas  is  a 
congener  of  the  Glassina  Marritans,  or  African  Tsetse. 

The  heel  fly  of  Texas  bites  in  the  split  of  the  hoof  where 
it  makes  a  running  sore ;  an  infinanily  small  (juantity  of 
this  sore  heel  virus,  left  on  the  grass  will  kill  native  cattle, 
while  it  is  perfectly  harmless  to  the  Texas  herd  that  has 
once  had  the  same  disease,  but  simply  conimunicated  to 
them  in  a  different  manner.  And  agan,  the  disease  is  nev- 
er communicated  from  one  to  another  among  the  native 
cattle;  and  again,  the  dogs  that  eat  native  cattle  that  die 
of  this  affection  are  not  made  sick ;  yet  if  they  feed  on  an 
animal  that  dies  from  milk  sick,  they  will  be  taken  with 
milk  sick  in  a  period  varying  from  forty  days  to  several 
months  afterwards,  and  if  they,  are  given  the  virus  from  the 
sore  heals  of  Texas  cattle  it  will  give  them  milk  sick  the 
same  as  though  they  had  fed  on  dead  milk  sick  cattle.  Cer- 
tainly this  is  conclusive  evidence  of  a  number  of  very 
important  facts  One  of  which  is,  that  nailk  sick  and 
Texas  fever  are  only  different  forms  of  the  same  disease  ; 
while  one  form  is  so  light  as  not  to  make  the  animal  pcr- 
ceptably  sick,  another  form  will  kill  in  a  very  short  time. 
Another  fact  is  that  venoms  make  infections.  A  few  bites 
of  the  Illinois  milk  sick  fly  will  give  a  cow  the  milk  sick, 
during  the  attack  she  will  give  milk  enough  to  give  one 
hundred  calves  the  milk  sick  ;  each  calf  when  it  dies  would 
communicate  the  disease  to  five  hundred  dogs ;  and  each 
dog  when  it  died  would  afford  a  meal  for  fifty  buzzards  ; 
and  each  buzzard  would  have  milk  sick  enough  in  it  when 
it  died,  to  kill  fifty  cats  ;  and  all  these  animals  and  fowls 
liable  to  the  disea.se,  and  it  loses  none  of  its  malignity  by 
being  transferred   from   one  species  of  animal  to  another. 
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PHTHISIFORM  COMPLAINTS  AND  TllEIR  METHOD 
OF  TREATMENT. 
TRANSLATED — '^ L'  Organe  ilela  Confraternite  Medicale,'' 

DR.  H.  NOTEBUERT 


Some  sixty  to  seventy  years  ago,  at  the  time  of  the  jip- 
pearance  of  the  works  of  Laeniiee  and  De  Bayle,  the  found- 
ers of  the  dortrine  of  tuberculosis  or  spec! He  neoplasie,  of 
pulmonary  phthisis,  the  average  duration  of  the  evolution 
of  phthisis  was  fixed  at  the  term  of  two  years.  The  pro- 
u:ress  made  in  the  art  has  allowed  the  struggle  to  be  pro- 
longed by  two  more  years,  which  would  fix  the  evolution  of 
phthisis  at  four  years,  in  accordance  with  statistical  data  of 
Williams. 

Let  us  take  the  average  at  three  year,  and  the  habitual 
mortality,  in  respect  of  pulmonary  phthisis,  at  11  per  cent. 
As  the  mortality  is  20  per  1000  inhai)itants  during  the  year, 
out  of  the  5,f)00,00()  souls  forming  the  population  of  Bel- 
gium, 112,0()0  inhabitants  pay  their  tribute  to  the  inexora- 
ble laws  of  nature.  Of  these  112,000,  the  sufferers  from 
phthisis,  reckoned  as  ai)()ve  at  11  per  cent.,  count  for 
12,320,  and  as  the  average  struggle  is  three  years,  some 
24,640,  combatants  are  engaged  theiein.  From  the  1st. 
January  to  the  31st  December,  we  may,  therefore,  calculate 
that  there  are  about  37,000  consumptive  persons  in  Belgium. 

All  these  persons  are  carried  off  by  mai'asmus;  their  lives 
are  extinguished  like  lamps,  though  want  of  oil,  if  we  ex- 
cept a  small  fraction  who  are  removed  a  little  earlier  through 
complications  which  cause  a  more  rai)id  march,  such  as 
pluro-pneumonia,  diarrhcea,  henoptysis,  meningites,  and 
accidental  intecurrent  diseases. 

It  is,  thf^iefore,  the  exhaustion  of  nutritive  matter  which 
preludes  the  extinction  of  the  vital  forces.  This  certainly, 
derived  both  from  science  and  experience,  is  a  great  stride 
in  advance,  and  indicates  the  mode  of  treatment  that  should 
be  adopted, — we  must  feed,  nourish,  strengthen  the  blood. 
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put  oil  into  the  lamp,  in  the  shape  of  oleaginous  matter  (ccid- 
liver  oil  or  glycerine,  pure  alcohols)  feculents  or  nialtines  ; 
for  no  other  method  c»f  treatment  mu  bring  healtli  to-  those 
suffering  from  consumption.  Every  other  mode  is  but  a 
variation  adopted  for  special  cases.  Consumption  has, 
therefore,  to  trust  to  the  administration  of  himatogenes  in 
unison  with  vital  incitants  ;  iron,  iodine,  arsenic,  strychnine, 
hypophosphites,  and  phosjihates, —  oleaginous  and  feculent 
or  hydro-carburets. 

These  therapeutics  will  remain  immutable,  and  the  phar- 
maceutical art,  which  flows  in  this  direction,  will  always 
find  its  products  sought  after  and  obtain  success.  This  is 
the  secret  of  the  triumph  and  ever  increasing  favoi*  of  that 
ingenious  preparation  which  we  owe  to  James  I.  Fellows, 
and  which  constitutes  an  improvement  of  an  idea  originally 
started  by  Churchill.  The  latter  contented  himself  with 
hypophosphite  of  sodium  and  lime,  manganese  and  potash. 
James  I.  Fellows,  introduced  the  hypophosphites  of  the 
vital  incitant  par  excellens,  strychnine,  the  tonic  furnished 
by  that  precious  Peruvian  bark  quinine  and  finally,  the  two 
reconstituant  agents  of  the  red  globules  iron  and  manga- 
nese. The  remedy  is  dosimetric  at  bottom,  allopatic  in  form 
and  aspect.  It  realizes  the  utile  and  the  dulc,  and,  together 
with  cod-liver  oil.  meets  all  the  requirements  of  phthisiform 
diseases. 


PRACTICAL  THERAPEUTICS.    ^ 

L.  H.  WASHINGTON,  M.  D. 

Incontinence  of  UHne, 
Atropia,  1  grain ;   acetic  acid,  6  drops ;    pure  water,  5 
ounces,  mix.     Dose,  for  an  adult,  a  teaspoonful  3  times 
a  day,   until  dilated  pupil   and  dry  throat  appears. 

Solution  persulphate  of  iron,  tincture  of  cantharides, 
each,  4, 1-2  drachms ;  fluid  extract  hydrastis,  1-2  drachm  ; 
peppermint  water,  spearmint  water,  each,  1-2  ounce;  sim- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL   JOURNAT  .  307 

pie  syrup,  I  ounce,   mix.    Dose.    A  teaspooiiful  in  a  Iktle 
water  three  times  a  day. 

Powdered  bethroot,  cimcifuga,  craneshill,  wild  cherry 
bark,  hemlock  hark,  each,  1-2  ounce.  Mix,  and  put  a  tahle- 
sporinful  of  the  mixture  to  a  pint  of  boiling  water,  drink 
Jill,  cold,  during  the  day. 

In  the  chronic  enuresis  of  children,  from  six  tx)  twelve 
years  of  age,  due  to  hypercesthesia  of  the  bladder.  Dr. 
Veechitti  has  employed  chloral  hydrate  with  success.  He 
administers  it  at  bedtime,  in  doses  of  from  nine  to  eleven 
grains. 

Benzoic  acid  has  been  used  with  entire  success ;  in  many 
cases  after  failure  of  other  remedies.  It  may  be  given  in 
doses  of  from  10  to  15  grains,  in  a  wineglassful  of  cinna- 
mon water,  3  times  a  day,  to  an  adult,  and  5  to  8  grains  to 
a  child  of  ten  years. 

If  they  blistered  the  childs  sarcum,  put  itvOn  tincture  of 
iron  and  belladonna,  and  gave  no  salt  in  its  food,  they  would 
have  very  few  cases  of  incontinence  of  urine. 

T.  M.  Madden,  M.  D. 

Incontinence  of  urine  due  to  enlarged  prostate,  fluid  ex- 
tract of  ergot  in  teaspoonful  doses  3  times  a  day  proves  of 
marked  benefit. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Hayden  enumerates  four  points  which  seem  to 
hold  out  the  prospect  of  cure  of  incontinence  of  urine  in 
children,  viz:  First  training  the  child  to  retain  its  water 
during  the  day  as  long  as  possible.  Second,  the  cold  douche. 
Third,  the  moderate  use  of  fluids  towards  night,  total  ab- 
dtinence  form  tea.  Fourth,  the  internal  use  of  belladonna, 
given  in  increasing  doses,  till  its  specific  effects  are  produced. 

A  girl,  aged  13  years,  had  been  troubled  since  a  child 
with  nocturnal  incontinence  of  urine,  not  failing  for  several 
years  to  wet  the  bed  every  night.  Had  tried  every  conceiv- 
able plan  of  treatment,  with  no  benefit  until  I  prescribed 
the  following  ;  Chloral  hydrate,  5  drachms  ;  syrup  of  orange- 
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peel,  2  ounce:  water,  2  ounces.  Mix.  Dose.  A  teaspooiiful 
at  bedtime.  The  cure  was  commenced  at  once  and  complete 
after  first  week,  it  not  i)ein2:  necessary  to  use  whole  of  fii-st 
bottle.     G.  W.  Davis,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Wm.  A.  Hammond  says;  In  nocturnal  incontinence 
of  urine  I  have  found  the  following  plan  of  treatment  so 
efficacious  that  I  have  for  several  years  past  adopted  it  ex- 
clusively. 1.  supposing  the  patient,  as  is  generally  ihe  imsi^^ 
to  be  a  child,  the  bladder  should  be  emptied  on  going  to 
bed,  and  then  two  or  three  times  afterwards,  the  |)atient 
should  be  taken  up  and  again  n)ade  to  urinate.  2.  Sleeping 
on  the  back  should  be  prevented.  The  prone  position  is 
one  which,  of  all  others,  increases  the  amount  of  blood  in 
the  cord,  and  hence  augments  its  irritability.  3.  The  fol- 
lowing prescription  should  be  given  for  several  months  — 
three  or  four  at  least  —  if  stopped  sooner  the  affection  is 
liable  to  return;  Bromide  of  zinc,  1-2  ounce  ;  fluid  exti'uct 
of  ergot,  4  ounces.  Mix.  Dose,  ten  drops  3  times  a  day, 
increased  five  drops  every  month.  To  be  given  after  meals 
as  being  then  less  apt  to  excite  nausea  or  vomiting.  If  eith- 
er of  these  symptoms  prove  troublesome,  the  ensuing  two 
or  three  doses  may  be  somewhat  smaller.  Children  of  from 
four  to  twelve  years  of  age  can  take  the  foregoing  quantities 
without  disturbance  of  the  general  health,  and  even  for 
adults  it  is  not  often  necessary  to  increase  them  except  by 
increasing  the  dose  every  two  weeks  instead  of  every  n)onth. 
These  means  almost  invariably  cure  incontinence  of  urine, 
and  improve  the  general  health,  but  occasionally  a  case  is 
met  with  in  which  the  bromide  of  zinc  is  not  well  tolerated. 
In  such  instances  I  use  ;  Bromide  of  iron,  1  ounce;  simple 
syrup,  6  ounlce.  Mix.  Dose.  To  commence  with  half  a  tea 
spoonful  3  times  a  day,  increasing  gradually,  till  at  the  end 
of  three  or  four  months  the  patient  is  taking  a  teaspoonful 
and  a  half  or  two  teaspoonfuls.  With  each  dose,  ten  drops 
of  fluid  extract  of  ergot  should  be  given  seperately,  com- 
mencing with  ten  drops  3  times  a  day  and  gradually  increas- 
ing to  a  drachn)   as  often.     The  two  medicines  cannot  be 
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kepi  mixed  together  without  injury.  In  the  nocturnal  in- 
continence of  urine  occuring  in  adultis,  the  principles  of 
treatujent  .should  be  similar,  but  instead  of  the  i)roniide  of 
5cinc,  the  bromide  of  either  potassium,  sodium  or  calcium 
should  be  employed. 

Liquor  Strychnia,  2  drops  ;  Tincture  Belladonna,  5  drops  ; 
Infusion  of  Cascarilla,  2  drachms.  Mix.  Give  at  a  dose  two 
or  three  times  a  day,  for  a  child  five  years  old. 

Extract  Belladonna,  2  grains  ;  Tincture  Hyoscyamus,  20 
drops  ;  Simple  Syrup,  1-2  ounce  ;  Water,  sufficient  to  make 
1,  1-2  ounces.  Mix.  Dose.  Two  drachms  for  a  child  five 
years  old. 

Incontinence  of  urine  in  girls  has  been  cured  often  by 
touching  the  meatus  uriuarius  with  lunar  caustic  and  produc- 
ing high  irritation  there. 

Dr.  Teevau,  of  London,  recommends  a  milk  dietary  and 
the  use  of  belladonna  in  nocturnal,  and  strychnia  and  iron 
in  diurnal  incontinence  of  urine. 

Benzoic  Acid,  40  grains;  Orange  Syrup,  2  drachms; 
Water  sufficient  to  make  6  ounces.  Mix.  Dose.  A  sixth  part 
3  times  a  day,  the  third  dose  should  be  given  in  bed,  the 
bladder  having  been  previously  emptied.    Dr.  T.  C.  Flood, 

Bromide  of  Potassiun),  1  ounce;  Extract  Belladonna,  4 
to  6  grains;  Infusion  of  DigiUilis,  enough  to  make  8  ounces. 
Mix.  Dose.  For  an  adult,  half  an  ounce  twice  a  day.  For 
a  child,  a  drachm  3  times  a  da3^     Dr.  Holderness. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  nurses  and  mothers  are  often  to 
blame  for  this  troublesome  vice.  Young  children  ought  to 
be  taken  out  of  bed  at  night  and  placed  on  a  chamber,  so 
as  to. excite  their  bladders  to  act.  Fear  will  frequently  pre- 
vent young  people  from  rising  in  the  dark  to  relieve  them- 
selves. If  we  instruct  our  patients  to  take  up  their  children 
when  they  go  to  bed  themselves,  we  shall  do  much,  even  in 
quite  young  children,  to  arrest  the  nocturnal  incontinence 
of  infancy.  And  no  parent  should  allow  children  to  sleep 
without  a  light  so  that  they  may  readily  find  the  chamber 
or  wat^r  closet.       Dr.   Kobinson. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


310  ST.     LOUIS    MEDICAL    JOURNAL. 

CELERINA. 

J.  A.  MILLER.  D.  D.,  M.  D. 

This  remedy  was  introduced  to  my  notice  while  teaching 
in  the  *'ST.  louis  eclectic  medical  college''  last  winter; 
and  after  a  somewhat  careful  examination  of  its  component 
elements  I  resolved  to  test  its  virtue??  in  actual  practice  as 
opportunity  should  present.  Being  perfectly  familiar  with 
the  action  of  each  individual  remedy  of  the  compound,  I 
could  see  no  valid  reason  why  such  a  combination  should 
not  fill  an  important  place  in  a  Rational  Materia  Medica. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  apium,  or  celery  is  such  a  pow- 
erful tonic,  that  it  even  becomes  mildly  stimulant  and  is 
efficiently  diuretic.  Jn  small  doses  it  is  intensely  invigorat- 
ing to  the  nervous  system.  It  increases  nerve  force  and 
thus  promotes  vital  action,  not  by  stimulation  but  by  being 
consumed  and  transposed  as  neurine  matter,  thus  augment- 
ing the  vitality  of  nerve  cell  structure.  Thus,  I  find  that 
each  dose  of  apium,  increases  the  remedial  efficiency  of  the 
former  dose  till  it  induces  by  its  tonic  action  slight  stimu- 
lation. And  while  it  appears  to  be  a  general  nerve  tonic,  it 
would  seem  to  possess  a  special  affinity  for  the  lumbar  por- 
tion of  the  spinal  cord  which  renders  it  almost  invaluable 
in  seminal  weakness,  epilepsy,  chorea  and  even  locomotor 
ataxia,  by  its  tonic  action  it  astringes  the  ejaculatory  duct 
and  checks  the  seminal  discharge.  In  hysteria  accouipanied 
by  a  predisposition  to  weep  I  find  it  acts  like  a  charm. 
While  I  know  of  no  remedy  in  the  Materia  Medica  that  will 
produce  the  same  beneficial  results  in  innervation  of  the 
brain  arising  out  of  non-nutrition  that  this  one  will.  It  in- 
fact  appears  to  be  the  natural  aliment  of  grey  nerve  matter. 

The  erythoxylon  coca. —  Being  more  powerful  than 
the  apium  is  a  nerve  stimulant,  of  no  mean  action  ;  and  it 
thus  increases  the  tonic  action  of  the  apium.  It  is  employ- 
ed in  gastralgia,  enteralgia,  hysteria  of  a  depressing,  mel- 
ancholia kind,  spinal  irritation  tending  to  inertia,  nervous 
erethism  &c. 
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The  BLACK  HAW,  or  viburnum. —  is  an  antispasmodic, 
regulating  the  spinal  plexus   which  controls   uterine  action. 

This  coinhined  with  the  coca  modifies  its  action,  and  pre- 
vents its  over  stimulation  and  secures  its  tcmic  action.  Thus 
rendering  the  combination  of  ceZeWna,  one  of  the  finest  nerve 
tonics  I  have  ever  used. 

I  have  used  it  in  four  eases  of  nerve  depression  as  a  se- 
quela if  pyritis,  erroneously  called  Typhoid  Fever,  with 
the  happiest  results.  I  commence  its  use  as  soon  as  the 
fever  subsides.  I  have  used  it  in  one  case  of  complete  pros- 
tration from  nervous  shock,  nothing  could  be  more  satisfac- 
tory. 1  am  now  using  it  in  the  depression  attending  old  age 
with  great  benefit,  I  use  of  course  Richardson's  preparation, 
St.  Louis.  T  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  this 
gentleman,  but  thus  unsolicited,  wish  to  recommend  to  the 
profession  a  Rational  preparation,  of  decided  merit,  wholly 
independent  of  its  author  or  manufacturer.  It  has  merit, 
that  is  the  point  of  my  recommendation. 


S  E  Ij  E  a  T I  o  3sr  S - 


HiExMORRHAGE. 


Haemorrhage,  etyraologically,  is  derived  from  two  Greek 
words  meaning  **blood"  and  '*to  break  forth."  It  is  used 
synonymously  with  bleeding  to  indicate  the  escape  of  blood 
from  its  channels. 

As  to  kind,  it  is 

Active  ; 

Passive ; 

Internal ; 

External. 

Active,  when  it  is  profuse. 

Passive,  when  it  simply  oozes. 

Internal,  when  it  occurs  within  some  cavity  of  the  body. 

External,  when  it  occurs  outside  of  the  cavities  of  the 
body. 
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As  to  its  source,  it  is 

Arterial ; 

Venous ; 

Capillary. 

Arterial, when  it  comes  from  the  arteries,  being  of  a  bri- 
ght red  color,  and  flowing  in  spirts  and  jets.  In  asphyxisi 
or  imperfect  oxygenation  of  the  blood  it  is  dark  in  color.    ' 

Venous,  when  coming  from  the  veins,  flowing  in  a  steady 
stream,  and  of  a  dark  red  or  maroon  color. 

Capilliary,  when  there  is  general  oozing  from  all  the  tis- 
sues. 

As  to  the  time  of  occurrence,  it  is 

Primary  ; 

Intermediate ; 

Secondary. 

Primary,  when  occurring  during  a  surgical  operation,  or 
immediately  following  a  wound. 

Intermediate,  when  occurring  a  few  hours  after  an  oper- 
ation or  wound. 

Secondary,  when  occurring  twenty  four  hours  or  more 
after  an  operation  or  wound. 

As  to  its  relation  to  medicine  and  surgery,  it  is 

Spontaneous  ; 

Traumatic 

The  more  prominent  of  the  spontaneous  varieties  are : 

Epistaxis — bleeding  from  the  nose. 

Haemoptysis — bleeding  from  the  lungs. 

Hsematuria — bloody  urine. 

Apoplexy — interstitial  haemorrhage. 

The  traumatic  variety  includes 

Wounds. 

The  former  belong  almost  entirely  to  internal  medicine  ; 
the  latter  to  surgery. 

Extravasation  is  when  the  blood  appears  diffused  though- 
out  the  tissues. 

Haemophilia,  or  haimatophilia,  is  a  tendency  to  spontane- 
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ous  haemorrhage.  Such  person  are  called  ''bleeders/*  or  of 
a  hsemorrhagic  diathesis. 

The  general  symptoms  of  haemorrhage  are ;  face  pale, 
thin,  blue  ;  pulse  lessened ;  temperature  lowered  ;  dizziness, 
nausea  or  vomiting;  eyes  dazzled ;  noises  in  ears  ;  fainting. 
At  this  stage  the  patient  tends  to  recovery,  or  gets  worse. 
If  the  latter,  the  face  becomes  waxy,  lips  blue,  eyes  dull, 
body  cold,  pulse  thready,  breathinng  incomplete,  swoonings, 
permanent  unconsciousness,  twitching  of  arms,  legs  and  en- 
tire body;  death. 

HsBmostatatics  are  means  used  for  stopping  or  restraining 
haemorrhage. 

They  are : 

Natural ; 

Artificial. 

The  natural  variety  includes 

Fainting; 

Retraction,  or  contraction  of  the  vessel  ; 

Coagulation. 

Fainting  or  syncope  is  an  unconscious  condition,  a  lack 
of  equilii)rum.  Fainting  is  a  Saxon  word  meaning  "to  de- 
coy," while  syncope  is  a  Greek  word  meaning  "I  fall  down." 
This  is  but  a  temporary  measure,  as  haemorrhage  recurs 
as  soon  as  the  patient  regains  consciousness. 

Retraction  and  contraction  is  when  the  vessel  retracts 
into  its  sheath,  and  the  ends  of  its  walls  curl  and  come  to- 
gether. 

Coagulation  is  when  the  blood  is  separated  into  its  fluid 
and  solid  parts.  The  clot  being  formed  of  fibrine  and  the 
red  and  white  corpuscles. 

The  artificial  variety  includes 

Ligation  ; 

Torsion  ; 

Pressure ; 

Compression  ; 

Position  and  flexion  ; 

Styptics ; 
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Ligation  means  '*tc)  bind."  Ligatures  were  first  used  by 
Ambrose  Par'e,  in  1560.  They  may  be  made  of  silk,  hemp, 
catgut,  silk-worm-gut,  or  met«l,  and  tied  in  a  reef  or  sur- 
geon's knot.  Ligation  is  immediate  when  only  the  vessels 
is  included,  and  mediate  when  tissues,  other  than  the  artery 
or  vein,  are  included.  Ligation  of  veins  is  seldom  resorted  to. 

Torsion  means  twisting.  It  is  performed  by  grasping 
the  divided  vessel  by  forceps  and  twisting  it ;  or  l)y  grasp- 
ing and  drawing  out  from  its  sheath  the  vessel,  and  with  a 
second  pair  of  forceps  grasping  the  vessel  horizontally  next 
to  the  wound,  and  twisting  with  the  forceps  at  the  end  of 
the  vessel. 

Pressure  is  divided  into 

Acupressure ; 

Uncipressure ; 

Forcipressure. 

Acupressure  is  again  divided  into 

Circumclusion  ; 

Torsoclusion  ; 

Retrod  usi  on. 

Acupressure  is  performed  with  an  instrument  called  an 
acupressure  needle,  and  is  circumclusion  when  the  needle 
encircles  the  artery  ;  torsoclusion,  when  it  twists  the  vessels 
with  tissues  as  a  base  ;  retroclusion,  when  the  end  is  drawn 
backwards. 

Uncipressure  (means  a  hook)  is  performed  by  two  or 
more  hooks,  or  tenacula  drawing  in  opposite  directions. 

Forcipressure  is  produced  by  grasping  the  vessel  with 
forceps,  serres  fines,  or  pincettes. 

Compression  is  divided  into 

Tourniquet ; 

Digital  ; 

Compress  and  bandage. 

Tourniquet  is  derived  from  tourner,  **to  turn."'  It  was 
invented  by  Morel  in  1650.  It  consists  of  a  strong  band  to 
encircle  the  part,  and  a  pad  and  screen  lo  produce  com- 
pression. 
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Digital  compreaisioii  is  performed  witli  the  Hngers  or 
tUumI). 

Compress  and  biuKiaue  is  used  by  placing  a  tightly  rolled 
fompress  of  cloth,  hemp  or  wool,  or  some  hard  substance, 
over  the  vessel,  and  retaining  it  in  place  with  a  bandage 
made  out  of  muslin,  flannel  or  rul)ber. 

Flexion  and  position  are  allied  in  compression.  In  flex- 
ion the  extreniity  is  bent  upon  itself.  In  position,  by  ele- 
vating the  extremity  gravity  assists. 

Styptics  mean  to  constringe,  and  are  classed  as 

Mechanical ; 

Chemical. 

The  mechanical  variety  includes 

Air ; 

Cold  ; 

Heat. 

Of  cold,  ice  is  the  type  ;  of  heat,  water  heated  to  120 
degrees  or  140  degrees  F. 

The  chemical  variety  includes 

Actual  cautery  ; 

Alcohol ; 

Alum  ; 

Ether  ; 

Gallic  acid; 

Tannic  acid  ; 

Turpentine ; 

Perchloride  of  iron; 

Persulphate  of  iron  ; 

Alcohol  is  applied  by  wetting  compresses. 

Ether  by  the  sponge. 

Alum  and  tannic  acid  in  powder  form. 

Persulphate  and  perchloride  are  the  most  useful,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  more  powerful,  as  it  is  the  greatest  escharotic. 

The  general  treatment  consists  in  placing  the  patient  in 
the  horizontal  position,  rest,  stimulation  and  water.  The 
Med.  Era.  Henry  Sherry,  M.  D. 
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DIGESTIVE  TRACT. 

Chnmic  h^nhirgt'ineiit  of  Spleen. 

Dk.  Barry  sends  the  followinjr  prescriptions  to  the  Med, 
World. 

1.  Fid.  ext.  erirot,  I  oz;  Dijiljsed  iron,  1  oz.  Tejispoon- 
fiil  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

2.  Podophyllin,  4  grs.  ;  lod.  |)otasli,  2  drs.  ;  Fid.  ext. 
stillingia,  4  drs.  ;  fld.  ext.  phytohicca,  4  drs.  ;  syrup  rhei, 
pot.  comp.,  3  ozs.  Teaspoonful  in  water  one,  two  or  three 
times  a  day  after  meals,  using  freely  comp.  tinct,  iodine 
externally. 

3.  Tinct.  cinchona  comp.,  8  ozs.,  amnion,  mur,  1  oz.  ; 
a(|ua  menth.  pip.,  12  ozs.  Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day 
hefore  meals. 

4.  Quinine  sulph.,  2  drs. ;  ammon.  iod.,  2,1-2  drs. ;  Hq. 
potass,  arsen.,  1-2  dr.;  glycerine,  4  ozs.  Dissolve  and 
take  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

5.  Tinct.  iodine,  1  nz.  ;  tincture  camphor,  1  oz.  Take 
six  to  ten  drops  in  syrup  after  menls. 

6.  Sadbeny  Spleen  Mixture.  Quinine  sulph,  1  dr.  ;  fer- 
ri  sulph.,  1  dr. ;  acid  nit.,  1  dr.  ;  potash  nitrate,  3  drs. ;  a- 
qute,  10  ozs.     Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

7.  Cinchonida  snlph.,  1,1-2  dr. ;  pulv.  ferri  sulph.,  1, 
1-2  dr.  ;  sulph.  acid  arom.,  2  drs.  ;  magnesia  sulph.,  1,1-2 
oz. ;  acid  nit.,  30  gtts. ;  aqua  dist.,  10  ozs.  Tablespoonful 
before  meals. 

8.  Cinchonida  sulph.,  1,1-2  dr.;  soda  hyposulphite,  1 
oz. ;  solvent  q.  s. ;  aqua,  q.  s.  4  ozs,  Teaspoonful  three  or 
four  times  a  day. 

9.  Quinine  sulph.,  1  dr.  ;  ferri  sulph.,  1  dr.  ;  strychnia 
sulph.,  1  gr.  ;  aloes  soc,  10  grs. ;  M.  ft.  pil.  60.  One  three 
times  a  day. 

10.  Potash  iod.,  1  oz.  ;  aqua,  6  ozs.  Teaspoonful  two 
times  a  day. 

11.  Cinchonida  sulph.,  1  dr. ;  ferri  sulph.,  1  dr. ;  strych- 
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Ilia   sul|)h.,  2  grs.  ;   sicid   arsen.,  2  gi-s,  :   sor,  aloes,  10  grs. 
M.  ft.  pil.  ()0,     Ono  three  tinu's  a  day. 

12.  Ainiuon.  iod.,  2  drs.  ;  aqua,  4  ozs.  IVaspo-Miful 
overy  three  or  four  hours. 

13,  Tinct.  iudine,  1  oz.  Take  live  drops  three  times  a  day. 

14.  Soda  hyposulph,  1  dr.  ;  aqila,  4  ozs.  Teaspoonful 
three  times  a  day. 

15,  Soda  hyposulph.,  0  drs. ;  quinine  sulph.,  1  dr.  ;  ferri 
f erroi-yan.  3  drs. ;  aqua,  4  drs.  Teaspoonful  three  limes 
a  day. 

1(>.  Cit.  iron  and  quinine,  2  drs.  Take  live  grs.,  three 
times  a  day. 

17.  Ferri  oxy.  sulph,  1  oz.  ;  einehonida  sulph.,  1,1-2 
dr.;  potash  nit.,  4  drs.  ;  aqua,  q.  s.  (>  ozs.  Take  a  tea- 
spoonful three  times  a  day  on  full  stomach. 

Fei^n  Oxy,  Sulphate  is  made  as  follows:  Ferri  sulph., 
1  oz.  ;  acid  nilrie,  1  oz.  ;  acpia  pura,  ()  ozs.     Mix. 

For  local  use:  1.  Biniodide  of  mercury,  1  dr.  ;  vaseline, 
1  oz.     Use  every  day  over  spleen  with  hot  iron. 

2.  Inject  fld.  ext.  ergot  drops  eight  or  ten  into  sul)stance 
of  spleen — repeat  in  ten  days. 

3.  The  comp.  tinct.  iodine  or  ointment  of  iodine  is  some- 
times used  with  benetit.     Amer.  Med,  Digest. 


THE  WET-NURSE  vs.,  THE  BOTTLE. 


Dr.  C.  Cleveland  (Med.  Record^)  read  an  interesting  pa- 
per before  the  Practitioners'  Society  of  New  Yoik  upon  the 
feeding  of  infants,  in  which  he  gave  his  reasons  for  prefer- 
ing  the  bottle  to  the  wet-nurse  where  the  mother  could  not 
nurse  the  child.  If  a  wet-nurse  was  to  be  employed,  she 
should  be  preferably  a  young,  healthy,  under-thirty-years 
of-age  primipara,  who  had  lost  her  own  child.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  age  of  the  milk  a. id  that  of  the  child 
should  not  be  more  than  six  weeks.  If  a  bottle  was  to  be 
used,  he  recommended  buying  a  closed  nipple  and  making 
the  puncture  with  a  needle  heated  red-hot.  In  this  way, 
the  milk  would  enter  the  stomach  slowly  and  proportionate- 
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ly  to  the  gti.siric  juice  sccM-eled.  The  milk  should  be  ohtiiiii- 
ed  from  a  number  of  eoNV>  for  the  sake  of  uniformity.  The 
child  should  be  fed  regularly,  and  not  t^viny  time  it  cries. 
An  infant's  stomach  at  l)irth  holds  about  four  ounces;  at 
the  second  month,  six  ;  at  the  sixtii,  eigth  to  ten.  The  a- 
mount  of  food  given  should  be  regularU'  inei-eased,  and  the 
amount  of  diluent  diminished.  After  the  I  bird  month,  the 
last  food  should  be  given  at  10  P.  M.,  and  the  child  should 
sleep  until  (j  A.  M.,  not  awakening  to  lake  food. 

Canned  condensed  milk  contains  loo  much  >ugar  to  be 
good,  but  this  does  not  apply  to  that  made  fresh  every  day. 
The  advantages  of  the  bottle  are  >ummed  uj)  as  follows: 
''The  physical  detects  of  the  bottle  we  understand  i)retty 
well,  and  can,  to  a  great  extent,  guard  against  them.  Itai 
moral  qualitications,  compared  with  those  of  the  wet-nurse, 
are  simply  sublime."  In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Drs. 
H.  F.  Walker  and  William  M.  Polk  thought  that  the  diffi- 
culties of  obtaining  a  satisfactory  wet-nurse  were  not  so 
great  if  sufficient  trouble  was  taken.  The  advantages  to 
the  child  in  the  hot  weather  and  during  dentition  or  disease 
were  very  great.  The  age  of  the  milk  was  thought  to  be 
not  of  much  importance.  Dr.  Kinnicut  referred  to  two  cases 
where  neither  human  nor  cow's  milk  could  be  digested,  and 
resort  was  had  to  koumiss  with  satisfaction. 


AGARICINE  IN  NIGHT-8WEATS. 


The  author  of  remedies  which  are  recommended  for  the 
relief  of  night-sweals  in  phthisis,  indicate  very  clearly  that 
this  symptom  is  a  veiy  important  one  and  very  difficult  of 
relief.  Among  the  latter  additions  to  the  physician's  ar- 
mamentarium may  be  mentioned  agaricine,  the  active  prin- 
ciple of  white  agaric.  This  substance  has  recently  been 
made  the  subject  of  an  interesting  study  by  Seifert,  of  Wurz- 
burg,  the  results  of  w^hich  have  been  epitomized  in  the  Lon- 
don Lancet.  After  many  trials  Seifert  has  come  to  the  con- 
clusion  that  pills  containing  live  milligrams.  (1-12  g.,)  of 
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the  alkaloid  ffivc  the  l)est  results  in  i*li(H*kinir  the  excj/ssive 
secret'uHi  of  sweat.  As  with  many  other  diugs  the  eonsuer 
becomes  accustomed  to  airarine,  and  it  is,  therefore,  ad- 
visable to  begin  with  half  a  pill  and  to  irradually  increase 
the  dose.  Account  must  l)e  taken  of  the  time  at  whicii  to 
administer  the  remedy,  as  it  has  been  shown  that  ajrarieine 
does  not  produce  it.N  effects  for  live  or  six  hours.  Not  only 
is  the  excessive  perspiration  controlled,  but  the  couirh  be- 
comes less  frequent,  and  sleep  is  more  tranquil  and  contin- 
uous. Hypodermic  injections  have  been  employed  with 
^success,  but  they  are  not  recommended  on  account  of  the 
production  of  disa»rreeable  sensaticms  j.t  the  site  (»f  an  in- 
jection.     Therap  Gazette, 

To  Detect  Trichln\«  l\  Meat.  —  The  Micro.  Jour. 
♦fives  the  following  method  for  this  purpose:  Slices,  two  or 
three  millimeters^in  thickness,  are  taken  fnim  several  dif- 
ferent parts  of  meat  to  be  examined.  The  pieces  are  pref- 
erably taken  from  the  surfaces  of  the  muscular  portion  of 
the  meat.  A  series  of  thin  sections  are  made  (»f  each  of 
the  pieces,  and  these  are  all  plunged  into  a  solution  compos- 
ed of  methyl  green  one  gram,  distilled  water  thirty  grams. 
After  about  ten  minutes  maceration,  the  sections  are  taken 
out,  and  placed  to  decolorize  in  a  large  vessel  filled  with 
distilled  water.  They  remain  there  about  half  an  hour,  the 
water  being  agitated  and  changed  two  or  three  times.  Final 
the  water  having  become  quite  limpid,  it  is  stirred  up 
with  a  glass  rod,  interposing  the  vessel  between  the  eye  and 
the  light,  when  the  sections  containing  the  trichime  are  dis- 
tinguished quite  readily  with  the  naked  eye.  The  trichinai 
appear  in  the  form  of  small  elongated  particles  of  a  fine 
blue  color.  The  methyl  green  becomes  fixed  to  the  cysts 
of  the  trichina?  with  greater  tenacity  than  to  other  parts  of 
the  tissue.  It  sufiices,  then,  to  examine  the  sections  with 
H  maffnification  of  fiftv  diameters  to  distiiiiruish  the  worm, 
Avhich  will  be  found  in  the  cyst.  If,  in  following  this  meth- 
od, no  trichinie  are  found,  it  is  assurance  that  the  meat  is  not 
infected  with  them. 
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Facts  to  be  Noted. —  (From  tlie  45tl).  Annual  Report 
of  the  Registrar-General.)  In  England  during  the  year  1882 
1,317  persons  died  of  small-pox,  of  whom  275  were  under 
live  and  101  between  the  ages  of  Sve  and  ten  years,  making  a 
total  of  37()  under  ten  years  of  age,  thus  disproving  the 
theory  that  primary  vaccination  is  protective  up  to  the  age 
of  puberty. 

As  regards  vaccinaticm,  the  fatal  cases  are  tabulated  as 
follows; — 

MALES,       females,       TOTAL. 

Vaccinated 103  73    J76 

Unvaccinated 188    137  325 

Not  stated 467  349  816 

As  there  could  be  nothing  deflSnitelty  is  ascertained,  either 
by  personal  examination  or  inquiry  of  relatives,  whether  the 
816'*not  stated"  had  l)een  vaccinated,  it  may  be  fairly  as- 
sumed that  they  were  vaccinated. 

We  also  find  recorded  that  as  122  children,  of  whom  84 
were  one  year  old  and  under,  died  in  1882  of  chicken-pox. 
Now  as  the  highest  medical  authorities  are  unanimous  in 
describing  this  as  a  trivial  complaint  scarcely  requiring 
treatment,  and  rarely,  if  ever,  fatal,  we  are  driven  to  one 
of  two  conclusions.  Either  vaccination  has  converted  this 
trivial,  non-fatal  febril  complaint  into  a  dangerous  and  fa- 
tal one,  or  these  122  cases  were  cases  of  small-pox  after  vac- 
cination, to  save  the  credit  of  which  and  to  hide  its  failure 
they  were  ascribed  to  chicken-pox.  In  the  latter  case  they 
afford  damaging  evidence  against  vaccination  and  its  pro- 
fessional supporters. 

Last,  but  not  least,  on  |)age  pp.  140-1,  under  the  appro- 
priate heading,  '^Zoogenous  Diseases,"  05  deaths  of  child- 
ren under  one  year  old  are  stated  as  resulting  from  cow-pox 
and  other  effects  of  vaccimitioni"  The  Vaccination  In- 
quxrer.  Wm.  Young. 
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Charcoal- AND -Champhor  Dressing  for  Wounds. — 
Barbocci,  in  Raccoglitore  Medico^  recommends  a  mixture 
of  equal  parts  of  camphor  and  animal  charcoal  as  a  substi- 
tute for  Lister  dre-sings.  The  camphor  a<^ts  physiological  1}^ 
ill  destroying  microbes;  the  charcoal  physically,  by  absorb- 
ing and  disinfecting  the  discharges.  This  is  especially  use- 
ful in  old  excavated  uIcim-s;  the  application  removes  fetidity, 
and  also  relieve.'!'  pain. 


ISTE^^^        I3Sr"^EJSrTI03SrS. 

Inventors  and  Inatrument  Manufacturers  are  invited  to  send  cuts  and  synoptical 
descriptions  for  this  department,  and  receive  insertion  gratis. 


A  NEW  UTERINE 
REPOSITOR. 

dr.  ALFRED  L.  CARROLL,  of    NcW 

Brighton,  N.  Y. 

The  accompanying  wood-cut 
>*hows  a  uterine  repositor,  made 
by  Messrs.  George  Tiemann  & 
Co,,  which  possesses  the  advant- 
age of  continuous  and  perfectly 
controllable  application  of  power. 
Its  construction  is  so  simple  that 
a  glance  at  the  engraving  will  ren- 
der unnecessary  anj'  detailed  de- 
scription. 

Manufactured   and  for  sale  by 
George  Tiemann  &  Co- 
Manufactures  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. 

New  York. 
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CAUTERY  CLAMP  FOR  OVARIOTOMY. 

OF  A.  J.   (  .  SKENK,  M.   D. 
Reported  by  Willinni  H.  Thallon,  M.  D. 


This  cautery  chimp  is  one  which  was  exhibited  one  ev- 
ening; to  the  society,  and  which  was  devised  by  Dr.  Skene 
and  myself.  It  is,  essentially,  a  combination  of  the  old- 
fashioned  cautery  clamp  and  the  clam[)  which  Dr.  Daw^son, 
of  New  York,  devised  to  leave  on  the  pedicle  stump,  brought 
up  into  the  wound.  It  is  very  well  shown  in  the  accom- 
panying cut. 


^^^ 


We  have  had  two  sizes  made,  differing  in  the  thickness 
of  the  metal,  and  use  one  or  the  other  according  to  the 
thickness  of  the  pedicle  and  the  amount  of  tissue  it  is  deem- 
ed necessary  to  dessicate. 

George  Tiemann  &  Co. 

New  York. 
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"For  the  Truth,  ihen,  let  us  battle:  And  Um  might  ithnll  set  ih  free.^ 


MAXIMS. 

In  all  tMsoj*,  the  least  disturl)in£r  remedies  that  will  meet 
the  iii<licati(Mis  should  be  prescribed.  Ilihbard, 

Every  physician  should  have  an  abidinfr  faith  in  the  power 
iind  the  value  of,  and  necessity  for  medicine.  Hihbard, 

No  oii(»  can  have  a  just  idea,  before  he  has  carefully  ex- 
l>erimented  upon  himself,  of  the  crowd  of  unheeded  half — 
thou<rhts  and  faint  imagery  that  flits  through  his  brain,  and 
of  the  influence  they  exert  upon  his  conscious  life.    Galton, 

Truths  eternal  beauties  and  values  are  lost  in  the  search 
of  men  for  a  substantial  basis  whereon  to  rest  a  theory  and 
build  to  fame  ;  thus  erecting  to  vain  glories,  forgetting  that, 
lasting  worth  belongs  only  to  natural  law.  Ed. 

It  is  well  to  consider  how  far,  dead,  disorganized  matter, 
may  harmonize  with  the  recuperative,  constructive  forces 
of  living  tissues,  and  to  what  extent  we  may  expect  the 
most  deadly  poisons,  such  as  are  destructive  to  all  living 
organisms,  ^uch  as  introduce  antagonisms,  confusion  and 
death,  in  health,  may  be  niade  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  dis- 
ease, in  revivifying  the  body,  save  in  their  chemical  reac- 
tions. Dr,  e/.  //.  Uanaford. 


MIND  AND  BODY. 


Notwithstanding  the  close  relationship  existing  between 
the  mind  and  body,  and  the  extent  of  our  knowledge  of 
patholog}'  concerning  the  physical  system,  we  very  much 
doubt  if  anyone  knows  where  sanity  ends,  and  insanity  be- 
gins. We  know  the  mind,  to  some  extent,  is  governed  by 
the  body — is  improved  or  deteriorated  by  bodily  conditions. 
If  the  body  is  afflicted  does  not  the  brain — the  mind's  organ- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


324  ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL    JOURNAL. 

suffer  in  sympatliy  to  a  iireat  extern,  and  do  we  not,  then. 
Iiave  ii  c()i-rest)onding  functional  disease  of  the  mind?  The* 
Latins,  in  Caesar's  time,  expressed  this  tersely — Mens  snurr 
in  corpore  sano.  We  ean  readily  form  an  idea  of  jxM-feet 
bodily  health,  and  ean  as  readily  |>oint  out  any  depailuri*^ 
from  this  standard  ;  l)nt  have  we  any  sueh  idea  of  perfeet 
mentality? 

We  are  wont  to  say  as  an  organ  is  properly  exen-isi^d  an<l 
kindly  nourished,  it  gains  strength,  and  strengthens  adja- 
cent organs  ;  if  improperly  exercised,  or  illy  nourished,  it 
weakens  and  decays  from  inanition.  The  brain  increases 
in  size  with  bodily  growth.  This  is  organic  development. 
The  mind,  however,  does  not  grow  in  pro|)orti»)n,  unless 
properly  and  continuall}^  exercised.  Its  functional  develop- 
ment, tln»n,  is  goverened  by  the  same  laws  that  govern  bod- 
ily development.  If,  then,  the  mind  is  amenable  to  the 
same  laws  governing  bodily  conditions,  we  understand  how 
injproper  exercise— ^(»verexertion,  c(»ntinual  tension  before 
maturity,  as  is  witnessed  in  school  rooms,  son)etimes — mav 
retard  or  permanently  injure  its  develoj)ment..  Any  more 
food  taken  into  the  stomach  than  that  organ  can  digest,  wo 
know  proves  highly  detrimental  to  the  h(»alth.  No  less  in- 
jurious is  it  to  the  mind  to  be  crammed  with  material  which 
it  is  not  strong  enough  to  assimilate.  After  exercise  it  needs 
rest,  because  its  growth  is  cotemporary  with  bodily  growth, 
and  should  be  etjually  favored. 

There  are  laws  governing  the  mind  in  its  relation  to  the 
body,  as  well  as  laws  determining  the  capacity  for  bodily 
endurance.  Are  they  observed  as  carefully?  Surely  not. 
When  the  mind  becomes  tired  of  feeding,  and  solicits  a  few 
reposing  hours,  'Mn  green  pasture  and  by  still  waters,"  for 
the  purpose  of  digesting,  how  deaf  we  are  to  its  solicitations  ! 
If  a  particular  organ  of  the  body  is  constantly  exercised, 
while  other  organs  are  left  in  negligence,  the  difference  in 
size  and  development  is  marked  indeed.  What  a  brawny 
arm  the  smith  has  !  What  a  strength  of  lower  limb  the  by- 
ciclest  possesses !  How  the  vocalist  constrains  and  governs 
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his  orlier  vocal  c<»rd.s  I  80,  too,  with  the  iiuintal  system.  The 
mind  of  the  iiiu>iciaii  eoiueivesaii  anlheiii  in  the  (leean's  roar, 
a  serapliie  >traiii  in  the  tree's  rustle,  a  wild  bird's  carol  in  the 
brooklet's  trill;  the  bellowing  {»f  the  raging  tempest,  and 
the  thundering  of  th«*  cataract  is  an  organ  peal  to  such  a 
one.  To  the  artist  and  pod  the  sunset  sky  reflects  the  jas- 
per walls  and  golden  streets  of  the  Celestial  City,  the  float- 
ing, fleecy,  opal-tinted  clouds  are  pictures  of  Elijah's  chari- 
ot, the  calm  silvery  moonlight,  shimmering  o'er  the  bosom 
of  Nature,  are  groupings  of  satyi>  and  graces,  and  in  ever}* 
marble  stone,  though  cold  it  be  and  lifeless,  the  very  fea- 
tures of  Madonna,  Adonis,  Apollo  or  Hebe  are  discernable. 
We  know  that  excessive  lal)or  dulls  the  body  and  mind — 
in  fact  crushes  out  our  tiner  susceptibilities.  Great  mental 
work,  long  continued  and  without  proper  rest,  rouses  the 
brain  to  undue  action  ;  it  calls  up  more  blood  from  other 
parts  of  the  body  to  maintain  its  waning  strength,  while 
the  mind  still  soars  away  to  grander  heights,  becoming  im- 
bued with  newer  powers,  then,  suddenly,  like  an  unorbed 
planet,  it  swings  loose  from  its  moorings  and  rambles  into 
chaos — the  darkness  of  confusion.  But  where  does  sanity 
end,  and  insanity  begin?  Who  knows?  F.  A.  E. 


ALCOHOLIC  STIMULATION. 

DR.  J.  H.  HANAFORD. 


As  fundamental  principles,  let  it  be  distinctly  understood 
that  alcohol  contain  no  element  of  nutriment,  that  it  can 
in  no  sense  be  regarded  as  food,  that  it  is  never  digested 
like  food,  that  it  never  forms  any  part  of  living  tissues,  and 
that  it  is  not  able  to  produce  any  strength,  its  action  being 
iiimply  to  excite,  irritate,  inducing  activity,  always  under 
unfavorable  circumstances,  alwaj'^satan  actual  loss  of  vital- 
ity. It  therefore  follows  that  when  it  is  taken  into  the  hu- 
man body,  through  the  stomach,  or  by  absorption,  it  is  al- 
ways and  every   where  a  foreign    substance,   an  intruder,  a 
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discordant  element,  alwjiys  acting  in  antaofonisin  with  every 
funetion  of  the  human  body.  How,  then,  does  it  stimulate, 
or  goad  the  powers  into  an  unusual  activity  ?  Instead  of 
creating  |)ower,  as  digested  food  does,  it  arouses  antagon- 
ism, compels  activity,  acting  on  the  defensive,  <»jecting  an 
eneuiy  in  the  most  direct  and  available  manner.  When  it 
reaches  the  stomach  that  organ,  seems  intuitively  to  deter- 
mine not  to  acknowledge  it  as  food,  to  know  it  cannot  be 
transformed  into  living:  tissues,  reii:ardini^  it  as  we  would 
a  burglar,  an  assassin.  As  in  the  case  of  any  article  in 
that  (H'gan  whi<rh  cannot  be  digested,  the  pylorus  opening, 
as  if  by  intelligence,  to  hustle  it  out,  as  the  most  available 
means  of  escaping  harm,  this  alcohol  is  denied  a  long  stay. 
Its  powers  are  promptly  aroused,  all  directed  to  this  one 
object,  that  of  protecting  itself  from  harm,  by  ejection, 
which  is  done  with  unusual  activity,  to  which  we  give  the 
name  of  stimulation.  The  absorl)ents  are  all  affected  in  the 
same  way,  the  mucous  surfaces  are  irritated,  both  intent 
upon  hurrying  the  intruder  farther  on  in  the  shortest  i)ossi- 
ble  time.  On  reaching  the  heart,  sensitive  as  it  is,  it  seems 
equally  desirous  to  avoid  harm  and  diseease  so  quickeninir 
its  constractions  that  its  labors  are  increased  from  eighteen 
to  twenty-four  tons  daily,  this  extra  labor  being  assumed 
that  the  foe  may  be  hurried  on,  that  it  may  be  ejected  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  On  reaching  the  lungs,  the 
breathing  becomes  more  rapid,  corresponding  wnth  the  in- 
creased activity  of  the  heart,  a  part  being  thrown  off  in  the 
breath,  as  all  may  know  from  the  foulness  of  the  breath, 
the  remnant  being  hurried  on  in  the  round  of  circulation. 
The  liver,  all  of  the  glands  seem  aware  of  the  character  of 
the  assailant,  the  foe,  all  uniting  in  the  effort  to  rid  the 
system  of  such  a  dangerous  intruder.  Indeed,  not  an  organ 
remains  insensible  of  danger,  inactive,  not  a  fiber  is  at  rest, 
but  all  unite  in  the  grand  effort  to  be  free,  hurrying  the 
poison  out  of  the  system.  This  stimulation,  increased  ac- 
tivity, is  attended  by  a  temporary  increase  of  animal  heat, 
the  natural  effect  of  violent  exercise,  though  uniformly  fol- 
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lowed  by  a  depressed  !state,  a  re-action,  as  in  tlie  case  of 
any  fatigue,  following  undue  exeicise  and  toil.  Like  any 
machine,  run  at  an  unu>ual  rate  of  .speed,  increasing  friction 
and  wear,  the  human  niechanisoi  suffers  loss  of  vital  force 
l)y  all  such  stimulation.  Hence,  stimulation  is  but  another 
name  for  debilitation,  all  such  activity,  proportionate  toils 
severity,  must  produce  an  effect  idenical  with  that  known 
to  follow  the  exercise  of  our  bodily  powers  to  their  utmost 
capacity. 

If  the  usual  employment  of  intoxicants  is  to  be  condemn- 
ed as  a  means  of  wasting  power,  causing  disease  in  the  ro- 
bust, to  what  extent  are  the  sick  able  to  endure  such  debil- 
itating assaults? 


A  HIGHLY  INTERESTING  SURGICAL  CASE, 


Mr.  E,  H.  Waddles,  aged  44  years,  a  U.  S.  Pensioner, 
from  Kansas,  came  under  the  writers  care  and  consultation 
as  to  the  advisability  of  undergoing  an  operation  for  the 
removal  of  a  ball  supposed  to  have  been  carried,  since  re- 
ceiving a  wound  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion;  when  he  was 
^hot  in  the  left  Innominate  regions. 

The  ball  seemed  to  have  entered  just  about  two  inches 
in  a  direct  line  posterior  to  the  anterior  spinous  process  of 
the  illium. 

It  has  kept  up  a  free  discharge  of  pus  and  constant  an- 
noyance ever  since,  now  about  twenty  years;  and  with  a 
continual  tendency  to  drag  down  his  constitutional  strength 
and  stan)ina.  Suffering  all  though  these  years  and  finding 
his  health  continually  and  hopelessly  failing,  brought  him 
to  seek  relief  through  an  oi)eration  for  removal. 

Accordingly  after  many  and  oft  repeated  consultations 
with  numerous  surgeons,  both  of  the  Army  and  out  side  as 
well ;  we  undertook  the  task  seeking,  and  removal  if  pos- 
triible. 

June  the  sixth,  chloroformed  by  Dr.  J.  Muller  and  with 
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the  aid  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Alien,  we  rimde  a  carefull  probing  of 
the  pustuhiting  canal  and  discovered  what  we  determined  to 
be  the  ball,  lodged  about  three  inches  directly  inward  through 
what  seemed  to  be  the  old  original  opening  of  the  lllium. 

It  was  decided  to  attempt  its  recovery  by  an  inci?>sion  ex- 
tending from  the  external  opening  over  the  cr^st  and  some- 
what across  the  left  inguinal  region,  so  as  to  admit  of  aid 
from  the  intra  pelvic  side. 

We  were  here  completely  astounded  to  find  that  the  lllium 
at  this  ordinarily  thin  i)oint,  had  become  increased  in  thick- 
ness, to  somewhat  above  three  inches,  in  a  dirert  line  in- 
ward, thus  precluding  the  possibility  of  reaching  the  ball, 
which  evidently  lay  within  the  bony  surroundings. 

It  was  then  decided  to  cut  through  the  bone  and  down 
upon  the  ball  from  the  outer  side,  following  the  sinous  track. 

This  attempted,  but,  saw,  chisel  and  mallet  being  brought 
n)to  requisition  proved  the  artificial  growth  of  osseous  for- 
mation to  be  one  as  hard  as  the  petrous  portion  of  the  tem- 
poral and  as  unyielding  as  ever  entered  into  the  animal 
frame- work. 

Before  reaching  the  ball  cavity,  the  patient  sank  under 
the  prolonged  use  of  the  anaesthetic  and  his  septic  condition, 
and  evinced  signs  too  alarming  to  admit  of  continued  pros- 
ecution of  the  work. 

In  fact  we  were  compelled  to  revive  him  and  desist.  A 
large  seaton  was  placed  in  the  wound  reaching  through  the 
now  enlarged  portion  of  the  pus  course  jnid  as  far  as  ad- 
visable through  the  remaining  constricted  portion  of  the 
channel  and  retained  with  adhesive  strips. 

Our  patient  was  made  as  comfortable  as  possible  and 
every  effort  mceted  out  for  his  safeguard,  but  to  no  avail 
and  without  being  able  to  check  the  determined  sepsis,  he 
succumed  to  traumatic  septicemia  on  the  seventh  day  after 
the  attempt. 

Autopsv  was  sought  for  and  had.  Section  of  lllium  was 
removed  after  a  stubborn  and  incalcuable   resistence,   saw- 
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ing  down  fro.n  the  orost  of  illiuiii  just  a-iout  the  anterior 
:*pinou8  prt*ee!?.s  and  jsonie  two  inche^s  posteriorily  and  this 
including  the  opennig  made  at  the  viviseetiiig. 

This  removed,  gave  us  tiie  coveted  foreign  n)is>il(3  and 
elucidated  the  nios^t  ren»arkable  careei*  of  gunshot  wound, 
it  has  ever  been  \ny  lot  to  read  of  or  discover. 

H<.'re  imbedded  in  a  eartihiginous  encistment  with  fibrous 
surroundings,  and  entirely  enscon&ed  within  a  tirni  bony 
encasement,'  lay  an  ounce  ball,  torn,  jagged  and  of  anom- 
alous c-ontour  ;  in  one  extremity  was  a  dark  substance  remark- 
ably like  graphite  or ''black  lead,"  rather  soft  and  giving 
a  distinct  pencil  like  mark  ;  near  the  opposite  extreme  and 
closely  impacted,  was  a  bony  incrustation  as  though  doubled 
over  an  original  fragment  of  the  ilium  or  as  a  portion  of 
the  newly  formed   deposit. 

The  tremendous  deposit  of  bone  had  tilled  up  the  entire 
lateral  |)elvic  capacity  and  of  such  remarkable  hardness,  as 
to  almost  preclude  the  possibility  of  removal. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  ordinary  thickness  of 
the  illium  at  the  point  of  entrance  is  not  more  than  one 
tenth  of  an  inch,  and  oftimes  thinner,  and  that  in  this  case  it 
had  increased  to  at  least  three  inches,  and  that  the  entire  os- 
innominate  had  been  thus  transmogrified,  the  osseous  wonder 
becomes  most  interesting.  We  preserved  the  bail  and  Seg- 
mentary specimen,  for  our  cabinet. 


CHING-KANG-WUXG. 


This  new  and  very  valuable  i-eincdy,  Hrst  introduced  by 
**we'uns,"  is  wining  golden  honors.  It  is,  we  arc  pleased 
to  state  to  the  [)rofession,  an  agent  of  extraordinary  poten- 
cy, indigenous  to  the  Celestrial  Empire  (of  which  there  are 
three,  to-wit,  Massachusetts,  Virginia  and  China)  pleasant 
to  the  palate,  and  |)eculiarly  brillianl  in  its  effects  on  the 
system.  Its  action  is  dual,  therapeutical  and  physiological. 
Given  in  small  doses,  it  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  women  who 
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arc  troubled  wiih  naughty  nocturnal  hankerings  of  a  .specific 
nature,  increa-sing  their  erotic  stamiria  to  an  amazing  extent  ; 
while  in  men,  it  i^  mostly  serviceable  in  that  strange  lesion 
known  as  major  general  debility,  accompanied  l)y  an  excesj* 
of  lassetude.  It  goes  right  to  the  stomach  as  s<ion  as  swal- 
lowed, causing  an  endosmosis  of  the  blood  serum  to  the 
medicine,  but,  as  the  dense  fluid  has  an  affinity  for  the 
membrane  and  passes  to  it,  the  part  next  to  the  niembrane 
becomes  diluted,  and  is  absorbed,  by  the  blood:  we  thu>' 
have  an  exosmosis  of  the  blood  serum  to  the  Chinsr-ranjj:-wun": 
and  an  endosmosis  of  the  Ching-rang-wung  to  the  vessels. 
This  is  as  clear  as  nuid,  and  we  hope,  being  a  physiological 
demonstration,  that  the  young  pra^^titioner  will  stow  it  away 
somewhere  between  the  glabella  and  the  fissure  of  Rolando 
for  future  seiTice.  The  dose  will  be  something  like  this  : 
Ching-rang-wung,  drops  five  ;  water  four  gallons.  Misce. 
Fiat  solutio.  Dose  one  teaspoonful  semi-weekly.  The  half 
has  not  been  told.  The  Southern  editor  of  the  .iolrnal 
will  send  by  mail  a  sample — say  a  bushel — of  the  concen- 
trated, simon  pure  powder  gratuitously  to  anyone  who  may 
wish  to  test  it ;  provided,  however,  a  car  load  of  madder- 
col(»rcd  postage  stamps  is  sent  to  prepay  it  with.     F.  A.  E. 


THE  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF  HOM(EOPATHY. 


This  body  has  just  concluded  its  annual  session  for  1884, 
at  Deer  Park,  Md. 

Our  first  reports  bring  no  startling  news  to  light.  Should 
anything  of  seeming  note  to  the  profession  have  transpired 
and  as  yet  lie  hidden,  this  journal  will  hasten  to  give  it  to 
the  readers  as  early  as  it  is  at  our  command. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  pleasant  gathering  at  a  pleas- 
ant spot,  surroundings  coupled  with  the  occasion,  mark  a 
green  spot  of  rest  for  many  ;  a  goodly  number  of  high  and 
low  diliitionists  of  hanamanic  faith  and  somewhat  of  that 
practice. 
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THE  NATIONAL  ECLECTIC  ASSOCIATION. 

Followiiiir  the  usual  order  has  recorded  another  session, 
at  Cincinnati  Ohio,  and  not  merely  routine  in  relation  to  its 
gathering  but  so  far  as  seen  from  a  distance,  has  mantained 
its  moss  grown  reputation  for  doing  nothing,  that  is  worthy 
of  the  time  or  names  of  men. 


EDITEMS, 


June  25th.,  Dr.  Gregory,  reported  the  first  case  of  gen- 
uine Cholera  in  St.  Louis,  for  this  season.  The  patient  died. 

AN.  Y.  paper  says  that  a  Med.  College  at  Chicago,  which 
is  represented  in  the  III.  State  Board  of  Health,  did  at  its 
last  commencement,  graduate  a  most  unworthy  and  totally 
unfit  per>on  to  the  writers  positive  knowledge.  Why !  yes, 
we  told  you  long  ago  that  they  of  Chicago,  would  do  such 
things,  and  even  the  Board  itself,  would,  could  and  had. 

A  few  grains  of  sugar  moistened  with  good  cider  vinegar, 
is  said  to  instantly  stop  the  singultus  of  infants  as  well  as 
those  of  all  ages. 

M.  Pasteur  claims  to  have  discovered  that  vaccinatinsr 
successively  a  number  of  rabbits,  with  Hydrophobic  virus, 
that  it  will  be  increased  in  strength  atid  the  like  proceedure 
with  monkeys  will  reduce  the  virulency.  After  being  thus 
reduced  he  administers  it  to  his  patients,  internally  as  a 
cure  for  the  rabies  and  clams  perfect  efficacy. 

MiRYACHiT,  is  the  name  given  by  Dr.  \Vm.  A.  Hammond 
to  a  newly  discovered  disease,  or  at  least  an  anomolous 
affection  ;  belonging  to  the  classifycation  ofneurosthenics. 
It  consists  in  a  peculiar  unavoidable  impulsiveness  to  imitate 
whatever  is  suddenly  forced  upon  their  recognition  Found 
in  Siberia  and  elsewhere. 

A  Girl,   mother  in   Illinois,  is  reported   as  having  given 
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birth  to  her  first  child  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  and  nine 
months.     Fast  times  ihese  are  and  still  faster,   the  people. 

Sewer  gass  es<*ai)ed  to  such  an  extent  recently  in  a  house 
in  St.  Louis,  as  to  be  ignited  by  a  lady  carrying  a  light  into 
the  room  and  so  severe  was  the  explosion,  that  the  woman 
died  from  the  effects. 

Cinnamon  bark  chewed,  is  rccbmnuMided  as  a  cure  for 
toothache.      Ther.  Gazette, 

Cholera  is  raging  at  Tolon,  France. 

Small-pox  is  severe  in  New  Ycn'k  City. 

A  colored  man  recently  died  in  St.  Louis  leaving  thirty 
five  children  to  mourn  their  loss. 

By  an  oversight  the  article  on  pages  2<)5-6  of  June  No. 
did  not  receive  proper  credit.  It  was  quoted  from  the  Ar- 
chives  of  Pediatrics  for  April.  Our  rule  is  fair  play  and 
just  acknowledgements  every  time.  So  that  we  trust  and 
know  that  our  journalistic  friends  will  deem  this  a  proper 
rectification. 

For,  Ivy  poisoning,  a  mixture  of  quicklime  and  water,  is 
affirmed  to  give  prompt  relief. 

Equal  parts  of  bi-carbonate  of  Soda,  and  common  Salt, 
in  solution  and  applied,  is  mentioned  as  relief  and  cure 
of  most  insect  stings,  hornets,  bees  etc. 

Money  Counters  Disease,  is  a  suitable  cognomen  for  the 
observed  fact,  that  in  the  Washington  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, all  the  handlers  of  our  much  beloved  paper  currency 
very  soon  manifest  evidence  of  arsenic  poisoning.  Sores 
appear  on  hands  and  heads.  Arsenic  is  strongly  possessed 
of  pathological  proclivities. 

Lactic  Acid  has  been  recommended  in  Dyphtheria.  It 
ought  to  be  good.  Pathological  indications  are  well  met  in 
physiological  therapeutics  of  this  acid. 

Dr.  Holloway  the  great  manufacturer  of  pills,  gave  as  his 
last  act,  $500,000  to  the  London  Hospitals. 
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Dr.  Andrew  Wilson  {BHt,  Med.  Jour.)  Asserts  assur- 
edly that  all  conceptions  taking  place  just  before  menstrua- 
ation,  will  be  males,  and  those  after,  Females.  If  true  this 
is  a  discovery. 

Music  is  said  to  be  employed  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  at 
the  Paris  Hospitals,  France.  The  French  are  a  wide  awake 
people. 

The  Verbascnm  Thapsus,  is  gaining  merited  favor  with 
the  profession  in  general.  Dr.*  Quinlane  asserts  its  prefer- 
ence over  cod-liver  oil ;  says  it  posses  all  the  advantages  and 
none  of  the  drawbacks.  True,  and  yet  not  the  whole  truth. 
It  is  a  most  valuable  remedy;   cod  and  dog  livers  are  not. 

Ergotine  given  in  doses  of  16  grs.  will  neutralize  the  ce- 
rebral effects  of  15  grs.  of  quinine.  Tinitus  may  be  entirely 
avoided  by  conibining  these  two  remedies.     Quinologist. 

Dr.  Lewin,  finds  great  benefit  in  the  diarrhoeas  of  children 
by  using  a  soluable  albuminate  of  tannin  ;  made  by  adding 
white  of  egg  to  a  salution  of  tannin ;  the  whites  of  eggs 
being  previously  well  beaten. 

The  Zulu  treatment  for  fractures  is, to  put  the  limb  in 
the  earth,  cover  the  patient  and  care  for  him  there  until 
entirely  well.  A  good  example  of  dry  earth,  antiseptic 
treatment. 

The  N.  Y.  Times  asserts  that  salicylic  acid  has  produced 
tinitus  aurum  very  much  like  quinine. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Cumberland  Plateau,  in  Tenn.  are 
said  to  be  entirely  free  from  consumption.  Dr.  Wright 
asserts  this  to  be  a  fact  in  an  essay  before  his  county  society. 

An  oxylate  of  Potash  and  antimony  has  appeared  in  the 
german  market  and  resembles  tartar  emetic  so  much  in  ap- 
pearance and  effect  and  being  much  cheaper,  it  threatens  to 
replace  that  drug.  For  some  of  the  patients  we  hope  it  may 
not  represent  actually  tartar  emetic. 
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According  to  Pasteurs  views  and  axperiiuents  if  the  Bac- 
cillus  of  rabiestbe  carried  bj  vaccination  though  a  succession 
or  rabbits,  its  virus  becomes  attenuated,  while  if  the  same 
course  be  persued  with  pigeons,  it  becomes  markedly,  in- 
tensified. 

Dr.  Mitcheljin  Med.  and  Surg.  Rep.  comes  forward  with 
emphatic  laudations  of  excessive  use  of  skimmed  milk  as  u 
cure  for  confirmed  diabetis. 

Dr.  Pooley  of  N.  Y.  has  recently,  punctured  a  Thrombus 
at  the  elbow,  evacuated  its  contents  and  treated  with  warm 
water  dressings  successfully. 

Prof.  Knapp,  of  N.  Y.  advocates  the  use  of  pellets  of 
cotton  wet  with  Glycerine  for  defective  hearing  the  fault  of 
the  membrana  tympani.  We  have  found  the  addition  of 
Tine.  Lobelia  in  small  quantities,  a  valuable  auxilary. 

An  aquous  solution  of  belladonna  is  probably  our  very 
best  antigallactogogue 

Dr.  C.  T.  Hunter  of  Phil.  Pa.  died  recently  from  septi- 
caemia, the  result  of  dissection  wounding. 

Dr.  Bose,  of  Peoria  111.  reports  to  the  Peoria  Med.  Man, 
I'he  case  of  a  glass  pessary  remaining  in  the  vagina  for 
twenty-one  years. 

Dr.  Vigouroux  recommends  hot  Lemonade  in  diarrhcea, 
to  be  taken  every  hour. 

A  writer  in  Med.  Times  and  Gaz.  urges  milk  heated 
above  100  degrees  Fah.  as  being  more  invigorating  and  en- 
during than  alcoholic  stimulants. 

Iodide  of  potassium  is  said  to  be  an  efficient  anti-gallacta- 
gogue;  should  be  used  in  doses  of  fifteen  grains  three  times 
a  day. 

The  Journal  of  Pediatrics  reprints  a  case  of  an  Italian 
child  born  without  eyes.  And  says  it  is  believed  to  he  the 
only  case  on  record.  Congenital  absence  of  Jejunum,  Illium 
and  greater  part  of  the  colon. 
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All  exchange,  reports  the  case  of  a  child,  two  years,  old 
having  swallowed  a  penny  and  not  passing  it  until  six  month 
afterward. 

A  Dr.  C.  C.  Barnuni  speaks  highly  of  Iodoform  as  a  top- 
ical application  in  facial  erysipelas-  He  combines  in  the 
proportion  of  one  to  ten  parts  of  colodion. 

A  solution  of  guttapercha  in  chloroform  (four  to  thirty) 
is  useful  to  protect  the  skin  over  projecting  bones  and  to 
prevent  bedsores,  in  wasting  cases.     Phil.  Med,  Times. 

While  regular  menstruation  is  hold  as  evidence  of  marri- 
ageableness, you  must  not  hold  the  absence  of  menstruation 
is  proof  of  the  opposite.  A  waman  may  have  every  quality 
or  attribute  of  marriageableness  who  menstruates  irregular- 
ly, or  rarely,  or  even  who  has  never  menstruated  at  all. 

J.  Matthew  Duncan. 

It  is  said  that  the  Harvard  University,  at  Washington, 
admits  qualified  colored  men  to  its  lectures,  not  even  dis- 
criminating against  sex. 

It  is  said  that  Dr.  Vongrarfe,  performed  fifty-four  oper- 
tations  in  one  day,  in  military  service. 

.  Surgical  instruments  may  l)e  protected  from  rust  by  dip- 
ping them  in  a  solution  of  either  carbonate  of  soda  or  po- 
t!ksh.     It  is  said  they  will  thus  be  secure  for  years. 


BOOK  REVIEWS. 


Htgienio  Physiology  with  Special  Reference  to  Alcoholic 
Drinks  and  Narcotics.  By  Joel  Dorman  Steel,  Ph.  D.,  A. 
S.  Barnes  &  Co.  N.  Y.  and  Chicago. 

This  beautiful tlittle  eompenium  is  gotten  up  in  good  style,  fine 
workmanship  and  superbly  Illustrated ;  intended  for  the  use  of 
junior  classes  and  common  schools,  is  too-  just  the  book  for  fam- 
ily and  home  use. 

Fathers,   mothers,  brothers  and  sisters  are  all  to  be  benefited 
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by  its  lessons.     If  you  would   know  more  of  thy  self,  this  is  your 
primer  and  guide. 

Records  of  Living  Officers  of  the  U.  8.  Army.  L.  R.  Hamen- 
SLY  &  Co.  Philadelphia,  478  pages,  cloth.  1884, 
This  work  embraces  a  succinct  sketch  of  our  Army.  In  its  pre- 
face the  authors  say  of  his  object,  it  is  to  bring  together  within 
the  compass  of  a  single  volume  the  records  of  the  otticers  of  our 
army  now  living. 

How  truely  this  mission  has  been  performed  may  be  judged  by 
the  work.  I  fail  to  find  a  single  flaw.  It  is  brief,  pointed,  practi- 
cal exact ;  Varying  from  Biography  in  general,  which  leaves  meri- 
ted prases  to  be  sung  after  death.  This  volume  would  sing 
alone  the  praise  due  our  heroes,  while  yet  they  live.  Every  oflScer, 
all  their  friends,  families,  admirers  and  aveiy  patriot  must  find 
pleasure  in  this  work. 

General  Register  of  the  U.  8.  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  for 
One  Hundred  years,  1782  to  1882.  L.  H.  S.  Hamensly. 
Washington,  D.  C,  942  pages,  1882. 

This  work  is  a  very  comprehensive  one,  replete  in  statistics, 
giving  what  would  seem  to  be  all  the  information  on  every  point 
that  any  one  could  ask  or  wish  #or. 

A  work  of  a  hundred  years,  of  intimate  history  of  the  Americao 
Navy,  its  offlcei*s,  its  ups  and  downs,  its  inside  and  outside,  can- 
not fail  of  interest,  instruction  and  gratfy cation. 

A  Naval  ENCYCLOPiEDiA. 

Being  a  dictionary  of  Nautical  words  and  phrases  ;  Biographit^al 
notices,  and  records  of  Naval  Officers.  Special  articles  on  Nav- 
al art  and  science,  compiled  by  various  officers,  and  others  of 
reo3|aizei  ath^rity  on  the  various  branches,  together  with  descrip- 
tion of  the  principal  naval  stations  and  seaport  of  the  world. 

Complete  in  one  large,  872  paged,  double  columed  work. 

L.  R.  Hamensly  &  Co.  Philadelphia. 

The  Urine  in  Disease — a  Chart,  unique  in  its  get  up  and  per- 
haps more  brief,  direct  in  arrangement  and  simple  in  classifyca- 
tion  then  any  similar  attempt.  For  sale  by  C.  F.  Talor;  Ed.  of 
the  Medical  World,  and  is  supplied  to  subscril^rs  along  with  the 
World,  for  $1,00  per  year.  Will  be  furnished  to  our  subscribers 
at  club  rates,  i,  e.  The  Medical  World,  the  chart  and  the  St. 
Louis  Medical  Journal,  all  for  $2,75. 

Preliminary  Circular  respecting' the  exhibition  of  Education 
at  the  Worlds  Industrial  cotton  centennial  exposition.  Gov. 
Printing  officer  Washington  D.  C. 
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NOTICES 
WANTED. 

A  really  good,  staunch  and  well  qualified  rational  Physician 
(Eclectic)  can  find  a  number  one,  location  by  addressing  L.  8. 
Campbell,  M.  D.  Wellington,  Kans. 

PLATT'S  CHLORIDES. 


This  compound  of  chloride  of  Zinc,  Lead,  Calcium,  Alluminum, 
Magnesium  and  Potassium,  presents  a  sterling  and  irrefutable  ar- 
ray of  most  promising  endorsers ;  and  appears  to  be  all  that  is 
claimed  for  it,  viz,  a  perfect  disinfectant,  deodoziser,  germicide 
and  antiseptic. 

The  wide  awake  firm  of  the  lakes  represents  the  vanguard  of 
New  Remedies  and  ranks  first  as  developing  therapeutists. 

On  the  question  of  improved  medication  and  surer  results,  Park 
Davis  &  Co.  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  will  ever  be  found  on  the  right 
side.     See  their  advertisement,  third  page  of  our  cover. 

From  our  use  of  lactopeptIne,  extending  over  several  year, 
and  without  a  single  disappointment  in  its  application,  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  lend  endorsement  to  the  following : 

It  is  one  of  the  few  preparations  that  has  won  its  way  into  pro- 
fessional confidence  and  with  a  strong  hold  mantains  appreciation. 

AFfER  THREE  YEARS. 

Mr.  Editor — I  have  read  with  interest  the  items  that  have  ap- 
peared in  your  columns  from  time  to  time,  setting  forth  the  merits 
of  Harter's  Iron  Tonic,  and  desire  to  add  a  word  on  my  own  account. 

For  three  years,  I  was  a  constant  suffer  from  dyspepsia  and 
disorders  arising  from  diseased  and  impure  blood;  had  tried  many 
remedies  an. I  several  noted  physicians,  without  relief.  A  friend 
induced  me  to  try  Harter's  Iron  Tonic,  when  to  my  utter  surprise, 
three  bottles  completely  cured  me.  "Old  Subscribed." 

**This  is  the  season  for  Diarrhoea,  Cholera  Infantum^  etc.,  and 
our  exchanges  seem  to  be  of  one  mind  as  to  the  value  of  Lacto- 
peptine  in  affections  named.  We  can  scarcely  find  one  that  is  not 
loud  in  its  praises,  and  from  the  results  that  have  been  reported 
there  seems  to  be  good  ground  for  this  high  opinion. — Ohio  Med, 
Jour,'' 
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Report  on  Beef  Peptonokla  Prof.  Attfield,  F.  R.  8.,  F.  I.  C,  &c. 
Author  of  ''A  Manual  on  Chemistry,  General,  Medical,  and 
Pharmaceutical . " 

The  chemical  examination  to  which  I  have  submitted  your  Beef 
Peptonoids  yields  the  following  results  in  100  parts: — 

Albuminoids  (containing  nitrogen  10.94),  69.25 

Fat,  10.71 

Sugar,  including  a  trace  of  starch,  9.50 

Phosphates,  equal  to  bone  phosphate,  3.01 

Other  mineral  substances,  2.61 

Moisture,   4.92 

100.00 
The  manafacturers  of ''Beef  Peptonoids"  state  that  this  food 
is  composed  of  dry  lean  of  beef,  one-third :  the  solids  of  milk, 
minus  most  of  th^  fat,  one-third ;  the  gluten  of  wheat,  one-third  ; 
the  beef  being  partially  digested  or  '"peptonized."  My  analysis 
fully  supports  this  statement ;  for  I  find  present  between  69  70 
per  cent,  of  albuminoids,  that  is,  flesh  forming  material  (nitrogen 
10.94) ;  more  than  20  per  cent,  of  warmth  producing  substance, 
nearly  half  of  which  is  milk  sugar,  and  rather  more  than  half  fat ; 
3  per  cent,  of  bone-forming  phosphates  ;  about  2  per  cent,  of  other 
normal  mineral  matter,  and  about  5  per  cent,  of  moisture.  A  sam- 
ple of  the  constituent  gluten  submitted  to  me  was  practically  pure 
containing  a  mere  trace  of  starch.  Rather  more  than  one-fourth 
of  the  albuminoids,  probably  the  "peptonized"  poi-tion,  was  sol- 
uble; while  practically  the  whole  of  the '"Beef  Peptonoids"  was 
readily  soluble  in  peptonizing  fluids,  showing  that  it  is  easily  and 
wholly  digested  when  taken  into  the  stomach.  The  flavor  and 
odor  of  the  preparation  are  excellent ;  its  thorough  state  of  dry- 
ness fits  it  for  keeping  any  length  of  time  in  any  climate.  It  is 
by  far  the  most  nutritious  and  concentrated  food  I  have  ever  met 
with.  Indeed,  a  platable  and  assimilable  and  in  every  way  accep- 
table article  of  food,  containing  nearly  70  per  cent,  of  truly  nu- 
tritive nitrogenous  material  partially  peptonized  has  never  before, 
to  my  knowledge,  been  offered  to  the  medical  profession  or  to  the 
public. 

London,  Nov.  1883.  John  Attfield. 
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Short,  Pith'j  and  Practical  Articles  Solicited. 


If  thou  hast  Truth  to  iitttT. 
Speak  it  liolflly—  speak  it  sill. 


THE  MEDICAL  SISYPHUS. 

N.   P.  PEARSQX,   M.    I). 


The  Givck  riivtholosrv  tells  us  Ml)(»ut  h  Kinsr  Sisvpluis, 
that  he  on  account  of  his  great  wickedness  was  conclenined 
after  death  in  the  infernal  regions  to  roll  a  hig  stone  upwards 
on  a  steep  mountain,  hut  whenever  he  came  near  the  top, 
he  became  exhausted  and  the  stone  rolled  down  with  him 
to  the  ground  l)elow.  So  he  kept  on  roiling  in  vain  forever. 
Radenma<jher  declared  fifty  years  ago,  that  the  physician, 
who  attempted  to  find  sure  remedies  for  the  nosological 
forms,  merely  rolled  the  stone  of  Sisyphus.  It  seems  in- 
deed, that  he  was  right;  for  almost  daily  we  meet  Sisyphus 
in  our  medical  text-books  and  journals,  recommending  a 
treatment,  about  which  very  soon  is  said :  *'mene,  tekel, 
upharsin." —  Let  us  look  at  the  numerous  remedies  recom- 
mended for  rheumatism,  asthma,  bronchitis,  dispepsia,  di- 
abetes, erysipelas,  dysentery,  etc,  which  have  been  tried 
and  found  wanting.  So  was  condurango  extolled  for  cancer, 
hypophites  for  phthisis,  philocarpin  for  dii)htheria,  coto- 
bark  for  diarrhoea,  etc,  cod-liver  oil  is  still  held  high  in  the 
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books  !  I  have  used  bjirrols  of  it  and  caused  the  best  Nor- 
wegian kind  to  be  iiiiported  here,  but  I  never  saw  a  single 
case  actual!}  benefited  hy  this  repulsive  medicine.  Let  u.'* 
read  in  the  *'l)e8t"  books,  what  these  tell  us  about  the  treat- 
ment of  man}^  diseases  such  as  the  eerebro-spinal  fever. 
Valleix  praised  quinine  and  opium  for  it.  Niemeyer  repu- 
diates this  and  praises  cold  water,  the  next  ferrum — another 
chloral — another  bromides,  etc.  Is  it  any  wonder,  that 
many  intelligent  and  very  prominent  physicians  on  the 
continent  have  become  skeptic  and  disbelievers  in  anything 
but  "placebo,"  and  in  their  meetings  scarcely  ever  admit  dis- 
cussions on  the  internal  treatment  of  diseases?  Whenever, 
they  read  in  the  New  York  Medical  Record,  about  extolliDg 
certain  treatments,  they  shake  their  heads  most  wisely  and 
ask  if  America  is  full  of  Indian  doctors.  How  long  shall 
we  then,  steeped  in  conventional  thraldom,  continue  to  re- 
peat the  follies  of  the  past  and  not  reform? 


'SCREW  WORMS." 

J.   BtlRGER,  M.  D. 


Was  called  to  see  Charley  F.  act.  14,  Sept.,  15th.  1882. 
Found  him  with  all  the  symptoms  of  severe  attack  of  ton- 
silitis,  with  the  additional  symptoms  of  acute  catarrh.  I 
diagnosed  the  case  tonsilitis,  and  commenced  treatment  for 
the  same,  by  giving  a  solution  chlorate  potas,  alternated 
with : 

B     Fl.  Ext.  Aconite,  gtts.  tk  ; 

Water, J  iv. 

Teaspoonf  ul  every  two  hours. 

For  catarrhal  symptoms  gave  a  snuff  of  pulv.,  hydrastis 
and  sanginaria;  and  returned  home.  I  had  not  been  home 
more  than  two  hours  when  the  boy's  father  came  after  me, 
very  much  alarmed,  saying  that  the  medicine  had  brought 
away  several  worms  from  the  boys  nose.  I  returned  at  once 
and  found  that  the  discharge  from  the  nose  had  increased 
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and  a88uii)eda  bloody  appearance.  I  fotind  by  examination, 
that  the  worms  were  in  the  right  nostril  just  above  the 
lower  edge  of  the  nasal  bone  and  under  the  malar  bone.  As 
I  had  never  read  or  heard  of  any  treatment  for  "screw 
worms"  had  to  adopt  my  own  treatment,  as  I  thought  was 
irtdicatedin  the  case  ;  accordingly  I  wrote  the  following  pre- 
5>cription  to  be  used  as  an  injection  into  the  nose  as  often 
as  could  be  borne  by  the  patient. 

R     Carbolic  Acid,  3  8B  ; 

Glycerine  and  Water,  aa 5  iv. 

I  used  this  injection  four  or  tive  times  and  each  time 
brought  away,  from  ten  to  fifteen  "screw  worms"  about 
one  third  grown.  Ordered  the  injection  repeated  every  one 
or  two  hours  and  returned  home. 

Sept.  16th  visited  the  patient;  found  discharge  from 
nose  increasing  and  almost  pure  blood.  The  injection  would 
not  dislodge  any  more  worms.  We  had  then  succeeded  in 
getting  about  one  hundred.  I  then  tilled  the  syringe  with 
spirits  turpentine,  and  injected  the  nose  full  which  brought 
ten  or  fifteen  more  worms.  The  turpentine  caused  consid- 
erable pain.  W^e  kept  up  this  treatment  perseveringly  for 
five  days.  When  we  succeeded  in  capturing  the  last  "screw 
worm"  full  grown  ;  as  nearly  as  we  could  count,  we  took 
altogether  over  three  hundred  worms  from  this  patients  nose. 

When  full  grown  they  are  nearly  three  fourths  of  an  inch 
long;  and  the  shape  of  a  screw  ;  the  point  or  small  end  be- 
ing the  head. 

This  patient  soon  recovered  after  the  worms  were  all  re- 
moved, under  tonic  treatment  and  the  following  injection 
to  heal  the  ulcers  in  the  nose. 

B     Tannic  Acid,  3  ij  ; 

Glycerine  and  Water,  aa 3  ij. 

M,     Sig.     Inject  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

During  the  summer  and  fall  of  1882  there  was  a  great 
many  horses,  cattle  and  hogs  killed  with  "screw  worms." 
I  lost  two  large  fat  hogs  myself  from  the  effect  of  these 
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pest:? ;  out  of  fifty  heud  of  hogs  1  hud  to  treat  ten  head  for 
'*scievv  wonus".  1  saw  over  three  hundred  screw  worms 
taken  out  of  one  horses  penis  ;  and  a  handful  taken  out  of 
a  steer's  anus. 

Where  ever  there  is  a  fresh  cut  or  st  rateii  the  Hy  will  make 
their  deposits  ;  but  if  there  is  no  such  place  offering  they 
will  deposit  in  the  nose,  ear  or  eye,  or  where  ever  there  is 
moisture  enough  for  the  young  worms  to  subsist.  There 
was  a  lady  out  horseback  riding  in  Cowley  county  this  state 
the  summer  of  1882,  a  fly  darted  into  her  nose,  was  only 
there  an  instant ;  in  a  few  hours  she  was  taken  with  severe 
pain  in  the  head,  sent  for  a  doctor ;  he  diagnosed  the  case 
neuralgia,  and  treated  her  for  live  days  when  there  was  sev- 
eral full  grown  screw  worms  fell  into  her  mouth.  She  only 
lived  a  few  hours  longer.  After  her  death  there  came  *'a 
handful"  of  full  grow^n  ''screw    worms"  out  of  her  mouth. 

I  have  experimented  considerable  with  these  worms  and 
find  only  a  few  things  will  kill  them.  Crude  carbolic  acid, 
coal  oil,  turpentine  and  many  other  things  as  strong,  do  not 
injure  them  in  the  least,  chloroform  and  sulphuric  ether 
will  kill  ihem  instantly.  But  would  it  do  to  inject  a  per- 
sons nose  or  ear  full  of  chloroform  or  ether?  is  a  question 
I  am  not  able  to  answer.  But  as  it  is  a  question  of  life  or 
death  wMth  the  patient  if  something  effectual  is  not  done,  1 
would  not  hesitate  long.to  try  one  or  both,  if  1  should  be 
called  on  to  treat  another  case. 

I  have  investigated  the  subject  to  considerable  extent  and 
find  that  what  few  have  written  on  the  subject  know  but 
little  about  it.  They  all  dain)  that  the"  fly  deposits  an  egg 
which  ''hatches  out"  ;  most  say  it  is  a  green  fly  smaller  than 
the  common  "blow  flv,'  which  are  all  mistakes.  The  "S';rew 
fly"  is  from  one  third  to  as  large  again  as  the  common  house 
fly,  which  it  somewhat  resembles.  The  body  being  a  little 
grayer  and  head  a  redish  brown  color.  The  fly  does  not 
deposit  an  egg  but  deposits  worms  already  "hatched  out", 
and  ready  to  commence  business  at  once.  One  fly  will  de- 
posit from  two  to  four  hundred  of  these  worms  at  one  'shot'. 
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They  are  about   hi\\f  ;is  huge  jis  u  common   '^fly  blow"  and 
are  quite  lively  when  8(jueezed  out  of  the  fly. 
Ottk  Valley  K*iin. 

(Arg.  Nit.  grs.  v,  iv^ua  3  J  ;  or  Oil  Bergamont;  or  Oil  of  Lav- 
ender; or  good  Cologne  Water,  will  instantly*  kill  any  live  woiiii 
or  animal  touched,  and  the  former  may  safely  be  used  in  any  cav- 
ity  or  wouiiJ.     One  api)lic.ilion  if  complete  is  sutticient.         Ed.) 


PRACTICAL  THERAPEUTICS. 

L.   H.  WASHINGTON,  M.   D. 


ILEMORRHAGIt:  MALARIAL  FEVER. 

I  have  found  nothing  comparable  to  diaphoresis  in  the 
treatment  of  this  disease,  and  I  carry  it  out  in  the  following 
manner,  viz:  If  my  putient  is  not  too  weak,  I  have  him 
placed  in  a  large  tub  of  hot  water,  and  throw  a  blanket 
around  him,  and  let  him  remain  for  fifteen  minutes.  Then 
remove  him  and  wrap  him  in  a  blanket,  and  cover  him  with 
blankets,  and  let  him  perspire  for  nearly  or  quite  an  hour, 
giving  him  bits  of  ice  during  the  time.  The  nausea  and 
vomiting  will  be  greatly  if  not  entirely  relieved  by  this  bath, 
and  the  yellowness  of  the  skin  will  also  disappear.  In  the 
course  of  two  or  three  hours  the  urine  will  begin  to  grow 
lighter  in  color  and  have  a  urinous  odor,  and  in  ten  or  twelve 
hcmrs  will  be  normal.  The  pulse  falls  steadily  after  the 
bath.  A  few  hours  after  the  bath,  I  give  fifteen  or  twenty 
grains  of  quinine  by  the   mouth,  or  thirty  grains  by  enema. 

If  the  nausea  returns  I  repeat  the  bath.  If  the  patient 
is  too  weak  to  be  removed  from  the  bed,  I  have  a  blanket 
wrung  out  after  having  been  soaked  in  hot  water,  and  wrap 
him  in  it  after  removing  his  clothes. 

I  generally  give  teaspoonful  doses  of  Squibb's  fluid  ext. 
of  ergot,  every  two  hours  till  the  blood  disappears  from  the 
urine.  The  subsecjuent  treatment  is  quinine  daily  for  a  weak 
or  more.  W.  H.  Johnston,  M.  D. 

First,   give  a  glass  of  cold   water,  or  water  with   lemon 
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juice,  to  make  the  vomiting  easy,  then  alcohol  95  deg.  1 
part,  water  4  parts.  Two  ounces  every  hour  uutil  it  makes 
the  patient  drunk  or  the  attack  is  broken,  which  is  generally 
known  by  ihe  patient  refusing  the  ahrohol.  Give  alsiO  spirits 
turpentine,  3  or  4  teaspoonfuis  every  hour  or  two  until  the 
turpentine  is  seen  floating  in  the  urine  and  heemorrhage  stops, 
and  the  patient  rallies.  If  the  medicines  are  vomited  repeat 
them.  Give  15  or  20  grains  of  quinine  for  .two  successive 
days  after  the  attack  is  broken,  and  keep  up  alcohol  in  small- 
er doses  during  convalesence.     Dr.  Chri.-»topher. 

When  called  to  a  person  attacked  with  this  disease,  if  it 
be  an  adult,  1  give  from  four  to  live  grains  of  quinine,  by 
means  of  the  hypodermic  syringe.  I  prefer  this  method  of 
administration  because  of  its  greater  certainty  of  action,  its 
quicker  diffusion  through  the  system  and  more  especially 
because  there  is  no  danger  of  the  dose  being  lost,  owing  to 
the  almost  constant  nausea  and  von)iting  that  attends  the 
disease.  It  is  my  object  to  bring  the  patient  at  once  under 
the  influence  of  quinine,  and  to  maintain  this  influence  until 
the  disease  is  broken  up.  I  give  it  hypodermically  every 
five  or  six  hours,  in  such  doses  as  will  secure  its  uninterupt- 
ed  influence  upon  the  system,  regardless  of  the  degree  of 
fever  that  may  be  present,  as  the  malarial  poison  must  be 
neutralized  before  we  can  bring  safety  to  our  patient.  To 
overcome  the  nausea  and  bilious  vomiting,  nearly  always 
present,  and  a  most  distressing  symptom.  I  give  small  and 
repeated  doses  of  calomel,  say  half  a  grain  every  half  hour, 
or  one  grain  every  hour;  and  occasionally  a  little  compound 
spirits  of  lavender  or  soda  water  in  a  state  of  efference. 

After  the  stomach  has  been  quieted  by  the  calomel  (which 
it  seldom  fails  to  be)  and  some  eight  or  ten  grains  have  been 
taken.  I  commence  giving  teaspoonful  doses  of  a  saturated 
solution  of  epsom  salts,  flavored  with  a  little  compound  spir- 
its lavender  or  essence  of  lemon.  This  I  give  every  hour 
or  two  until  the  bowels  are  acted  upon,  when  generally  it 
will  be  found  that  the  so  called  bilious  stools  will  pass  off 
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freely,  and  this  rarely  fails  to  mark  a  dec*i.sive  improvement 
ill  the  i)atient.s  condition.  When  there  is  lieadache,  hiiiibar 
pains,  and  acliin<^  in  the  limbs — all  of  wliicli  are  often  pres- 
ent— I  give  small  do»e«  of  morphine  until  relief  is  obtained, 
believing  that  the  opiate,  if  not  carried  to  the  extent  of  ner- 
vous depression,  can  do  no  harm,  but  is  productive  of  im- 
mence  good  by  quieting  the  system  and  procuring  rest. 
Moreover  the  excessive  nausea  and  vomiting  is  sometimes 
arrested  by  small  doses  of  morphine  when  all  other  remedies 
have  failed. 

The  liver  in  these  cases  is  always  engorged,  and  slow  to 
act,  and  it  is  always  useful  to  apply  a  blister  over  this  or- 
gan to  assist  in  relieving  it  of  its  turgesence,  and  to  excite 
it  to  functional  activity. 

The  blood  in  all  these  cases  ijs  profoundly  altered  in  its 
constituency  and  lowered  as  a  vitjil  fluid  ;  iience  the  necessi- 
ty for  giving  the  mineral  acids  and  iron  tonics  as  blood  re- 
storers. These  are  to  be  administered  as  soon  as  the  calomel 
has  done  its  work  and  passed  out  of  the  system.  If  com- 
nienced  with,  earlier,  they  are  apt  to  be  rejected  by  the  stom- 
ach, and  thus  prove  annoying  to  the  patient.  The  prepara- 
tion of  iron,  which  I  prefer  to  all  others  in  this  disease  is 
that  known  as  the  liquid  oxysulphate,  formula  of  Dr.  J.  R. 
Black,  in  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  for  March,  1868. 
This  I  give  in  doses  of  six  to  ten  drops,  in  a  little  sweetened 
water  flavored  with  lemon,  at  intervals  of  five  to  six  hours. 
It  certainly  possesses  remarkable  efficacy,  and  seems  to  re- 
store the  blood  to  its  normal  condition  more  rapidly  than 
any  other  remedy. 

As  a  general  thing  hsemostjitics  are  not  needed,  the  hem- 
orrhage ceasing  as  soon  as  the  morbid  j)rocess  is  intefered 
with  by  the  antiperiodic.  But  in  some  cases  the  bleeding  is 
so  profuse  as  to  exhaust  the  patient  rapidly,  and  unless  it 
can  be  checked  a  degree  of  anaemia  is  induced  from  which 
the  patient  cannot  recover.  In  such  cases  we  are  to  use  a 
strong  decoction  of  uva  ursi,  the  astringent  preparations  of 
iron,  and  gallic  acid.  The  latter  I  have  found  more  reliable 
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than  jiny  other  remedy.     Dosi*.     Three  to  live  ^nains  every 
hour  or  two,  u:itil  the  lueinorrhage  is  checked. 

Suitable  nourishment  is  indi>i)ensable.  The  i)lood  is  im- 
poverished and  must  he  renewed  or  the  patient  dies. 

S.  F.  Starley,  M.  1>. 

CONGESTIVE  CHILLS. 

I  liave  used  chloroform  in  the  cold  stage  of  congestive 
chills,  and  also  ordinary  intermitteuts,  for  several  years, 
and  have  never  found  anything  that  would  bring  on  reaction 
more  speedily.  I  give  the  chloroform  in  doses  of  six  drops 
in  sweetened  water  every  tifteen  minutes ;  also  have  sina- 
pisms applied  to  the  stomach  and  epigastric  region,  and  the 
extremities  rubbed  with  liquid  ammonia.  After  taking  the 
second  dose,  the  patient  is  usually  much  better ;  pulse  re- 
turning at  the  wrist  ;  nausea  and  vomiting  stopped  and  re- 
action established  in  about  an  hour.  It  appears  to  fulfil  the 
following  indications  ;  1.  It  allays  nausea  and  vonjiting.  2. 
It  allays  the  pain  in  the  stomach.  3.  It  equalizes  the  circu- 
lation. 4.  Reaction  is  never  excessive  after  its  use. 

Quinine  is  of  course  freely  given  to  prevent  a  return  of 
the  chills.     R.  K    Hinton  M.  D. 

Let  the  patient  inhale  from  3  to  5  drops  of  Nitrite  of 
Amyl,  and  within  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  the  surface 
becomes  warm,  breathing  natural,  and  circulation  restored. 
Then  have  the  patient  bathed  with  the  following:  Whiskey 
1  pint ;  Tincture  of  capsicum,  1  ounce;  Sulphate  of  Quinine 
1  drachm  ;  Mix. 

Also  give  a  tablespoonf ul  of  the  following  mixture,  every 
hour,  till  reaction  is  fully  established: 

Carbonate  of  Ammonia,  38  grains  ;  Syrup  of  orange,  5 
drachms  ;  Whiskey,  1  ounce  ;  Creosote,  7  drops.     Mix. 

Should  the  pulse  flag,  repeat  the  inhalation  of  the  Amyl, 
but  be  careful  not  to  use  too  much,  or  too  often  As  soon 
as  reaction  is  well  established,  stop  the  ammonia  mixture, 
and  give  freely  of  quinine  in  solution.  Do  not  trust  it  in 
pill  or  powder,  for  it  may  not  be  absorbed. 

Wm.  R.  Smith,  M.  D. 
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Dr.  T.  W.  Raiikin,  lulvises  the  liy|MKlerinic  iiijtMtKm  of 
hellad<»nna,  and  his  e ises  iv[)orted,  show  that  the  tiratinent 
is  i£ood. 

The  tieatuient  at  the  Chanty  Hospital,  Nrw  ()rlean>  is  as 
follows:  Thirty  *rrains  of  <juinine  in  solution  by  rectal  in- 
jection, sinapisms  are  applied,  and  the  injection  repeated  in 
3  hours.  As  s<K)n  as  the  patient  is  able  to  swallow,  he  is 
given  a  tablespoonful  every  2  hours  of  the  following: 

Carbonate  of  ammonia,  1  drachm  ;  brandy  2  ounces  ;  wa- 
ter, 4  ounces.     Mix. 

In  a  case  where  nothing  was  retained  by  the  stomach  or 
rectum,  quinine  10  grains  with  morphia  l-f>  grain  was  ad- 
ministered hypodermicaPy  with  success. 

8.  H.  Kilbourne,  M.  I). 

IXTERMITTENT    FKVER. 

During  the  cold  stage  a  few  drops  of  chloroform  or  Hoff- 
man's anodyne  on  sugar.  During  the  hot  stage  an  effer- 
vescent saline  laxative  in  broken  doses,  or  Dover's  powder, 
10  grains — the  former  is  grateful  and  refreshing.  During 
the  sweating  stage  nothing  is  given.  After  the  subsidence 
of  the  paroxysm,  quinine,  20  grains,  in  a  single  dose,  in  the 
form  most  agreeable  to  the  patient.  Sponging  with  cool 
or  tepid  water  in  second  and  third  stages. 

S.  H.  Kilbourne,  M.  D. 

In  the  proper  treatment  of  this  complaint,  two  classes  of 
remedies  are  indispensable ;  and  to  the  omission  of  these, 
the  failure  of  a  case  must  be  imputed — first,  a  cathartitr ; 
second,  atonic  and  stimulant.  When  there  is  much  nausea 
at  the  stomach,  after  the  chill  give  some  aromatic  drinks 
and  aconite,  thus : 

Tincture  of  aconite  root,  7  drops  ;  water,  2  ounces.  Mix. 
Teaspoonful  every  half  hour  during  the  fever. 

As  soon  as  the  fever  abates,  we  give  Leptandria,  15  grains  : 
Podophyllin,  6  grains ;  Rhubarb,  15  grains;  Bicarb.  Potash 
10  grains.  Mix,  and  divide  into  five  powders.  Dose.  One 
eveiy  2  hours  until  they  move  the  bowels  well.    Then  com- 
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ini^nce  with  the  following  pills  seven  houis  l>efore  the  time 
for  the  return  of  the  chill,  and  take  one  pill  every  hour 
until  teii  are  taken,  then  take  the  bain  nee  on  the  next  day 
for  the  ehill  as  heftire,  until  all  are  taken  : 

No.  1.  Sulphate  of  Quinine,  Pruciate  of  Iron,  Powdere<l 
Capsicun),  each  20  grains;  Extract  of  Gentian,  suffiirient- 
Mix,  and  make  into  20  pills. 

After  the  last  pills  are  taken,  use  the  following: 

No.  2.  Tincture    Aconite,    Chlorc»form    and    Laudanum, 

each,  8  drachms.     Mix.     Dose.     Twelve  drops  in  water  .^ 

times  a  day  and  on  retiring  at  night,  and  continue  this  for 

at  least  fourteen  or  twenty  one  days.     S.  T.  Riggers  M.  D. 

Dr.  McReady  of  Pennsylvania,  says,  I  have  found  satis- 
factory results  from  these  receipts  : 

Phosphate  of  Iron,  2  drachms  ;  Sulphate  of  Zinc,  30  grs. 
Quinine,  1  drachm.  Dose.  Three  to  twelve  grains  at  inter- 
vals of  1  to  4  hours. 

Quinine,  1  drachm  ;  Piperin  2  drachms  Salicin,  3  drachms. 
Mix.  Dose  three  to  twelve  grains  every  1  to  4  hours. 

The  following  is  the  fornmla  for  Prof.  Dowell's  (Galves- 
ton College,)  favorite  pill  for  intermittent  fever: 

Bisulphate  of  quinine,  20  grains;  Citrate  of  Iron  and 
Quinine,  80 grains;  Extract  of  Gentian,  10  graius  ;  Extract 
of  Hyoscyamus,  12  grains.  Make  into  12  pills.  Give  (me 
every  hour  until  six  are  taken. 

MORE  STRANGE  THINGS. 

J.   RELLUM. 

There  are  families  of  Father  Abraham's  stock  who  are 
so  scrupulously  pius,  that  they  will  under  no  condition  kin- 
dle a  tire  on  Saturday  (their  Sabbath.)  Then  they  live  on 
cold  hash?  No.  They  have  no  objection  to  eating  the  smok- 
ing hot  victuals  cooked  by  haters  of  '* Christ-killers"  on  the 
principle  that  every  tub  stands  on  its  on  own  bottom,  and 
every  sinner  has  to  seek  his  or  her  own  atonement,  *'you 
bet.'* 
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But  how  will  invcMJite  5>moker8  dodge  the  question  of 
lighting  their  pipe  on  that  holy  day?  Very  easily.  They 
till  a  large  bladder  (no  matter  if  it  is  a  bladder  of  the  hog 
species)  brim  full  w^ith  sn)oke  on  Friday.  Insert  a  stem 
into  it  on  Saturday  and  smoke  to  their  hearts  content,  un- 
til there  is  not  a  whiff  of  impure  carbon  dioxide  left. 

They  are  the  persons  to  whom  we  have  alluded  in  a 
former  article,  who  will  not  eat,  without  having  first  prayed, 
and  never  pray  without  having  first  cleansed  the  body  from 
head  lo  foot,  including  the  intestines.  They  will  walk  the 
floor  for  hours  in  as  anxious  expectations,  as  yon  cackling 
geese  on  the  walls  of  Rome.  While  writing  I  could  not  help 
wondering  at  the  force,  I  might  say  the  slavery  of  habit — says 
stmieone  ;  ''How  do  you  do?"  Had  he  been  raised  in  France, 
he  would  have  asked  ;  "how  do  you  carry  yourself?  If  in 
Germany;  "how  do  y(m  find  yourself?"  If  in  Persia; 
•'may  your  shadow  never  be  less."  In  China;  "how  is  your 
stonuich?"  But  the  most  sublime  (in  a  medical  sense)  is 
reached  among  those  sticklers  for  mosaic  holiness,  who  in 
Gallacia  will  call  out  to  one  another,  in  solemn  reverence  ; 
"•^  have  your  bowels  moved?''  What  would  that  lady  have 
replied  whose  bowels  had  not  moved  for  over  tlwee  months? 
BECAUSK  SHE  COULD  NOT  EAT.  A  cavSC  of  fasting  with  a 
vengence. 

We  have  heard  and  read  of  many  remarkable  cases  of 
fasting,  but  the  subject  of  our  present  discussion  puts  the 
climax. 

Dr.  Tanner,  cut  off  the  supplies  to  his  gastronomic  cavity, 
because  he  believed  long  fasting  a  possibility,  but  Miss  F. 
of  St.  Louis  a  year  ago  fasted  because  fasting  with  her  was 
a  necessity.  Dr.  Tanner  used  pure  water  as  a  beverage  for 
forty  days,  this  makes  up  three  fourths  of  our  bodies,  hence 
Dr.  Tanner  was  only  deprived  of  one  fourth  of  the  nutri- 
ents necssary  ;  but  Miss.  F.  for  three  months  (or  ninety  five 
days  more  correctly  speaking,)  did  not  even  sWallow  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  water.     She  made   repeated  attempts  ;  though 
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the  water  never  went  beyond  the  middle  of  the  (Es<)[>h.iiru> 
and  up  it  came  with  redoubled  speed. 

It  was  a  case  of  stricture  or  rather  Occlusion  of  the  pas- 
sage into  the  stomach,  from  an  abscess  surrounding  the 
cardiac  orifice;  and  the  tirst  thing  the  lady  craved  after  the 
af)sce^s  fn-oke  and  discharged  of  its  own  accord,  was  t<nna- 
toes ;  since  then  the  lady  has  been  eating  right  a  long. 

Before  going  any  further,  I  think  1  can  see  an  increduhms 
smile  simper  in  the  face  of  every  one  who  reads  this.  You 
nniy  *'smole  '  but  it's  nevertheless  a  fact,  l)eyond  any  doubt, 
the  writer  of  these  lines  has  had  every  proof. 

Was  she  very  much  emaciated? 

Not  at  ail ;  we  have  seen  many  people  who  eat  three  harty 
meals  a  day  yet  did  not  succeed  a  whit  better  in  rounding 
off  their  tuberosities. 

Was  she  very  weak? 

Not  at  all  ;  after  a  three  months  fust  we  have  seen  her  car- 
ry an  armful  of  wood  into  the  kitchen,  to  cook  for  others. 

Then,  how  did  she  subsist? 

That  is  a  problem  you  have  to  solve  for  yourselves. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  that  inasmuch  as  we  have  vicarious  men- 
struation, which  is  the  discharge  or  refusal  of  food  manufac- 
tured  into  blood  when  not  needed  for  other  part-^of  the  ani- 
mal economy,  so  also  we  have  vicarious  feeding  of  the  body 
occasionally  when  the  organs  designed  for  that  purpose  fail 
to  accomplish  that  object. 

The  six  to  eight  millions  of  pores  of  our  I)ody  absorb  no 
little  quantity  of  food  under  proper  conditions  ;  but  for  all 
practical  purposes,  it  will  l)e  safest  to  depend  (ui  a  good  so- 
ber wholesome  active  stomach. 


THE  GERM  THEORY. 

B.  AUHKLOK. 


Does  a  belief  in  the  germ  theory  being  correct,  imply  that 
the    theory  of  bacteria,   baccillus,    microbes,   micrococcus, 
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miasma,  malaria  and  other  things  to  be  j^eeu  only  with  the 
inirrosrope  is  coireet  also?  We  think  not. 

It  is  something  as  utterly  impossjlile  lo  produce  a  case  of 
ssniall  pox,  measles  or  Asiatic  Cholera^  without  an  infection 
as  it  is  to  raise  a  head  of  cabbage  or  a  turnip  without  a  seed. 

Some  vegetable  seeds  like  the  thistle  float  in  the  air,  only 
a  \evy  few  float  in  a  calm  atmosphere.  Among  infections 
only  a  small  per  cent,  float  in  the  air,  all  those  that  float  in 
the  air  come  to  us  as  traveling  epidemics.  We  may  have 
among  us  syphilitics,  lepers,  cancercms  persons,  the  itch 
and  some  other  diseases ;  but  very  little  care  prevents  them 
from  spreading;  but  not  so  w^ith  any  of  thost*  that  the  in- 
fection floats  in  the  air.  After  this  class  comes  snniU  pox, 
measles  and  whooping  cough.  Persons  living  in  villages 
and  rural  districts  only  And  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  system 
of  non-intercourse  to  escape  measles,  whooping  cough, 
small  pox  and  mumps.  Our  large  cities  are  seldom  clear 
of  all  these  di-eases.  Out  side  of  the  room  or  but  a  very 
short  distance  away,  gives  perfect  immunity. 

Not  so  with  Asiatic  Cholera.  With  the  latter  disease  un- 
dertakers, nurses  and  hospital  attendants  enjoy  greater  im- 
munity than  any  others.  Some  observers  have  gone  so  far 
us  to  say  those  nurses  and  undertakers  who  fre(|uently  pre- 
pared the  dead  for  burial  never  contracted  the  disease. 

I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  this  observation  is  cor- 
rect. Many  other  diseases  have  a  mild  and  malignant  form. 
Asiatic  Cholera  is  now  absorbing  public  attention.  Those 
who  believe  in  bacteria,  microbes,  malaria  and  sewer  gas, 
have  got  the  entire  control  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  pub- 
lic health  and  I  propose  to  call  attention  of  the  readers  of 
the  journal  to  a  few  of  the  absurdities  going  the  rounds  of 
the  press,  (cleanliness  is  a  vii'tue  that  ranks  higher  than 
godliness,  but  it  gives  no  immunity  from  any  disease  that 
is  propagated  by  a  disea>ed  germ.  Those  who  live  in  tidily 
kept  rooms,  sleep  in  clean  beds,  have  clean  under  clothes, 
take  measles,  small  pox  or  cholera,  with  as  little  exposure 
as  the   poor   ragired  and  dirty  — both  in  villages  and  rural 
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districts  whers  tilthy  sewere  are  unknown  ;  where  some  fani- 
ilies*  are  tidy  and  cleanly,  and  others  are  not ;  there  is  no 
respect  whatever  paid  to  tidy  cleanly  habits  by  cholera, 
small  pox  or  measles. 

Another  absurdity  fs  the  fumigaticm  craze,  beyond  the 
fact  that  somebody  started  the  delusion,  there  is  not  a  par- 
tical  of  evidence  that  fumes  of  any  kind  has  any  effect 
whatever. 

Next  and  last,  the  bacteria  delusion.  Any  infection  that 
floats  in  the  air  has  to  first  under«:o  chemical  decomposition 
in  a  manner  exactly  analao^ous  to  the  chemical  decomposition 
of  a  volatile  oil,  in  either  case  as  soon  as  the  matter  becomes 
oxygenated  it  floats  in  the  air  and  not  before ;  there  is  just 
as  much  peculiar  shape  and  peculiar  l)acteriain  the  smell  of 
a  skunk,  as  there  is  in  cholera  infection  or  any  other.  The 
life  of  an  odor  is  very  short ;  that  of  an  infection  after  it 
rises  in  the  air  is  not  any  longer ;  perfumes  may  be  bottled 
up,  so  may  infections.  One  person  suffering  from  Asiatic 
Cholera  would  put  as  much  or  more  infection  in  the  air  than 
five  hundred  would,  suffering  from  small  pox.  Cholera  in- 
fection can  only  be  carried  long  distances  in  cool  wet  weather 
and  can  only  prevail  as  an  epidemic  in  calm  dry  weather, 
not  neccessarily  warm,  it  has  prevailed  in  Russia  when  the 
thermometer  was  below  zero.  Wet  windy  weather  stops 
cholera  with  as  much  certainty  as  a  fall  of  temperature  does 
yellow  Fever. 

SELEOTIOlSrS- 


LAWS  DETERMINING  SEX. 

ROBERT  FUNKHOU8ER,  A.  M.,  L.L.   B.,  M.   D. 

From  a  review  of  the  comparative  anatomy  of  animals, 
and  above  experiments  I  deduce; 

First,  In  animals  in  a  normal  condition  two  testicles  are 
always  present  as  a  rule. 

Second.  That  the  determination  of  sex  depends  upon  the 
zoosperms  of  the  testicles. 
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Third.  That  the  ovarie-i,  of  which  two  :uv  not  always 
productive  of,  as  in  birds  an<l  nioiiotrenieta,  are  secondary 
in  importance  and  entirely  passive  in  tlie  di^terniination  of 
sex,  but  they  exert  a  potent  influence  in  determining  the 
psychical  nature  of  the  future  beiuir. 

Thouuh  we  have  maie  great  progress  in  astjertaining  the 
laws  which  determine  sex  by  vivisecticm,  we  will  now  en- 
deavor to  apply  rhi!>  knowledge  acquired,  in  experimenting 
upon  animals  which  have  not  undergone  mutilation.  This 
mode  of  experimentation  (i,e.),  mutilation,  of  course  can- 
not be  adopted  in  respect  to  human  beinixs,  but  whatever 
benefit  will  accrue  from  experimentation  on  lower  animals 
the  former  should  be  the  first  to  receive  it. 

The  testicle  and  ovary  receive  nourishment  from  their 
repective  sides  of  the  body  and  the  elements  (the  zoosperms 
and  ova)  elaborated  therefrom,  represent  in  the  future  be- 
ing, in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the  characteristics  from 
their  respective  organisms,  as  all  of  the  <'ells  of  the  body 
participate  indirectly  in  the  formation  of  the  anato?nical  el- 
ements from  which  the  future  being  is  formed. 

Now  there  exists  a  great  attraction  between  the  products 
of  the  testicles  and  the  products  of  the  ovaries.  This  obtains 
in  the  greatest  degree  and  intensity  between  the  ova  and  the 
zoosperms  of  the  corresponding  side,  for  instance  between 
the  left  female  ovum  from  the  le/toviivy  and  the  left  female 
zoosperms,  e,  e.,  those  derived  from  the  left  testicles,;  and 
also  between  the  right  male  ovum  from  the  right  ovary  and 
the  right  male  zoosperms,  i.  e.,  those  derived  from  the  right 
testicle . 

Darwin  has  demonstrated  the  existen<e  of  this  same  law 
in  the  fertilization  of  plants.  When  different  varieties  of 
pollen  are  mixed  together  and  applied  to  the  stigma  of  the 
pistil,  it  displays  its  powers  of  selection  and  will  take  one 
particular  kind  only  from  the  several  varieties,  there  being 
always  one  for  which  it  has  the  greatest  affinity  ;  should  this 
not  be  present,  it  will  be  content  with  the  one  that  comes 
next  to  that  for  which  it  has  the  greatest  attraction. 
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This  affinity  I  l)elievt^  de^)en  U  upon  ele«?tr>-|>:iy-i  >logii'{il 
laws  which  as  yet  are  not  fully  underst(M>d. 

It  is  known  thatGalvani  and  Matteucci  dis<jovered  elertri- 
<al  currcMits  in  animnls,  and  DuBoisRiyniond,  of  Vienna  has 
deinonstnit^d  the  existence  of  these  currents  in  his  own 
[)ers()n  by  the  us<^  of  the  gjilvanon>eter. 

We  are  well  aware  that  the  elements  in  cheinistiy  are 
fcnnposed  of  atoms  that  are  divided  into  positive  and  negsi- 
tive,  according  to  their  electro-chemical  character,  the  dis- 
tin(*tion  heinfr  relative.  The  twottlassesof  |)hen(>n>cna,  «.  e.^ 
those  existinir  in  physiology  and  those  in  chemistry,  aiv 
similur. 

My  experiments  that  follow  deinonstnite  that  the  combi- 
nation and  union  of  physiological  elements  are  assisted  in 
a  great  nieasure  by  gravitation  in  de|)efiding  upoi>  the  pof^i- 
lion  of  the  female  after  coitus. 

I  accordingly  placed  a  slut  that  had  been  impregnated  on 
her  right  side  immediately  after  coitus,  holding  her  in  that 
position  for  nearly  an  hour  until  sufficient  time  had  elapsed 
for  the  zoosperms  to  reach  the  right  conni  of  the  uterus. 
The  pup  produced  was  a  male. 

This  and  similar  experiments,  I  re^>eated  quite  fref|uently 
from  which  I  deduced  the  law  formulated  farther  on,  in 
determiinng  the  sex,  and  always  with  satisfactory  results  : 
the  sex  being  in  every  instan<!e  that  which  was  desired  and 
anticipated. 

A  bitch  in  heat  was  impregnated  by  means  of  injecting 
into  the  uterus  seminal  fluid,  collected  from  a  dog.  She 
was  forced  to  remain  lying  on  the  fe(/'side  for  one  hour. 
In  due  time  she  gave  birth  to  a  female  pup. 

From  these  experiments  I  make  my — 

Fourth  deduction,  viz:  that  th^  position  of  the  body  (on 
one  side  or  the  other),  of  the  female  during  a  certain  length 
of  time  after  a  fruitful  <^oitus  determines  the  course  of  the 
zoosperms. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  zoosperms  do  not  take  the  length 
of  time  to  reach  the  ovary  we  have  been  taught  to  accept. 
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From  soino  t*X|K'rinient.'?.  on  bitches,  from  personal  observa- 
tions A'u\  the  ol)servations  of  others,  I  am  led  to  beheve 
that  a  inueh  ^boiler  time  is  c  nisumed  in  the  passage  of  the 
zoosperms  to  I  he  ovum.  I  have  found  zoosperms  in  the 
cornu  of  a  bittl*  m  Ies>  than  an  hour  after  eoitus.  From 
the  observations  of  Beck,  Litzmann  and  others,  whicli  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  corroborating,  there  was  dem- 
onstrated a  suction  force  of  the  uterus  ;  which,  as  a  rule, 
exists,  though  there  may  be,  and  very  likely  are  cases  where 
impiegnation  ocmrs  without  this  action  of  the  uterus.  In 
these  latter  cases,  a  longer  time  w<mld  be  taken  for  impreg- 
nation to  occur,  as  this  action  would  be  wanting  to  facilitate 
the  entrance  of  the  zoosperms  into  the  uterine  cavity.  The 
time  occupied  would  depend  materially  upon  the  part  of 
the  genital  tract  at  which  the  union  of  the  elements  was 
consumated  ;  cons<eption,  however,  usually  taking  place  at 
the  ovary. 

Where  the  orgasm  is  experiemed  simultaneously  by  both 
parents,  the  zoosperms  would  enter  the  uterus  more  readily 
and  their  passage  to  the  ovum  would  occupy  a  comparative- 
ly shorter  time  than  under  other  conditions  not  so  favora- 
ble. Such  a  congress  as  above,  I  would  designate  as  a  mu- 
tual one,  and  conception  would  be  more  apt  to  follow,  [)ro-- 
vided  the  ovum  has  been,  or  is  about  to  be,  liberated  from 
a  Graafian    follicle. 

The  activity  of  the  ovaries,  and  testicles  also  differs  at 
different  times,  and  differs  in  different  persons.  We  know 
that  the  female  is  not  impregnated  by  each  and  every  sexual 
congress.  This  may  be  due  to  the  non-maturation  of  a  Graa- 
fian follicle  ;  it  may  be  from  disease,  or  from  sobtruction, 
or  it  may  be  from  an  antagonistic  state  between  the  two 
elements ;  in  other  words  they  may  not  be  complemental  to 
each  other.  In  the  lower  animals,  the  testi(^les,  like  other 
organs,  are  very  probably  intermittent  in  action,  and  not 
always  co-ordinate  with  each  other,  i.  e.,  do  not  act  with 
equal  energy  nor  act  simultaneously.  I  believe  this  holds 
true  in  respect  to  human  beings.      To  verify  this    opinon  I 
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operated  upon  a  dog,  dividing  tlie  vjis;i  defereiitJH. 
During  the  tiexuiil  org.-ksni  and  ollierwise,  I  distinctly  ol>- 
jierved  that  the  discharge  from  the  ends  of  the  divided  duct.^ 
was  not  emitted  at  the  same  time,  nor  was  it  emitted  in  the 
same  quantity  at  different  times.  This  interniittency  of 
physiological  function  is  seen  in  the  action  of  the  liver  and 
other  glands  of  the  body.  This  physiological  action  of  the 
testes  would  play  a  most  important  role  in  tJie  reproductive 
phenomena  of  the  lower  animals,  particularly  in  those  that 
have  no  vesi<tul8B  seminales. 

In  animali^in  which  the  power  of  generation  is  less  com- 
plex, as  in  osseous  tishes,  the  ova  are  impregnated  external- 
ly to  the  body  of  the  female  by  the  semen  of  the  male,  which 
is  etnitted  l<»osely  intc^the  water,  and  those  germ  and  sperm 
cells  unite  which  have  the  greatest  attraction,  or  affinity  for 
each  other.  ' 

Birds  that  pass  an  aerial  life  {x>ssess  two  sensitive  papillae 
in  all  probability  not  sinmltaneously,  assisting  only,  which 
are  merely  capable  of  juxtaposition.  During  copulation 
the  fluid  escapes  separately  from  each  papilla,  thereby  the 
principle  of  suxual  selcH-tion. 

In  all  classes  of  animals  this  principle  of  affinity  is  carried 
out  in  reproduction,  but  n>oditied  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  each  class. 

The  zoosperms,  having  entered  the  uterine  cavity  in  their 
further  passages,  ai"e  aided  by  the  action  of  the  cilia  of  the 
epithelium  and  the  natural  gravitation  of  the  spermatic  fluid 
to  the  most  dependent  part  ;  and  as  the  zoosperms  continue 
their  journey,  (those  of  the  corresponding  side  in  all  like- 
lihood taking  precedence)  and  ultimately  reach  their  des- 
tination, the  principle  of  elective  affinity,  or  attraction,  con- 
trolled by  electro  physiological  law  is  finally  asserted  ;  this 
attraction,  however,  being  greatest  between  the  products  of 
one  testicle  and  the  product  of  the  corresponding  ovary. 

Therefore,  if  one  ovum  only  is  liberated  from  the  right 
ovary  and  the  zoosperms  from  both  right  and  left  testicles 
reach  the  right  ovary  about  the  time  the  ovum  is  discharged. 

Digitized  by  VjC  ^^^^_ 


r 


ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL    JOURNAL.  357 

the  zoosp^nns  from  the  right  testicle  would  impregnate  the 
<ivum  ii)  preference  to  the  2oosperiiis  of  the  left  testicle,  as 
there  exists  a  gieater  affinity  between  the  products  of  the 
corresponding  sides.  By  other  experiments  the  converse 
was  con1irme<l. 

The  position  of  the  female  body  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance in  the  practical  application  of  ihe  laws  governing  sex. 

We  will  now  consider  the  results  of  the  foregoing  exper- 
iments in  their  application  to  the  human  family.  Unless 
these  should  prove  to  be  entirely  erroneous,  they  unmistak- 
ablj'  indicate : 

First.    That  the  sex  can  be  determined,  and 

Second^  that  they  indicate  the  manner  of  its  accomplish- 
ment. 

In  those  instances  in  which  a  male  is  conceived,  the  con-, 
tjeption  is  the  result  of  the  union  of  the  product  of  the  male 
(i.  e.),  the  right  testicle,  with  the  ovum  either  of  the  right 
or  left  ovaiy ;  or  to  express  it  more  scientifically  the  union 
of  the  right  male  zoosperm  with  either  the  left  female  germ 
cell  or  right  male  germ  cell. 

Difference,  however,  would  exist  in  the  natures  of  the 
two  males  produced.  In  i-ase  of  the  latter,  the  result  of  the 
union  of  the  right  male  zoosperms  with  the  right  male  germ 
cell,  w(mld  represent  a  typical^  natural,  perfect  male  being. 
The  other,  the  result  of  the  union  of  the  right  male  zoo- 
sperms  with  the  leftfemalt  germ  cell,  would  represent  an 
iniperfect  male  being,  and  deticient  in  so  far  as  it  would 
partake  more  of  the  femine  influence  or  impress  of  a  female 
over  the  male  element. 

Again  where  vl  female  child  is  conceived,  it  is  the  result 
of  the  union  of  the  left  female  zoosperms  (i.  e.),  from  the 
left  testicle  with  either  the  right  male  germ  or  the  left/e- 
male  germ  cell. 

In  the  former  case  the  resultant  of  the  union  of  the  left 
female  zoosperms  with  the  left  female  germ  cell,  would  re- 
present a  typical  representative  of  a  natural,  perfect  female 
being.     In  the  latter,  the  result  of  the  union  of  the  left  fe- 
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male  zoosperrihs  with  thii  right  male  genu  cell,  would  reiire- 
sent  an  imperfect  being,  and  deficient  in  so  far  as  it  would 
partake  more  of  the  male  impress  or  imprint  than  is  intend- 
ed in  the  female  organism  (for  the  average  typical  female). 

1  believe  in  the  vast  possibilitie>  of  the  education  of  a 
child  in  utero.  Both  mother  and  father  ran  and  do  impress 
the  child  before  its  bii-th,  and  influence  tiie  bent  of  the  child's 
mental,  physical  and  moral  characteristies.  1  do  not  wish 
t(»  be  understood  as  saying  that  the  typical  and  non-typical 
children  so  designated  in  this  pa[)er,  are  not  influenced  more 
or  less  by  each  individual  parent.  Much  will  depend  upon 
the  force  and  vitality  of  each  parent.  It  is  noticed  that 
children,  all  things  being  equal,  best  adapted  for  the  struggle 
for  existence  are,  produced  by  a  father  of  an  active  positive 
nature,  and  a  mother  of  a  passive  nature;  while  children 
born  of  parents  of  the  like  natures  do  not  have  the  same 
inherent  advantages  in  the  battle  of  life.  Too  much  atten- 
tion cannot,  therefore,  be  paid  to  the  education  of  the  child 
both  before  and  after  its  birth. 

The  union  of  the  two  elements  of  the  corresponding  sides 
is  facilitated  by  the  position  of  the  female  ivunediately  after 
coitus. 

There  exists  a  greater  attraction,  the  electro-physicdogi- 
cal  law  refered  to,  acting  more  strongly  between  the  pro- 
ducts of  one  ovary  with  the  products  of  the  testicle  of  the 
corresponding  side . 

In  this  is  illustrated  the  doctrine  of  elective  affinity  or 
attraction,  and  is  one  of  the  many  instances  of  natural  se- 
lection found  in  the  evolution  of  life. 

So  that,  givfen  two  persons,  male  and  female,  with  healthy 
organs  of  generation  and  the  child  desired  a6oy,  the  female 
should  lie  on  her  right  side  for  fully  an  hour  after  a  mutual 
(as  defined  above)  sexual  congress,  for  if  conception  does 
not  take  place  within  that  time,  the  zoosperms,  however, 
will  have  arrived  at  that  part  of  the  genital  tract  (fallopian 
tubes)  along  which  they  will  subsequently  pass  to  the  des- 
tined ovary,  when  conception  will  occur. 
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If  H  girl  is  de.sired,  the  mother  should  lie  on  her  left  side 
iitiiiiediately  after  coitus  for  tiie  same  length  of  time. 

When  nature  is  not  directed  in  the  manner  indicated  for 
the  deternunation  of  specitied  sex,  or  interfered  with,  the 
child  horn  will  frequently  be  the  result  of  the  union  of  the 
products  of  the  testicle  of  one  side  with  the  product  of  the 
ovary  of  the  opposite. 

Ill  the  ca>e  in  which  the  male  has  but  one  testicle,  the 
<hildren  resulting  fnnn  sexual  conjjfress  will  be  of  the  same 
sex,  hut  will  differ  in  their  natures,  provided,  however,  the 
childrt'o  are  the  products  of  fertilized  ova  from  each  ovary 
of  the  mother. 

One  will  represent  a  typical  child,  another  will  represent 
ail  imperfect  being  and  deficient  in  so  far  as  it  partakes  more 
or  less  of  the  nature  represented  by  atypical  male  or  female 
child.     If  two  beings,   male  or  female,   who  are  formed  by 
the  union  of  the  sperm  and  germ  elements  of  opposite  sides, 
should  marry,   their  offspring,  if  conceived  after  the  same 
manner,  will  show  these   marked   characteristics  in  a  much 
*rreater  degree.     Examples  of  these  are  seen  every  day  in 
muMuline  women  and  feminine  men.    It  is  seen   manifested 
in  some  trait,  qualities,  deportment,  appearance,  manner,  etc. 
It  is  possible,  however  (as  in  the  case  cited  above  in  which 
I  refer  to  the   one   from   the  Russian    religious  sect  as  be- 
ing possible,  and  the  case  of  the  dog  with  one  testicle,  the 
father  of  a  male  and   female  dog),  for  a  man,  from   whom 
one  testicle   has  been    removed,  to  beget  a  child  by  the  dis- 
charge of  z(»osperms  from  the  vas  deferens  or  vesicula  sem- 
inalis  of  the  side  corresponding  to  the  testicle  extracted. 

The  questi(ni  may  arise  what  becomes  of  the  superabun- 
dance of  zoosperms  {male  and  female)  from  which  some 
unite  with  the  ovum  to  determine  the  sex  of  the  future  be- 
ing. So  far  as  investigation  has  gone,  it  is  generally  con- 
ceded that  there  is  always  a  su[)erfluity  of  the  zoosperms  by 
means  of  which  the  ovum  is  impregnated  and  those  that  are 
unessential,  are  absorbed  or  disappear,  in  what  manner  is 
not,  as  yet,   known.  I  believe,   however,  that  the  sex  is  de- 
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termined  by  the  zoo^penns  pa^^ing  into  the  ovum  through 
mecropyles  or  stoniata  which  unite  with  the  germinal  spot, 
and  those  have  the  preference  which  possess  the  greater  af- 
finity for  the  product  of  the  corresponding  ovary.  In  all 
probability  one  zoosperm  is  sufficient.  Molecular  union  en- 
sues from  which  the  future  being  is  evolved. 

For  a  number  of  years  I  have  made  nmny  oi)servati(ms  in 
different  families  seeking  after  facts  pertinent  to  this  subject, 
not  only  in  regard  to  the  children  already  born  but  in  giving 
advice  in  the  production  of  children  expected  or  hoped  for. 

I  have  collected  many  notes  and  received  letters  from  pa- 
tients and  individuals  who  have  an  interest  in  the  matter. 
In  not  a  single  case,  where  the  directions  given  were  carried 
out,  have  I  met  with  any  instance  that  would  controvert  the 
doctrines  promulgated.  In  making  inquiries  and  observa- 
tions relative  to  this  subject,  I  have  been  struct  with  the 
prevalence  of  custom  and  habit  practiced  by  the  husband 
and  wife  in  respect  to  the  side  of  the  bed  occupied  by  each. 
In  some  cases  for  years  they  would  rarely  change. 

Take  for  instance  the  case  in  which  the  wife  is  in  the  hab- 
it of  sleeping  on  the  right  side  of  the  bed  and  the  husband 
on  the  left  side  of  the  bed,  during  coitus,  the  parties  will 
face  each  other.  In  cases  like  the  above,  in  nine  out  of  ten 
the  wife  after  sexual  congress,  will  turn  over  on  her  right 
side,  remaining  so  for  a  time.  In  those  cases  in  which  im- 
pregnation follows  coitus,  a  boy  will  be  the  result. 

The  above  is  oire  among  the  many  instances  observed  in 
my  investigations  in  the  matter,  and  indicates  very  forcibly, 
how  this  unconscious  determination  of  sex  on  the  part  of 
parents  is.  accomplished. 

The  law?  are  simple  ;  indeed  their  simplicity  may  well 
excite  our  astonishment  that  they  have  not  been  recognized 
before,  since  the  phenomena  have  existed  for  ages  and  will 
continue  to  exist  down  to  the  last  pulsation  of  recorded  life. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  state  that  this  paper  is  but  a 
syllabus  of  a  more  extended  publication,  in  the  preparation 
of  which  I  am  now  engaged ;  and  also  to  acknowledge  my 
indebtedness  to  the  works  of  Darwin,  Haeckel,  Owen,  Brad- 
ley, MacAIIister  and  others. 
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Opening  Abscesses  Without  Pain. —  Dr.  A.  M.  Poltcni 
says  ill  the  South.  Pract,  Bv  the  foll«)\vinir  method,  ab- 
scesses, felons,  boils,  etc,  can  be  opni  'd  with  little  or  no 
pain.  Sharpen  to  a  |)oiiit  a  stick  about  six  inches  in  length. 
Dip  the  point  into  liquefied  carbolic  acid,  and  apply  to  the 
points  chosen  for  the  opening.  After  a  moment's  delay, 
cut  the  skin  with  a  knife  ;  then  take  a  little  of  the  acid  on 
the  point  of  the  stick  and  apply  to  the  incision  with  a  sren- 
tle  rotary  motion.  By  frequent  application  of  the  acid,  and 
a  gentle  rotary  motion  of  the  stick  persistly  applied,  an 
opening  can  be  made  to  the  required  depth.  The  carbolic 
acid  produces  first  anaesthesia,  then  death,  to  the  parts  to 
which  it  is  a|)plied  in  the  foregoing  manner.  Weekly  Med, 
Review. 


Incompatibility  of  Sulphate  of  Quinine  and  Iodide 
OF  Potassium. — In  a  communication  to  the  Biological  So- 
ciety, M.  Rabuteau  calls  attention  to  the  ill  effects  of  iodide 
of  potassium  and  sulphate  of  quinine,  when  administered 
together  or  at  short  intervals.  These  effects  are,  on  the 
part  of  the  digestive  organs,  anorexia,  nausea,  epigastric 
pain,  colic,  and  sometimes  vomiting;  on  the  part  of  the  gen- 
eral system,  malaise,  slowing  and  feebleness  of  the  puLse, 
pallor,  and  sense  of  fatigue.  These  results  are  due  to  the 
decomposition  of  the  iodide  and  the  liberation  of  free  iodine. 
This  decomposition  takes  place,  not  alone  in  the  stomach, 
but  o^oes  on  in  the  intestines  also.  The  same  result  occurs 
from  the  use  of  an  iodide  sophisticated  with  and  iodate  of 
potassium.  Iodine  is  set  free,  and  to  the  action  of  this  is 
to  be  refered  the  local  and  systemic  effects  above  mention- 
ed.    Med,  News;  Amer.  Jour,  Pharm, 


E.  E.  Perkins,  M.  D.,  Battle  Grounds  Ind.,  writes ;  The 
glycerole  of  tar  and  rhus  tox,  will  cure  any  case  of  salt  rheum . 
The  glycerole  of  tar  is  prepared  as  follows  :  Heat  one  pound 
of  tar  and  of  glycerine  in  separate  vessels.     While  heating, 
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rub  up  an  ouncu  of  starch  in  a  iiKirtar  with  a  portion  of  the 
glycorine,  and  stir  it  in  until  thoroughly  mixed.  When  hot, 
j)our  the  two  tojrether,  hoil  for  a  moment,  then  stir  until 
cold.  This,  as  a  local  application  t<»  the  parts  effected,  will 
cure  salt  rheum  or  any  other  skin  disease  that  itches.  In 
conjunction  with  the  above,  use  as  a  constitutional  treat- 
ment or  blood  purifier :  R.  Tr.  Rhus  Tox.,  15  drops;  Aqm\? 
Dist.,  4  ounces  ;  M.  Sig. :  teaspoonful  every  two  hours.  I 
have  not  as  yet  met  a  case  of  salt  rheum,  this  treatment  will 
not  cure.     Med.   Binef. 

ExTIRrATION  OF  GoiTRK    BY  MraNS  OF  THK  ELASTIC  Ll(4- 

ATURE. — Dr.   G.  Usiglio   reports  the  case  of  a  patient,  a?t 
fifty-six,  who  had  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  body,  due  to 
hyi)erplasia  of  the  left  lobe,  in  which  the  enlargement   was 
removed  by  means  of  the  elastic  ligature.     The   part  came 
away  in  five  days,  and  the  patient   recovered  easily. 

Two  months  previously,  March,  1883,  Dr.  G.  B.  Mastu 
had  successfully  employed  the  same  means  for  the  removal 
of  a  pedunculated  tumor.  De  Vecchi  and  Castelleone  have- 
also  reported  cases. 

An  incision  is  made  in  the  skin,  in  which  the  ligature  is 
placed,  the  wound  being  disinfected  and  the  ligature  tigh- 
ened  daily.      Gazz.  (legli  Ospitali — Med,  Xews. 

Why  18  Qhromic  Acid  Such  a  Valuable  Caustic? — Dr. 
Squibbs  answers  :  ''Because  it  is  self-limited  in  its  action 
in  a  degree  that  no  other  destructive  caustic  is.  It  is  an 
active  oxidizing  agent,  and  destroys  the  tissues  to  which  it 
is  applied  by  oxidation.  In  this  respect  it  is  like  other  caus> 
tics,  as  nitric  acid.  But  every  molecule  of  chromic  acid 
which  destroys  a  molecule  of  organic  tissue  is  itself  destroy- 
ed and  rendered  inert  by  being  reduced  to  an  insoluble  ox- 
ide of  chromium  ;  and  this  principle  and  degree  of  self-lim- 
itation is  not  obtained  from  any  other  caustic.  Detroit 
Lancet. 
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A  NEW  SPONGE.* 

BY  SAMPSON  GAMUEE,  F.  R.  8.  E. 

To  Sir  Spencer  Wells  I  am  indebted  for  the  suggestion 
which  led  me  to  experiment  with  a  variety  of  materials,  with 
a  view  to  preparing  a  sponge  combining  absorbing  power 
and  elasticity,  and  cheap  enough  to  be  burnt  after  use,  so 
as  to  render  sponge  infection  impossible. 

My  first  idea  was  to  make  a  combination  of  pitch  pine  shav- 
ings and  absorbent  cotton,  within  absorbent  gauze.  The 
resulting  ball  answered  the  purpose  fairly  well,  but  it  was 
not  soft  enough.  It  would  be  tedious  and  profitless  to  re- 
count the  experiments  made  with  almost  every  variety  of 
vegetable  and  animal  fibre,  in  combination  with  absorbent 
gauze  and  cotton.  Willow  shavings  and  Manilla  fibre  had 
brought  us  to  what  appeared  very  near  perfection,  when  I 
accidentally  found  that  a  ball  of  curled  cocoa-nut  fibre,  en- 
closed in  absorbent  gauze,  sinks  in  water.  That  establish- 
ed, we  made  other  balls  with  absorbent  cotton  in  the  centre 
of  the  cocoa-nut,  absorbent  cotton  around  it,  and  then  the 
gauze  enveloped  ;  the  idea  being  to  take  up  the  fluid  rapidly 
and  transmit  it,  through  the  springy  cocoa-nut  fibre,  to  the 
absorbent  cotton  centre.  By  experiment  I  found  that  a  ball 
so  made  takes  up  most  readily  from  sixteen  to  eighteen 
times  its  own  weight  of  blood  or  water,  which  when  squeez- 
ed out,  still  leaves  the  ball  elastic  and  absorbent,  readily 
filling,  and  swelling  out  again,  when  dipped  in  liquid  and 
squeezed,  a  number  of  times  in  succession. 

The  results  so  far  obtained  were  approved  by  Sir  Spencer 
Wells,  Sir  William  Mac  Cormac,  Dr.  Richardson,  F.  R.  S., 
Dr.  Thomas  Keith,  Dr.  James  Sawyer,  Dr.  Robert  Sannby, 
Mr.  Joseph  Rell,  Mr.  Christopher  Heath,  Mr.  Pearce  Gould, 

^Exhibited  at  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  April  2l8t. 
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Ml*.  Ediniuid  Owen,  and  Mr.  Walter  Wliiteheud,  whom  I 
only  mention  to  acknowled^ie  the  very  valuable  assistanre  and 
friendly  enrouniirenient  they  have  l>een  irood  enouorh  ti> 
render  me. 

Once  I  had  secured  a  good  combination  of  tibres,  it  i»e- 
oame  a  question  how  to  render  them  perfectly  and  perma- 
nently antiseptic.  This  fresh  start  led  on  to  another  series 
of  trials,  of  which  it  is  only  useful  for  present  purposes  to 
recount  the  end.  Every  endeavt)r  having  failed,  it  suddenly 
struct  me  that  within  the  ab>orbent  cotton  nucleus  of  the 
sponge  might  be  enclosed  a  very  thin  ball  or  capsule,  con- 
taining the  antisepticyof  any  kind,  and  within  certain  limits 
in  any  (quantity  desired ;  the  antiseptic  to  be  set  free  by- 
cracking  the  capsule  with  a  S(]ueeze,  just  before  using  the 
s^ponge.  The  idea  proves  perfectly  practicable,  and  Messrs. 
Burrough.>,  Wellcome,  &  C<».,  the  manufacturing  chemists, 
have  undertaken  to  carry  it  out.  Some  little  time  must 
elapse  before  all  the  details  can  be  perfected  ;  but  sufficient 
evidence  has  so  far  been  obtained  to  warrant  the  belief  that 
the  principle  of  my  sponge  may  be  adapted  to  the  fulfillment 
of  many  requirements,  as  an  absorbent  and  antiseptic  sponge, 
pad,  or  dressing,  in  civil  or  military  surgery,  in  medical  and 
in  obstetrical  practice. 
Birmingham. 


JENNISON'S  EXPLORING  AND  INDICATING 
SOUND. 


We  have  pleasure  in  calling  attention  of  Physicians  to 
this  Instrument,  containing  valuable  and  remarkable  quali> 
ties  never  before  embodied  in  any  for  similar  uses.  In  ex- 
plorations of  the  uterine  canal,  and  in  the  diagnosis  of  mal- 
formations, growths,  displacements,  and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
as  a  repositor,  then^  seems  abundant  reason  foi*  the  belief 
that  it  is  possessed  of  peculiar  and  positive  value. 

In  its  construction  a  number  of  light  steel  springs  about 
tifteen   inches  in  length   are   arranged   upon   and  paralel  to 
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each  other,  united  at  tiieir  eiiUo,  auii  placed  within  a  sinail 
uietal  tube,  wiiich  surrounds  inem,  witn  the  exception  of 
about  three  iuchet^  at  eacn  end.  Oiiki  end  of  this  tube  is 
covered  with  nard  ruboer  of  size  and  form  to  constitute  a 
convient  handle,  being,  Wiiiou  ailovv^H  tue  ai^irunieut  to  ro- 
tate easily  witnin  it,  aftording  cduipleie  rreedoni  of  move- 
ment wniie  Oeing  iniroUuced;  or  it  maj  be  neld  above  or 
below  the  handle  ir  freedom  id  undesirahie.  ine  ends  are 
4.'ach  of  about  Uie  diameter  oi  Simpson  s  i^ounU. 

The  whole  of  the  insirumotit,  except  tlie  handle,  being 
covered  with  a  delicate  flexible  ruboer  i!»neatn,  is  protected 
from  the  intrusion  of  huids,  and  in  all  respects  complete 
and    convenient. 

Its  construction  being  understood,  it  will  be  evident  that 
any  single  or  single  curve  made  in  either 
of  the  flexible  ends  will  be  reproduced  in  an 
inverted  from  at  the  other;  that  an  b,  or 
double  curve,  in  one  end,  will  cause  the  oth- 
er end  to  become  &tniiglit ;  and  that  the  in^ 
su'unient,  while  able  to  conform  its  distal 
extremitj^  lo  the  uterine  canal,  whether  nor- 
mal or  almormal,  will  reveal  its  real  form 
at  the  proximal  extremitv. 

Fig.  1  is  a  representation,  the  dotted  lines 


k 


showing  Bomeof  the  almost  unlimited  num- 
ber of  positions  of  the  ends  attainable  by 
manipulation,  in  the  diagnosis  of  displace- 
ments by  the  use  of  flexible  silver  instru- 
ments, then-  form,  when  withdrawn  from 
the  OS,  indicates  little  or  nothing,  because 
of  straightening;  not  so,  however,  with  this 
instrument,  which,  at  each  movement  of  in- 
troduction or  withdrawal,  indicates  at  the 
exposed  end  the  form  of  the  covered  one. 

In  the  use  of  any  metal  or  partly  flexible 
Sound  in  a  canal   whose  axis  does  not  cor- 
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respond  exactly  to  its  own,  the  Sound  overcomes  resistance 
to  its  advancement  by  compelling  the  canal  to  assume  its 
own  shape;  with  the  new  instrument,  on  the  contrary,  an 
undulatory  movement,  or  a  slight  increase  of  the  curve  al- 
ready indicated,  is  obtained  by  gently  manipulating  its  prox- 
imal end,  so  that  it  may  be  made  to  pass  where  other  instru- 
ments would  be  excluded. 

SUGGESTIONS    RELATIVE  TO  USING. 

{See  Fig,  1 ,) 
Hold  the  instrument  firmly  by  the  handle  D  in  the  right 
oi  left  hand,  as  may  be  most  convient,  the  thumb  E  being 
uppermost,  the  fingers  F  F  underneath  ;  introduce  the  end 
A,  and,  with  the  index-linger  and  thumb  of  the  other  hand 
in  the  position  G  H,  it  will  be  easy  to  manipulate  the  end 
B  so  as  to  obtain  any  required  curve,  combined  with  what- 
ever of  undulatory  or  worm-like  move- 
ment may  be  useful  while  gently  press- 


fee 


5  o 
<  o 


ng  the  instrument  forward. 

Fig.  2  shows  the  manner  of  finding 
a  flexion  of  the  uterus  ;  and  the  dott- 
ed lines,  the  method  of  replaement 
by  reversing  the  curve  of  the  end  B 
with  the  thumb,  causing  both  ends  to 
assume  the  new  position  represented 
by  the  dotted  lines,  thus  carrying  the 
uterus  to  its  normal  position.  What- 
ever the  flexion  or  version,  hold  the 
instrument  firmly  by  the  handle,  and 
with  the  other  hand  manipulate  the 
end  B  in  such  a  manner  as  will  evi- 
dently be  required  from  its  position. 

Fig.  3  illustrates  its  use  in  diagno- 
sis of  growths  within  the  uterus,  by 
manipulating  the  proximal  end,  as  at  G 
H,  and  the  readiness  with  which  it  may 
be  directed  into  and  out  of ''pocket," 
as  at  1,  for  the  diagnosis  of  growths 
within  the  uterus. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST.    LOUIS    M£DICAL   JOURNAI 


3(>7 


Before  introduciii«r  the  Sound  for  this  purpose,  pass  the 
forefinger  of  the  left  hand  into  the  vagina  in  contact  with 
the  cervix,  as  at  K  :  if  there  isantiflexion  of  the  uterus,  pusli 

It  away  from  the  pubes,  and, 
'with  the  right  hand  in  the  po- 
jsition  M  M,  feel  its  surfaH* 
for  external  growths  ;  if  non^ 
are  apparent,  take  the  explor- 
er by  the  handle,  and  introdu- 
ce it  with  the  fingers  of  the 
left  hand  in  such  a  position 
at  the  proximal  end  that  at 
j^ny  disposition  to  curve  will 
j)Oth  be  readily  perceived,  and 
may  be  favored,  in  turn,  by 
^orresjjondijg  manipulation, 
as  at  G  H.  Continue  to  insert 
the  instrument  until  it  reached 
the  ix)int  indicated  by  the  nu- 
meral 1,  when  its  distal  end 
will  form  a  double  curve  re- 
sembling the  letter  S,  while 
its  proximal  end  will  be  straight 
{8ee  dotted  Hties  B).  The 
curve  of  the  canal  having  been 
explored  to  this  extent,  proceed  further  by  slightly  with- 
drawing the  Sound,  when,  if  the  canal  is  somewhat  similar 
to  the  representation,  it  may  be  readily  penetrated  along  the 
passage  2,  the  proximal  end  of  the  instrument  assuming  cor- 
responding curves,  until,  having  reached  the  end  of  the  ca- 
nal, it  will  again  be  straight,  showing  the  existence  of  an- 
other S  curve  of  the  canal  (NN). 

Thus  having  ascertained  that  the  outer  wall  of  the  uterus 
is  of  normal  form,  and  that  its  canal  is  formed  as  indicated 
by  the  exploration,  it  seems  evident  that  its  distortion  is 
caused  by  a  growth,  as  at  O, 
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"For  the  Truth,  then,  let  uh  battle:  And  iti*  iiiiKht  Hhall  >et  ii«  fret-.'^ 


M  A  X  1  M  S  . 

Medicine  should  luit  I>l»  pivscribed  unles-<  a  flea  •  necessi- 
ty is  recognized  for  its  employment.  Hibbard. 

To  become  wise  and  learned  is  to  bealili*  to  si^e  more  that 
is  before  U8,  unattained,  than  we  have  yet  acquiri'd. 

Dr.  J,  11.  HanaforiL 

As  the  balloon  ri^cs  hijrher  and  higher  as  one  after  another 
of  the  sand-bags  are  thrown  out,  so  the  spiritual  in  our  be- 
ing ascends  to  its  legitimate  position  as  we  rid  ourselves  of 
the  weights  of  sensual  indulgence,  or  cease  to  be  governed 
by  our  Iowim-  appetites.  Dr.  J.  H.  Hanaford. 

After  all  the  bo  i^tings  of  civilization,  the  triumphs  over 
material  nalu -e  a.e  by  means  of  nature  itself:  and  we  are 
co-workers  with  it  and  it  with  us.        Dr.  A.  A.  Lipscomb. 

Through  the  calm  of  tranquility,  bus^tle  of  midday  strife, 
in  seasons  of  golden  suns  and  bursting  buds,  or  shadowy 
vales  and  fading  flowers,  the  innigi nation  is  the  diplomatic 
representative  of  the  empire  of  the  neiTes,  in  the  court  of 
intellect.  Dr.  F.  A,  Evans. 

Man's  latest  throughts  leave  him  in  an  attitude  relative  to 
himself  and  surroundings  ;  exactly  as  cause  and  effect ;  tem- 
|)ermental  b.jatit^des  and  bearings  considered,  and  educa- 
tional moditi  nations  allowed.  Ed. 


THEORY  OF  DISEASE. 


A  vety  clever  writer  once  remarked  that  the  face  of  fu- 
turity wat  hiJden  by  the  vail  of  mercy.  Anuisid  us — so 
near  as  to  be  uncomfortable — lies  the  horiz<mof  our  narrow 
linitud'i.  bL?yo:id  which  the  greater  otir  efforts  to  peer,  the 
dimmer  grows  the  aspect.  From  the  horoscope  of  exist- 
ence to  the   evening   hours  of   life,   path  of  accurate  infor- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL   JOURNAL.  369 


mation  trends  rather  through  valleys  of  oliscurity  than  on 
high  phiins  of  brilliancy.  The  solution  of  the  great  prob- 
lem of  human  life  requires  the  blending  of  time  with  eter- 
nity. Though  Iris  often  holds  her  sunny  bow  athwart  our 
path  of  investigation  ;  we  too  often  find  on  close  approach 
naught  but  a  mirage  of  disappointment. 

When  Herr  Koch  and  M.  Pasteur  proclaimed  to  the  world 
the  fruits  of  their  assiduous  researches,  a  great  many  were 
charmed  with  the  belief  that  a  hitherto  impenetrable  barriers 
had  been  at  last  succesfully  surmounted.  The  current  that 
bore  the  news,  however,  had  not  ceased  to  vibrate,  ere  gos- 
samers of  doubt  began  to  float  before  our  placid  eyes.  The 
philomel  had  sung  her  sweet  lay,  and  on  out  stretched  pin- 
ions had  flown  away,  leaving  us  but  the  memory  of  her 
cadence. 

It  had  been  enthusiastically  proclaimed,  that  living  germs 
were  the  cause  of  all  our  woes,  immense,  prepense,  intense. 
That  living  micrococci  existed,  not  in  diseased  action  alone, 
but  as  an  abnormal  condition.  That  whole  schools  of  di- 
minutive animalculse  floated  on  the  wings  of  the  atmosphere, 
the  inhalation  of  which  was  attended  with  diseased  action. 
It  was  argued  too  that  they  gravitated  to  sewers,  hospitals, 
and  other  places  of  like  character ;  and  that  they  had  a  pen- 
chard  for  filthy  accumulations,  it  was  farther  argued  that 
they  rendervoused  in  our  drinking  water,  and  that  one  was 
not  safe  in  drinking  anything  save  turpentine,  corrosive 
sublimate,  or  jersey  lightning  ;  and  that  we  should  be  care- 
ful not  to  irritate  them,  lest  in  their  anger  they  should  pitch 
their  shafts  into  us,  or  spit  their  deadly  venom  into  the 
churn,  thereby  creating  consternation  in  our  household  of 
little  ones. 

That  microbes  exist,  there  is  not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt. 
But  I  cannot  believe  they  exist  only  as  a  result  of  diseased 
condition.  It  is  supposed  by  many  that  the  effusive  stench 
given  off  by  putrefying  matter,  and,  in  certain  conditions 
of  the  atmosphere  J  one  can  smell  for  quite  a  distance,  is  borne 
on  the  winds  by  microbes — or,  in  fact,  the  stench  and  mi- 
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(•robes  are  one  and  the  same  thing.  It  is  fiii-ther  supposed 
that  decomposing  vegetable  matter  excluded  from  air,  as 
e.  g.  wood,  weeds,  etc.,  lying  under  the  surface  of  water, 
would  on  subsidence  of  the  water  give  off  a  species  of  mi- 
crococci called  bacteria  which  would  produce  a  specific  dis- 
ease —  diphtheria. 

Now,  is  there  a  microbe  of  sickness  and  one  of  health  — 
a  microbe  of  pain  and  one  of  pleasure? 

Is  there  one  kind  that  carries  to  us  the  stench  of  putrefy- 
ing matter,  poiscming  us  with  its  exhalations,  while  another 
kind  charms  us  to  health  by  wafting  to  us  the  sweet  odors 
of  fragrant  flowers  and  luscious  fruits? 

This  hypothesis  is  not  altogether  tenable,  for  atmospheric 
oxygen  holds  in  solution  the  odors  given  off  by  all  matter, 
having  aflSnity  for  every  other  element,  except  flouerine, 
thereby  fonning  the  oxides.  Although  oxygen  in  the  air  we 
breathe  is  in  far  smaller  bulk  than  nitrogen,  its  relative  pro- 
portion being  22  to  78,  yet  it  is  the  most  active  element. 

Now,  oxygen  plays  by  far  the  most  important  part  in  those 
chemical  changes  constantly  at  work  within  the  animal  econ- 
omy, life  itself  being  but  a  constant  waste  by  oxidation,  and 
reparation  by  food.  In  the  blood  exists  albumen  andfibrine, 
themselves  resolved  into  component  elements  :  carbon,  hy- 
drogen, nitrogen,  oxygen,  sulphur  and  phosphorus  and  a 
bucketful  of  water. 

The  fibrine  as  we  find  it  in  the  blood,  the  function  of  which 
is  to  nourish  the  organs  of  our  bodies  by  repairing  their 
waste,  contains  1.5  per  cent,  more  oxygen  than  albumen. 
The  albumen  is  constantly  being  converted  into  fibrine  by 
the  action  of  oxygen,  fibrine  itself  being  but  an  oxide  of 
albumen. 

Without  pure  atmospheric  oxygen  man  ceases  to  enjoy 
that  bouyancy  of  feeling  good  health  engenders. 

We  have  already  observed  that  the  proportion  of  oxygen 
gas  with  atmospheric  air  is  very  nearly  twenty  two  gallons 
in  every  hundred.  After  it  has  reached  the  human  lungs, 
however,  this  proportion  is  reduced  to  sixteen  in  a  hundred 
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and  sometimes  lower.  The  lungs  extract  from  one  seventh 
to  one  fifth  of  its  oxygen. 

In  the  act  of  lireathing,  the  oxygen  enters  the  cells  of  the 
lungs,  and  is  absorbed  by  the  minute  vessels  which  spread 
over  the  cell  walls.  Within  these  vessels  it  combines  direct- 
ly with  certain  constituents  of  the  flowing  blood,  and  pro- 
ceeds with  it  in  its  ceaseless  current  through  the  arteries 
and  veins. 

When  oxygen  enters  the  lungs,  its  first  function  is  to  aid 
in  building  up  the  solid  substances  of  the  skin,  muscles,  and 
cartilages.  It  forms  part  of  the  material  of  which  they  are 
necessarily  composed  ;  and  in  this  sense  oxygen  is  a  food — 
that  we  actually  live  to  a  certain  extent  upon  and  are  fed  by 
the  air  which  surrounds  us. 

But  oxygen  serves  another,  besides  restorative  purpose. 
The  muscles,  the  brain,  the  bones,  and  liver  are  all  constant- 
ly wasting,  and  this  waste  matter  removed,  and  replaced  by 
new  matter  fn^m  the  food.  Befcire,  however,  this  waste 
matter  can  be  removed  it  must  again  be  combined  with  ox- 
ygen. When  united  with  the  proper  proportion  of  oxygen, 
the  muscle  is  changed  into  new  compounds,  which  are  sol- 
uble in  water,  and  are  carried  by  the  fluid  excretions  through 
the  kidneys  and  skin.  What  a  ceaseless  round  of  waste  and 
renewal,  in  healthy  man  I  Everywhere  and  always  in  motion. 
Even  when  sunk  in  sleep,  there  is  scarcely  an  organ  of  his  bo- 
dy which  if  not  moving  itself,  is  not  the  seat  of  incessant 
motion.  Every  movement  of  the  body — every  stirring  of  the 
limb — every  electric  stroke  of  the  heart — every  thought 
that  flashes  through  the  brain,  is  accompanied  by  a  change 
of  matter  where  the  movement  takes  place.  All  this  waste 
matter — this  portion  of  the  substance  of  the  bone,  of  the 
muscle,  of  the  heart,  of  the  brain,  becomes  chemically  chang- 
ed, and  is  continually  undergoing  removal  through  the  veins, 
and  its  place  is  as  continually  supplied  by  new  matter  ex- 
tracted from  the  arterial  blood. 

Man  absorbs  a  great  deal  of  oxygen  from  the  air  by  his 
lungs.     One  portion  of  this  oxygen  is  employed  to  convey 
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carbon,  that  exirtt?*  in  certain  parts  of  his  food,  into  carbonic 
acid  ;  another  portion  is  woven  into  the  substance  of  the  body 
itself;  while  a  considerai>le  portion  is  employed  in  dissolve 
ingout  and  removing  the  waste,  and  now  worthless,  naatter, 
of  the  muscles  and  other  tis-^ues.  The  muscles  combine 
with  oxygen,  and  after  several  intermediate  transformations » 
is  finally  changed  into  substances  known  as  urea,  uric  acid, 
etc.,  which  pass  avvay  through  the  kidneys. 

It  is  plain,  then,  without  a  sufficient  portion  of  oxygen  » 
to  build  up  the  tissues,  to  oxidize  the  blood,  and  to  keep  up 
a  continual  retrograde  metamorphosis,  we  su£fer  suspension 
of  right  life — disease. 

The  oxygen  is  the  life  giving  principle — so  to  speak — of 
the  atmosphere  when  in  a  state  of  normal  purity.  It  may 
however,  be  excessive,  as  in  very  high  altitudes,  deficient 
as  in  very  low  ones,  or  perverted,  in  poisonous  hicalittes, 
as,  for  example,  where  quantities  of  nitrogenized  animal 
and  vegetable  matter,  in  closed  places  especially  where  large 
quantities  of  sulphiirretted  and  phosphuretted  hydrogen 
abounds. 

The  nitrogen  of  the  air,  which  forms  four-fifths  its  bulk, 
in  medium  altitudes,  is  of  great  importance.  It  enters  into 
all  growinir  plants  in  the  form  of  nitric  acid,  ammonia,  etc., 
from  the  soil,  and  produces  gluten.  This  gluten  we  take 
into  our  stomach  in  vegetable  food,  and  oxygen  through  the 
the  lungs,  produce  muscles  and  other  tissues.  If  we  take 
animal  flesh  into  our  stomach  as  f(K>d,  urea,  etc.,  is  produc- 
ed in  the  fluid  excretions  ;  and  this  we  give  back  to  the  M>il 
which  produces  ammonia,  nitric  acid,  and  other  compounds 
containing  nitrogen.  Hence  we  behold  a  continual  round  of 
unceasing  change  from  one  state  to  another  and  back  again; 
vet  a  certain  portion  of  the  ammonia  and  other  volatile 
compounds  of  nitrogen,  which  are  produced  by  decaying 
animal  and  vegetable  substancfvs,  rise  in  the  form  of  gas  or 
vapor,  and  escapes  into  the  air.  In  the  air  also  is  con- 
tinually formed  nitric  acid  in  small  quantities.  The  nitro- 
jjen  and  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere   unite  to  form  this  acid. 
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c^hiefly  through  the  ageiicy  of  electric  currents,  which  are 
t^ver  i>a«i8ing  through  the  air  ;  and  the  falling  rain  washes  it 
i>ark  to  earth  again. 

The  blood  is  composed  of  the  phosphates  of  lime,  potash, 
»^>du  and  magnesia,  iron,  silica,  sulphur,  phosphorus,  and 
#ree  acids.  Its  waste  matter  is  conlinually  thr4>wa  off  by 
the  lungs  a>  carbonic  substance,  and  its  supply  depends  on 
|)ure  air,  food,  and  water.  Hence  where  all  tiie**e  are  pro- 
perly supplied,  one  never  suffers  disease ;  and  furthermore, 
in  all  diseases  there  is  a  deKciency  of  <Mie  or  more  of  these 
elements,  or  perversicm,  which  if  supplied  uv  righted,  will 
be  the  m(»st  rational  treatment.  In  countries  abounding  in 
limestone,  chills  are  scarcely  known,  and  citric,  muriatic, 
nitric,  and  other  acids,  are  found  to  be  the  best  remedies 
in  treating  diseases.  In  non-limestone  sections  chills  abound. 

Hence  we  might  suppose  they  are  caused  b\  deticiency 
of  the  phosphates  of  the  system,  as  a  visit  to  a  high  lime- 
stone country  from  a  low  malarious  section  will  frequently 
eradicate  them.  To  properly  supply  the  system  with  soda, 
'  potash,  magnesia,  iron,  or  whatever  is  deficient  as  an  element 
is  the  only  treatment  that  would  seem  feasible.  To  its  al- 
kaline principle  quinine  owes  its  most  valued  qualities.  Ca- 
thartic medicines  are  valuable  in  that  they  arouse  the  stom- 
ach, which  irritates  the  bile  duct,  and  immediately  it  sends 
forth  a  natural  solvent  to  aid  secretion  and  absorption.  Ac- 
tive catharsis,  however,  is  useful  only  in  incipient  stages  of 
most  diseases,  pure  air,  food,  and  water  is  necessary  to 
convalence.  F.  A.  E. 


ACID  PHOSPHATE  IN  FEVERS. 

If  we  i-egard  the  symptoms  of  all  fevers  as  friendly  escorts 
of  nature  to  remove  morbid  conditions  back  of  them,  as  the 
best  evidence  of  these  conditions,  the  heat  of  the  body  re- 
sulting legitmately  from  the  activity  of  nature's  recupera- 
tive, purifying  and  restorative  efforts,  we  may  safely  receive 
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these  hints  and  ieurn  to  co-operate  in  this  grand  eiffort  to  save 
the  victim  from  unnecessary  sufferings.  While  the  pores 
and  general  excret<n"ies  are  in  a  torpid  or  inactive  state,  re- 
taining dangerous  and  vitiating  waste  matters,  attended  by 
increased  respiration  and  circulation  of  all  the  fluids  of  the 
hody,  with  consequent  iu'^rease  of  heat,  it  is  the  part  of  wis- 
dom for  the  intelligent  and  teachable  physician  to'-fall  into 
line'\  guided  by  the  leading  recuperating  forces,  to  do  the 
best  thing  under  the  circumstances.  Since  heat  is  a  result- 
ant condition,  following  violent  efforts  to  remove  an  invader, 
it  is  judicious  to  allow  this  .-surplus  heat  to  escape.  Nature's 
most  potent  refrigerating  and  purifying  agencies  are  those 
connected  with  excretion,  which  fact  is  highly  suggestive 
of  perspiratory  action.  Since  the  perspirable  matter,  the 
waste  of  the  entire  system,  is  evaporated  from  the  surface, 
more  thnn  one-half  of  the  solids  and  liquids  taken  into 
the  stomach,  is  it  not  wise  for  the  physician  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  most  important  means  of  excreting  the  poison- 
ous waste,  ihc  direct  cause  of  the  internal  commotion,  by 
sweating?  Tliis  is  effectually  done  by  the  application  of 
wet  cloths,  hot,  and  cold,  or  cool,  as  the  case  may  demand, 
by  the  vapor  bath,  or  any  similar  means,  as  free  sponging 
of  the  wholi"  body  with  any  alkaline  preparation,  water 
being  the  p.-ominent  constitutent.  I  regard  the  free  use 
of  horsford's  **Acitl  Phosphate" ,  so  reduced  that  there  shall 
be  no  more  than  a  teaspoonful  to  a  quart  of  water,  as  an 
important  adjunct  in  the  removal  of  the  causes  of  fevers ; 
acids  generally  pjoving  as  effective  refrigerants.  In  such 
a  condition,  with  much  torpidity  of  the  excretories,  it  i> 
wise  to  resort  to  a  practical  stimulation,  or  to  secure  increas- 
ed activity.  This  will  act  as  a  solvent  of  the  waste  deposits, 
tlu^  morbid  scv*retions,  so  dissolving  all  poisonous  waste 
that  it  will  m(»re  readily  escape,  the  ** Phosphate*'  aiding 
in  the  excretory  action,  opening  the  pores,  stinmlating  the 
action  of  the  liver,  a  very  important  matter,  encouraging 
free  evacuations.  The  fact  that  all  appetite  is  suspended  in 
acute  casis,  jin  almost   uncontrollable  thirst  being  substitu- 
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ted,  is  sisrnificaiit,  iiidirating  free  drinking.  I  well  know 
ihat  some  of  our  <)|)pi»sing  hrethern  advocate  free  tatiiiy 
notwithstanding  the  ^ignitieant  h>.s8  of  the  appetite,  and  tlie 
absence  of  the  gastri<*  juice,  which,  would  seem  go<id  evidence 
that  ordinary  food  is  not  in  demand.  Yet  1  have  lived  too 
long  in  the  worhl  to  he  smprised  at  any  mere  theory,  how- 
ever irrational,  especially  if  we  remenjber  that  there  are 
th(»se  in  the  world  who  seem  .to  infer  that  man  is  a  mere 
eating  animal,  and  that  the  moie  he  eats  the  more  he  is  nour- 
ished, and  the  more  will  he  fulfill  the  conditions  of  his  mi^- 
>\i)\\  into  this  world.  But,  admitting  that  nutriment  is  de- 
manded while  the  acute  form  of  disease  is  in  progress,  it 
s:thould  he  remembered  that  the  digestive  organs,  in  their 
debilitated  state,  are  unable  to  appropriate  ordinary  food, 
and  that  only  such  food  is  appropriated  will  be  of  any  avail, 
>iimply  acting  as  an  irritant,  aggravating  the  disease. 

It  may  be  admitted  by  this  class  that  the  nervous  system 
is  as  mnch  in  need  of  nutriment  as  any  part  of  the  i>ody 
Jf  true,  J  shall  strongly  advocate  the  use  of  this  "phosphate" 
this  nerve-food,  this  nutrient-stimulant,  as  best  meeting 
the  demands  of  the  case,  particular  as  it  is  in  a  form  not  to 
demand  digestion,  only  absorption. 


A  KNOWING  WITNESS. 


Under  this  tittle  the  N,  Y.  Med.  Jour,  says  that  ''at  a 
recent  trial  in  this  city  a  medical  'expert'  was  examined  in 
regard  to  certain  points  in   neurology. 

In  the  cr<iss  examination  he  was  asked  if  he  recognized  a 
particular  book  as  authority  in  the  matter,  and  the  question 
was  repeated  in  regard  to  another   book,  and  then  another. 

His  answx»rs  were  to  the  effect  that  he  was  familiar  with 
all  the  books  mentioned,  and  that  they  were  authorities  on 
the  matter  alluded  to. 

The  medical  witness  was  then  allowed  to  leave  tiie  stand, 
and  the  lawyers  clerk  was  sworn,  who  testified  that  the  ti- 
tles of  the  works  in  question   were  fictitious,  having  been 
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(concocted  ill  the  law  office  to  which  he  was  attached." 

What  thiuk  you  of  that  medical  exj>ert's  feelings  just  then  ? 

Or,  are  there  pretended  '*nien  of  medicine"  who  are  de- 
void of  feelings?  if  so  they  are  also  minus  the  qualities 
worthy  of  trust 

Having  no  diffinite  judgements  of  their  own,  they  have 
no  inherent  claim  on  their  patients  for  confidence  or  esteem. 

No  wonder  so  vwy  much  odi^ini  attaches  to  and  smTounds 
the  medi<*Ll  profession. 

This  mans  stupidity  hut  illustrates  the  ignorance  and 
presumption  of  very  many,  who  arrogantly  claim  to  possess 
both  knowledge  and  skill. 

Such  pretenders  render  odius  the  name  of  medical  witness 
es  and  rightfully  call  for  a  general  repugnance  to  quackery. 

While  making  absolutely  necessary  such  stringient  efforts 
at  higher  medical  education  as  will  effectually  rid  the  pro- 
fessional body  of  such  idiots,  as  well  and  save  such  disgrace- 
ful scenes  on  the  e.vpeil  witness  stand. 


CHOLERA  ON  THE  COAST. 

Cholera  continues  with  ravenous  fury  and  no  respecter 
of  persons  in  European  countries. 

Gradually  it  spreads,  gives  evidence  of  inveteracy  and 
threatens  to  jtmrney  around  the  world  again. 

Our  spoi*adic  cases  in  America,  caution  greatest  skill 
in  sanition  and  to  be  on  the  alert  and  advised  as  to  treat- 
ment. We  need  not  fear  the  approach  so  much  this  season 
as  to  be  awake  and   prepared  for  next  summers  campaign. 


EDITEMS. 


Pl  St.  Louis  man  is  reported  as  having  recently  ejected 
from  his  st<»mach  a  monster,  much  resembling  a  lizard,  de- 
scribed as  eight  inches  long  and  about  one  and  a  half  in 
width.  It  had  given  him  much  distress  and  trouble  for  years. 
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New  Orleans,  is  plagued  over  the  appearance  of  what 
seems  to  be  a  case  of  Yellow  Fever.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the 
rumor  is  a  canard. 

The  Madison  Co.  III.  Medical  Society,  at  a  late  meeting, 
passed  a  resolution  that  its  members  would  not  attend  court 
as  expert  witnesses,  until  they  had  been  paid  their  fees. 

This  is  right,  and  all  such  fees  should  equal  full  feebil 
rates,  for  Medical  services. 

Leavenwoi-th  Kans.  is  having  a  suit  testing  the  power  of 
their  law  to  prevent  the  sale  of  diseased  meats. 

If  the  law  is  powerless,  there  resides  a  power  back  of  that 
which  should  be  made  efficient. 

Dr.  Cory  of  England,  in  order  to  test  the  conveyance  of 
syphalitic  virus,  along  with  the  vaccine  virus,  and  in  attempt- 
ing to  show  that  such  conveyance  could  not  occur,  except 
blood  from  the  venerially  contaminated  person,  was  drawn 
and  passed  over  and  into  the  recipient's  circulation,  made 
four  attempts  at  vaccination  on  his  own  person. 

He  carefully  selected  children  of  syphalitic  contamination. 
The  first  three  times  he  came  off  clear ;  the  fourth  though 
just  as  carefully  managed ;  communicated  the  syphilis  most 
positively. 

Who  will  test  consumption  and  cancer,  for  the  sake  of 
science? 

Martyrs  may  yet  come  into  demand. 

In  these  modern  times,  when  so  much  adulteration  and 
impurity  of  food  and  drinks  exist,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place 
to  note  the  following  comparison  of  effects  of  Strychnia, 
and  Colculus  Indica,  on  the  human  system  when  taken  in 
toxic  doses:  as  observed  and  given  by  F.  L.  Hays,  M.  D., 
in  Phila,  Med.    Times. 

STRYCHNIA.  COCULU8  INDICA. 

1.  All  Stages  of  strychnism  1.  When  a  sufficient  quan- 
may  be  juroduced  at  will  by  tity  has  been  taken,  violent 
careful  regulation  of  the  dose,  convulsions    occur,     without 

definite  warning.      They  are 

explosive. 
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2.  The  patient  is  perfectly  2.  The  patient  is  entirely  un- 
conscious during  the  convul-  conscious  during  and  after 
sion.  <»onvulsion,  as  in  epilepsy. 

3.  The  convulsions  are  main-     3.  The  convulsions  are  tnain^ 
ly  tonic,  as  in  tetanus.  7y  toni*-. 

4.  Never  cause  vomiting.  4.   Frequently  cause  vom- 

iting. 

HEPATiCA. —  Messrs.  J.  U.  &C.  G.  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati, 
have  been  investigating  the  subject  of  Liver-leaf,  and  have 
found  much  that  is  new  and  interesting  in  connection  with 
the  commercial  and  botanical  history  of  this  drug.  Of  late 
years  this  drug  has  been  extensively  consumed  in  the  prep- 
aration of  <.*ertain  proprietory  medicines.  From  statistics 
collected  hy  Messrs.  Lloyd,  it  appt»ars  that  last  yejir  over 
340,000  pounds  vvere  consumed,  of  which  amount  over  300, 
000  pounds  were  imported  from  Europe.  Four  years  agf> 
the  entire  consumption  did  not  reach  10,000  |>ounds.  In  this 
country  we  have  two  species  that  produce  the  drug.  In 
most  medical  works,  and  in  old  botanical  works,  the  plants 
were  classified  as  Hepatica  ;  but  late  botanical  authorities 
include  them  in  the  genus  Anenume,  on  account  of  the  struc*- 
ture  of  the  flower.  The  exceedingly  dissimilar  properties 
of  these  plants  from  Anemone,  would  seem  to  indicate  the 
doubtful  propriety  of  placing  them  with  that  genus,  and  the 
name  Hepaticn,  which  will  always  be  the  medical  name  for 
the  drug,  will  |>robably  also  be  the  final  ))otanical  name. 
Our  native  species  are  named  Anemone  Acutiloba  and  An- 
emone Hepatica,  and  very  closely  resenible  each  other  ex- 
cept in  the  shape  of  the  leaves;  the  former  has  sharp  lobes 
to  the  leaves  ;  the  hitter,  blunt  lobes. 

Our  Pharmacopoeia  has  recoginized  but  one  s|>ecies-the 
rounded-lobed  form.  It  is  i)roven,  however,  hy  Messrs.  Lloyd 
that  nine-tenths  of  the  native  drug  of  commerce  is  collected 
from  the  sharp  lobed  s|)ecies,  which  has  never  been  offieial- 
Iv  recognized.  The  medical  properties  of  Hepatica  are  un- 
important. The  plant  does  not  contain  an  active  principle, 
and  is  as  devoid  of  characteristics  as  is  the  grass  of  the  field. 
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Of  the  vjist  amount  of  the  drug  consumed,  it  is  creditable 
that  the  Medical  profession  uses  but  a  small  per  cent.  Al- 
most the  entire  lot  is  employed  in  the  preparation  of  certain 
secret  remedies. 

The  foreoroing  has  been  compiled  from  the  July  number 
of  ^*Drugsand  Medicines  of  North  America,  of  Cincinnati," 
which,  in  addition  to  full  botanical  and  medical  descriptions 
of  the  drug,  contains  a  full  size  plate  of  the  plant,  and  cuts 
illustrating  the  shapes  of  the  different  leaves  of  commerce, 
and  a  map  showing  the  distribution  of  our  two  native  species. 

An  Unobjectionable  Form  for  the  Administration 
OF  Medicines.  —  M.  8.  French,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  in  ' 
the  Med,  and  Surg.  Rep.,  says:  Of  all  the  various  forms 
in  which  medicine  is  prescribed,  there  is  none  so  well  suited 
for  the  administration  of  drugs  possessing  a  poisonous  in- 
fluence, unpleasant  odor,  or  taste,  as  the  niaimfactured  pill 
form. 

The  advantages  derive^  from  prescribing  remedies  in  this 
form  are  so  apparent,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to 
learn  that  their  use  was  not  more  general.  It  is  on  this  ac- 
count that  I  present  this  short  article,  hoping  that  it  may 
lead  to  more  extensive  use  and  appreciation  of  this  valuable 
method  of  prescribing. 

Manufactured  pills  will  become  more  popular  with  physi- 
cians, as  their  value  aiid  advantages  are  recognized.  They 
are  so  beautiful  in  appearance,  so  accurately  compounded, 
so  quickly  dispeiised,  reducing  the  danger  of  making  a  mis- 
take, on  the  part  of  the  physician  or  drugguist,  to  an  almost 
impossibility. 

They  also  enable  the  physician  to  carry  with  him,  in  a 
small  and  compact  form,  ready  for  administration,  all  the 
remedies  that  might  be  needed  in  emergencies,  and  night 
practice. 

To  the  physician  engaged  in  country  practice,  where  his 
patients  are  at  a  distance  from  a  drug-store,  they  become  of 
especial  value. 

In  that  class  of  pharmaceutical  preparations  which  exhib- 
its medicines  in  an  elegant  and  palatable  form,  without  the 
sacrifice  of  quality,  uniformity  or  accuracy,  American  phar- 
macists have  been  doing  excellent  work,  the  result  being  that 
mostof  the  objectionable  features  which  formerly  pertained 
to  manufactured  pills  have  been  removed,  being  now  pro- 
duced in  such  a  perfect  and  attractive  form,  that  the  most 
fastidious  patient  can   find  no  objection  to  their  use. 
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There  is  little  d()ul)t  hut  that  much  of  the  [)oi)uljirity  of 
Hahnemann's  sy^item  of  cure,  based  upon  the  ni:ixini  idmilia 
Htmilibus  ciiy^mitur,  is  due,  not  to  the  truth  of  the  law,  hut  to 
the  preference  for  the  tiny,  tasteless  and  attra<*tive  pellets  ; 
and  the  sooner  the  medical  profession  recognizes  this,  the 
ijuicker  will  the  public  see  that,  aside  from  pleasant  doses, 
there  is  nothing  but  fallacy  and  error  in  homoeopathy. 

There  are  some  drugs  used  in  practice  that  cannot  be  ad- 
ministered in  pill  form,  and  there  are  instances  where  so- 
lutions are  preferable.  Such  is  the  case  in  treating  the  va- 
rious type>  of  fevers,  and  whei-e  tonics  are  employed  ;  but 
in  the  greater  number  of  cases,  the  object  desired  is  a  con- 
tinued influence,  rather  than  an  immediate  impression  upon 
the  system,  and  for  the  accom|)lishment  of  this  end  pills  are 
best  suited. 

In  an  article  of  this  nature,  it  is  not  necessary  or  possii)le 
to  dwell  upon  all  the  conditions  to  which  the  admidistratioii 
of  remedies  in  the  manufactured  pill  form  are  applicable, 
but  to  detail  a  few  of  the  more  frequent  diseiises,  and  speci- 
fy instances  where  they  have  been  used  with  suct^ess,  during 
the  past  six  or  seven  years. 

The  physician  engaged  in  city  practice  sees  no  departures 
from  health  so  frequently,  as  those  associated  with  the  di- 
gestion and  assimilation  of  food.  A  majority  of  the  patients 
presenting  themselves  for  treatment,  suffer  from  either  a 
simple  dyspepsia  or  some  one  of  its  many  manifestations. 
The  life  led  i>y  people  massed  together  in  large  cities  is  such 
an  artificial  one,  the  inhabitants  being  so  subjected  to  the 
eiiervating  influences  surrounding  them,  that  the  indiscre- 
tions of  diet,  mode  of  living,  anxieties,  and  the  continual 
struggle  for  existence,  become  active  factors  in  producinsT 
the  large  number  of  dyspe[)tic  cases. 

There  are  certain  conditions  that  cannot  l>e  relieved  by 
dietetic  and  hygienic  ti-eatment  alone,  l)ut  require  the  use 
of  drugs,  which  should  be  given  in  the  most  pleasant  and 
unobjectionable  form  ;  as  there  is  no  class  of  patients  s(> 
prone  to  find  fault  with  their  medicines,  being  best  suited 
by  doses  that  are  attractive,  tasteless  and  not  bulky. 

It  will  not  be  a  digression  to  dwell  upon  the  treatment  of 
of  this  common  affection,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  mention 
more  particularly  the  remedies  suited  for  administmtion  in 
the  form  under  consideration. 

The  power  of  digestion  being  depressed,  special  aids  to 
that  function  will  be  found  in  pepsin  or  alkalies;  the  anas- 
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mic  condition  may  require  iron,  (juinine  or  strychnia.  Where 
remedies  are  needed,  the  :ution  <»f  which  mUvSt  be  ?^edative, 
good  results  may  be  ol)tMined  from  bismuth,  opium.,  bella- 
donna^ arsenic  or  silver. 

A  very  useful  pill  is  that  of  aloin  (gr.  1-5)  and  strychnia 
(gr.  1-60)  given  at  bedlime ;  this  will  produce  a  mild, 
thorough,  laxative  iffect,  unloading  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tines, removing  the  fetid  breath,  the  furred  coating  upon 
the  tongue,  and  th<'  cerebral  congesti<ni. 

An  error  liable  to  be  committed  is  the  administration  of 
cathartics  <»f  too  active  a  nature;  they  are  rarely  called  for, 
do  little  good,  and  might  i)o>sibly  do  evil.  Mild  laxatives 
only  are  required,  and  <are  should  be  exercised  as  to  their 
selection  and  frequency. 

Formerly  it  was  my  custom  to  use  pepsin  and  pancreatine 
more  than  at  present,  as  recent  investigation  has  led  me  to 
believe  that  as  much  benetit  can  be  derived  from  the  former 
agent  alone,  as  when  given  in  con)bination  with  the  latter. 
Pancreatine  has  been  shown  to  be  it>-elf  digested  by  pepsin, 
so  that  its  chance  of  getting  through  the  stomach  to  the  du- 
odenum, where  it  normally  exerts  its  function,  is  very  slight, 
while  when  combined  with  pepsin,  it  must  be  digested  as 
soon  as  the  mixture  beconjes  warm  enough,  in  or  out  of  the 
stcnnach,  to  carry  on  the  process.  Yet  we  see  nmny  prep- 
arations of  which  the  chief  virtue  is  supplied  to  be  that  they 
contain  all  the  digestive  principles.  These  can  be  active 
only  so  far  as  they  c(mtain  pepsin,  and  have  no  advantage 
over  the  simple  drug. 

It  has  also  been  shown"  that  certain  substances  combined 
with  pepsin  in  solution,  render  it  inert.  Alcohol  is  one, 
and  even  in  moderation  diminishes  its  action,  while,  in  any 
quantity,  the  activity  of  pepsin  is  totally  prevented.  This 
is  a  point  often  lost  sight  of,  and  serves  as  a  hint  concern- 
ing the  use  of  liquors  at  meals,  by  dyspei)tics. 

Pepsin  and  bismuth  are  frequently  combined  when  treat- 
ing dysi)epsia,  and  should  always  be  administered  in  pill 
form,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  keeping  both  agents  togeth- 
er in  a  permanent  solution,  one  requiring  a  somewhat  acid 
menstrum,  the  other  a  neutral  or  an  alkaline  one.  Nothing 
is  more  common  than  to  see  elixir  of  pepsin,  bismuth  and 
strychnia,  which  darken,  harden,  and  shrink  the  albumen 
placed  in  them.  Liquid  preparations  are  theoretically,  if 
not  practically,  inconsistent,  and  will  generally  be  found  to 
be  unsatisfactory. 
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In  trejiting  that  form  of  dynpepsia  met  with  in  mahirious 
disftricts  and  in  pers^ons  who  have  pa.^ssed  the  autumn  months 
in  the  counti^,  much  good  can  be  obtained  from  quinine, 
or  a  combination  of  quinine,  iron  and  arsenious  acid,  given 
after  meals  and  for  a  length  of  time.  When  using  quinine 
the  pill  form  is  the  best  that  can  be  resorted  to,  the  soluble 
coated  pill  possessing  many  advantages  over  thi*  .solution^, 
capsules  or  wafers.  In  an  article  upon  quinine,  published 
about  four  years  ago,  1  called  attention  to  the  ready  solu- 
bility of  the  bi-sulphate  and  urged  its  use,  being  the  most  sol- 
uble of  the  quinine  salts  used  in  medicine.  On  this  account  it 
is  more  active  and  better  calculated  for  administration  in 
pill  form  than  ti»e  sulphate;  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  as  the  bi-sulphale  of  (piinine  contains  a  snuiller  pro- 
portion of  the  pure  alkaloid,  the  amount  being  only  about 
()0  per  cent.,  the  dose  should  be  one-fourth  greater  than 
that  of  the  sulphate,  in  order  to  represent  the  same  amount 
of  alkaloid. 

Iron  is  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  dys- 
pepsia, but  furnishes  best  results  when  given  toward  the 
termination  of  a  course  of  treatment. 

Active  bu-ines>i  men,  brain-workers,  and  those  who  are 
subjected  to  much  mental  anxiety  or  overwork,  frequently 
suffer  from  what  is  ternied  "nervous  indigestion."  To  meet 
this  condition  we  possess  a  valuable  remedy  in  phosphorus, 
which  should  be  given  in  small  doses,  immediately  after 
meals. 

The  best  form  of  administering  pU«»sphorus  is  that  afford- 
ed by  the  maimfactured  pill,  which  possesses  many  advan- 
tages over  those  niade  to  order  in  the  prescription  room.  A 
pill  of  this  kind  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  make,  requiring 
especial  care  aiid  skill.  The  phosphorus  should  be  incor- 
porated with  the  various  ingredients,  while  in  solution,  so 
as  to  effect  a  thorough  and  uniform  diffusion  ;  they  should 
also  always  be  coated,  in  order  to  prevent  oxidation.  I  have 
made  some  interesting  experiments  with  phosphorus  pills 
manufactured  by  Schieffeliu,  of  New  York,  proving  that 
their  coating  entirely  protected  the  enclosed  mass.  A  pill 
that  had  been  manufactured  a  year  ago  was  cut  open,  and 
the  mass  found  to  be  as  soft  as  though  made  but  a  few  days. 
Another  pill  of  the  same  manufacturer,  made  eight  years 
ago,  was  found  to  be  but  little  harder.  Upon  placing  two 
of  the  latter  pills  in  a  small  quantity  of  water,  the  coating 
was  quickly  dissolved,  the  mass  broken  up,  and  when  placed 
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ill  a  dark  n^om  the  vial  was  plainly  peiveived,  owin^:  to  the 
unaltered  hmiinous  property  of  the  phosphorus.  This  sim- 
ple experiment  <roes  to  show  that  if  properly  made  and  coat- 
ed, a  manufactured  pill  does  not  become  effected  by  acre, 
nor  do  the  various  ingredients  become  so  altered  that  they 
lose  their  medicinal  properties.  Exp<  rience  has  sh()wn  that 
such  pills  may  l)e  kept  feu*  years,  even  in  a  very  warm  climate 
and  still  produce  prom[)t  and  active  effects  when  adminis- 
tered. 

In  treatinir  the  secondary  forms  of  syphilis,  the  plan  rec- 
ommended i)V  Dr.  Kevs,  -'of  administering  mercurials  m 
jri'anules,'  possesses  many  advantages  over  the  older  meth- 
od of  prescribina:  the  >amc  sul)stance  in  solution.  Intestinal 
irritation  seems  to  be  later  and  less  painful  in  its  mtmifesta- 
tions,  it  is  an  easier  mattiM*  to  regulate  the  ipiantity  given 
when  pursuing  the  *'tonic  treatment."  and  the  granular 
form  is  the  niost  convenient  and  portable  for  the  patient. 
Certain  case^  will  be  enccmntered  wheie  the  symptoms  are 
so  pressing  that  there  is  not  titne  to  get  the  patient  quietly 
under  the  influence  of  the  drug,  when  administered  in  gran- 
ules, but  fortunately  suirh  are  not  frequent,  and  can  be  met 
by  resorting  to  the  old  methods  until  the  urgent  symptoms 
abate.  The  obstinate  lesion'^  occuring  in  the  mouth  are 
juost  successfully  treated  wilh  granule-,  the  patient  being 
told  to  allow  the  little  pill  to  slowly  dissolve  upon  the  ton- 
gue, thus  obtaining  the  effect  of  a  solution  of  corrosive  subli- 
mate ujKm  the  patches,  while  at  the  same  time  the  general 
treatment  is  pursued. 

In  a  case  where  the  mucous  patches  in  the  mouth  were 
very  numerous  and  troublesome,  no  impression  could  be 
made  upon  them  until  the  plan  mentioned  was  tried,  when 
they  disappeared  in  a  short  time. 

While  pursuing  the  hyoscyamine  treatment  upon  a  patient 
jilflicted  with  mental  disease,  the  manufactuered  pills  were 
of  great  advantage,  as  there  was  no  doubt  as  to  accuracy  of 
dose,  and  they  were  easy  to  administer. 

Ill  a  recent  conversation  with  one  of  the  leading  alients 
of  this  city,  I  was-informed  that  he  was  using  pills  of  this 
fonn  uiK)n  several  cases,  considering  them  preferable  to  the 
hypodeimic  method. 

When  prescribing  a  medicine  so  powerful  in  its  influence 
the  doses  of  from  1-2000  to  1-25  of  a  grain  are  desired,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  obtain  the  exact  amount  in  each  pill 
unless  a  large   number  are  prepared  at  one  time  and  great 
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care  exercised  in  the  manipulation  of  the  mass.  With  druirs 
like  arsenious  acid,  aconitia,  aloin,  atropia,  codeia,  digitalin, 
hyoscyaniine,  morphia,  phosphorus,  strychnia,  and  the  more 
powerful  mercurials,  accuracy  of  dose  and  the  decreased 
possibility  of  a  careless  mistake,  are  points  in  favor  of  ihe 
manufactured  pill ;  while  with  such  rcniedies  as  assaffetida, 
quinia,  and  others  po.Nscssin<r  a  very  unpleasant  taste,  the 
coating  removes  the  objection  to  ihcir  use,  whieli  patients 
so  frequently  make. 

Little  children  who  struggle  and  had  to  be  forced  to  take 
quinine  when  prescribed  in  solution,  powders  or  uncoated 
pills,  will  take  the  drug  without  objecting,  when  given  in  a 
coated  pill. 

I.i  this  article  it  has  been  my  intention  to  point  out  a  few 
of  the  advantanges  possessed  by  manufactured  pills,  over 
those  prepared  in  the  old  and  ordimiry  manner,  and  to  speak 
of  a  few  cases  in  my  own  practice,  where  the  results  from 
their  use  have  been  satisfactory.  During  the  |)asi  seven 
years,  the  soluble  coated  pills  made  by  Schieffelin  &  Co., 
of  New  York,  have  been  the  ones  prescribed,  and  1  do  ni>t 
hesitate  to  recommend  them  to  the  profession. 

The  "coating"  of  pill  is  a  sul)ject  of  much  importance 
and  of  especial  inierest  to  physicians. 
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containing,  as  it  does,  so  much  to  charm  and  delight  us,  will  have 
an  extensive  run.     Be  sure  and  look  it  over.  F.   A.  E. 

Studies  in  the  Forty  Days   Between   Christ's   Resurrection 

AND  ASOENSICN.JA  SeRIES  OF  EsSAYS  FOR  TIMES.     By  A.  A.   LiPS. 

COMB,  D.  D.,  L.L.  D.,   Emeritus  Professor,  Vanderbilt  Un. 

iTY.     Cloth,  81,00,   pp,  362.     Nashville,   Tenn.  ;    Suothern 

Methodist  Pub.  House,   1884. 

From  the  tenderly  sweet  dedication,  to  the  last  sentence  of  the 
volume,  we  have  followed  the  author  through  this  ''Divine  Physi- 
ology','* with  ever  increasing  delight.  The  exquisitively  poetical 
tone  that  pervades  the  volume,  together  with  its  clearness  of  dic- 
tion, 8iini)licity  and  purity  of  language,  the  play  of  the  author's 
fancy,  and  the  rythm  of  his  period, — one  almost  fe^ls  in  rambling 
through  it  a  spirit  leading  him  ''through  green  pastures  and  by 
still  waters,"  even  "iiUo  the  gates  of  the  city  called  beautiful." 
We  read  it  through  with  a  single  regret — that  the  volume  did  not 
contain  twice  the  number  of  pages.  F.  A.  E. 

Biogen,  a  Speculation  on  the  Origin  and  Natue  of  Life.     By 

Professor  Elliott  Cones,  Member  of  the  National  Acad- 
emy OF  Science,  etc.,  etc.     Second  ed.,  pp.,  66.     Price  75  cts. 

Boston  :  Estes  and  Lauriat  1884. 

In  this  day,  when  scientists  in  general,  with  their  swaddling 
cloths  scarcely  laid  aside,  claim  that  man  is  nothing  but  a  trans- 
mogrified monkey,  it  is  meet  that  Dr.  Cones  should  say  something 
on  the  "[)revious  question  ;"  and  this  tlie  Doctor  has  done  admir- 
ably.    He  argues  irresistibly  for  God,  for  man,  for  immortality. 

To  the  befogged  atheist,  who  believes  that  mind  is  matter,  that 
man  is  wholly  a  material  property  of  protoplasm,  this  little  vol- 
ume will  come  as  a  thunderbolt  from  a  cloudless  sky.  We  wish 
it  was  more  extensive.  F.  A.  E. 
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Received,  Bureau  op  Education,  Washington  D.  C. 

Circulars  of  Information.  1884.  Nos.  2 — 3,  and  report  of  the 
director  of  the  Amer.  School  of  Classical  Studies  at  Athens,  for 
1882 — 3.  All  of  which  are  replete  with  useful  and  important  in- 
formation, data  and  facts,  not  elsewhere    obtainable. 

In  this  department  the  Government  is  doing  a  valuable  work, 
though  perhaps  an  unappreciated  one. 

Hubbard's  Newspaper  and  Book  Directory  of  the  World  Vol. 
III.    1883— '84, 

This  Cosmopolitan  Work  is  again  out  and  comes  before  the  bus- 
iness community  as  a  truly  leading  index  for  the  commercial^ 
Editorial  and  Publishing  Fraternities. 

On  Paroxysmal  Fevfr,  Not  Malarial,  By  J.  H.  Musser  M.  D. 

Phi  LA.  Pa.,  16  pages. 

A  disertation  tending  to  elucidate  some  of  the  salient  points  of 
difference  between  the  various  forms  of  paroxysmal  fevers,  other 
than  the  commonly  recognized  malanal.  A  worthy  topic  ably 
handled. 

Received  from  Mr.  Geo.  E.  Waring  of  Providence  R.  I.  a  re- 
port of  the  Waring  system  of  Sewage,  as  now  used  in  Paris, 
France;  Ills. 

It  portrays  a  much  needed  improvement  with  benefits  beyond 
all  computation. 

Golden  Days  the  incomparable  paper  for  Boys  and  girls ;  contin- 
ues as  fresh,  piquant,  pure  and  unparalled,  as  ever. 
The  Vaccination  Inquirer  And  Health  Review.    London  England, 

1 14  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.  W. :  Dr-  Willian  Young, 
pub.,  June  1884.     Is.  6d.,  per  Annum,  post  free. 

Many  thanks,  Dr.  Young,  for  your  kindness.  We  wish  you  and 
your  Journal  unbounded  success.  F.   A-  K. 

Received,  Announcement  of  St.  Louis  Medical  College,  1884-5. 
St.  Louis. 

Sixteenth  Annual  Announcement  and  Catalogue  of  Woman's 
Medical  College,  New  York,    1884-'5. 

Received,  the  New  York,  Post  Graduate  Medical  School  and 
Hospital,  Announcement. 


NOTICES 


We  have  received  a  a  beautiful  picture  of  the  Sonthem  Expo- 
sition, which  opens  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  Aug.  16th.  and  continues 
until  Oct.  25th.  The  View  is  of  the  main  building,  which  is  one 
of  the  largest  Exposition  buildings  ever  erected.  It  covers  thir- 
teen acres  of  gi'ound,  and  will  be  lighted  throughout  by  five  thous- 
and electric  lights. 
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coi^iid:TJisriOA.Ti02srs. 

Short,  PUhy  and  Practical  Articles  Solicited, 


If  thou  bast  Truth  to  utter, 
Spe«k  ft  boldly—  speak  ft  all. 


FOOD. 

RELLUM. 


Food  is  something  that  makes  up  a  deficiency  in  some  veg- 
etable or  animal  economy.  It  may  be  either  by  means  of 
a  general  accretion  as  in  plants  and  the  lower  order  of  animals 
even,  (for  example,  Radiates)  or  by  a  supply  brought  into 
a  gastronomic  cavity,  the  stomach,  as  in  all  the  higher  classes 
of  animals. 

Physiologists  n)ake  two  classes  of  food  :  solids  and  liquids 
but  we  could  with  as  much  propriety  include  gases  ;  for  sol- 
id food  would  l)e  no  less  a  poison  in  the  animal  economy, 
than  nitrogen  gas,  unless  permeated  by  oxygen.  Dr.  Tanner, 
when  fasting  forty  days,  was  only  deprived  of  one  of  the 
four  essentials,  namely  carbon;  nitrogen  and  oxygen  he  ob- 
tained out  of  the  air,  hydrogen  and  oxygen  out  of  the  water. 

Last  year  in  St.  Louis,  a  patient  under  my  own  observation 
and  that  of  other  professional  men,  tasted  no  food  or  bev- 
erage from  July  till  October,  not  even  as  much  as  a  tea- 
spoonful;  the  patient,  a  lady,  was  suffering  from  an  occlu- 
sion of  thecardiac  end  of  the  stomach,  through  an  abscess. 
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When  the  tumor  broke,  >he  was  gradually  gaining  strengtli . 
Similar  cases  uiore  or  less  aggravated  are  on  iveord  ;  prov- 
ing to  my  satisfaction,  that  both  lungs  and  pores  may  at 
timesperform  vicarious  function  and  much  nutriment  be  de- 
rived by  absorption.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  many 
I»eople  who  literally  live  in  their  stomachs,  to  eat  and  drink 
seems  to  be  the  first  and  last  object  of  life,  their  Religion 
i'enters  in  the  stonjach. 

"'What  care  they  for  the  beauty  of  floral  decoration. 
Artistically  aiTanged  on  houses  and  dome, 
When  on  some  Notable's  birth  celebration 

The  masses  are  gathered  on  the  verdant  lawn ; 
While  many  listen  to  aj^propriate  speeches 

Some  heavenly  anthem,  or  music  Divine, 
They  hear  nothing  but  what  the  stomach  pleases, 
The  rattle  of  plates  is  their  church  bell  chime." 
There  is  a  great  latitude  of  choice  in  the  quantity  as  well 
as  quality  of  necessities  ;  a  butterfly  is  content  with  sipping 
the  dew  of  aerial  plants,  but  an  average  elephant  can  placid- 
ly put   away  four   hundred   pounds  of  hay   in  twenty   four 
hours,  and,  like  Oliver  Twist  cry  for  ''more." 

Many  men  mistake  the  capacity  of  their  food-receptacle, 
hence  will  engorge  it  until  unendurable.  A  soldier  during 
the  "late  unpleasantness"  being  deprived  for  a  long  time  <if 
vegetables,  iite  so  many  dried  apples,  his  mother  had  sent 
him,  without  chewing,  and  drank  so  much  cold  water,  after- 
wards, that  when  the  apples  began  to  swell,  hi*  offended 
stomach  literally  bursted  ;  and  still  our  digestive  apparatus, 
is  very  accommodating.  A  bill  of  fare  of  all  the  different 
substances  from  the  region  of  perpetual  cold  down  to  where 
the  great  luminary  throws  no  shadow  would  be  immense; 
everything  that  has  ever  been  tried  as  food  from  the  depths 
of  oceans,  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  from  the  air, 
would  fill  a  volume  as  large  as  Webster's  Dicticmary. 

Notice  only  a  few;  in  China,  well  known  as  the  laud  of 
dainty  morsels  in  the  form  of  birdsnests,  yet  their  Vstaff 
of  life"  is  rice.     In  Egypt  and  northern  Africa  fruits  make 
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up  thf  hulk  of  diet.  Even  in  bunny  lt«1y,  the  Plebeiany  of 
to  day  livf  mo^tly  on  rice,  farinnceous  food  and  coru-nieMi 
mush  (pulenta),  meat  so  indi!S|>ensal)le  to  the  Irish-Amer- 
ican or  to  an  Englishman,  is  to  them  un  excepHon;  many 
i'\v\\  live  almost  entirely  on  <  he>tnuts,  raw,  baked,  hoiled, 
roasted,  stewed,  preserved  etc.  It's  their  iH-ead,  meat  and 
pu(ldin<i:. 

When  the  erops  in  Kansas  yeai*sair*>  failed,  heinjr  devour- 
ed by  an  army  of  gmsshoppers  ;  Stale  Entomologist  Riley 
made  a  plausible  suggestion,  said  he  :  *Mf  the  grasshoppers 
eat  up  the  crop,  why  do  not  farners  eat  up  the  grasshop- 
pers?" At  this  most  people  turned  up  their  nose  and  smiled 
l>ut  does  not  fashionable  society  eat  worse  than  that,  and 
smack  its  lips?  Roast  duck  an  export  mnemonist  once  told 
us,  "improves  the  mem^iry  ;"  roast  pork  carries  oft  the  pre- 
mium in  epicurean  tastes,  yet  no  civilized  being  can  truth- 
fully say  that  these  animals  are  clean,  indeed  the  table  d' haute 
of  an  Australian  who  eats  snakes-of  a  Caffir  who  eats  rats- 
of  a  Frenchman,  who  eats  tainted  meat  and  frogs —  of  an 
Englishman  and  German  who  eats  perywinkels  and  snails, 
even  of  an  Indian  who  devours  lizards  and  toads  is  intrin- 
sically not  inferior. 

We  depend  too  much  in  ever^'thing,  even  in  eating  and 
drinking  on  conventional  taste.  But  no  matter  what  we 
eat,  we  must  have  at  least  four  elements,  viz:  Oxygen,  Hy- 
drogen, Nitrogen  and  Carbon.  How  few  people  seem  to 
realize  the  fact,  that  food  (a  part  from  the  pleasure  of  eat- 
ing) can  only  have  two  uses  in  the  animal  economy  : 

l.st.  To  keep  the  body  in  a  ceitain  bulk.  2nd.  To  keep 
up  a  certain  temperature.  Do  we  decrease  the  bulk  or  weight 
(as  in  muscular  atrophy),  we  reduce  the  power  of  motion, 
till  the  machinery  has  to  stop  frou)  wimt  of  fluid  to  keep  up 
the  necessary  elasticity.  Df»  we  increase  the  bulk,  (as  in 
hypertrophy)  we  also  eventually  impede  locomotion,  from 
the  increased  specific  gravity  and  the  congestion  and  phleg- 
masia of  the  muscular  tissue  etc. 

On  the  other  hand  should  we  increase  the  caloric  of  the 
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body  by  only  one  degree  we  induce  a  fever,  do  we  rediuo 
it  one  degree  and  we  have  a  chill. 

The  aforesaid  principle  needs  no  further  explanation,  for 
no  one  would  be  so  foolish  as  to  put  carbon  (coal  or  wood) 
into  a  stove  in  summer,  and  yet,  how  many  put  it,  that  is 
to  say  carbon  or  heat  producing  food  into  their  stomachs  in 
the  form  of  animal  fats,  and  meats  fried  in  fat,  three  times 
a  day  until /the  tire  is  smothered  by  lack  of  oxygen  to  per- 
meate, and  instead  of  the  necessary  heat,  cold  is  the  result  ; 
having  for  its  sequela  distended  and  engorged  mucous 
membrane,  sooner  or  later  followed  by  relaxation,  common- 
ly called  chronic  catarrh  (mucorhea)  and  we  blame  divine 
providence — the  weather — walking  on  damp  ground — lack 
of  over-shoes — the  (*limate,  anything  and  everything  but 
the  right  thing,  and  since  nearly  every  prominent  corner  in 
every  city  in  the  U.  S.  is  a  drug-store,  if  not  already  a  sa- 
loon, it  proves  that  we  are  intidels  in  regard  to  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  expect  some  mysterious  nostrum  to  stand  god- 
father for  that  Elixir  of  life,  which  proper  Hygiene  alone 
can  supply.  Since  pure  water  and  pure  air  are  as  much  an 
aliment  as  beef  steak  and  potatoes  and  yet  so  rare,  it  is  easy 
to  comprehend,  how  epidenncs  are  so  destructive,  and  chol- 
era, small  pox,  yellow  fever  and  black  plague  a  scare-crow 
over  the  land. 

The  writer  of  these  lines  once  predicted  the  cholera  in 
Marseilles.  Scarcely  had  he  arrived  in  Paris,  when  they 
died  to  the  tune  of  two  hundred  a  day.  it  is  not  necessary 
to  travel  around  with  expensive  microscopes  to  find  out 
whether  cholera  is  sporadic  or  Asiatic,  Endemic  or  Epidemic, 
simple  or  malignant — if  people  die  from  it  that  is  fact 
enough. 

What  is  the  use,  finding  out  by  profound  investigation 
at  government  expense  whethei*  the  disease  is  caused  by  a 
germ  or  a  germ  causes  the  disease,  if  it  cannot  be  arrested 
in  its  incipiency.  Is  it  not  self  evident,  that  wherever  the 
conditions  are  favorable,  wherever  there  is  a  suitable  nidus, 
the  germ  takes  root,  be  it  infusoria,   bacteria,  or  any  thing 
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else ;  in  other  words ;  fungi  do  not  produce  a  dark  damp 
i-ellar,  but  a  dark  damp  cellar  produces  fungi.  If  we  wish 
to  find  out  much  of  the  causes  of  diseases  now  pitsvalent, 
be  they  local  (or  sporadic)  general  (or  epidemic)  we  need 
not  waste  much  time  nor  ••brain-sweat.'' 

In  chemical  language  the  causes  are  nitrogenous — carlxm- 
aceous-^ulphuretic — alkaline  or  acetic  ;  hut  without  going 
to  Latin  or  Greek  Lexicons,  we  have  a  little  home  spun 
word  of  Anglo-Sjixcm  simplicity,  call  it  I) — I — R — T,  dirt 
in  a  solid — a  liquid — or  a  gaseous  form.  Some  gobble  it 
down  with  spoonsful,  others  ^^ip  it  daintily  out  of  gilt  gob- 
lets, still  others,  like  winged  (creatures  take  it  out  of  the  air. 
In  large  cities  many  people  cannot  get  a  wiflF  of  the  '*rosy 
ether"  which  the  Lord  of  Creation  poured  out  two  hundred 
miles  deep,  except  on  rare  occassion  such  as  the  4th.  of  July, 
when  they  will  expand  their  lungs  and  vociferate  about  *'the 
gloricms  liberty  of  the  United  States  *  where  every  man  is 
animated  *'with  the  breath  of  freedom." 

In  most  lanes  of  the  larger  cities,  that  ingredient  dirt  can 
be  scooped  up  in  shovelsfui,  thusmany  a  field  of  cabbage  has 
l>ecn  robbed  out  of  its  just  legjicy.  With  what  accommodat- 
ing r^kill  too  some  products  of  the  earth  have  been  changed; 
take  for  instance  corn  and  oats ;  some  turn  its  sacharine  el- 
ements into  a  ferment  and  extract  those  spirits  which  hear 
no  prayer.  Some  have  used  it  in  case  of  necessity  in  stoves 
as  fuel,  thus  manage  to  keep  the  temperature  of  the  body 
warm  at  one  time  from  the  inside,  at  another  from  the  out- 
.side.  Corn  or  oats  when  given  to  the  e<|uine  species  is  con- 
verted into  horse-flesh,  and  manifests  great  muscular  energy  ; 
when  given  to  a  Scotchman  (in  the  form  of  mush)  it  makes 
brain,  sinew  and  mental    calibre. 

As  before  remarked,  it  would  be  no  breach  of  truth  to 
divide  our  living  substance  into  solids,  liquids  and  gases  ; 
the  term  food  being  relative  and  rather  vague,  as  most  people 
mean  by  it  that  which  we  masticate  with  our  teeth,  they  say 
oamely,  that  they  drink  to  their  food  ;  more  accurate  would 
it  be  to  say,  if  we  examiiie  their  bill  of  fare  particularly  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


392  ST.  LOUIS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 

the  Slimmer,  that  they  ea^  to  their  drinks.  A  man  in  Quiiu-y 
informed  the   writer  that  he  C4)uld   drink  twelve  ghijf»e>  of 
beer,  while  the  town  clock  strikes  twelve.    A  saloon  keeprr 
in  St.  Louis  avows  that  half  a  keg  of  luer  a  day  is  liis  aver- 
age daily   beverage,   and  after  dinniM-,  if  he  eats  any  at  all, 
a  good  punch  fills  up  the  last  crevice  in  his  capacious  paunch. 
Imagine  to  what  extent  that  little  three  pint  measure  under 
his  apron  string  would  have  to  be  stretched.   Is  it  any  won- 
der, if  such  an  individual's  facial    prominence   is  tinctured 
with  more  generous  complexion,   assumes  a  more  nisy  hue, 
than  is  generally  admissible  in  polite  society.     Any  wonder 
if  the  stomach    becomes   seditious,  the  liver  rel>els,  and  the 
kidneys  set  up  an  insurrection  against  the  rest  of  the  vitals? 
The  immortal  word-painter  of  Stratford  on|the  Avon,  long 
before.  Palcy  thought   of  the  divine  adaptation  of  things, 
said:    **Food  for  the   stomach   and  the   stomach   for  food  ; 
how  many  there  are,  who  have  to  walk  around  to  get  an  ap- 
petite for  their  breakfast?  how  many  more,  who  walk  around 
to  get  a  breakfast  for  their  appetite? 

I  firmly  believe  however,  that  outside  of  the  celestial  em- 
pire of  <mr  almond  eyed  brethern,  more  people  are  fed  to 
death  than  starved  to  death. 

In  the  states,  where  some  one  hyperbolically  remarked, 
that  one  half  the  people  board,  the  other  half  are  boarders, 
one  would  suppose  that  cooking  had  become  a  fine  art  of 
scientific  accuracy,  to  that  extent  at  least  as  to  adapt  the 
food  for  the  stomach.  Not  so  however;  with  the  assistance 
of  French  cooks  and  fashion  no  time  or  expense  has  been 
spared  to  make  the  table  look  pretty  to  the  sight  ,th(mgh 
obnoxious  to  many  a  gastric  juice  of  anglo-saxon  origin  : 
until  the  mucou^  membrane  has  been  worn  threadbare  in  the 
attempt  to  get  rid  of  the  fermenting  mass  of  irritating  in- 
compatil)les,  and  at  last,  forced  t(»  shut  up  shop,  compelled 
its  possessor  to  *'seek  new  fields  and  pastures  green". 

We  do  not  live  to  eat,  but  eat  to  live  ;  and  since  to  live 
well,  wf»  must  eat  well :  no  chnmically  dyspeptic  stomach,, 
or  cyanosi'd  liver  can  supply  the  brain  ii#5sue  with  proper  nu 
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triment,  so  that,  apart  from  knowing  the  Spectrovscopic 
lines  of  a  distant  star,  it  is  not  too  material  or  puerile  to 
know  the  lines  of  demarcation  between  chemical  affinity  and 
disaffinity  in  our  iniresta.  Apart  from  understanding  the 
parallelogram  of  forces  or  the  beauty  of  conic  sections,  it 
is  no  detriment  to  know  in  addition  the  symetry  of  a  good 
wholesome  ''square  meal."  If  it  is  in  accordance  with  so- 
cial order  to  have  national  arbitration,  so  it  is  proper  and 
legitimate  to  esta!>lish  physiological  arbitration  between  our- 
selves and  those  members  of  <mr  body  which  furnish  for 
assimilation  our  nutritive  fluids.  If  we  boast  to  be  able  to 
hold  friendly  confabs  almost  simultaneously  with  all  nations, 
why  not  establish  a  basis  of  mutual  understanding  between 
(mr  brains  and  our  stomachs? 

There  is  scarcely  a  bakery  in  Chicago  or  St.  Louis  that 
makes  a  good  wholesome  loaf  of  the  "staff  of  life."  The 
public  taste  demands  of  the  miller,  that  the  flcmr  be  pulver- 
ized and  sifted,  until  nothing  very  substantial  is  left,  and 
the  baker  finishes  what  is  left  by  fermenting  the  gluten,  till 
it  becomes  sour,  unpalatable  and  absolutely  injurious  ;  yet 
if  the  bread  was  sweet  and  nourishing,  very  few  would  want 
to  buy  it. 

But  '*man  does  not  live  on  bread  alone."  No  !  If  a  cow 
has  to  ruminate  for  several  stomachs,  as  popular  parlance 
has  it,  we  have  to  ruminate  (figuratively  speaking)  for  many 
more,  every  faculty  requires  to  be  fed,  and  in  the  proper 
nourishment  of  every  normal  faculty  with  its  own  appro- 
priate mental  pabulum  together  with  the  substratum  of  a 
good  healthy  digestion,  there  exists  life's  enjoyment,  and 
the  key  to  real  happiness ;  a  happiness  which  would  be 
decreased  by  seeing  others  in  distress,  and  augmented  by 
seeing  others  happy,  until  at  last  like  a  centrifugal  aura  it 
would  throw  its  gladdening  lustre  upon  all  around. 
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RHEUMATIC  GOUT— NOVEL  REMEDY. 

JAME18  BGAN,  M.  D. 

in  February  1884  Mr.  Waldeii  Engel,  a  brewer,  applied 
to  me  for  treatment  of  what  be  described  as  Rheumatism.  I 
prescribed  Chloroform  Liniment  andalsoaliniment  of  equal 
parts  of  Oil  of  Wintergreen  and  Olive.  Being  a  stout  fluid 
subject  addicted  to  drinking  malt  liquor  I  deemed  him  a 
suitable  case  for  the  alkaline  treatment.  Neither  my  treat- 
ment nor  that  of  others  to  whom  he  had  previously  presented 
himself  availed  to  cure  or  even  relieve  him.  At  the  time 
he  declined  further  service  from  me  he  was  unable  to  stand 
upi>n  or  use  his  feet  in  any  way  and  was  obliged  to  cmwl 
upon  his  knees.  Business  demanded  his  presence  at  the 
brewei-y  and  he  was  only  too  glad  to  adopt  any  treatment 
that  would  enable  him  to  resume  his  work  as  brewer.  This 
was  furnished  him  by  a  customer,  a  saloon  keeper  in  Racine 
whose  name  I  do  not  know.  The  remedy  was  unique  hut 
effectual.  I  give  it  in  Mr.  Engels  own  words  as  near  as 
possible.  '*Take  a  sufficient  quantity  of  urine  and  heat  it 
and  then  immerse  the  affected  feet  in  it  up  to  the  ankles. 
Keep  them  there  until  they  beccnne  cold..  This  will  occur 
long  before  the  cooling  of  the  |>ediluvium.  One  application 
will  in  geneml  suffice  ;  if  not  it  can  be  repeated." 

Of  the  facts  as  above  related  there  can  be  no  doubt.  It 
mrty  be  said  by  some  that  it  was  a  coincident  and  that  the 
disease  had  run  its  course  and  i-ecovery  would  have  taken 
place  any  way.  This  will  not  hold  as  the  patient  was  in 
extreme  pain  when  he  immersed  his  feet  and  was  free  from 
pain  when  he  took  them  out.  I  would  like  to  know  if  any 
one  has  ever  beard  of  the  urine  remedy  before.  From  what 
I  can  learn  the  urine  treatment  of  disease  is  common  in  some 
parts  of  Europe,  as  I  have  heard  it  recommended  in  colds 
with  aphonia. 
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PRACTICAL  THERAPEUTICS. 

L.   H.  WASHINGTON,  M.   D. 


KCZEMA. 

Carbonate  of  Lead,  2  drachms  ;  Sulphate  of  Morphia,  10 
grains  ;  Chloroform,  2  drachms  ;  Glycerine,  2  ounces.  Mix. 
For  external  use  in  eczema  rubrum.   Dr.  E.  Haller. 

A  case  of  eczema  on  the  neck  and  shoulders  of  a  lady 
aged  40  years  came  under  my  care.  She  had  been  treated 
with  all  the  remedies  mentioned  in  works  on  skin  diseases 
without  benefit,  I  prescribed  as  a  wash  : 

Chloral  hydrate,  5  grains  ;  distilled  water,  1  ounce,  and 
in  the  short  space  of  five  days  the  eruption  had  entirely  dis- 
appeared, also  all  burning,  and  other  symptoms  of  the  dis- 
order.    Dr.  Wm.  M.  Bemus. 

To  alleviate  the  intense  itching  and  irritation  which  at- 
tends chronic  eczema  and  other  forms  of  skin  disease,  ap- 
ply an  ointment  of  half  a  drachm  of  subnitrate  of  bismuth 
to  an  ounce  of  simple  ointment,  rubbed  up  with  a  little  spirits 
of  wine.     Dr.  M'*Call  Anderson. 

In  the  various  forms  of  eczema  1  find  few  articles  of  more 
value  than  sulphuric  acid.  I  use  it  in  the  strength  of  ten 
to  thirty  drops  of  the  pure  acid  to  the  ounce  of  oil  of  sweet 
almonds.  Mix  thoroughly  and  apply  to  the  effected  part 
two  or  three  times  a  day.     Dr.  Williams. 

I  have  frequently  used  with  good  eifect  an  ointment  con- 
taining chloral  hydrate  30  to  60  grains  to  the  ounce  in  ec- 
zema and  other  allied  affections.  I  believe  it  to  be  one  of 
the  best  applications  in  such  cases.      Dr/Wm.  Craig. 

Lime  water  is  highly  recommended  in  eczema  of  the  head 
and  impetigo  of  the  face  in  children,  esj)ecially  in  (chronic 
cases  which  have  resisted  other  treatment.  A  marked  im- 
provement is  noticed  after  using  it  for  eight  days.  It  is  to 
be  taken  in  quantities  up  to  half  a  pint,  according  to  the  age 
of  the  patient,  and  if  the  secretion  is  very  irritant  to  dust 
the  part  with  carbonate  of  magnesia. 
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Dr.  Taylor  of  Charity  Hospital,  New  York,  uses  fi'e(|uetir 
applications  of  very  hot  water  in  dry  eczema,  glycerine  and 
water  in  the  intervals  being  applied  on  lint.  In  moist  ecze- 
n)a  the  hot  water  he  says  does  harm,  though  a  few  ablutions 
may  be  used  to  relieve  burning  pruritus  in  the  most  severe 
stage.  Glycerine  and  black  wash  on  lint  is  a  favorite  ap- 
plication. In  both  varieties  an  alkaline  cathartic  is  used. 
The  lead  and  opium  wash,  with  a  little  glycerine  is  also 
recommended  for  the  moist  varieties.  For  dry  eczema  he 
uses  the  following : 

Powdered  Starch,  1  ounce ;  Oxide  of  Zinc,  1-2  ounce; 
powdered  Camphor,  1,1-5  ounces.     Mix. 

This  must  be  made  into  a  perfectly  impalpable  powder, 
and  frequently  and  thickly  dusted  over  the  efifet^ted  skin,  or 
rubbed  into  fine  lint  and  applied. 

For  eczema  capitis,  an  oxide  of  zinc  and  mercury  oint- 
ment is  used  after  the  scabs  have  been  loosened  by  glycer- 
ine, and  gentle  manipulation  with  a  comb,  and  removed. 
Bismuth  may  be  used  in  the  place  of  the  oxide  of  zinc,  and 
camphor  added  to  lessen  pruritus.  The  childs  diet  is  to  be 
carefully  regulated,  milk  being  given  it  for  food  in  prefer- 
ence to  any  thing  else,  a  little  bread  and  milk  may  als^)  l>e 
used. 

Cases  of  acute  eczema  speedily  recover  if  the  patients  are 
placed  upcm  an  unstimulating  diet,  and  have  soothing  appli- 
cations to  the  skin.  In  acute  general  eczema  the  alkaline 
and  bran  baths  are  very  valuable,  and  local  applications  of 
olive  oil  and  lime  water,  or  lead  loti<ms.  When  the  disease 
has  somewhat  subsided,  the  internal  administration  of  ar- 
senic and  the  local  application  of  zinc  ointment  hasten  the 
cure.  In  the  case  of  a  gentlemen  who  was  gouty  and  had 
albuminuria,  colchicum  with  magnesia  (|uickly  removed  the 
malady.  These  remedies  are  very  valuable  in  (chronic  ec- 
zema occurring  in  persons  of  a  gouty  habit.  Indeed  in  e<-- 
zema,  the  importance  of  looking  for  s<mie  diathesis  cannr)t 
be  overestimated      The  disease  often   resists  cure  till  such 
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constitutional!  vice  has  lieen  di^^covereA  and  corrected.  I 
recently  cured  a  gentleinnn  of  gouty  eczenie  with  liquor  po- 
tash in  30  iiiinini  doses,  given  with  compound  infusion  of 
«r**ntian  3  time^  u  day. 

In  chronic  eczenia  of  the  hands  arsenic  almost  invaribly 
does  irood,  and,  as  a  local  application,  the  diluted  nitrate  of 
mer^-ury  ointment.  For  eczema  of  the  axillar  which  is  fre- 
quently accompanied  by  boils  the  internal  administration  of 
perchloride  of  mercury,  and  the  local  application  of  mercu- 
rial ointment,  are  almost  a  specific.  The  combination  of 
iron  with  sul])hate  of  ma<rnesia  is  most  valuable  in  eczema 
in  anaemic  young  women  with  constipated  bowels.  I  give 
the  sulphate  of  iron  in  3  or  4  grain  doses.  In  hna^mic  young 
men  tincture  perchloride  of  iron  in  at  least  half-drachm  doses 
answers  better.  I  quickly  cured  a  medical  student  of  ecze- 
ma of  the  legs  by  this  treatment,  when  other  remedies  pre- 
scribed by  a  specialist  had  failed.  In  cronic  eczema  of  the 
face  an  ointment  of  equal  parts  of  white  precipitate  oint- 
ment and  either  zinc  or  compound  subacetate  of  lead  oint- 
ment is  very  useful.  Sometimes,  especially  where  the  hairy 
parts  are  affected,  the  nitrate  of  mercury  ointment  succeeds 
better.  In  eczema  of  the  li|)s  a  private  patient  has  derived 
great  benefit  from  an  oiiitment  of  almond  oil,  vellow  bees- 
wax,  honey,  and  oxide  of  zinc ;  I  have  cured  two  cases  of 
eczema  of  the  nostrils  by  the  application  of  dilute  nitrate  of 
mercury  ointment.  It  is  best  diluted  with  vaseline.  Prep- 
arations of  tar  are  of  great  use  in  some  cases  of  chronic  lo- 
cal eczema,  but  all  skins  are  not  tolerant  of  them.  Patients 
subject  to  chronic  eczema  should  as  a  rule,  avoid  salt  meats, 
soups,  sweets,  acids,  fruits,  pastry,  and  raw  vegetables. 

Eczema  in  young  children  is  frequently  a  very  trouble- 
some malady,  probably  owing  to  the  disturbing  influence  of 
dentition.  In  children  a  few  months  old,  where  the  disease 
is  syphilitic,  I  give  grey  powder  night  and  morning  and  ap- 
ply a  mercurial  ointment.  When  the  disease  has  somewhat 
subsided,  I  give  the  syrup  of  iodide  of  iron.  In  non-vsyph- 
ilitic  eczema,  after  correcting  any  error  in  diet  and  attend- 
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ing  to  the  state  of  the  secretions,  I  prescribe  the  ferro-arseii- 
icdl  mixture  of  Erasmus  Wilson  and  apply  the  zinc  ointment 
and  generally  with  the  happiest  results.  It  is  very  impcH'tant 
in  this,  as  in  all  forms  of  eczema,  that  the  treatment  should 

r 

extend  over  a  considerable  time,  in  sc»me  cases  six  mouths  . 
In  eczema  of  the  scalp,  and  generally  in  empi*tiginous  ecze- 
ma, after  renu)vai  of  the  scabs  by  poultices  and  oil,  the  local 
application  the  ointment  hydrargi  cum  plumbo  of  the  skin 
hospital,  is  invaluable.  Eczematous children  are  almost  in- 
variably benefitted  by  cDd-liver  oil.     Dr.  J.  B.   Bradburry. 

Eczema  Intertrigo  of  Infants. — Acetate  of  lead,  30  grains  ; 
dilute  acetic  acid,  2 drachms;  glycerine,  1,1-2  ounces  ;  rose 
water,  enough  to  make  8  ounces.  Mix.  Wash  the  s(n*e  parts 
well  with  soap  and  water,  diy  carefully  then  apply  the  above. 
Dr.  H.  B.  Hodges  states  that  he  has  never  known  this  to 
fail  to  cure  the  disL*ase.     He  uses  no  internal  medication. 

In  eczema  of  cliildrec  affecting  the  head  the  following 
formula  has  proved  of  great  service:  Salicylic  Acid,  30grs; 
Spermacetic  ointment,  2,1-2  drachms;  Oil  of  Theobroma, 
5,  1-5  drachms.     Make  ointment. 

Subnitrate  of  Bismuth,  1  to  2  drachms;  Bicarbonate  of 
8oda,  2  drachms  ;  Powd.  Ginger  40  grains.  Mix  and  divide 
into  12  powder.  Dose,  one  powder  after  each  meal.  A  good 
corrective  in  eczema,  acne  and  dyspepsia. 

Soothing  and  cleansing  both  in  sub-acute  eczema  and 
psoriasis:  carbonate  of  Potash,  4  ounces;  carbonate  of 
Soda,  3  ounces  ;  powd.  Borax,  2  our^ces.  Mix,  use  in  a  30 
gallon  bath  with  half  a  pound  of  starch,  (jelatin,  one  pound 
may  be  substituted  for  the  starch,  or  bran,  a  pound  or  two, 
soaked  in  a  muslin  bag. 

MUTUAL  EXCHANGE. 

RELLUM. 


Some  p('o[)le  are  so  profoundly  utilitarian,  as  to  overlook 
the  fact  that  the  beautiful  and  the  useful  should  go  hand  in 
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lijind  ;  .so  materialistically  selfish  as  to  Sv*e  no  order,  nosynu*- 
Uy,  no  harmony  in  any  thinjr.  The  tir-t  question  they  ask 
themselves  is:  **does  it  pay?*'  A  ruhy  is  interestinjr  <>nly 
as  a  pivotal  fulcrum  for  the  wheels  of  a  watch — a  diamond 
valuable  only  as  a  pebl»le  with  which  to  scratcii  glass.  A  plant 
has  no  utility  above  the  c<nnmercial  value  of  a  scourin^r  rush. 
A  domesticated  animal  is  s<»  much  pioperty  in  l(»co-motion. 
it  may  be  used,  abused,  illtreated,  starved  or  beaten  to  death 
according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  owner  who  ''bought  and  paid 
for  it.*'  Still  more  s<«  a  human  being  is  simply  considered 
as  "a  hand*'  cmt  of  whi<h  so  much  profit  will  accrue,  should 
a  hundred  risk  their  lives  endeavoring  to  give  profit  to  their 
*Mnasterv"  and  loose  them,  it  is  only  so  many '* hands"  lost, 
.  and  easily  replaced  by  others,  while  the  loss  of  a  hundred 
horses  would  be,  if  not  painful  to  his  feelings  at  least  mor- 
tifying to  his  {foctet. 

As  a  refreshing  contrast,  there  are  those  who  see  beauty 
as  well  as  utility  in  organization  ;  that  shaping  into  form  of 
cosmic  matter,  which  enables  us  to  classify  knowledge  and 
establish  science  the  emb(»diment  of  truth.  Order  is  the 
primogenitor  of  science,  we  can  trace  it  retrospectively 
thnmgh  the  mystic  eons  of  time  to  a  point,  where  the  crea- 
ative  fiat  called  atoms  into  m(»lecules,  molecules  into  cells, 
cells  into  tissue,  tissue  t<»  become  organs,  and  organs  to  be- 
come systems  of  animals  and  plants. 

An  endless  chain  of  causes  with  their  effects — the  effects 
again  to  become  in  turn  causes. 

How  intricate  and  yet  how  simple  !  The  beauty  of  nature 
is  in  its  simplicity.  A  few  dozen  elements  as  in  kaleidosco- 
pic playfulness  ever  undergoing  change,  yet  under  the  stub- 
l)orn  will  of  law.  A  few  dozen  elements,  most  wisely 
^-ombined  (we  arrange  them  somewhat  arbitrarily  into 
kingdoms,  classes,  orders,  families,  genera,  species  etc) 
iomprises  all  that  is  gone  before  us  in  time,  all  that  is  gone 
iMjfore  US  in  point  of  gradation.  Should  we  go  to  where  Au- 
rora tinsels  nocturnal  skies  into  fairy  scenes,   and  Boreal  fi 
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ords  are  silvered  with  the  crystal  flakt^s  of  an  age  ;  should  we 
go  to  where  honey  and  luscicms  fruit  carry  fragrant  odors 
over  the  sweltering  sand,  or  where  j)ilgrinis  find  shelter  and 
comfort  on  a  refreshing  Oase,  or  where  the  tropicitl  chief 
of  the  sky  has  spread  on  the  fainting  landscape  his  purple 
cloak,  yet  all  we  find  is  comprised  in  a  few  d<»zen  elements: 
the  difference  marks  but  the   workmanship. 

And  how  do  theyassert  themselve-5?  Whatever  exists  is 
held  up  between  two  antipodal  yet  well  balanced  forces,  call 
then)  whatever  you  please  ;  attraction  and  repulsion — cen- 
tripetal and  cenlrifugal-heat  and  cold-magnetisu)  and  elec- 
tricty — negative  and  positive  ;  one  thing  is  certain,  it  is  one 
force  that  builds  up,  and  a  corresponding  one  that  tears 
down,  the  point  of  balance  between  these  extremes  reveals 
us  the  ever  mutable,  yet  inexhaustible  forms,  gives  variety 
and  spice  to  the  living,  and  new  hope  to  the  slumbering — 
the  dead,  yet  nothing  wasted.  On  principles  of  the  most 
scrupulous  economy,  the  creative  fiat  from  time  immem- 
orable  has  lost  no  chip  -no  dust — no  atom — but  what  has 
been  metamorphosed  into  new  objects  of  beauty  and  utility. 
When  animal  or  vegetable  forms  cease  to  be  useful,  we 
are  admonished  to  place  them  underground — but  deposing 
them  under  ground,  up  springs  new  obje(^ts  clothed  with 
additional  lu^auty,  and  so  the  exchange  is  mutual — without 
coercion  and  without  end.  Even  man — the  *'keyston«  of 
creation,"  though  >vith  omnivenms  palate  devouring  pro- 
ductions of  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  but  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  globe  in  turn  feed  on  him.  There  is  no  aristo- 
(rracy  among  the  elements,  we  borrow  from  all  and  we 
exchange  to  all.  Nay  more,  the  very  sap  that  circulates 
in  a  thistle  or  a  tree,  is  somewhat  dependent  on  the  crimson 
fluid  that  circulates  in  man,  and  the  nerve  ganglia  that 
blossom  in  man's  brain,  are  no  more  divine,  than  the  cells 
that   blossom   on  the  humblest   meadow. 

Everywhere  the  order  of  things  is:  mutual  support  by 
mutual  exchange  ;  the  tendril  clings  to  the  proximate  vine, 
he  vine  to  the   nearest  sapling,  the  sapling  to  the  adjacent 
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tree — an  everla?*ting  interdependence  between  the  living  and 
the  dead,  and  nothing  has  any  right  to  say  ;  "I  have  no  need 
of  thee." 

Thus  far  everything  glides  along  harmoniously.  There  is 
no  gibing  and  jarring  even  in  what  seems  to  be  catastrophies. 
The  entire  astral  and  planetary  system — our  nearest  fixed 
star  (the  sun)-the  interior  and  exterior  primaries,  their  di- 
urnal and  orbital  revolution-the  satellites,  comets  and  me- 
teorites all  obey  the  law  of  progressive  advancement  with 
hairsbreadth  accuracy.  The  earth's  upheaving  bosom — the 
burning  volcanoes — the  proudest  geysers — the  richest  miner- 
al veins  and  every  ''footstep  of  creation"  does  not  deviate 
one  iota  from  its  accustomed    regularity. 

Even  chemical  elements  form  many  friendly  associations 
by  their  affinities,  demonstrating  that  they  agree  to  com- 
bine, or  else  agree  to  disagree,  and  separate,  and  there  the 
friendly  quarrel  ends.  Can  we  say  the  same  in  social  affairs? 
Alas!  Between  the  proprietor  of  a  metropolitan  palace,  and 
the  sojourner  in  a  rural  hamlet  there  exists  an  impassable 
gulf,  and  accidental  financial  di8j)arity  but  too  often  cry*<- 
tallizes  into  mutual  hatred  that  never  ceases  till  death  throws 
the  mantle  of  oblivion  over  both. 

We  see  how  a  colony  of  ants  work  on  in  reciprocal  friend- 
ship— bees  in  conmion  store  up  honey  for  future  common 
use — "birds  of  one  feather  flock  together,"  they  do  not 
look  with  envy  or  contempt  upon  their  neighbors.  Sheep 
and  cattle  browse  upon  the  same  pasture-ground  in  hap- 
py contentment,  yet  many  thousands  of  the  "Lords  im- 
age," however  industrious,  economical  and  sober  are  suf- 
fering and  in  want,  scarcely  able  to  earn  enough  "to  keep 
body  and  soul  together"  when  well,  and  absoutely  destitute 
when  ill.  We  boast,  and  not  without  foundation,  about  our 
labor-saving  machinery;  one  machine  does  as  much  work 
as  fifty — a  hundred  or  a  thousand  "hands,"  truly  a  triumph 
of  brains  over  mere  muscular  power.  But  a  thousand  'hands' 
represent  a  thousand  mouths  that  need  to  be  fed — a  thous- 
and bodies  that  have  to  be  clothed,   and  the  same   number 
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that  have  to  l>e  sheltered,  who  carejs  for  theiii  whea  tml  of 
employment?  The  coiisiequeiice  is  ;  competition  has  become 
greater  from  year  to  year  and  from  month  to  month,  and 
every  new  triumph  of  the  inventive  genious  represents  so 
many  '••hands"  thrown  out;  thus  capital  has  steadily  drifted 
by  accident,  cunning,  forethought  or  luck  into  the  hands  of 
the  few,  till  now  between  the  man  who  works  the  machine, 
or  made  it,  and  the  man  who  owiis  it,  there  exists  no  symp- 
athy and  though  we  have  the  glorious  news,  that  one  man 
can  turn  out  as  much  as  a  hundred  men  could  heretofoie, 
sad  is  the  reflection  also  that  the  inability  to  live,  with  noth- 
ing earned  is  correspondingly  increased,  so  much  so  as  to 
create  a  veritable  system  of  cast,  and  individual  self-dom  has 
debarred  a  <-onimon  understanding,  prevented  arbitration 
and  destroyed  the  public  harmony  in  evei-y  department  of 
life,  until  we  have  nothing  but  strife,  discontent,  trade-quar- 
rels, strikes,  and  labor-insurrections  against  capital,  as  if 
it  was  the  fault  of  capital,  and  not  the  lack  of  harmonious 
lawful  distribution  of  the  san^e  for  labor.  What  is  the  <n>f>d 
of  it  even  if  every  minister  had  **a  call,"  every  professional 
obtained  his  fee,  every  tradesman  his  vvork,  and  every 
laborer  his  job?  if  with  the  same  system  of  iK>litical  econ- 
omy the  rich  get  richer  and  the  poor  poorer."  It  is  self 
evident  that  we  must  overcome  social  and  commercial  dis- 
rord  upon  a  more  rational, moie  humane  basis.  We  must 
more  than  ever  co-operate  our  product iv^e  energies,  we  nmst 
feel  that  our  own  happiness  depends  to  a  large  extent  upon 
that  of  every  body  else,  if  we  are  **but  part  of  one  stupen- 
dous whole,  whose  body  nature  is  and  God  the  soul." 

By  the  most  perfect  cooperation  we  bring  about  the  most 
harmonious  mutual  exchange  ;  we  thereby  diminish  expenses 
increase  profits  and  eventually  bring  about  fniternal  union 
instead  of  conflict  between  capital  and  labor,  when  eacrh 
will  only  be  satisfied,  when  every  one  enjoys  the  fruits  of 
his  own  production,  and  have  leisure  enough  left  for  recre- 
ation and  thought.  Then  only  and  not  till  then,  strikes 
and  contentions   will  cease — union  and    non-union    quanels 
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will  cease — trade  and  professional  ewvy  will  cease ;  even 
aggressive  wars  will  be  at  an  end,  and  the  way  prepared  for 
establisliing  connnunitres  with  one  common  interest,  when 
the  grief  of  one  member  will  be  felt  by  all,  and  the  joy  and 
glad  tidings  of  one,  be  the  joy  and  glad  tidings  of  all,  and 
every  one  realize  in /ac^,  the  long  predicted  though  never 
yet  realized  prophesy  of  old  :  '*Life — Liberty — and  the 
pursuit  of  Happiness."  Then  the  Janus  gates  of  war  will 
be  for  ever  closed  and  the  white  banner  of  freedom  unfurl- 
ed to  wave  immaculate  over  the  mutually  happy  and  .so- 
dally  free. 


AGUE  AND  FEVER, 

B.  ACH6LOR. 


The  history  of  Ague  in  the  United  States  is  that  it  prevails 
with  the  greatest  malignity  when  the  country  is  first  settled, 
and  the  principal  crop  raised  is  corn,  and  nearly  disappears 
when  the  soil  has  been  long  cultivated  and  the  principal  crop 
raised  is  wheat.  Among  scientific  writers  nobody  doubts 
that  it  is  propagated  by  a  disease  germ ;  among  the  illiterate 
and  ignorant  it  is  seen  in  cucumbers,  poor  melons,  lying  in 
the  sunshine,  being  out  in  the  night  air  and  morning  dew, 
stagnant  ponds,  miasma  and  malarial ;  and  many  other  things 
either  real  or  imaginary. 

The  discovery  of  encisted  venoms  and  the  many  different 
practical  experiments  made  with  serpents  venom,  the  ven- 
omous discharge  from  the  sore  heels  of  Texas  cattle  bitten 
by  the  heel  fly  of  Texas,  and  with  the  milk  sick  fly  of  Illi- 
nois, show  -conclusively  that  all  those  local  diseases  that 
occur  annually  at  a  certain  season  of  the  year,  and  subsides 
as  soon  as  that  season  of  the  year  is  past,  are  all  due  to  en- 
cisted venoms.  Man  is  attacked  with  too  different  orders 
of  venoracms  insects,  one  is  the  mosquito,  the  other  has  no 
name  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  language,  it  is  called  the  Gehena 
in  Arabic,  which  means  the  curse  of  God  ;  it  is  called  Garib 
Gez  in  Persian,  which  means,  '*bite  the  stranger."    On  the 
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west  African  Coast  it  is  called  the  Tampan  which  means  the 
Devils  dance. 

In  Greek  Scorpio  ;  atChagres,  Rico,  which  means  a  stran- 
ger. Yellow  Fever,  Chagres  Fever,  Tonto  Fever,  the  Syriaa 
plague,  the  Black  plague  and  Black  Desith,  are  different  dis- 
ese?*  produced  by  diffeient  species  of  the  same  order.  Yellow 
Fever  and  Black  Death  is  the  same  disease ;  the  Syrian  plague 
and  Black  plague  are  all  the  same.  Of  this  order  only  one 
species  has  ever  been  transplanted  from  its  natural  habitat 
which  is  near  the  line  of  the  tropics,  and  soon  perishes  north 
of  latitude  32.  The  mosquito  is  one  of  the  few  insects  or 
animals  in  existence  without  a  single  cogener  on  both  sides 
of  the  equator.  From  the  line  of  the  tropics  to  the  arctic 
circle,  where  ever  the  earth  is  densely  shaded  with  vega- 
tion  there  is  mosquitoes,  there  is  Ague  and  Fever ;  where 
the  land  is  cultivated  in  wheat,  oats,  or  rye,  and  consequent- 
ly is  bare  in  midsummer  there  is  no  mosquitoes,  and  no  chills 
and    fever. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  test  this 
assertion  in  the  city,  the  villages  and  the  rural  districts, 
where  the  sleeping  apartments  are  infested  with  mosquitoes 
there  is  intermittent  fever,  while  those  families  not  troubled 
with  mosquitoes  have  no  intermittent  fever.  Apply  this 
rule  to  any  section  of  any  country,  either  large  or  small, 
the  country  that  has  mosquitoes  has  intermittent  fever,  no 
mosquitoes,  no  intermittent  fever. 

All  venoms  have  certain  qualities  that  are  nearly  the  same 
and  other  qualities  that  are  peculiar. 

The  venom  of  serpents,  of  the  Illinois  milk-sick  fly  and 
the  heel  fly  of  Texas,  from  various  practical  experiments 
made,  appear  to  have  just  the  same  qualtities.  If  a  rattle- 
snake bites  an  animal  and  the  wound  suppurates,  an  extreme- 
ly small  quantity  of  the  discharge  on  the  grass  proves  fatal 
just  the  same  as  the  sore  heels  of  tiie  Texas  cattle.  An  en- 
cisted  venom  when  it  gets  sufficient  age  to  undergo  chemical 
decomposition,  has  the  same  qualities  of  the  venomous  dis- 
charge of  the  wound  of  a  snake  bite  or  the  sore  heels  of  Tex- 
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as  cattle.  This  fact  gives  us  a  clue  to  the  cjiuse  of  Tvphoid 
fever,  which  is  a  sequence  or  result  of  eating  Trichinous 
pork,  or  of  having  been  mosquito  bitten.  Typhoid  fever 
comes  from  septic  acid  in  the  blood.  Whenever  the  cists 
holding  Trichinae,  or  mosquit(»  venom,  undergoes  <;hemical 
decomposition,  septic  acid  thrown  into  the  blood  is  the  re- 
sult and  this  septic  acid  causes  Typhoid  fever.  Persons 
who  are  bitten  by  a  venomous  snake  and  recover  without 
the  use  of  whiskeys  are  certain  to  havean  attack  whfen  warm 
weather  comes  the  next  year,  almost  identical  with  the  ma- 
lignant form  of  milk  sick,  even  to  the  nauseating  smell.  But 
the  reader  is  anxious  to  know  where  in  the  effects  of  other 
venoms  do  you  find  the  analogy  for  intermittent  fever? 

1  think  it  is  possible,  I  can  make  this  plain.     All  venoms 
that  l>ecome  encisted,  have  to  be   deposited  in  the  skin  and 
not  under  it,  and  the  skin  or  surface  of  the  body   must  be 
at  a  low   temperature ;  if  the   conditi(ms   are   otherwise  the 
venom  l)ecomes  diffused.    If  a  horse  is  bitten  severely  with 
milk-sick  flies  one  day  and  put  to  work  the  next,  he  will  be 
sick  just  as  though   he  had   been    snake   bitten  ;   the  venom 
globules  have  all  become  diffused  ;  but  let  the  horse  go  idle 
three  or  four   weeks  and  the   case  is  entirely  different  the 
venom  globules  will  shift  their  place  cmt  of  the  skin  into  the 
cellular  tissue,   where  they   make  so  much   soreness,  fever 
and  irritation,  that  the  animal  refused  to  stand  on  its  feet, 
but  the  disease  is  entiiely  a  loCal   one  of  the  legs  ;   the  ani- 
mal continues  to  feed  as  usual,  provided  the  feed  is  carried 
to  them,  but  they    will  nearly   starve  to  death  before  they 
will  stand  on  their  feet  to  graze.     By  farmers  this  form  of 
the  disease  is  termed,  '*down  with  the  milk  sick,''  it  occurs 
in  no  other  month  of  the  year  but  September.     This  form 
of  the  disease  can  only  be  developed  by  hard  driving  in  the 
month  of  September.   In  this  form  of  milk  sick  we  find  the 
analogy  of  intermittent.     In  the  case  of  intermittent  fever 
the  venom  globules  of  the  mosquito,  are  too  old  to  diffuse 
into  the  blood  and  not  old  enough  to  undergo  chemical  de- 
composition and  make  Typhoid  fever;  they  simply  enter 
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the  circulation  as  an  insoluble  sul)staiice  that  will  neither 
decomposie<n* assimilate.  These  small  venom  globules  make 
a  lodgement  in  various  parts  of  the  body  ;  if  it  is  in  the  cel- 
lular tissue  of  the  muscles,  the  form  is  shaking  ague  ;  if  it 
is  in  the  liver,  the  form  is  remittent  fever;  if  it  is  in  the 
spleen,  the  form  is  chill  and  fever  ;  if  in  the  cartillages  of 
the  face,  the  form  is  neuralgia. 

The  distinguishing  feature  of  mosquiti>  venom  is  the  dis- 
ease it  makes,  in  all  the  different  forms,  is  always  a  periodic  ; 
(]uinine  will  Jitop  all  the  forms  except  Typhoid  fever,  and 
it  is  beneficial  in  Typhoid ;  but  quinine  only  stops  the  par- 
oxysms ;  it  is  all  nonsense  to  say  it  ever  cures.  Whiskey 
when  intelligently  used  destroys  mosquito  venom  in  the  sys- 
tem with  as  much  certainty  as  it  d<»es  serpent  venom. 

Those  malarious  districts  of  country  that  are  supposed 
to  be  so  sickly  in  the  autumn  months  are  the  healthiest  places 
in  the  world,  if  the  people  who  live  there  had  sense  enough 
to  protect  themselves  fr4>m  mosquito  venom. 


PRACTICAL  THERAPEUTICS 

L.  H.  WASHINGTON.  M.  D. 
YELLOW  FEVKR. 

The  patient  should  be  placed  in  bed  in  a  horizontal  posture 
and  not  permitted  under  any  circumstances  to  arise  from 
his  bed,  should  be  well  covered  with  blankets,  a  foot  tub  of 
hot  water  without  mustard  should  be  intrcKiuced  under  the 
blankets,  the  patient,  lying  upon  his  back,  should  flex  his 
lower  limbs  and  place  his  feet  in  the  tub  ;  the  covering  should 
be  tucked  well  around  him,  close  up  to  his  neck,  he  should  be 
given  hot  tea,  c-ompo-^ed  of  balm,  sage,  elder  blossom,  Ixme- 
set,  c(»rn  shuck,  or  orange  or  lemon  leaf.  At  the  same  time 
he  should  be  permitted  to  drink  i«*e  water  or  to  take  crushed 
ice  in  sufficient  quantities  to  allay  his  thirst.  Free  and  con- 
tinuous perspiration  should  be  kept  up.  After  the  foot  tub 
has  been  removed,  if  the  action  of  the  skin  should  cease  and 
the  forehead  become  dry,  the  feet  should  be  at  once  replac- 
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ed  in  the  tub,  smd  riie  hot  tea  used  as  liefore.  The  fever 
will  coiitiiiue  from  twenty  to  ninety  iiour^s.  When  it  has 
passed  off  the  blankets  should  be  trradually  withdrawn  from 
the  patient,  tstimulants  sucli  an  ale,  porter,  pure  rum,  and 
French  brandy,  siiould  be  freely  *riv(.*n,  1  prefer  Cook's  Im- 
perial native  wine  (St.  Louis)  to  any  stimulant  I  have  ever 
used.  Nourishment,  such  a8rii.*e  water  (»r  corn  liieal  irruel, 
or  ehicken  water,  should  be  given  cautiously  and  sparingly. 
Should  there  be  a  sp<mtane<»us  movement  of  the  bowels,  as 
will  occur  in  many  cases  from  the  irritation  of  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  stomach  and  Ixiwels,  that  tissue  which  is  tirst 
assaulted  by  this  disease,  irive  no  opium,  no  preparation  of 
o[)ium,  nor  anything  to  check  that  acti<m.  It  is  the  crisis 
of  the  disease  as  it  is  in  measles.  The  fever  will  pass  off 
in  five  hours,  the  patient  will  recover  without  any  fear  of  a 
relapse.  Should  the  perspiration  have  a  glutenous,  gummy 
touch,  you  may  expect  the  patient  to  recover  with  watchful 
and  careful  imrsing.  But  should  the  perspiration  have  a 
sensation  like  that  of  pure  water,  showing  that  there  is  no 
vicarious  action  by  the  skin,  which  gives  relief  t(»  the  liver 
and  kidneys,  you  may  know  that  your  patient  is  in  great 
danger.  You  will  find  on  examination  the  tongue  red  and 
tremulous,  covered  with  a  short,  white  fur,  with  great  gas- 
tric fetor  of  the  breath.  It  is  then  all  important  to  apply 
cups  or  leeches  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  in  order  to  prevent 
that  degree  of  inflammation  which  destroys  the  coat  of  the 
stomach,     L,  P,  Blackburn,  M.  D. 

Most  of  the  deaths  from  yellow  fever  are  caused  by  not 
attending  to  it  in  time,  or  by  giving  injudicious  nourishment 
or  ignorant  nursing.  A  simple  purge  at  the  begining  of  the 
disease,  a  mustard  foot-bath,  and  blankets  to  produce  per- 
spiration, orange  leaf  tea  as  a  beverage,  and  perfect  quiet, 
are  all  that  is  necessary.  No  stimulant  or  food  of  any  kind 
should  be  given  while  the  fever  lasts.  Ice  and  lemons  are 
luxuries  ;  they  are  not  necessary.  After  the  fever  leaves,  the 
slighest  kind  of  nourishment  and  perfect  quiet  is  required 
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to  prevent  a  relapse  Quinine  should  never  l>e  given  while 
the  fever  is  on  ;  when  the  fever  passes  off  it  may  be  given 
in  small  quantities  as  a  tonic.  M.  T.  Dargan  M.  D. 

Yellow  fever  cases  may  be  divided  into  three  classes,  viz  ; 
1st.  Those  which  terminate  favorably  without  any  of  the 
giaver  symptoms  appearing.  2nd.  Those  case^i  in  which 
black  vomit  and  black  stools  occur.  8rd.  Those  in  which 
the  nervous  system  becomes  most  deeply  implicated  caused 
l)y  the  previous  excessive  use  of  alcoholic  drinks.  I  always 
begin  treatment  by  the  mercurial  purgative:  Castor  Oil,  1 
ounce;  Calomel,  10  grains,  which  if  thoroughly  mixed  and 
administered,  acts  rapidly  and  without  violence.  Possibly, 
the  laxative  may  have  to  ])e  repeated,  within  five  or  six  hours. 
After  the  purgative  has  been  given,  and  without  waiting  for 
its  action,  1  order  the  entire  surface  i»f  the  patients  body 
to  be  sponged  over  with:  Tincture  of  capsicum,  2  ounces. 
Alcohol,  6  ounces.  Mix;  and  then  to  be  wrapped  up  in  blan- 
kets. This  soon  causes  perspiration.  Quinine  in  10  grain  dos- 
es is  given  hourly  to  the  number  of  three  doses,  20  grains  of 
bromide  of  potassium  being  given  with  each  dose.  The  next 
njorning  the  three  doses  are  repeated  within  five  and  seven 
o'clock,  A.  M.  The  following  day  20  grains  are  given  in 
two  dose."!,  within  the  same  hours  of  the  morning.  As  the 
tenjpcrature  becomes  n<n'mal,  which  usually  occurs  about 
the  fourth  morning,  the  quinine  is  gradually  diminished  to 
from  3  to  5  grains  daily,  until  all  danger  of  relapse  is  re - 
n)oved.  The  bowels  are  to  be  kept  open,  as  at  least  one 
motion  a  day  is  required. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  second  class  of  cases,  i,  e,  the  black 
v<»mit,  I  act  ui)on  the  theory  that  the  black  vomit  is  a  con- 
servative effort  on  the  part  of  nature,  and  that  those  cases 
of  black  vomit  which  recover  upi)n  the  expectant  or  do 
nothing  treatment,  would  have  died,  if  the  black  vomit 
had  not  relieved  the  distended  vessels  of  the  portal  circula- 
tion. "The  |)ressure  of  the  distended  vessels,  though  a  re- 
sult, in  its  turn  aggravates  the  cause.'     The  stomach  render- 
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ed  irritable  by  itongesition,  in  its  efforts  at  emesis  ruptures 
the  over  full  vessels,  and  black  vomit  respites,  if  it  does  not 
alvvays  save  the  kidneys,  and  other  highly  engorged  organs. 
In  the  treatment  of  this  stage  of  the  disease,  I  use  first  the 
calomel  and  castor  oil  purgative,  then  apply  a  blister  to  the 
epigastric  region  and  order  the  patient  to  have  the  same 
sponging  as  heretofore  described. 

Indeed  each  stage  of  the  disease,  depends  for  relief  upon 
first  the  purgative,  and  then  the  applications  of  capsicum, 
and  the  internal  use  of  quinine,  and  a  vigilent  watching  of 
symptoms  that  will  enable  us  to  remove  incidental  conditions 
that  are  not  pathognomonic  of  this  disorder  though  grave 
in  their  consequences.  The  shock  to  the  nervous  system  is 
so  great  in  this  fever  (particularly  so  in  this  type),  that  the 
patient  is  left  in  a  collapsed  condition.  Anticipating,  as  far 
as  possible,  this  state  of  mTvous  depression,  very  soon  after 
the  subsidence  of  the  fever,  I  give  Phosphorus  and  extract 
Nux  Vomica,  and  have  the  patient  fed  with  milk  punch, 
beef  essence,  eggs,  etc.,  If  the  phorphorus  causes  the  tongue 
to  become  dry  and  glazed,  this  condition  is  counteracted  by 
a  few  doses  of  turpentine  emulsion. 

If  the  liver  is  kept  active  from  the  commencement  of  the 
disease,  black  vomit  cannot  occur.  We  can  go  a  little  farther 
and  anticipate  the  fever  entirely  by  the  timely  administration 
of  a  mercurial  cathartic,  followed  for  a  few  days  with  small 
doses  of  quinine.  I  consider  opium  to  be  especially  objec- 
tionable in  this  disease,  and  it  ought  never  to  be  used.  Any 
medicine  which  checks  the  intestinal  secretions  is  injurious. 
The  secretions,  particular  of  the  liver  and  intestinal  canal, 
must  be  kept  free.  This  is  the  most  important  point  to  be 
remembered  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  The  black 
vomit  will  invuri^ily  cease  as  soon  as  active  purgation  is  es- 
tablished. The  physician  must  divest  his  mind  of  the  gas- 
trophobia  as  prevalent  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  The 
stomach  is  not  inflammed  but  passively  congested,  and  its 
irritabilty  passes  off  with  the  congestion.  The  depression 
and  asthenia  is  greater  in  this  fever  than  any  other,  and  the 
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patient  can  and  should  be  more  freely  nourished  then,  than 
in  malarial  fever.  Sleeplessnesj*  is  a  very  frequent  sequeluee, 
phosphorus  and  nux  vomica  are  the  remedies  to  meet  these 
conditions.  Where  convalescent,  the  patients  should  l>e  re- 
moved to  a  higher  latitude  if  practicable,  or  at  least  out  of 
the  epidemic  influence  for  several  weeks.  B.  S.  Purse  M.  D. 
Savannah   Geo 

Experience  has  shown  that  there  are  i)ut  two  known  rem- 
edies in  this  disease — calomel  and  quinine — .sometimes  one, 
sometimes  the  other,  and  again  both.  In  Newbern  N.  C- 
in  1864  1  treated  with  calomel  only ;  to  every  patient  in  the 
first  or  third  stages  of  the  disease,  20  to  30  grains,  follow- 
ed three  hours  later  by  two  ounces  of  castor  oil  ;  the  rest 
of  the  treatment  to  be  symptomatic,  with  this  exception  no 
quinine  on  any  account.  As  the  disease  seems,  besides  its  ef- 
fects on  the  blood,  to  have  its  local  manifestations  in  the  ab- 
dominal visera,  chiefly  in  a  disturbance  of  the  liver  and  stom- 
ach and  in  the  later  stages  of  the  kidneys,  active  purgatives 
form  an  essential  point  of  the  treatment. 

Nathan  Mayer  M.  D. 

Prevention  of  Yellow  Fever-During  the  epidemic  Dr.  Bemiss 
and  other  physicians,  forming  the  Yellow  Fever  Commis- 
sion, visited  the  various  infected  towns,  and  in  every  instance 
found  the  disease  was  imported,  not  one  case  of  indigenous 
origin  ;  the  first  case  was  brought  in  by  the  Cuban  Steamer 
to  New  Orleans  and  thence  disseminated  through  the  coun- 
try. Dr.  B.  says  further :  The  weight  of  testimony  is  very 
pronounced  against  the  further  use  of  disinfectants.  Physi- 
cians in  the  infected  towns  almost  without  exception,  state 
that  they  are  useless  agents  to  arrest  the  spread  of  yellow 
fever,  while  some  of  them  think  that  their  vapors  are  serious- 
ly prejudicial  to  the  sick.  Personal  prophylaxis  by  means 
of  drugs  or  other  therapeutic  means  has  proved  a  constant 
failure.  A  respectable  number  of  physicians  think  quinine 
in  sniall  doses  of  some  use  in  prevention.  Quarantine,  es- 
tablished  with  such  a  degree  of  surveillance  and  vigor  that 
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absolute  non-intercourse  is  tiie  result,   has  effectually   and 
without  exception  protected  its  subjects  from  yellow  fever. 

AN  IMMEDIATE    CURE  FOR  DIARRHCEA  AND 
CHOLERA-MORBUS. 

JAME8  EOAN,  M.  D. 


No.  1.  —  Syrup  Rhubarb  and  Soda  Compound,  (nuetral- 
izing  cordial)  made  with  brandy  which  is  preferable  to  al- 
cohol although  both  are  officinal — for  an  adult  give  two  tea- 
spoonfuls  clear  and  repeat  the  dose  in  half  an  hour.  Fifteen 
minutes  after  administering  second  dose  ;  give  No.  2 —  Hay- 
dens  Viburnum  Compound — two  teaspoonfuls  in  two  table- 
spoonfuls  of  hot  boiled  milk  sweetened  (hot  water  will  do) 
and  repeat  the  same  dose  every  twenty  minutes  until  the 
pain  has  sul)sided  and  the  bowels  are  regular.  The  dose 
for  infants  and  children  must  be  regulated  according  to  age. 
For  infantile  colic  Haydens  Viburnum  Comptmnd  is  far  su- 
perior to  catnip,  chamomile,  celery  or  other  domestic  prep- 
arations. The  above  is  the  best,  safest  and  quickest  rem- 
edy ever  employed  and  at  this  season  when  looseness  of  the 
bowels  is  a  common  complaint  the  above  remedies  ought  to 
lind  a  place  in  every  house. 


isTE^^^      iisr^v^EisrTioisrs. 


A  DEvSCRIPTION  OF  URINARY  TEST-PAPERS,  AND 
THE  MANNER  OF  EMPLOYING  THEM. 


A  Convenient,  Cleanly  and  Competent  Method  for  Bed- 
side Urinalysis. 

A  certain  practical  familiarity  with  the  methods  of  ma- 
king chemical  tests  has  become,  within  the  past  few  years, 
an  essential  portion  of  the  physician's  preliminary  training. 

One  difficulty  that  has  detained  the  physician  from  ma- 
king more  frequent  use  of  chemical  tests,  has  been  that  the 
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reagents  \unst  fivquently  tniployed  have  been  CJ<u^<tic  or 
corrosive  li(iuidr*  which  could  not  he  conveniently  carried  in 
the  medicine  ra.se  or  even  in  a  specially  contrived  <*Hse  of 
their  own.  Chemists  have  recently  turned  their  attention 
to  the  replaciui^  of  these  by  more  portal>le   reagents. 

A  happy  suggestion  was  made  some  months  ago  by  Dr. 
G.  Oliver,  of  Harrogate,  Eng.,  that  slips  of  paper  might 
l>e  impregnated  with  the  various  reagents  employed  in  these 
tests  and  the  physician  cf>uld  thus  compress  in  the  compass 
of  a  vest-pocket  (^ase  all  the  reagents  likely  to  l>e  of  service 
in  making  an  examination  of  the  urine.  Such  a  pocket  case 
is  now  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Park  Davis,  &  Co.,  and 
we  gladly  commend  it  to  the  notice  of  physicians,  i)elieving 
that  none  who  have  leurned  its  convenience  will  be  willing 
thereafter  to  l>e  without  it. 

The  case  contains,  first,  the  indispenstible  litmus  paper — 
a  neutral  shade,  serving  as  a  test  either  for  acidity  or  alkalin- 
ityof  the  secretion.  As  tests  for  albumen  the  series  includes 
four  of  the  recently  introduced  reagents,  whose  value  ex- 
perience has  already  sufficiently  established.  These  are  :  1 
Picric  acid.  2.  Potassio-mercuric  iodide.  3.  Potassium  fer- 
rocyanide,  and  4.  Sodium  tungstate.  All  of  these  are  to 
be  used  in  connection  with  citric  acid.  To  make  the  test, 
therefoiv,  a  slip  of  the  citric  acid  paper  is  fii*st  placed  in  a 
small  test  tube  containing  about  30  minims  of  the  urine  to 
be  tested,  and  the  acid  allowed  to  dissolve.  If  a  cloudiness 
is  produced  by  the  acid  it  is  due  to  the  presence  of  either 
uric  acid  or  of  mucin,  or  rarely  oleo  resins,  as  in  cases 
where  balsam  copaiba  has  been  taken  medicinally.  The  ura- 
tes disappear  on  warming  the  urine.  Mucin  remains,  how- 
ever, and  is  distinguish(»d  from  any  other  constituent  of  the 
urine  by  this  behavior.  The  oleo  resinous  precipitate  is  clear- 
ed up  by  boiling,  but  (juickly  returns  while  the  urine  is  still 
warm. 

After  observing  the  effect  of  the  acid  alone,  add  the  albu- 
men precipitant,  one  of  the  four  above  named.  As  the  re- 
agent dissolves,   albumen,  if  present  is  precipitated   in  the 
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form  of  a  distinct  cloud  which  is  rather  increa.sed  than  di- 
minished on  application  of  lieat.  The  most  sensitive  of 
these  reagents  is  tiie  potas-^i^i  men-uric  iodide,  but  the  sodi- 
um tungstate  and  picric  aeiil  are  only  slightly  inferior.  Po- 
tassium ferrocyanide  is  decidedly  less  sensiiive,  the  range 
of  its  indications,  however,  is  [)rai'tically  the  same  as  that 
<if  nitric  acid. 

The  mercuric  reagent  and  picric  acid  precipitate  alkaloids, 
such  as  quinine,  which  may  he  i»resent  in  the  urine.  The 
precipitates,  however,  arc  readily  distinguished  from  those 
<»f  albumen  by  the  fact  that  heat  dissipates  them  ;  alcohol 
also  dissolves  them.  All  these  reagents  except  p<»tassium 
ferrocyanide  precipitate  peptones,  but  heat  clears  up  the 
solution.  As  tests  for  sugar  the  series  contain  :  1st  Indigo 
carmine,  Mulder's  reagent,  this  is  the  most  conclusive  and 
the  best  single  test  we  possess  for  glucose.  To  make  the  test, 
an  indigo  paper  with  a  sodium  carboinite  paper  are  placed  in 
a  test  tube  with  30  minims  c»f  pure  water,  one  minim  of  the 
urine  is  added  and  the  pale  blue  solution  is  Ixiiled  GO  to  1)0 
seconds.  It  is  best  not  to  allow  the  fluid  actually  to  boil, 
hut  to  maintain  it  at  the  boiling  point.  No  more  of  the  in- 
digo paper  should  be  used  than  will  >uffice  to  produce  a  dis- 
tinctly blue  solution,  if  sugar  is  present  the  color  slowly 
changes  to  purple,  red,  and  finally  pale  yellow.  Where 
there  is  less  than  2  grains  of  sugar  to  the  fluid  cmnce  the 
color  becomes  simply  red  or  purple,  and  it  is  possible  to  es- 
timate approximately  the  quantity  of  sugar  by  diluting  the 
urine  to  1-2,  1-4,  1-8,  etc.,  until  the  limit  of  the  reaction 
2.  Picric  acid  in  combination  with  sodium  carbonate.  This 
test  introduced  by  Dr.  Geo.  Johnson,  is  capable  of  detect- 
ing very  minute  traces  of  sugar.  A  picric  acid  paper  with 
two  or  three  grains  of  sodium  carbonate  (the  sodium  carbon- 
ate contained  in  a  single  soda  paper  is  insufficient.)  is  put 
into  a  test  tube  containing  30  minims  of  water,  5  minims  of 
the  urine  is  added  and  the  mixture  boiled  one  minute,  if 
sugar  is  present  the  solution  assumes  a  reddish  color,  be. 
coming  a  deep  ruby  or  garnet  red  if  there  is  much  *^*^A-^^T^ 
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Normal  urine  al way «  gives  an  indication  of  sugar,  by  eith- 
er of  these  tests,  but  if  the  quantity  of  urine  emphiyed  does 
not  exceed  one  minim,  the  diagnosis  of  glycosuria  can  hv 
made  by  their  means  with  at  least  as  great  certainty  as  by 
the  use  of  the  familiar  copp^M*  test. 

In  this  connection  we  may  allude  also  to  the  sugar  test 
flasks  put  up  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  which  enabli^  the  phy- 
sician readily  to  make  quantitative  estimations  of  sugar  in 
the  urine.  The  little  flasks  are  hermetically  sealed,  so  that 
their  contents  underiro  no  chancre  with  ajje.  Each  one  con- 
tains  a  quantity  of  Fehling's  solution  just  sufli'4ent  to  de- 
compose one-tifth  grain  of  glucose.  We  feel  sure  that  the- 
busy  practitioner  will  appreciate  the  convenience  of  devices 
sufh  as  we  have  described  to  simplify  the  chemical  tests  he 
has  occasion  to  make,  and  we  need  offer  no  apology,  there 
fore,  for  having  dwelt  at  such  length  upon  details. 


A  MODIFICATION  OF  THE   SPHYGMOGRAPH, 

BEING  A  CHANGE  IN  THE  BASE  OF  THE  INSTRU- 

MENT  OF  POND. 

BY  J.  M.  MU88EU,  M.  D.,  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


The  sphygmograph,  it  will  be  admitted,  has  not  become 
one  of  the  indispensable  aiticles  of  a  physician's  armamen- 
tarium, as  its  promotors  and  admirers  had  hoped  for.  This 
is  readily  understood,  and  depends  upon  many  causes.  But 
the  chief  of  these  causes  is  undoubtly  the  length  of  time  re- 
quired to  secure  a  proper  tracing.  Again,  different  instru- 
ments recojd  varying  tracings,  and  hence  there  is  a  lack  of 
unif(Hinity,  niaking  comparative  study  of  your  own  with 
the  work  of  others  almost  impossible.  The  lax  rules  about 
regulating  i)ressure  have  been  so  confusing  that  the  operator 
would  scarcely  be  able  to  select  ihe  proper  tracing  from  the 
mtiny  that  could  be  secured  by  varying  degrees  of  pressure. 
Had  we  an  instrument  by  the  use  of  which  these  obstacles 
would  be  reduced  to  a  minimum,  undoubtedly  sphygmogra- 
pb}'  would  grow  in  favor,  and  assume  its  proper  relation  in 
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the  diagnosis  and  prognosis  of  disease.  It  is  confidently  Re- 
lieved that  the  element  of  time  at  least  will  be  reduced  to  the 
))ositi<ui  of  a  negative  opponent,  by  the  proposed  change 
in  the  instrument,  while  for  accuracy  its  value  will  he 
enhanced. 

The  essential  portion  of  a  sphygmograph,  in  considering 
its  merits,  is  that  which  is  applied  to  the  vessel,  viz.  ;  the 
base.  It  should  i)e  so  made  as  to  closely  hug  the  artery, 
without  exercising  such  undue  pressure  as  would  modify  its 
calibre,  in  order  that  the  arterial  and  blood  wave  should  be 
properly  transmitted  to  the  indicator.  A  study  of  the  an- 
atomical relations  of  the  radial  artery,  at  its  most  accessible 
point,  will  show  at  om-e  the  character  of  base  required. 
This  point  is  where  the  artery  rests  on  the  bone,  l)etween 
the  styloid  process  of  th  '  radius  and  the  radial  flexors  of 
the  carpus.  The  distance  from  the  process  to  the  flexor  is 
one-fourth  to  three-eights  of  an  inch,  in  many  cases  even 
less.  As  .the  artery  is  on  a  lower  plane  than  the  upper  level 
Fig.  1.  of  these  firm  structures,  it  will  be  seen, 

and  so  Dr.  Mateer  reasoned,  that  the 
base  or  portion  to  be  three-eights  of  an 
inch,  or  even  less  in   width. 

It  is  true  that  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  artery  is  supei-ficial  or  the  tissues 
are  relaxed,  admirai)le  tracings  can  be 
secured  with  the  old  base — true,  too 
that  tracings  can  be  secured  from  any 
wrist;  but  it  is  held  that  they  are  se- 
cured with  such  high  pressure  that  ac- 
curacy is  sacrificed,  or  they  are  not  in- 
telligible. 

The  w^ood  cuts  illustrate  the  differ- 
ences in  the  bases.  No.  1  representing 
the  old.  No.  2  the  new   base. 

A  further  description  is  necessary.* 
It  is  made  of  brass  metal,  and  is  firmh^ 
attached  to  the  cylinder  of  the  instru- 

*Ttae  new  base  and  attacbmentP  ai«  made  bjJ.  H.  Oemrig  and  Son  of 
Pblladelphia,  Pa« 
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Fig.  2.  ineiit,  yet  it  is  readily  removed.     It  is 

3-8  in.  long,  or  1-8  in.  longer  than  thr 
old  base,  and  tapers  towards  the  distal 
end.  The  end  is  round,  3-8  in.  in  di- 
ameter, groov(*d  tothedeplh  of  1-8  in. 
This  groove  was  made  by  Di*.  Mateei*. 
f^o  that  it  eould  be  more  closely  appli- 
lodtotlie  vessel,  witli  the  least  possible 
pressure.  The  advantage  (»f  fixation  of 
the  vessel  by  the  groove  is  also  gained, 
r60  that  the  tracing  is  made  more  regu- 
lar. The  increase  in  length  of  the  base 
necessitates  a  corresponding  increase  in 
the  length  of  the  central  transmitting 
rod,  while  the  diminution  of  its  size 
rendered  a  proportionate  lessening  <>f 
the  diameter  of  the  flat  disk  attached 
to  the  distal  end  of  the  rod.  Instead  of 
the  usual  rubber  cap,  a  small  rubber 
band  (size  No.  8  of  Faber)  is  made  to 
stretch  across  the  apertureof  the  base  parallel  to  the  groove. 
As  noted  above,  the  base  can  be  removed  at  will,  and  the 
old  base  reapplied,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  those  tracings 
for  which  it  is  fitted. 

It  is  claimed  for  the  modification,  greater  ease  and  rapid- 
ity of  application  (»f  the  instrument,  ai'd  greater  uniformity 
and  clearness  in  the  tracings.  In  order  to  more  fully  sub- 
stantiate the  claims  the  following  illustrations  of  tracings, 
both  by  the  old  and  the  modified  instruments,  are  presented  : 
Tracings  1  and  2,  3  and  4,  5  and  u,  18  and  23,  were  taken 
from  the  same  individuals  respectively.  The  persons  from 
whom  the  tracings  were  secured  were  all  under  medical  care 
with  symptoms  of  deranged  circulation,  save  in  the  instance 
of  Xos.  18  and  23.  In  order  to  correctly  apiireciate  the 
tracings,  one  should  have  a  distinct  idea  of  a  true  tracing. 
By  a  true  tracing  is  meant  one  that  graphyically  represents 
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the  action  of  vessels  and  contents,  whether  it  (the  tracing) 
be  normal  or  abnormal. 


/l^^  /L 
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In  conclusion,  it  seems  not  unbecoming  to  speak  of  the 
methods  of  ready  use  of  the  sphygmograph,  and  first  regard- 
ing the  wrist  rest.  Office  work  often  will  not  permit  one 
to  dehiy  long  in  arranging  position,  etc.,  and  the  writer  has 
found  that  as^ood  tracings  can  be  secured  without  resort 
to  this  delay,  and  especially  the  discomfort  of  the  patient, 
without  the  special  rest  as  with  it.  As  to  pressure,  its  im- 
portance seems  to  be  exaggerated.  With  Mateer,  the  writer 
studied  it  carefully,  and  we  found  the  following  formula  a 
safe  guide,  one  much  more  arbitrary  than  is  generally  given. 
Always  apply  that  amount  of  pressure  which  yields  the  great- 
est amplitude  to  the  tracing.  The  gauge  adjusted  to  Pond's 
intrument  is  absurd,  for  it  measures  the  pressure  of  the  en- 
tire instrument  on  the  wrists  enormous  often  with  the  old 
base.  Then  the  gauge  should  be  adjusted  to  the  central  part, 
which  is  raised  by  the  artery.  Even  then  its  utility  is  doubtful- 
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Graduated  pressure  is  u.sed  to  secure  the  sauie  amplitude  to 
a  tracing — say  on^-half  iuch.  The  difference  in  pressure 
necessary  to  accomplish  this  in  a  hard  and  soft  pulse  would 
be  equaled  or  surpassed  by  the  varying  resistance  of  the  tis- 
sues surrounding  the  vessel. 

The  rate  of  speed  of  the  slide  is  of  practical  moment.  It 
should  be  such  that  the  length  of  the  ti-acing,  horizontally^ 
will  be  equal  to  its  height,  thus  permitting  the  fullest  devel- 
opment of  all  its  elements.  A  tracing  taken  with  the  prop- 
er care,  indicated  by  this  instrument,  is  very  legible  and 
easy  of  interpretation. 

A  word  may  be  said  as  to  the  value  of  sphygmography. 
As  clinical  vstudiesare  not  within  the  province  of  this  paper, 
they  will  not  be  detailed  ;  the  conclusions  which  can  be  drawn 
from  considerable  experience  will  not  be  out  of  place,  how- 
ever. Briefly,  they  are  to  the  effect  that  in  the  diagnosis 
and  especially  the  prognosis  of  various  diseases,  it  is  of  ex- 
treme value.  Especially  is  this  true  in  the  settlement  of 
mooted  questions  coimected  with  high  tention,  and  the  high 
tention  diathesis,  and  with  heart  disease  in  the  various  forms, 
particular  in  the  estimation  of  cardiac  power.  In  the  prog- 
nosis of  fevers,  the  sphygmogragh  is  also  of  value.  But 
withal,  this  only  can  be  said  that  its  value  is  great  to  the  in- 
dividual operator  alone.  In  securing  tracings,  which  can 
only  be  done  properly  after  long  practice,  the  personal  equa- 
sion  is  a  most  important  factor.  One  can  learn  his  power 
and  know  of  what  value  his  own  control  of  the  instrument 
is  to  the  result  of  a  proper  tracing,  which  he  can  utilize  in 
his  judgement  of  the  meaning  of  it.  To  another  this  is  un- 
known, hence  they  can  not  interpret  tracings  taken  by  others. 
Therefore,  the  writer  believes  that  the  operator  who  forms 
judgements  of  a  case,  its  power  is  invaluable  and  increases 
with  his  experience  ;  while,  save  in  the  conclusions,  the  gen- 
eral profession  can  profit  but  little. 

In  conclusion,  the  writer  ventiires  to  express  the  convic- 
tion that  the  modification  of  Dr.  Mateer  will  be  of  inestima- 
ble service  in  popularizing  this  valuable  instrument.  He 
feels  that  the  judgement  of  the  profession  will  be  that  the 
claims  which  have  been  presented  for  it  are  not  too  extrav- 
agant, and  that  sphygmography  is  materially  promoted  by 
the  addition. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL   JOUKNAL.  419 


E  I>  I T  O  I?,I -A.  Ij. 

'For  the  Truth,  then,  let  us  battle;  And  its  might  shall  Ket  ui*  free." 


MAXIMS. 

The  necessity  for  Medicine  may  arise  from,  tlie  patient's 
physical  condition,  from  the  patient's  mental  condition  or 
from  the  mental  condition  of  others.  Hibbard, 

In  the  animal  kingdom  according  to  species  their  own  ex- 
creta in  a  state  of  active  sepsis  possesses  the  most  virulent 
toxical  properties.  Ed. 

It  is  an  evidence  of  true  wisdom  when  a  practitioner  is 
willing  to  cast  aside  his  theories,  what  he  may  have*  suppos- 
ed that  he  had  learned,  the  theories  of  the  books,  and  is 
ready  to  sit  at  the  feet  of  nature ^  to  study  disease  as  he  finds 
it,  to  accept  truth  from  every  and  all  sources. 

Dr.  J.  H,  Hanaford, 

The  recuperative  efforts  of  nature  are  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  will  be  generally  mofe  or  less  successful,  aside 
from  waning  powers,  and  the  interferance  of  those  who  seem 
to  delight  in  opposing  nature,  introducing  refractory  ele- 
ments, in  substantiating  foolish  theories. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Hanaford. 

Expert  testimony  should  be  the  colorless  light  of  science, 
brought  to  bear  upon  any  ca&e  where  it  is  summoned.  It 
should  be  impartial,  unprejudiced.  There  should  be  no  half 
truths  uttered  and  suppression  of  the  whole  truth  is  in  the 
nature  of  false  testimony.  H.  B.  Wilbur. 

Physicians  and  Surgeons,  should  strive  to  remove  dis- 
tress and  abnormalities  by  medicines  or  the  knife ;  so  suc- 
cessfully, that  the  people,  if  not  the  doctors,  will  recognize 
that  we  possess  equal  merits  as  men,  and  are  possessed  of 
superior  worth  in  our  laws  of  cure.  Ed. 
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CHOLERA  INFANTUM. 


This  is  the  season  in  which  infjiiit  mortality  is  particular- 
ly noticeable,  not  to  say  fearful.  Added  to  the  depressing 
influences  of  the  continued  heat,  airgravated  by  I  he  use  of 
very  cold  drinks,  the  enervating  and  putrescent  tendencies 
of  impipper  food,  which  cannot  digest,  but  remain  in  the 
stomadr'to  ferment,  acidify  and  rot,  the  effect  of  decaying 
vegetation,  after  the  first  frosts  ;  the  greatest  mortality  often 
occurs  in  September. 

The  following  extracts  are  to  the  point: — 

Multitudes  of  children,  whom  Death  has  piled  up  in  moun- 
tains of  mortality  as  monuments  of  his  reign,  have  been 
victims  of  disease  which  might  have  been  averted  by  whole- 
some sanitary  conditions,  good  medical  treatment,  and  en- 
lightened parental  care. — Cyrus  BuoU. 

It  is  laid  down  by  Quetelet  that  "a  tenth  of  the  children 
born  die  in  the  first  month  after  birth,  and  one  (juailer  be- 
fore the  year  is  completed'"  In  England  the  number  of 
children  that  die  under  ope  year  old  is  in  the  ratio  of  one 
^o  every  twelve  births,  while  in  London  alone  it  is  one  in 
eleven. 

"In  London,  twenty  per  cent.,  or  just  a  fifth  of  all  the 
deaths  in  the  year,  are  among  infants  of  less  than  twelve 
mo.ith  old.  Again,  nearly  forty-one  per  cent,  of  all  the 
deaths  are  among  children  of  less  than  five  years  old  ;  and 
as  children  up  to  this  age  constitute  about  one-tenth  part 
of  the  population  of  the  city,  it  is  manifest  that  they  die  at 
the  rate  of  about  ten  per  cent.  In  fairt,  in  the  western  di- 
vision of  the  city,  the  ratio  is  nearly  fourteen.  It  is  this 
large  mortalitt/  of  children  that  sivelh  the  death -rate »''  I/on- 
don  Timea. 

**The  number  of  deaths  in  boston  during  the  week  that 
end  on  the  28th.  of  July,  1877,  was  235,  or  47  more  than 
the  week  immediately  precceding,  when  the  increase  was 
large  ;  but  106  of  the  dead  were  children  of  one  year  or  un- 
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der,  and  forty-seven  were  children  between  tlie  a«:e8  of  one 
year  and  five  years*, — making  a  total  of  153,  or  almost  two 
thirds  of  the  whole  number/' — Boston  Traveler, 

Our  children,  as  a  whole,  are  fed  more  carelessly,  with 
less  regiird  to  organic  laws,  than  the  vouno;  of  the  domestic 
animals.  Crude,  raw  and  unripe  fruits,  decayed  fruits,  taint- 
ed meats,  new  bread  and  pastry  are  recklessly  given,  when 
foods  equally  pernicious  would  not  be  given  by  an  intelli- 
gent stock-raiser,  to  a  colt  of  *'g()od  blood."  Some  of  our 
infants  are  fed  with  anything  at  hand,  fed  at  any  time,  with 
but  little  if  any  reference  to  existing  circumstances,  as  if 
no  law  of  the  physical  organift>m  applies  to  such  little  crea- 
tures. Hence,  the  fearful  attacks  of  all  the  forms  of  bowel 
ailments,  often  ending  in  cholera  infantum.  These  diseases 
are,  most  certainly,  the  products  of  mal-treatment,  of  un- 
usual derangements  of  the  digestive  apparatus.  What  is  the 
proper  food  for  infants,  those  unprovided  with  teeth?  This 
question  is  easily  answered,  the  mother's  milk,  when  her 
health  and  condition  will  justify  calling  it  food.  As  this  con- 
tains no  starch,  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  infant  di- 
gestive jucies  will  be  adapted  .to  it,  that  the  saliva  will  con- 
tain no  diastase,  since  it  is  not  needed.  But,  when  the  moth- 
er is  unable  to  nurse,  or  when  it  is  injudicious,  what  shall 
take  its  place?  Not  a  filthy  "rind  of  jmrk,"  given  in  former 
years,  now  to  some  extent,  it  may  be,  not  pastry,  not  ar- 
rowroot, tapioca,  sage,  corn-starch,  iiot'*pap"  made  of  fine 
flour,  nearly  all  starch,  not  potato,  fruits,  fresh  or  dried, 
not  the  'same  that  the  family  eats,"  not  condensed  milk, 
and  not  even  cow's  milk.  The  cow's  milk  is  adapted,  of 
course,  to  the  hardy  calf,  but  not  to  the  frail  babes.  It 
differs  widely  in  its  chemical  constituents,  and  is  generally 
acid,  while  the  natural  milk  of  the  human  mother  is  alka- 
line, a  difference  which  should  be  noted. 

Again,  Dr.  Eustace  Smith  says,  "Even  those  children 
who  are  fed  entirely  upon  cow's  milk  are  not  free  from  dan- 
ger.   Cow's  milk  contains  a  larger  quantity  of  solid  matters 
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than  woman's  milk,  owing  principally  to  an  increase  in  tUe 
amount  of  casein  (cheese).  Children  are,  no  doubt,  frequent- 
ly found  to  thrive  upon  this  diet,  their  digestive  power  be- 
ing equal  to  the  demands  made  upon  it.  Others,  however, 
and  by  far  the  larger  proportion,  are  not  equal  to  this  daily 
call  upon  their  powers.  They  cannot  assimilate  this  mass 
of  curd.  Consequently,  unless  rejected  by  vomiting,  it  pas- 
ses through  thetn  undigested  ;  their  wants  are  not  supplied, 
and  they  starve  for  lack  of  nourishment,  although  swallow- 
ing every  day  a  quantity  of  milk  which  would  be  ample  sup- 
port for  a  much  stronger  and  healthier  infant. 
Such  children  are  exceedingly  restless  and  irritable.  They 
cry  day  and  night, — at  one  time  from  abdominal  pains  ex- 
cited by  the  presence  in  the  bowels  of  this  undigested  mass, 
at  others,  from  the  hunger  which  the  passage  of  this  meal 
has  failed  to  appease. 

The  grains,  so  admirably  adapted  to  the  nutrition  of  ad- 
ults, cannot  nourish  the  average  infant,  unprovided  with 
the  diatase  —solvent,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  good  authorities. 

The  cramming  of  infants^  during  the  first  year^  with  far- 
inaceous  food^  is  the  main  source  of  all  the  evils  that  so  fre- 
quently occur.  In  order  to  show  that  this  is  a  fact  in  which 
afl  great  authorities  on  this  subject  unhesitatingly  believe, 
the  following  are  cited  : — 

LiEBiQ  says,  *'It  is  no  mistake,  but  a  fact,  that  the  usual 
farinaceous  foods  are  the  causes  of  most  of  the  diseases, 
and  of  half  the  cases  of  death  among  all  the  babes,  in  the 
country  as  well  as  in  all  large  towns." 

ZiMMERMANN  says,  "I  know  very  well  that  millions  of  in- 
fants are  fed  with  pap,  but  1  know  also  that  it  has  killed 
many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  them." 

Dr.  Eustace  Smith,  author  of  **The  Wasting  Diseases  of 
Infants  and  Children,"  and  one  of  the  best  authorities  on 
the  treatment  of  infants,  says,  '*There  is  another  class  of 
cases  where  nutrition  is  equally  unsatisfactory,  although 
the  supply  of  food,  as  food,  is  liberal  enough.    These  cases 
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occur  where  wejiiiino:  i8  premature,  or  where  the  child  has 
been  brought  up  hy  hniid,  and  the  kind  of  food  chosen. 

Dr.  RouTH,  author  of  "Infant  Feeding,  and  its  Influence 
on  Life,"  'says,  *']n  every  young  infant  siarch  is  not  di- 
«:e5<tihle  as  such  ;  it  does  not  appear  to  find  material  for  its 
conversion  into  digestahle  sugar;  yet  how  ^frequently,  and 
even  by  medical  men,  is  arrowroot  ordered  in  cases  of  diar- 
rhoea as  the  exclusive  diet.  I  cannot  concieve  anything 
more  injurious  than  this  popular  nrrovvroot  feeding.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  a  cause  of  death  of  many  infants." 

Dr,  Prospero  Sonino  says,  'sStaivhy  matters  cannot  be 
well  digested  in  infancy,  and  there  is  really  in  infancy,  what 
may  be  called  b.  physiological  dyspepsia  for  sturdy  aliments^ 

What,  then  shall  we  give  to  these  tender  little  ones,  par- 
ticularly at  this  season,  an  article  which  will  tend  to  prevent 
such  diseases,  an  well  sustain  them  during  the  terrible  ordeal? 
I  answer,  most  decidedhs  after  having  had  *mple  means  of 
testing,  **Mellin's  Food  for  Infants  and  Invalids."  Though 
made  from  the  grains,  it  does  not  contain  a  particle  of  starch 
that  having  lieen  converted  into  dextrine  and  grape  sugar, 
differing  widely  from  cane  sugar,  the  peculiar  process  per- 
forming an  important  part  of  the  digestive  labor  before  it 
reaches  the  stomach,  thus  adapting  it  to  the  youngest  babe, 
to  the  fnulest  stomach.  I  believe  that  the  general  use  of 
this  excellent  **Food"  would  materially  reduce  the  present 
infant  mortality,  blessing  the  world.  It  is  no  quack  nos- 
trum, no  cheat,  but  a  scientific  preparation,  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  our  most  learned  physicians,  and  I  ask  no 
apology  for  speaking  in  terms  of  high  consideration. 

Were  I  to  make  any  additional  suggestions  it  would  be  to 
advise  the  use,  in  moderation,  of  the  best  and  clearest  fruit 
juices, 'as  that  of  the  peach,  at  its  best,  that  of  the  blue- 
berry, and  the  like,  demanding  no  digestion,  but  containing 
valuble  elements  of  nutrition,  very  materially  aiding  in  the 
removal  of  the  worst  sj^mptoms.  J.  H.  H. 
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^  SYPHILIS. 


In  treating  this  troublesome  affe'*tion  I  have  found  M'- 
Dade's  formula  the  finest  remedy  out.  Very  little  niercu- 
vy  is  needed.  One  grain  of  bieyanide  of  mercury  to  twenty 
grains  (]uinine  and  as  much  gentian  extract,  and  made  into 
twenty  pills,  givmgone,  night  and  morning,  will  prove  val- 
uable. These  pills  need  only  be  used  occasionally  and  where 
the  eruption  is  stubl)orn.  Sai's.iparilla  and  stillingia  are  of 
little  imp(»rt  <mly  as  a  vehicle.  M'Dade's  formula,  alternat- 
ed with  Phytolacca  and  iodide  of  potassium,  and  warm  baths 
is  excellent  treatment.  M'Dade's  formula  is  put  up  by 
Park,  Davis  &  Co.  ^  F.  A.  E. 

AN  EXPERIMENTAL  RESEARCH  ON  THE 
UTERO-PLACENTAL  CIRCULATION. 


Dr.  J  P.  Pyle's  numerous  experiments  on  pregnant  rab- 
bits, and  examination  of  pregnant  human  females  go  far 
towards  establishing  the  fact  that  Erysipelas,  Pus  and  Diph- 
theria, may  be  and  is  comnmnicated  to  the  foetus  in  utero, 
through  the  blood  of  the  mother,  in  from  two  to  five  days 
time.  The  finding  of  micrococci  in  the  foetuses,  he  consid- 
ers conclusive  evidence. 

We  quote  his  summary,  from  Med.    Times. 

From  the  record  of  my  experiments  it  is  seen  that  the  transition 
of  solid  particles  from  the  mother  to  the  foetus  is  an  establishe<l 
fact.     An  analysis  of  the  experiments  show  as  follows : 

Ninteen  experiments  were  made  with  the  ultramarine  liquid. 
With  one  exception,  I  found  the  blue  well  distributed  in  the  ma- 
ternal organs.  The  total  number  of  foetuses  obtained  from  these 
animals  was  sixty-one.  Of  these  forty-six  gave  positive  results  ; 
Le.,  the  foetal  tissues  were  impregnated  with  the  blue  granules  in 
varying  quantity.  Onl}-  fifteen  of  these  foetuses  gave  negative 
results;  ?'.e.,  blue  grannies  were  not  found.  Of  the  placentas, 
only  fifteen  were  examined, — thirteen  of  these  showing  blue  gran- 
ules and  two  gi\ing  negative  results.  Of  the  thirteen  unbilical 
chords  examined,   eight  gave  positive  and  five  negative  evidence. 
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It  is  also  seen  that  ten  experiments  were  made  with  septic  pois- 
onings with  the  object  of  study iog  the  transition  of  bacteria  from 
the  mother  to  the  foetus.  The  maternal  tissues  were  in  every  in- 
stance impregnated  with  bacteria.  Of  the  thirty- nine  foetuses  ex- 
amined, in  every  oue  identical  bacteria  were  discovered.  Eight 
of  the  placentas  gave  positive  results,  as  well  as  seven  of  the  un- 
bilical  cords  examined.  The  control  experiments,  two  in  number, 
made  with  the  object  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  bacteria 
were  of  accidental  occurrence,  gave  negative  evidence.  It  is  true 
that  putrefactive  bacteria  do  occur  in  animals  after  the  lapse  of  a 
certain  time  after  death,  and  this  I  observed  in  the  blood  from 
the  heart  of  the  animal  which  was  examined  eighteen  hours  after 
death.  But  even  here  the  foetuses  were  free  of  them.  Moreover, 
it  can  be  seen  from  my  experiments  that  the  examinations  were 
made  immediately  af  t^er  death  or  within  a  few  hours,  and  that  only 
bacteria  pertaining  to  seplicajmia  (micrococci)  were  seen,  and 
not  the  organisms  of  putrefaction,  which  are  dumb-bell  shaped 
and  rod-like. 

The  few  negative  results  are  certainly  of  little  significance  in 
contrast  with  the  many  positive  observations,  especially  in  view 
of  the  difficulty  in  making  the  examinations.  In  many  instances, 
especially  in  the  case  of  the  ultramarine  liquid,  I  at  first,  had  re- 
garded the  results  of  some  experiments  as  negative  when,  after 
a  prolonged  search,  they  proved  otherwise,  a  new  portion  of  the 
same  tissue  yielding  at  once  the  blue  granules. 

The  observation  in  the  human  being  which  I  had  the  exception- 
al opportunity  of  making  I  regard  of  still  greater  imix)rtance  than 
all  the  experiments  combined.  As  described  above.  I  have  ob- 
served that  the  bacterian  disease  of  the  mother  is  transmitted 
to  the  foetus.  The  examination  of  the  foetus  in  this  instance, 
which  was  removed  by  Cajsarean  section,  was  made  one  hour  af- 
ter death  of  the  mother.  In  this  case  also  the  bacteria  in  the  blood 
and  tissues  of  the  foetus  could  surely  not  be  accidental. 

I  do  not  stand  alone  in  bringing  forward  proof  of  the  proposi- 
tion that  solid  particles  may  pass  from  mother  to  foetus.  Perls 
(Lehrbnch  der  Allegemeinen  Pathologie^  II.  Theil,  1879),  Caspary 
(  Vierteljahrsschrift  fiir  Demiatologie  und  Syphilis),  Reitz  {Sitzun- 
gaber.  rf,  Akad.  d.  Wiss.  Wien,  1868,  Ivii.),  all  quote  personal  ex- 
periments and  observations  of  others  which  prove  that  solid  par- 
ticles can  pass  from  mother  to  foetus.     The  observation  of  Prof. 
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Friedrich  of  cancer  metastasis  from  mother  to  foetus  in  utero  is 
also  extremely  interesting  and  suggestive  in  connection  with  this 
question. 

There  are  on  record  some  few  ol>servation8  which  are  opposed 
to  the  facts  brought  forward.  Most  of  them,  however,  are  mere 
statements.  The  only  instance  woithy  of  mention  is  that  of  Prof- 
Greenfield  {Lancet^)  yv\\o  denies  that  the  bacterian  disease  is  trans- 
mitted to  the  foetus,  stating  that  the  blood  and  tissues  of  the  foe- 
tus of  an  animal  dying  of  anthrax  were  found  not  to  contain  bac- 
ili,  whilst  those  of  the  mother  swarmed  with  them.  Speaking  in 
general,  the  experiments  of  my  predecessors  on  this  subject  are 
far  from  conclusive,  being  limited  to  but  few  trials,  and  showing 
Uttle  e\idence  of  accuracy. 

I  think  that  Cohnheim's  theoiy  of  the  emigi*ation  of  the  white 
blood-corpuscle,  which  has  been  proved  lately  by  himself  to  be  a 
mere  passive  process  of  filtration  through  the  blood-vessel  walls^ 
is  a  fair  analogy  to  what  we  may  find  in  the  transition  of  solid 
particles  through  the  attenuated  utero-placental  walls. 


THE  MISSOURI  STATE  BOARD  OF  PHARMACY  ACT. 

Quite  a  number  of  misunderstandings  have  arisen,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  present  law  relating  to  Pharmacy  in  Mo.  and 
frequent  enquiries  as  to  whether  all  Physicians  are  required 
to  register  before  the  State  Board  of  Pharmacy  in  or^er  to 
have  a  legal  right  to  dispense  their  own  medicines,  have  been 
asked  of  us. 

Careful  examination  of  the  Law  makes  this  matter  plain, 
and  a  call  upon  Mr.  M.  W.  Alexander  the  very  urbane  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board,  unfolded  the  ruling  of  the  same  under 
the  act  of  their  appointment. 

Physicians  who  prescribe,  furnish  and  dispense  medicines 
directly  to  their  patients  are  not  affected  in  the  least,  but 
all  such  as  attempt  to  <arry  on  a  Drug  Store  and  are  right- 
fully, construed  as  Pharmacists  are  required  to  pass  a  jjer- 
sonal  examination,  be  registered  and  obtain  the  certificate 
of  the  Board,  before  they  van  legally  carry  on  the  single 
business  of  Pharmacist,  or  the  conjoined  business  of  pra«> 
titioner  and  Pharmacist. 
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THE  AMERICAN  OPTHALMOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Thi.s  Society  held  it8  twentieth  animal  meeting  at  the  Grand 
Hotel,  CatskiH  mountains,  July  16th.  and  17th. 

The  meeting  was  apparently  both  pleasureable  and  profit- 
able. Dr.  Derby  of  Boston  opprifsed  Iridectomy  for  Chronic 
Iritis  as  being  of  no  value.  A  conclusion  certainly  well 
founded. 

A  Dr.  Knapp  of  New  York,  showed  that  the  Opthalmolo- 
gists  of  the  Congress  at  Haddelberg  were  mostly  of  the  same 
opinion. 

Dr.  Wadsworth  of  Boston  read  a  paper  on  the  restoration 
of  eyelids  by  Waif's  Method. 

Dr.  Fryer,  of  Kansas  City,  took  a  position  favoring  the 
transplanting  of  skin  flaps  withcmt  pelicle  and  reported  a 
successful  case. 

Mis  method  consisted  in  dressing  with  two  layers  of  gold- 
beaters skin  plaster.  It  held  the  parts  firmly  when  dry,  and 
a  perfect  union  took  place  by  the  seventh  day. 

Dr.  Hanlan,  of  Philadelphia,  had  cured  Hysterical  Blind- 
ness with  Mydriaris  and  Blepharaspasmus,  by  the  use  of  a 
large  magnet,  even  a  sham  one  made  of  wood. 

Dr.  Norrih,  of  Philadelphia,  read  a  paper  on  hereditary 
Atrophy  of  the  Optic  Nerves. 

Dr.  Howe  of  Buffalo,  called  attention  to  a  case  of  hered- 
itary Glaucoma,  successfully  treated,  with  only  color  blind- 
ness remaining. 

Dr.  Andrews  of  New  York,  opposed  the  views  of  Von 
Wecker  on  the  use  of  Jequirity.  He  proposed  the  use  of  a 
one  per  cent,  solution,  once  in  twenty  four  hours,  and  said 
that  croupous  exudation  was  not  a  necessary  result. 

Dr.  Seeley  of  Cincinnati,  recommended  in  cases  of  dense 
opacity  of  the  cornea,  to  prick  the  cornea,  using  a  tattooing 
needle  and  then  apply  the  Jequirity  twenty  four  hours  after- 
wards. 
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Dr.  6chell  of  Philadelphia,  kept  his  solutions  of  Jeciuirily 
from  spoiling  by  using  one  i^er  cent,  of  bonicic  acid. 

Dr.  Wadsworth  of  Boston,  used  one-half  to  two  per  cent, 
rarbolic  acid. 

Dr.  Ault,  exhibited  microscopical  specimen:^  of  his  case 
of  experimental  sympathetic  opthalmia. 

A  vast  amount  of  other  interesting  matter  was  brought 
out  and  discussed,  making  the  meeting  a  very  instructive  one. 

The  By-laws  were  amended  so  as  to  allow  only  physicians 
who  have  practiced  opthalmology  for  five  years  and  other- 
wise deported  themselves  according  to  the  ethical  rules  of 
the  society  to  become  members,  after  showing  evidence  of 
scientific  attainments. 

The  officers  elect  for  the  ensuing  year,  are,  Pres.,  Dr. 
VV.  T.  Norris,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Vice  Pres.,  Dr.  H. 
Derby,  of  Boston  Mass.,  Secty.,  and  Treas.,  Dr.  O.  F.  wads- 
worth,  of  Boston  Mass.,  Cor.,  Secty.,  Dr.  J.  S.  Prout,  of 
Brooklyn  New  York. 
Next  pluce  of  meeting  to  be  determined  by  the  Secretary. 

THE  AMERICAN  xMICROSCOPICAL  SOCIETY. 


This  Society  has  again  met  and  held  its  annual  conclave* 
at  Rochester  New  York. 

Judging  from  early  reports,  the  meeting  must  have  proven 
a  valuable,  interesting  and  instructive  one.  We  wish  we  bad 
the  details.  But  barred  of  these,  we  feel  privileged  to  say 
the  objects  of  the  organiziition  are  good,  the  cause  worthv, 
and  from  our  depth  of  advancing  interest  we  wish  it  as  all  its 
congeners,  great  prosperity. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  SIXTH  ANNUAL    MEETING  OF 
THE  MO.,  STAE  PHARMACAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  meeting  was  held  at  Sweet  Springs,  June  lOth.  and 
11th.  1884.  A  goodly  attendance,  and  much  interest  mani- 
fest, with  a  large  variety  of  important  and  instructive  dis- 
cussions, occupied  the  time. 
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The  next  meeting  i.^  to  be  held  at  Brownsville,  the  3rd. 
Teusday  in  June,  1885.  The  officers  were  chosen.  O.  A. 
Wail,  M.  D.,  of  St,  Liouis,  Pies.,  A.  F.  Fleischman,  Seda- 
lia,  1st.,  Vice  Fres.,  H.  C.  Churchill,  Windsor,  2nd.,  Vi<e 
Pres.,  H.  C.  Arnold,  Kansas  City,  ^rd.  Vice  Pres.,  J.  M. 
(iood  Prof,  St.  Louis,  Trea^^,,  G.  H.  Chas.  Kline,  St.  Louis, 
Per.  8e<*ty.,  L  J.  Thorn,  Brownsville,  Local  Secty. 


HEALTH  IN  MICHIGAN. 


Reports  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Lansing,  by  ob- 
servers in  different  parts  of  the  State,  show  the  diseases 
which  caused  most  sickness  iu  Michigan  during  the  week 
ending  Aug.  IH,  1884,  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  observers  heai'd  from 


49 


Diseases  arranged  in  order 
of  greatest  area  of  preva- 
lence. 


Per   cent,    of 

observers 

who  reported 

the    d  isease 

present. 

Diarrhaja 88 

Intermittent  Fever 76 

Rheumatism  61 

Consumption  of  Lungs 57 

Neuralgia 53 

Cholera  Morbus » 49 

Bronchitis 47 

Remittent  Fever 45 

Dysentery  43 

Cholera  Infamtum 39 

Tonsilitis 35 

Erysipelas 31 

Inflammation  of  Bowels 29 

Influenza '. 29 

Whooping-cough - 24 

Inflammation  of  Kidney 22 

T^'phoid-malarial  fever 16 

Scarlet  fever 16 


For  preceding 

week. 

Per    cent,    of 

observ  ers 

who   reported 

the  disease 

present. 

85 

69 

71 

53 

67 

53 

53 

42 

45 

45 

36 

38 

29 

'  24 

20 

25 

24 

5 
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Inflammation  of  brain   12      11 

Diphtheria 12  7 

Pneumonia 10     11 

Typhoid  fever  (enteric)  10      11 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  10     5 

Puerperal  fever 6  11 

Membranous  croup    6  4 

For  the  week  ending  August  IH,  1884,  the  reports  indi- 
cate that  Scarlet  fever,  and  Intermittent  fever  increased, 
and  neuralgia,  typho-mahirial  fever,  and  erysii)ela>  decreas- 
ed in  area  of  prevalence. 

At  the  State  Capitol  the  prevailing  winds  were  Northwest 
and  Southwest,  and  compared  with  the  preceding  week  the 
temperature  was  higher,  the  relative  humidity  less,  the  ab- 
solute humidity  and  day  ozone  more,  and  the  night  ozone 
slightly  less. 

Including  reports  by  regular  observers  and  others  diph- 
theria was  reported  present  during  the  week  ending  Aug., 
16th.,  and  since  at  eight  places,  naniely,  Berlin,  Detroit, 
Kalamazoo,  Manistee,  McBride,Northvllle,  Pontiac,  Ishpen- 
ing;  Scarlet  fever  at  ten  places,  Albion,  Au  Sable,  Detroit, 
Fairfield,  Hastings,  Hazleton,  Kalamazoo,  Manistee,  Muske- 
gan,  Stantons ;  .Measles  at  three  places,  Detroit,  Holby, 
South  Haven.  Henry  B.  Baker,  Sec't. 

Lant<ing,  Aug,  20th.  1884. 


EDITEMS. 


The  migrations  of  a  needle.  Chicago  has  another  wonder. 
A  Mrs.  Peabody  is  said  to  have  swallowed  a  needle,  and 
twenty  years  afterwards  the  very  same  needle  was  found 
and  renioved  from  her  son,  then  fifteen  years  of  age.  The 
case  is  exciting,  much  discussion  in  Medical  and  Surgical 
cMrcle^.     Phrenologist. 

Who  will  contribute  to  this  Journal  the  best  essay  on  the 
paradoxical   condition  of  man,  very  slow   pulse   with  rapid 
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breathing  and  quick  movement,  great  energy  and  rapid 
mental  functions? 

It  is  said  that  the  records  show  fewer  deaths,  births  and 
marriages  in  London,  during  1883  than  ever  before. 

In  New  York  City,  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  Diphtheria  cases 
die,  so  says  an  exchange.  A  real  reformation  there,  ought 
to  be  a  good  thing.  We  suggest  they  try  more  Medical  Leg- 
is  hition  to  elevate  the  profession, 

Plantago  Major  is  said  to  cure  rattle  snake  l)ite.  New 
York  Med.  Timea. 

Dr.  Erastus  Wilson,  the  eminent  Dermatologist,  of  Lon- 
don is  dead.  « 

The  highest  tribunal  in  Berlin,  has  decided  that  the  legal 
life  of  a  foetus,  begins  with  earlest  throes  of  advancing   labor. 

Dr.  B,  Robison  of  N.  Y.  exhibited  to  the  Pathological  Socie- 
ty of  the  city  of  New  York  the  heartof  a  nnm,  which  weigh- 
ed fifty  five  ounce-*.  Dr.  A.  Clark  noted  one  some  years 
since  that  weighed  fifty  seven  ounces.         IT.    West.  Lane, 

The  Women's  Medical  Colleore  of  New  York  has  recentlv 
been  compelled  by  a  writ  of  Mandamus,  to  give  its  diploma 
to  a  lady  candidate,  who  succeeded  in  establishing  her  qual- 
ifycations,  independent  of  the  Professors  vote.     Det.  Lan. 

•  The  Prookess  of  Cholera.  The  dread  mesenger  con^ 
tinues  widening  his  domain  in  the  trans  atlantic  infected  dis- 
tricts, and  has  thrown  its  van  guard  over  to  England  and  Ire- 
hind.     Mot  more    severely   fatal  perhaps,  but  continually 

*  'marching  on." 

Dr.  Dobson,  Loud.  Lan.  recommends  most  highly  the 
use  of  camphorated  steam,  for  the  imniediate  relief  and  pos- 
itive cure,  of  coryza.  He  uses  the  gum  camphor,  and  hot 
water,  one  drachm  to  half  pint  of  water.  Manages  to  cov- 
er the  face  and  head  and  steam  producer  so  as  to  force  the 
vapor,  into  the  nostrils  and  over  the  exterior.  Should  be 
repeated.     No  doubt  about  its  effectiveness  and  merit. 
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BOOK  REVIEWiS, 

Reports  from  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health. 

We  acknowledge  the  compliments  of  the  Michigan  State  Board 
of  Health  in  the  foltowing  list  of  circulars  issued  by  them,  the 
subject  matters  of  which  are  most  pertinent,  timely,  and  bear  the 
impress  of  professional  foresight,  and  state  interests. 

Restriction  and  prevention  of  diphtheria.  The  work  of  health 
olticers,  and  local  Boards  of  Health  of  Michigan,  including  duties 
under  laws  of  1883. 

Prevention  and  restriction  of  small-pox.  Prevention  and  re- 
striction of  scarlet  fever.  Prevention  and  restriction  of  cholera. 
Prevention  and  restriction  of  contagious  diseases. 

Our  northern  fifends  have  our  best  wishes  in  furtherance  of  all 
hygienic  matters. 

On  the  Diagnosis  of  Tumors  of  the  Anterior  Mediastinum.  By 
Professor  James  C.  Wilson  M.  D.,   Phila.    Pa.     A  reprint 

from  the  Journal  of  the  Amer.  Med.  Asso. 
The  tittle  of  this  monograph  is  explicit  and  explanative,  but  the 

pertinence  of  the  disquisition  requires  some  thoughtful  considera 

tions  to  realize  the  import  of  tumorous  conditions  of  this  hidden 

recess. 

Memoir  or  the  Nature  cf  DiphtherIa,  Drs.  H.  C.  Wood  and 
H.  F.  FoRMAD.  Phila.  Pa.  Read  before  the  National  Board 
of  Health. 

This  pamphlet  is  a  systematic  examination  into  the  Etiolog}'  and 
intimate  nature  of  Diphtheritic  tissue  change.     Is  illustrated  and 
ably  combats  the  baccillus  theory  of  Clabe,  and  elucidates  the  di- 
agnosis of  scarlatina.     A  most  interesting  and  valuable  essa}'. 
J,  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.  Pub.  Phila.  Pa. 

Transaction  of  the  South  Carolina  Medical  Association.  34th. 

Anni'al  Session. 

A  very  creditably  gotten  up  pamphlet  of  131  Pages,  and  com- 
prehending the  proceedings,  and  a  number  of  interesting  papers, 
constitution,   by-laws,  etc. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Moore  Pres.,  Kershaw.  Dr.  John  Forrest,  Rec, 
Secty.,  Charleston.     Dr.  H.  Fraser,  Cor.,  Seety.,  Charleston. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Missouri  State  Board  of  Health,  Semi- Annual 
Meeting,  July  8th.  and  10th.,  1884,  with  other  papers  and  various 
instructions. 

Recieved.     Announcement  of  Missouri  Medical  College,  1884-5. 


NOTICES 


Bromidia  and  Mmokphia  in  Delirium  Tremens. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Goldman,  Huntsville,  Ala.,   writes: 

'*Case  1. — Mr.  W.  R.  W.,  aged  thirty-five,  a  healthy,  strong 
man,  had  been  drinking  hard  for  a  number  of  days,  resulting  in 
delirium  tremens.  I  put  him  on  a  sol.  raoq^h,  and  tr.  valerian, 
one  ounce  each,  tr.  verat  vir.  (Norwood's)  one  drachm ;  teaspoon- 
ful  every  hour  till  sleep.  But  in  this  I  was  doomed  to  disappoint, 
ment.  I  then  prescribed  Bromidia  two  ounces ;  sulph.  morph. 
two  gi  ains ;  teaspoonf ul  every  hour  till  sleep.  The  result  was 
most  happy.  My  patient  fell  into  a  sound  sleep  of  some  twelve 
hours  duration,  from  which  he  awakened,  and  went  at  once  to  his 
place  of  business,  a  well  man. 

Case  11. — ^J.  S.,  aged  forty,  strong,  muscular  and  vigorous. 
Found  him  treading  the  border  lands  of  horrors,  with  every  symp- 
tom of  delirium  tremens.  I  put  him  at  once  on  the  Bromidia  and 
morph.  treatment,  with  the  same  result  as  in  case  1 — sound  sleep 
and  perfect  recovery.  Since  treating  the  above  cases,  I  have  re- 
lied implicitly  on  the  Bromidia  and  morph,  and  have  never  been 
disappointed. 

Acid  Mannate, — Acid  Mannate,  as  an  aperient  for  women  du- 
ring pregnancy,  is  much  safer  than  castor  oil,  and  is  very  palata- 
ble. 

It  has  been  found,  in  the  treatment  of  Cholera  Ivfmdum^  that 
there  is  a  great  advantage,  if  not  absolute  relief,  to  be  obtained 
by  the  use  of  Lactojyeptine  with  the  food  directed.  The  modus 
operandi  of  this  result  is,  of  course,  too  well  known  to  need  de- 
scription, but  of  the  good  effects  of  this  treatment  there  can  be 
no  doubt,     Gaillaird\s  Med^  Jour, 

Worthy  of  its  Fame. — If  any  medicine  is  fairly  entitled  to  the 
claims  set  forth  for  it.  Dr.  Barter's  Iron  Tonic  is  one.  Its  virtues 
have  been  so  well  established  that  it  has  become  a  staple  article 
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in  tlie  fullest  sense  of  the  word.  Thousands  of  people  whose 
health  and  strength  had  gone,  and  who  seemed  to  have  but  a  fee- 
ble hold  on  life,  have  been  restored  to  perfect  health  by  its  use, 
and  thousands  more  will  have  the  same  cause  to  rejoice.  It  is  a 
life  preserver  in  some  respects,  and  is  well  worthy  of  the  good 
words  which  are  spoken  of  it  by  the  many  who  owe  the  restoration 
of  their  health  to  its  use. 

From  personal  inspection  and  use  of  Park  Davis  &  Go's  Urin- 
ary Test-Papers.  we  call  the  attention  of  practitioner  to  their 
adaptation,  convenience  and  utility.  Price  in  sets,  50  cts.,  in 
leather  case  $1,50,  papers.  $1.00 

The  24th.  great  annual  St.  Louis  Fair  opens  Oct.  6th.  and  con- 
tinues to  the  11th.  Railroads,  passenger  and  freight  rates  both 
reduced.  Entries  and  space  free  and  open  to  the  world  ;  $50,000. 
00,  premiums. 

The  Zoological  Gardens  connected  with  the  fair  grounds  open 
all  the  year  round. 

The  grand  pageant,  the  Veiled  Prophets,  will  appear  the  even- 
ing of  the  7th.  St.  Louis  ablaze,  accommodations  abundant  and 
everybody  invited.     Illustrated  catalogue  ready.     Festus  Wade. 

Secty,  St  Louis,  Mo. 

Is  Work  Healthy?  Well  if  it  is  not,  it  ought  to  be  and  in  so  far 
as  the  drudgery  and  enslaving  labors  of  washings  are  concerned 
may  be  wholesomely  aided  by  using  the  Missouri  Steam  Washer. 

See  our  advertising  pages. 

Murdock's  Liquid  Food  has  now  stood  both  the  tests  of  time 
and  careful  scrutinizing  administration,  only  to  gain  increased  con- 
fidence and  confirmatory  proofs.  It  naturally  supplies  a  want  in 
natures  laboratory  or  a  physical  need  in  assimilation. 
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Short,  PUhy  and  Practical  Articles  Solicited. 


If  thou  bast  Truth  to  utter, 
Speak  it  boldly—  speak  it  all. 


ACUTE  DYSENTERY. 

A.  J.  SMITH,  M.  D. 

We  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  dysentery.  This 
disease  has  recieved  various  names  among  medical  writers, 
such  as  colitis^  colo  rectitis^  i&c.  It  is  however,  generally 
described,  as  flux,  bloody  flux,  &c. 

It  is  necessary,  however,  to  be  aware  that  many  persons 
are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  distinction  between  diarrhoea 
and  dysentery ;  for  if  you  rely  on  the  term  as  employed  by 
patients  or  their  friends  you  will  often  be  misled.  Often 
have  1  been  called  to  see  a  patient  said  to  be  suffering  from 
diarrhoea,  and  upon  examination  found  it  to  be  flux,  and 
vice  versa. 

Dysentery  is  an  inflammation  of  the  mucous  coating  of 
the  rectum  and  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon,  and  gradually 
extending  upward  as  the  disease  advances  in  intensity. 

It  is  characterized  by  mucous  and  bloody  discharges,  ac- 
companied by  severe  tormina,  or  pains  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  bowels,  and  generally  with  constitutional  disturbance. 
It  is  divided  by  authois,  into  two  forms,  acute  and  chronic. 
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ACUTE  DYSENTERY. 

Symptoms,  This  disease  may  commence  without  any 
premonitory  symptoms,  but  it  is  generally  preceded  by 
more  or  less  constitutional  disturbance,  indicated  by  gener- 
al lassitude  and  uneasiness,  with  pains  in  the  track  of  the 
decending  colon,  either  sharp  and  tiansient,  or  dull  and  per- 
sistent, and  by  constipation  or  diarrhoea.  There  is  always 
considerable  febrll  reaction,  if  the  case  is  at  all  severe,  but 
this  may  not  appear  until  the  local  inflammation  has  become 
established.  But  in  the  South,  and  West,  along  the  large 
water  courses,  where  there  is  much  malaria  the  disease  is 
always  preceded  by  a  well  marked  chill,  preceded  by  the 
incipient  symptoms  of  remittent  fever,  such  as  debility, 
lassitude,  disinclination  to  exercise,  uneasiness  in  the  head 
and  back  and  limbs,  and  general  derangements  of  the  vari- 
ous functions.  The  dysenteric  symptoms  may  or  may  not 
precede  the  febrile  reactiog,  dysentery  often  occurs  as  a  se- 
quel of  other  diseases,  especially  of  badly  treated  fevers, 
cases  in  which  ignorant  Doctors,  or  the  patient,  has  pre- 
scribed a  drastic  cathartic,  such  as  calomel,  podophillin,  or 
some  other  of  the  irritating  class,  cathartics. 

An  early  and  very  common  symptom  of  dysentery,  before 
the  disease  is  fully  developed  is  a  vague  uneasiness  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  generally,  accompanied  by  diar- 
rhoea. In  fact  there  is  no  mode  of  introduction  of  dysen- 
tery more  common  than  by  diarrhoea,  more  or  less  profuise 
and  protracted.  This  is  very  generally  one  of  the  earliest 
symptoms  where  the  disease  is  prevailing  epidemically  ;  but 
the  diarrhoea  is  under  such  circumstances,  accompanied  by 
soreness,  and  a  sense  of  weight  and  pressure  in  the  lower 
l)art  of  the  bowels,  by  which  it  is  clearly  distinguished. 

This  last  mentioned  symptom  increases  as  the  disease  ad- 
vances, and  in  severe  cases   produces  the  most  intolerable 
distress.     It  occasions  a  constant  desire  to  go  to  stool  even 
after  the  bowels  have  been   completely  evacuated,  and  the' 
effort  to  have  a  passage  gives  partial   or  temporary  relief, 
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although  nothing  at  all,  or  only  a  little  bloody  mucus  may 
be  dis<^harged.  The  frequency  of  these  efforts  at  evacuation 
will  vary  with  the  seviM-ity  of  the  case,  from  one  in  two  or 
three  hours  to  one  every  few  minutes.  The  tenesmus  as  this 
symptom  is  called,  is  some  times  attended  by  such  spasmod- 
ic efforts  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  rectum  that  prolapsus 
ani  is  produced,  especially  in  children,  which  is  a  very  dis- 
tressing and  troublesome  occurrence,  every  evacuation,  al- 
though it  api)ears  to  give  present  relief,  tends  to  increase  the 
irritation,  and  consequently  the  desire  to  go  to  stool,  and 
the  pain  and  spasms  attending  the  discharges,  increase  un- 
til they  are  more  than  hunnm  fortitude  can  endure.  As  is 
the  frequency  of  stool  so  is  the  increase  in  the  debility  of 
the  patient. 

The  character  of  the  evacuations  varies  greatly  in  differ- 
ent cases.  In  some  they  consist  of  pure  mucus,  in  others 
of  pure  blood,  and  in  others  still,  of  mucus  mixed  with  blood, 
which  last  is  their  most  usual  appearance;  sometimes  the 
discharges  seem  to  be  a  kind  of  blood  stained  serum,  or 
having  the  appearance  of  matter  in  which  fresh  beef  had 
been  mashed.  This  is  a  very  grave  symptom  and  most  com- 
mon in  epidemic  dysenter)'.  It  indicates  a  low  ccmdition 
of  the  vital,  and  a  tendency  to  decomposition  in  the  mucous 
tissues.  The  pain  and  tenesmus  are  perhaps  more  severe 
in  cases  where  the  discharges  are  principally  mucus  ;  for 
where  they  consist  of  pure  blood,  the  local  depletion  affords 
more  relief,  while  the  sero-sanguinous  evacuations  are  at- 
tended general  increasing  debility,  and  severe  griping  pains 
throughout  the  abdomen  ;  occasionally  small  lumps  of  hard- 
ened fcecal  matter  will  be  passed,  causing  much  pain,  but 
followed  by  great  relief. 

Connected  with  the  local  symptoms  I  have  described,  are 
usually  others  of  a  more  general  character,  unless  it  be  a 
very  mild  case  there  will  be  pyrexia,  whether  the  affection 
occurs  under  malarial  influence  or  not.  Hence  you  will  gen- 
erally find  an  excited,   and  hot   skin,  general  derangement 
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of  the  secretions.  The  liver  is  apt  to  be  torpid  or  eUe  over 
excited,  and  its  i?ecretions  vitiated ;  the  stomach  in  severe 
cases  is  often  affected,  causing  vomiting.  The  urine  i:»  gen- 
erally scanty  and  high  colored,  and  as  the  bladder  and  urje- 
thra  sympathy  by  proximity  with  the  inflamraed  bowels, 
much  pain  is  experienced  in  micturition  often  indeed  amount- 
ing to  stranguary.  In  females  the  vaginal  mucous  surface 
often  becomes  affected,  producing  more  or  less  leucorrceal 
discharge.  The  pulse  of  course  varies  in  this  as  in  other 
diseases.     It  is  not  generally  so  irrital)le. 

SPECIFIC  SYMPTOMS  AND  TREATMENT. 

When  called  to  a  case  of  flux  it  should  be  your  duty  to 
examine  the  patient  carefully  with  regard  to  the  character 
of  the  pulse  ;  with  regard  to  the  character  of  the  tongue  ; 
with  regard  to  the  character  of  the  discharges,  and  with  re- 
gard to  the  character  of  the  pain,  and  locality  of  it. 

1st.  With  a  small  feeble  pulse  veiy  frequent,  and  a  mu- 
cus discharge  from  the  rectum,  the  Tinct.,  Aconite,  ten 
drops  ;  Tincl . ,  Ipicac,  twenty  drops  ;  to  four  ounces  of  water, 
Teaspoonfull  every  half  hour  should  be  given.  With  a  more 
full  and  bounding  pulse,  five  drops  of  Veratrum,  should  be 
added  to  the  mixture.  If  there  should  be  peculiar  umbilical 
pain,  four  drops  of  Tinct.,  Nux  Vomica  should  be  added  to 
the  above  mixture.  But  if  there  should  be  indication  for 
Belladonna,  it  should  be  put  up  alone  and  given  alone,  or 
in  connection  with  the  Nux. 

With  a  pallid  tongue  Bicarb.,  Soda  should  be  given  ten 
grains  to  a  glassfull  of  water.  With  the  pallid  dirty  tongue, 
the  Sulphite  of  Soda,  is  the  remedy.  With  a  red  tongue, 
a.i  acid  is  indicated.  If  a  red  dirty  tongue,  the  Sulphurus 
Acid  ;  if  a  red  brown  tongue.  Muriatic  Acid. 

2nd.  With  regard  to  the  discharges,  when  of  a  clear  mu- 
cus character,  Ipicac  and  Aconite  is  sufficient ;  if  of  a  sero- 
sanguinous  character.  Antiseptics  are  wanted.  Acids  wilj 
be  the  proper  antiseptics  indicated  if  by  the  tongue,  or  al- 
kalies if  their  peculiar  indication  is  present,  or  Baptisia  Tinc- 
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torn  ;  if  there  be  a  dark  mucus  membrane;  if  abundant  red 
bloodin  the  discharges  the  oil  of  Erigeron  or  Tinct.,  Ham- 
mamelis ;  if  the  discharges  have  consider«l)le  foetor  with 
some  hemoi*hage,  charcoal  is  indicated. 

3rd.  With  regard  to  the  pain,  if  sharp  and  hmcinating 
Gellseminum,  is  indicated;  if  dull  and  aching,  Tinct.,  Ma- 
crotys  is  wanted  ;  if  there  be  considerable  tormina  when  at 
stool,  Dioscorea  Villosa  is  indicated  and  should  be  given 
in  decoction.  Dioscorea  in  my  opinion  has  no  equal,  in  dys- 
entery where  there  is  severe  tormina. 

Counter  irritation  over  the  entire  abdomen  should  be  re- 
sorted to  when  ever  there  is  spasm  of  the  intestines. 

4th.  To  quiet  irritation  of  the  stomach  where  there  is  vom- 
iting, an  emetic  should  be  given  if  indicated,  if  not  and  there 
is  continued  retching  and  vomiting  you  will  find  Sub.  Nit, 
Bis.  fifteen  grains ;  Sulphate  Morphine,  one  grain  ;  Fiat 
chart.  No.  12,  one  to  be  given  every  ten  minutes  as  long  as 
is  necessary,  or  if  the  tongue  is  red  and  sleek  the  Liquid 
Bismuth  is  better,  combined  with  a  small  amount  of  strych- 
nia, say  the  1-00  part  of  a  grain  as  a  dose. 

5th.  Is  to  attend  to  the  condition  of  the  bowels  and  should 
you  be  satisfied  that  there  is  evident  accummnlations  in  the 
bowels  as  hardened  yiBca/  matter  in  the  pouches  of  the  colon, 
the  best  olive  oil  should  be  given  every  two  to  four  hours 
until  it  operates,  which  will  give  great  relief  to  your  patient. 

If  there  should  be  stranguary  or  complete  retention  of 
urine,  and  the  patient  makes  many  fruitless  attempts  and 
cannot  pass  it,  and  there  is  an  expression  of  agony  in  the 
countenance,  with  a  pinched  expression  about  the  nose  and 
mouth,  you  should  not  attempt  to  use  the  catheter,  but  at 
once  put  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  Lobelia,  in  doses 
sufiScient  to  bring  on  intense  nausea,  at  the  same  time  put 
him  in  a  hot  bath. 

With  a  few  more  words  I  am  done.  By  observing  the 
above  rules,  and  watching  indications  for  remedies  you  will 
have  abundant  success,  in  treating  flux. 
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INVISIBLE,  INTANGIBLE,  YET  REAL. 

UELLUM. 


Such  as  the  above  are  many  things  in  nature,  we  know 
them  simply  by  their  manifestations.  Every  telescope  of 
increased  power  reveals  to  us  another  gradation  of  magnitude 
of  space,  every  microscope  of  increased  power  leads  u^s 
to  portals  of  minuter  divisions  of  matter,  so  also  there  are 
gradations  of  sound,  of  light,  of  color  and  of  force,  which 
not  every  person  is  able  to  recognize  without  assistance,  that 
assistance  is  simply  certain  favorable  conditions,  the  lack 
of  these  conditions  is  the  reason  why  so  little  progress  has 
been  made  therein. 

From  the  experinients  and  observations  of  others  in  this 
direction  together  with  our  own,  we  deduce  the  following: 
namely  that  there  is  an  endless  motion  of  every  particle  of 
matter  even  of  that  part  of  matter  usually  called  ''inert." 
Motion  in  the  first  place  produces  heat,  this  accounts  for 
the  so  called  "Latent  heat"  in  substances  a[)parently  not 
moving.  Jf  we  increase  the  motion,  we  have  light,  increase 
it  ngain  and  we  have  electricity,  and  as  is  well  known,  a  cur. 
rent  of  magnetism  at  right  angles.  So  much  many  will  c(»n- 
cede,  but  each  of  the  aforesaid  has  again  its  gradation.  As 
there  are  (»ctaves  of  tone  in  music  and  * 'octaves  of  light" 
and  ''octaves  of  color"  so  there  are  also  man}'  gradations  of 
heat,  of  light,  of  electricity  and  of  magnetism,  not  ordina- 
rily recognizable  by  the  senses  except  under  very  favorable 
conditions  of  surroundings,  or  of  the  person  observing  them. 
Here  is  where  we  get  into  debatable  ground.  Take  for  in- 
stance magnetism,  every  one  that  has  ever  seen  a  loadstone 
attract  a  needle  would  admit  that  there  is  a  power  to  do  so, 
though  not  discernable  except  by  its  manifestation,  but  when 
we  assert  that  from  every  magnet  there  is  emitted  also  a  lu- 
minous ray  f lom  each  ptile  not  closed  by  an  armature,  and 
that  indeed  every  substance  in  the  Universe  gives  off  a  mag- 
netic ray  or  "Aura"   then  we  can  see  the  corners  of  many 
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people's  mouths  turn  up  into  an  incredulous  smile ;  never- 
theless we  have  to -state,  somewhat  dogmatically  it  is  true, 
that  the  higher  the  organism  the  more  refined  becomes  this 
Aura.  Dr.  Babbit  of  New  York  has  even  at  times  been  able 
to  describe  the  various  colors  appertaining  to  it  as  they  em- 
anated from  the  head  of  some  person  under  examination,  and 
found  that  from  the  frontal  region  the  luminosity  was  of  a 
bluish  tint,  towards  the  crown  of  the  head  it  appeared  yellow, 
while  lower  down  posteriorly  towards  the  occiput  it  appear- 
ed red,  approaching  to  a  dark  purple  almost  black 

Of  course  many  would  deem  him  a  visionary  crank,  but 
we  are  often  too  much  like  the  ostrich,  who  it  is  said  will 
hide  his  head  in  the  sand,  believing  that  what  he  does  not 
see,  nobody  else  can  see. 

So  also  in  regard  to  force,  there  is  probably  but  one  force 
in  the  universe  of  a  dual  nature,  namely  attraction  and  re- 
pulsion with  a  great  many  gradations  of  manifestations  ac- 
cording to  the  substances  through  which  it  is  manifested  and 
the  conditions.  Thus  we  have  mechanical,  chemical,  elec- 
trical, magnetic  and  many  other  forces,  all  resolvable  to  eith- 
er one  or  the  other  of  the  aforementioned.  If  a  person  buys 
a  pound  of  sugar,  it  is  measured  by  the  amount  of  attraction 
that  pound  of  sugar  has  towards  the  center  of  the  earth  ac- 
cording to  a  standard  of  comparison  called  weight,  and  so 
adhesion  and  cohesion — centripetal  and  centrifugal,  expan- 
sion and  contraction,  even  social  affinity  and  disaffinity  are 
all  b«t  different  degrees  of  attraction  and  repulsion^  although 
we  cannot  always  in  our  present  state  of  advancement  trace 
effects  to  causes,  nor  causes  to  their  effects.  To  illustrate  : 
we  are  in  the  habit  of  expecting  from  a  person,  noted  for 
great  physical  strength,  a  large  muscular  and  osseous  frame 
and  such  is  almost  invariably  the  case ;  yet  there  are  many 
persons  who  have  witnessed  the  feats  of  muscular  strength 
as  exhibited  by  two  human  beings,  said  to  have  come  from 
Borneo  some  time  ago  ;  neither  of  them  weighed  much  more 
than  forty  pounds,  and  their  muscles  were  very  small,  yet 
the  strength  they  possessed  was  extraordinary  particularly 
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ill  one  of  them  who  would  take  any  man  from  the  audience 
weighing  over  two  hundred  pounds,  b}  the  knees,  and  throw 
him  some  distance  forwards,  lifting  him  clear  of  his  feet. 

So  much  for  muscular  power  without  apparently  any  mus- 
cle ;  but  would  it  not  be  more  remarkable  to  find  the  com- 
bined weight  of  three  men  who  dip  the  scale  at  five  hundred 
jxmnds  also  thrown  forward,  chair  and  all,  upon  which  they 
were  seated,  and  what  is  the  most  remarkable  without  any 
muscular  power  at  all,  no  more  than  you  can  expect  from 
the  palm  of  the  hand  of  a  child? 

Again  three  persons  try  with  both  hands  and  all  their 
might  to  press  down  to  the  floor  a  broom-handle — ^Ji  bil- 
liard cue — ^a  hi<;kory  stick,  or  any  kind  of  a  stick,  and  are 
prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  samechild  simply  placing 
the  open  palm  of  her  hand  without  the  least  effort,  exertion 
or  even  muscular  contraction  again.«t  the  end  of  it. 

To  insist  upon,  that  such  persons  holding  the  stick  are 
mesmerized  or,  that  there  are  invisible  wires,  is  simply  like 
proving  that  the  earth  is  flat  and  doe*^  not  revolve,  because  a 
hollow  stump  in  the  forest  retains  the  water  several  days 
after  a  rain. 

Giving  but  a  brief  outline  of  this  Astounding  Phenome- 
non  of  "aural"  force,  or  '*odic"  force  as  manifested 
through  this  child,  a  girl  but  fourteen  years  of  age  would 
take  several  hundred  pages,  suffice  it  to  say  here,  that  as 
far  as  her  appearance  is  concerned,  she  is  ileither  fleshy  nor 
lean,  but  well  proportioned,  of  a  nervo-sanguine  or  cephalo- 
sanguine  temperament,  with  normal  pulse  (75  per  min.) 
normal  repiration  (about  18  per  min.)  also  normal  temper- 
ature (98  deg.  F.)  no  great  difference  being  discernable 
after  as  before  her  exhibition  of  power.  What  Colonel 
Alcott  observed  among  the  Yokirs  of  the  East  Indies  as  to 
their  power  of  moving  persons  and  things,  has  at  last  fouiid 
an  equal  if  not  a  superior,  in  this  child  Mattie  Lee  Price, 
the  daughter  of  a  plain  man  of  no  pretentions,  a  native  of 
Georgia. 
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The  mother,  sister  and  brother. of  this  girl  died  several 
years  ago  and  her  father  noticed,  it  seems,  this  extraor- 
dinary power  only  last  Christmas  (1883)  when  she  and 
other  children  were  engaged  at  play.  It  is  not  necessary  in 
this  place  to  go  into  details  of  the  experiments  on  that  sub- 
tle matter  by  Baron  Reicheul)ach,  Fishbough — Dr.  J.  R. 
Buchanan,  Dr.  Newton,  and  others,  except  to  state  that 
they  have  established  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  that  there 
are  forces  in  nature  hitherto  unexplored,  not  recognized  by 
the  senses  or  the  intellect,  nay,  not  even  dreamed  of.  Baron 
Reichenbach,  for  want  of  a  better  name  called  it  Odic  or 
odyllic  force  (from  the  Greek  Oddos  a  way  or  passage)  more 
scientifically  correct  would  it  be  to  apply  to  it  the  more  re- 
cent name  some  have  invented  in  calling  it  radiant  matter. 

For  it  is  matter  of  an  exceedingly  attenuated  nature,  ra- 
diating out,  when  noi  interrupted  by  an  artificial  or  natural 
armature,  into  every  direction,  at  the  same  time  it  is  matter 
convertable  like  any  other  substance  into  heat,  light  or  elec- 
tricity, only  of  a  much  finer  nature,  Fishbough  calls  it  Odic- 
heat,  Odic-light,  Odic-aura  and  magnetism. 

Formerly  and  even  to  a  large  extent  now,  everything  that 
exists  has  been  divided  into  three  conditions  or  three  states 
of  matter,  solids,  liquids  and  gases,  but  it  is  high  time  in  this 
advanced  age  to  add  this  fourth  state  or  Radiant  Matter 
into  our  textbooks,  since  the  difference  between  solids  and 
liquids — liquids  and  gases  is  no  greater,  than  that  between 
gases  and  Radiant  Matter, 

Spiritualists  have  at  times  observed  unaccountable  phe- 
nomena with  tables  and  other  objects  that  would  move  not 
by  muscular  power,  as  many  skeptics  have  supposed,  but 
independent  of  muscular  contraction.  Usually  it  is  the  re- 
sult of  a  combined  aura  force  of  several  or  many  persons 
concentrating  or  rather  seeking  an  outlet  at  the  point  of 
least  resistance  in  one  person  or  one  spot.  Not  so  with  this 
young  lady,  the  entire  force  of  a  number  of  persons  seems 
to  be  concentrated  in  her,  and  can  in  turn  be  manifested 
throngh  a  number  of  persons,   moving  them   around  with 
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the  palm  of  her  hand  just  as  toys  in  the  hands  of  a  child, 
and  as  before  remarked  without  contraction  of  either  Bi- 
ceps, Triceps,  Deltoid  or  any  of  the  muscles  of  the  arm. 

It  is  usual  to  talk  of  such  things  as  superhuman  and  su- 
pernatural, l)ut  it  stands  quite  to  reason,  that  nothing  can  be 
manifested  through  a  human  being,  except  what  must  be 
humaiiy  and  nothing  exists  in  nature  except  what  is  natural. 

Unfortunately  our  schools  on  Mental  Philosophy,  and  our 
schools  of  Metaphysics  throw  no  light  upon  the  subject,  as 
Charles  Thoreau  remarked  :  * 'There  are  many  teachers  of 
philosophy  but  very  few  philosophers''  and  we  are  therefore 
frequently  compelled  to  obtain  information  from  what  are 
often  deemed  less  reliable,  if  not  so  called  hetrodox  author- 
ities, and  we  only  hope,  that  by  this  and  all  similar  phenom- 
ena demonstrably  real,  physicians  whose  puri)ose  it  is  to 
study  the  human  body  as  a  whole,  and  in  its  parts,  as  well 
as  every  scientist  who  makes  any  pretense  to  seeking  the 
revelations  of  progressive  knowledge,  will  for  once  throw 
aside  prejudice,  and  investigate  fairly  and  impartially  a  sub- 
ject in  regard  to  which,  we  aTre  simply  on  the  thresh-hold,  for 
we  sincerly  believe,  that  in  a  medical,  no  less  than  in  a  scien- 
tific point  of  view,  much  benefit  will  yet  accrue  from  its  pe- 
rusal. This,  at  least,  is  the  opinion  of  impartial  observers 
and  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  looked  somewhat  into 
occult  sciences  with  the  disinterested  desire  of  gaining  in- 
formation for  their  own  benefit  not  only,  but  that  of  man- 
kind at  large.  • 


THE  ELECTRO-GALVANIC  BATTERY  AS 
A  UTERINE    HEMOSTAT  OR  MOTOR  STIMULANT. 

R.  D.  FAIREX,  M.   D. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  profession  have  wit- 
nessed the  inefficacy  of  oxytocics  in  certain  conditions  of 
the  uterus,  and  their  inability  to  produce  contraction  in  the 
organ,  has  been  the  cause  of  many  deaths  notwithstanding 
the  application  of  astringent  sponge  tents,  ice,  tampon,  &0. 
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It  appears  to  me  that  any  apparatus  which  will  systematical 
ly  contract  the  uterinum  must  he  an*invaluai)le  acquisition 
to  the  obstetric  armamentarium. 

My  object  in  addressing  you  is  not  to  claim  originality  in 
the  application  of  electricity  to  the  uterus,  but  to  solicit  a 
more  general  use  of  it  by  the  profession  for  this  particular 
purpose,  as  a  uterine  contractor;  and  as  such  I  may  say  it 
is  infallable.  There  is  hardly  an  instance  of  uterine  hemor- 
rhagij  where  the  battery  wiH  not  be  effective.  In  Post  Par- 
turn  hemorrhage,  fro.n  atony,  retained  placenta,  abortions 
hemorrhage,  uterine  tumors,  and  in  that  atonic  condition  of 
the  muscular  system  after  the  administration  of  anesthetics. 
There  is  always  danger  of  producing  premature  labor  if  the 
battery  be  applied  to  the  pregnant  uterus ;  Its  application 
to  the  uterus  when  not  occupied  by  a  foetus  will  cAuse  in- 
stant contraction.  In  conducting;  the  electric  fluid  through 
the  uterinum  no  eliptical  or  globular  metallic  substances 
should  come  in  contact  with  the  integuments.  Metallic 
contact  with-  the  mucous  membrane  gives  a  sensation  of 
cutting  and  burning,  whereas  a  moistened  sponge  will  per- 
mit a  greater  flow  of  electricity  and  becomes  uncomfortable 
to  the  extent  of  the  muscles  contracted  and  no  more. 

We  have  used  a  soft  sponge  about  one  and  one  half  inch 
in  diameter  attached  to  a  thick  insulated  conductor,  eight 
inches  long,  this  is  applied  to  the  external  os,  and  its  termi- 
nation to  the  induction  binding  post  (it  matter  little  if  it  be 
positive  or  negative. )  Over  the  hypogastric  region  we  place  a 
larger  sponge,  five  inches  in  diameter  which  is  also  attached 
to  an  insulated  handle  and  connected  with  a  binding  post. 
The  amount  of  electricity  which  will  cause  a  decided  mus- 
cular contraction  of  the  superior  extremities  will  be  sufficient 
to  contract  the  uterus. 

The  battery  is  much  superior  to  any  -and  all  medicinal 
oxytocics,  and  will  not  produce  hour  glass  contractions, 
both  longitudinal  and  transverse  fibres  are  simultaneously 
affected  by  the  electric  fluid  and  you  have  a  natural  uniform 
contraction,  it  will   contract  the  uterus  in  the  cadaver ;  the 
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only  disadvantage  it  has  is  its  bulk;  it  cannot  b3  carried  in 
the  vest  pocket.  In  the  hands  of  the  ill  informed  it  may 
produce  Metritis,  Peritonitis  &c,  but  this  will  never  happen 
to  a  well  informed  practitioner  or  judicious  man.  The  cell 
which  will  generate  the  greatest  quantity  of  electricity  from 
smallest  amount  of  elements  is  one  composed  of  two  pieces 
of  carbon  each  measuring  four  in'-hes  long  by  one  inch  in 
diameter  and  connected  together  by  metallic  binder-,  leav- 
ing space  between  them  for  the  juialgamated  zinc ;  the  zinc 
should  be  four  inches  long,  two  inches  wide  and  one  quarter 
of  an  inch  thick,  and  should  not  come  in  contact  with  the 
carbons  ;  this  cell  will  run  a  battery  several  hours  at  a  time, 
and  is  not  likely  to  get  out  of  order  so  soon  as  others. 

I  use  a  Kidder  machine  but  others  may  be  equally  as  good. 
The  Gaffe  is  a  portable  affair  and  is  operated  with  mercury 
Bi  Sulphate,  but  gives  out  so  soon.  I  feel  confident  that 
after  once  using  the  battery  upon  the  uterus  to  cause  con- 
traction, no  practitioner  will  neglect  it. 

Trusting  the  profession  will  accept  this  in  the  spirit  it  is 
intended,  I  remain  :  With  Respect. 

New  OrleauH  La. 


AGUE  TREATMENT. 

B.  ACHELOR. 


About  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  sickness  prevailing  at  the 
present  season  of  the  year  is  termed  malarious  diseases  by 
the  medical  profession,  and  of  this  large  amount  of  sickness 
less  than  twenty  per  cent,  is  prescribed  for  by  practing 
physicians.  Was  there  some  specific  or  patent  medicine  be- 
fore the  public  that  speedily  cured  Ague  without  the  ad- 
vice of  a  physician,  there  would  be  nothing  strange  in  the 
fact  that  for  Ague,  a  physician  was  seldom  called. 

Just  as  far  back  as  we  have  any  written  history  we  can 
tell  what  has  been  the  most  popular  treatment  at  different 
periods  for  this  disease. 

Reference  to  medical  works  of  Great  Brittian,  written  in 
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the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  always  reconi- 
inend   bleeding  as  the  first  thing  towards   eifecting  a  cure. 

In  the  United  States  up  to  the  time  calomel  wa5>  driven 
out  of  use  by  a  pressure  of  popular  opinion,  a  dose  <if  cal- 
omel was  the  first  thing  prescribed,  by  a  regular  physician. 

About  the  time  Missouri  was  first  settled  the  regular  treat- 
ment was  to  pri'scribe  an  emetic  the  first  thing,  this  treat- 
ment was  very  disgusting  to  the  poor  slaves,  who  christened 
Miss(mri  the  puke  state  and  by  them  all  Missouri  Doctors 
are  called  pukes.  However,  it  is  common  to  call  all  Mis- 
sourians  pukes.  It  is  only  the  medical  profession  in  Missouri 
that  is  properly  entitled  to  the  distinction. 

I  think  it  is  a  safe  assertion  to  make  that  there  is  scarce- 
ly a  plant  growing  out  of  the  earth  that  has  not  been  tried 
as  an  antidote  for  this  disease.  Every  year  brings  before 
the  public  a  fresh  lot  of  new  remedies  or  new  combinations 
of  old  ones  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  if  some  lucky 
individual  could  discover  a  specific  or  never  failing  remedy 
for  this  disease  he  would  have  the  richest  bonanza  ever 
struck  on  the  American  Continent.  Just  so  long  as  we  are 
ignorant  of  the  cause  and  nature  of  a  disease  just  that  long 
will  the  medical  profession  be  ignorant  of  the  l>est  mode  of 
treatment.  There  is  not  a  man  living  who  believes  in  the 
miasma,  malarial  theory  of  Ague  who  successfully  cures  it. 
He  can  do  just  what  the  druggist  or  the  patent  medicine 
does  and  nothing  more,  that.is  can  stop  the  chills  a  few  days. 

That  alcohol  in  some  one  of  its  various  forms  is  our  great 
and  only  antidote  for  venoms  in  the  blood  is  a  fact  that  no 
intelligent  man  tries  to  dispute,  he  simply  makes  a  fool  of 
himself  if  he  does.  When  ever  the  medical  profession  ac- 
cepts mosquito  venom  as  the  cause  of  Ague,  they  will  soon 
learn  how  to  treat  it,  sucessfully  and  intilligently,  and  not 
before. 

A  great  many  speculations  have  been  indulged  in  as  to 
how  the  malarial  poison  acts  to  make  the  disease  in  all  its 
different  forms  a  well  defined  periodic. 

I  think  the  explanation  I  give  may  be  readily  understood. 
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It  is  simply  this,  the  venom  globules  of  the  mosquito  is  first 
deposited  iu  the  skin,  if  it  does  not  difFu^e  into  the  blood 
immediately  it  does  not  diffuse  at  all.  Heavy  exertion  or 
any  thing  that  causes  profuse  perspiration  causes  these  ven- 
om globules  to  enter  the  circulation,  they  are  small  enough 
to  pass  through  the  capilarie^,  but  are  liable  to  lodge  in  var- 
ious parts^  of  the  body — being  insoluble  tney  simply  act  as 
an  irritating  foreign  body  and  cause  a  great  increase  in  the 
natural  secretion  of  the  glands  where  the  lodgement  is 
formed.  This  secretion  being  more  than  the  economy  of 
nature  can  use,  the  surplus  secretion  undergoes  zymotic 
fermentation  and  becomes  dead  matter  in  the  circulation. 
Any  dead  matter  thrown  into  the  circulation  causes  fever, 
each  successive  fermentation  causes  another  paroxysm,  the 
severity  of  the  paroxysm  is  in  proporticm  to  the  amount 
of  the  increased  secretion. 

The  intelligent  physician  who  understands  and  accepts 
this  theory  of  Ague  will  treat  the  disease  successfully  with- 
out any  directions,  and  it  is  very  certain  no  believer  in  the 
invisible,  intangible  and  incomprehensible  malaria  has  ever 
been  able  to  find  a  specific,  or  do  any  thing  more  than  mere- 
ly stop  the  chill. 

The  physician  who  wants  patronage  and  practice,  must 
have  success.  It  is  all  silly  twaddle  and  nonsense  to  depend 
on  a  Diploma  or  Certific  from  the  sUite  Board  of  Health. 
It  is  supreme  folly  to  write  and  talk  about  how  to  treat  Ague, 
Yellow  Fever,  Leprosy,  Asiatic  Cholera  and  other  diseases, 
so  long  as  we  are  ignorant  where  the  lesion  first  commences 
and  how  the  disease  progressed.  About  the  size  of  the 
question  today,  is ;  those  physicians  who  accept  the  mo- 
squito venom  as  to  the  cause  of  Ague  never  fail  to  cure 
and  while  those  who  reject  it  are  without  success  and  near- 
ly without  patients  suffering  from  this  disease. 

My  experience  has  been  that  it  is  very  little  use  to  recom- 
mend to  physicians  any  treatment  for  any  disease  unless  I 
can  explane  in  a  satisfactory  manner  why  the  treatment 
recommended  is  a  success  and  whv  some  other  treatment  is 
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a  failure.  The  reason  why  quinine  fails  to  cure  Ague  is  that 
it  simply  stops  the  profuse  v^ecretion  of  the  glands,  but  ut- 
terly fails  to  remove  the  cause  of  the  profuse  secretion  which 
is  mosquito  venom  lodged  in  the  glands.  The  reason  why 
whiskey  cures  is  because  it  enters  the  blood  without  chemi- 
cal decomposition  and  whenever  the  whiskey  globules  comes 
in  contact  with  venom  globules  the  venom  is  neutralized 
and  made  harmless. 

Having  said  this  much  on  the  subject  it  might  be  wise  for 
me  to  say  no  more  and  let  every  physician  who  regarded 
Ague  as  a  disease  caused  by  mosquito  venom  use  his  own 
judgement  for  the  best  treatment.  Any  treatment  for  Ague 
that  is  a  success  is  good,  any  treatment  that  fails  to  cure  is 
not  good.  To  simply  stop  the  chill  is  not  curing  the  disease 
at  all.  But  the  same  treatment  that  is  proper  for  an  adult 
will  not  do  at  all  for  children.  Quinine  should  never  be  given 
to  a  child  under  one  year  old,  or  calomel  to  one  under  three 
years  of  age.  The  best  that  can  be  done  for  a  child  under 
a  year  old,  is  to  let  it  draw  the  breast  less  than  usual  and 
feed  it  cows  milk  that  has  been  brought  to  a  boil  when  it 
was  first  drawn  from  the  cow,  and  then  sweetened  very  sweet 
with  sugar,  and  about  a  teaspoonful,  of  100  proof  whiskey 
to  the  quart  of  milk,  added.  This  milk  will  keep  good  twen- 
ty four  hours,  and  if  the  child  is  kept  on  it  for  a  diet  will 
stop  the  paroxysms  in  from  five  to  ten  days. 

A  child  over  one  year  old  and  under  three  may  be  given 
quinine,  but  not  <;alomel.  If  the  type  of  Ague  is  a  chill,  it 
is  best  to  stop  the  chill  with  quinine  ;  if  the  type  is  remit- 
tent fever,  give  nothing  but  sulphur  and  whiskey ;  if  the 
person  is  older,  whenever  the  type  is  remittent  fever,  first 
give  a  dose  of  calomel  and  follow  this  with  whiskey  and 
sulphur.  I  have  not  said  how  much  calomel,  quinine,  whis- 
key or  sulphur  to  use,  for  the  reason  that  every  intelligent 
physician  is  supposed  to  know,.  The  quantity  must  be  var- 
ied to  suit  each  patient,  and  what  would  be  a  proper  dose. 
But  it  is  evidently  proper  to  remark  that  whiskey  will  not 
reach  a  venom  in  the  skin,  or  in  the  liver,  or  spleeiK  when 
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those  glands  tire  in  u  state  of  hiirhly  exalted  action  caused 
by  the  irritating  presence  of  mosquito  venom.  If  the  type 
of  the  disease  is  remittent  fever  the  irritation  is  in  the  liver, 
and  calomel  is  the  proper  thing  to  use  l>efore  the  whiskey 
and  sulphur;  if  itisa  chill  or  a  shake,  quinine  is  the  proper 
remedy.  As  a  remedy  or  antidote  for  venom,  whiskey  is 
said  to  have  been  found  by  a  surgeon  of  the  Brittish  army, 
in  South  Carolina,  during  the  Revolutionaiy  war ;  but  realy 
it  is  older  than  the  invention  of  lettei^s ;  it  is  as  old  as  the 
manufacture  of  wine.  Some  sort  of  alcoholic  drink,  such 
as  savage  life  afforded  a  prolongated  dance  in  a  sweat  lodge, 
and  sulphur  is  a  remedy  for  Ague  three  thousand  yejirs  old. 
To  be  certain  to  effect  a  permanent  cure,  it  is  best  to  give 
the  patient  a  heavy  sweat  in  a  vapor  bath,  but  whether  the 
best  results  are  to  be  obtained  from  a  big  drunk  gradually 
tapered  off,  or  smallest  quantities  used  daily,  I  am  unable 
to  say. 

With  small  children  I  have  always  had  success  with  the 
steady  use  of  whiskey  and  sulphur  without  any  other  ren^- 
edy,  except  sweating  them  over  a  vapor  bath. 

Adults  I  always  stop  the  chill  with  quinine  in  the  usual 
way  and  give  them  about  a  week  to  recuperate  ;  then  I  give 
them  a  sweat  in  a  vapor  bath,  al>out  bed  time— till  them  as 
full  of  whiskey  as  they  cjin  hold  and  cover  them  up  warm 
in  bed  and  a  successful  cure  is  always  the  result. 


ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE  SPLEEN. 

J.  BERGER,  M.   1). 


The  remedies  ordinarily  prescribed  in  enlai'gement  of  the 
spleen  very  seldom  give  satisfaction.  Mercury  in  some  form 
followed  by  quinine  is  the  treatment  generally  adopted  and 
always  fails  "to  go  to  the  spot."  Sometimes  Iodide,  of  Po- . 
tassium,  Bromide  of  Potassium  the  vegetable  alteratives  or 
some  preparation  of  Iron  is  given  with  little  better  results. 
Enlargement  of  the  spleen  is  almost  always  attributed  to 
malarial   diseases  and  as  malarial   disease   call^  for  quinine. 
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of  course  quinine  is  the  remedy  for  enlargement  of  the  spleen. 
My  first  cases  were  treated  on  the  above  plan,  and  were 
recorded  as  failures?.  The  treatment  I  have  been  giving  in 
enlargement  of  the  spleen  for  six  years  past  has  given  so 
much  better  results  that  I  have  concluded  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  readers  of  the  Journal  to  the  same  in  the  present  ar- 
ticle. I  will  give  one  case  as  an  illustration  of  my  treatment. 
In  the  spring  1882,  I  was  visiting  in  the  North  part  of 
Indiana,  and  met  Mrs.  W.  who  had  been  under  treatment  by 
several  different  doctors,  for  enlargement  of  the  spleen, 
I  found  on  examination  the  spleen  much  enlarged,  extend- 
ing well  down  into  the  region  of  the  pelvis.  After  learning 
what  the  treatment  had  been  I  was  anxious  to  treat  the  case 
and  finally  got  consent  to  treat  her.  I  put  her  on  the  follow- 
ing treatment,  and  kept  it  up  six  months  which  resulted  in  a 
perfect  cure. 

R     Fl.  Ext.  Chionanthus  ; 

Fl.  Ext.  PolymniaUve.  aa 3j. 

M.     Sig,,  dose  fifteen  drops  three  times  a  day.     To  be  al- 
ternated each  week  with 

B     Fl.  Ext.  Grindelia  Squarrosa gij. 

Sig. ,  dose  fifteen  drops  three  times  a  day. 
Apply  locally  over  enlarged  spleen  ointment  Polymnia 
Uve.  twice  a  day.  I  have  cured  several  cases  with  the  above 
treatment,  without  a  failure.     Sometimes  the  above  dose  is 
too  large.     When  too  large  it  prevents  sleep. 
Oak  VaUey,  Kans. 

PRACTICAL  THERAPEUTICS 

L.  H.  WASHINGTON,  M.  D. 


REMITTENT  FEVER. 

A  favorite  formula  with  me  in  this  fever  is  the  following : 
Nitrate  of  Potash,  2  drachms  ;  Powdered  Ipecac,  20  grains  ; 

Fluid  extract  of  Ginger,  20  drops ;  Water,  6  ounces.    Mix. 

Dose.    A  tablespoonful   every   hour,  until  sweating  is  fully 

established  ;  then  from  five  to  ten   grains  of  quinine  every 

three  hours. 
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In  cases  sKH'ompiinied  with  prominent  head  symptoms  it 
is  pn>per  to  commence  the  tresitment  with  an  active  cathar- 
tic ;  otherwise  it  should  be  avoided  as  tending  to  prevent  a 
crisis  by  the  skin.  Gastric  irritability  or  torpidity  of  the 
liver,  if  present,  should  be  treated  on  general  principles. 
E.  A.  Glezen,  M.  D.       Ireland,  Ind. 

Salicylic  Acid,  2  dracluns  ;  Sweet  Spirits  Nitre,  6  ouncet^. 
Mix.  Dose.  Atablespoonful,  largely  diluted  every  2  hours. 
For  children  under  12  years  two  teaspoonfuls  ;  infants,  from 
a  half  to  a  teaspoonful.  Have  found  this  treatment  very- 
satisfactory.     J.  P.  Thomas  M.  D. 

Regardless  of  the  stage,  grade,  or  duration  of  the  fever, 
the  patient  is  directed  to  take  half  a  grain  sulphate  of  mor- 
phia incorporated  with  15  grains  blue  mass,  to  l>e  followed 
in  half  an  hour  by  10  grains  sulphate  of  quinine  (in  pills), 
and  at  the  Siune  time  a  warm  foot-bath,  the  vessel  to  be 
placed  in  bed  and  the  feet  kept  in  it  for  half  an  hour.  The 
quinine  to  be  repealed  in  two  hours.  This  together  with  a 
little  ciistor  oil  in  ten  hours,  to  prevent  salivation,  is  the 
sum  of  the  treatment,  and  the  result  in  my  hands,  has  been  u 
profuse  perspiration  and  i\  speedy  subsidence  of  all  the  symp- 
toms— pain  in  the  he-ad  and  back,  thirst,  etc.  The  fever 
may  be  expected  to  be  subdued  in  four  or  six  hours.  While 
all  must  regard  such  success  as  a  great  desideratum,  many , 
will  doubtless  receive  my  suggestions  with  distrust  and  few 
I  fear,  will  have  ihe  lM)ldness  to  subject  to  it  a  pi'actical  test. 
W.  B.  Harvey,  M.  D.,         Canton,  Miss. 

In  remittent  bilious  fever  there  is  almost  contrnuons  vom- 
iting. It  is  useless  to  administer  quinine  by  the  mouth 
under  such  circumstances,  because  the  excessive  irritation 
which  it  produces  upon  an  intlammed  mucous  membrane, 
(rauses  its  rejection  at  once.  If  injected  into  the  rectum 
under  the  same  circunistances,  it  will  not  succeed  any  better 
because  rectal  absorption  is  diminished  on  account  of  poi'tal 
obstruction.  Now  if  you  apply  two  or  three  leeches  at  the 
epigastrium,  the  vomiting  will  be  an-ested  almost  certainly 
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and  you  will  be  «ble  to  get  the  quinine  absorbed.     Do  not 
use  either  mustard  or  blisters  here,  to  arre&t  the  vomiting, 
for   they    are  vascular  stimulants.     Topical   blood-letting, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  a  pronipt   vascular  sedative. 
W.  H,  Thompson,  M.  D.,     New   York. 

Relief  from  this  distressing  symptom  may  also  be  obtain- 
ed from  small  portions  of  ice  held  in  the  mouth,  from  the 
effervescing  draughts,  the  artificial  mineral  waters  of  the 
shops,  taken  perfectly  cold,  or  from  iced  lemonade  or  toast 
water.  Minute  dose^j  of  calomel,  say  a  third  to  a  half  of  a 
grain,  suspended  in  some  simple  mucilage,  and  repeated  at 
shoil;  intervals,  will,  very  generally  promptly  relieve  the 
gastric  irritability,  and  suspend  the  vomiting.  In  cases 
where  every  other  remedy  has  failed  in  relieving  the  irrita- 
ble state  of  the  stomach,  I  have  often  seen  it  promptly  re- 
lieved by  a  grain  of  acetate  of  lead,  given  every  hour  or  two 
dissolved  in  a  small  quantity  of  water. 
D,  F.  Cordie,  M.  D.,  Phila'. 

1  have  found  no  other  remedy  so  effectual  as  the  Bromide 
of  Potassium  to  reduce  the  temperature,  lower  the  heart's 
action,  and  to  allay  nervous  excitement  in  fevers  of  children. 
Its  effects  are  immediate  and  certiEiin,  and  the  results  far 
more  satisfactoiy  than  from  the  use  of  other  more  power- 
ful and  direct  arterial  sedatives.  Especially  is  it  of  great 
value  in  the  various  forms  oF  intermittent  and  remittent  fe- 
vers, combined  in  these  cases  with  quinine  and  sweet  spirits 
nitre,  and  administered  during  the  stage  of  excitement,  or 
it  may  be  given  in  a  more  pleasant  form,  by  dissolving  in 
sweet  milk,  with  implicit  confidence  of  good  results. 
F.  C.  Griser,  M.  D.,      Collins,  Ind. 

In  remittent  fever — though  not  equal  to  quinine  in  short- 
ening the  duration  of  the  attack — chinchonida  surpasses  it 
in  other  respects,  viz:  jt  can  be  given  with  safety  at  stage 
of  the  fever;   the  stomach   seems  to  tolerate  it  better  than 
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quii)ine.  It  rarely  producer  that  buzzing  in  the  ears  and 
effects  upon  vision  that  frequently  follow  quinine.  A  so- 
lution of  ohinchonida  and  sweet  spirits  nitre  is  the  best  form 
for  administration.     J.  H.  Mathews,  M.  D.,     Texas. 

In  remittent  fever  I  use  the  following  formula:  Sulphate 
Quinine,  1(>  grains  ;  Sweet  Spirits  Nitre,  4  drachmt> ;  Tinc- 
ture Gelseminum,  2  drachms  ;  Water,  4  ounces.  Mix.  D«>se 
A  lablespoonful  every  3  hours.  Thi-^  nnikes  a  pefect  solu- 
tion ;  and  as  a  rule  has  in  my  hands  rapidly  reduced  febrile 
sjymptoms,  and  curbed  the  distressing  nervousness. 
B.  B.  Trezevart,  M.  D.,     Dezarc,   Ark. 

During  the  stage  of  exacerbation,  apply  cold  water  or  ice 
to  the  head  and  give  :  Bromide  Potassium,  1  drachm;  Sweet 
Spirits  Nitre,  15  drops  ;  Water,  1  ounce.  For  a  dose — re- 
peat every  2  hours  till  the  period  of  defervesence,  when 
quinine  should  be  freely  given  ;  at  the  same  time  continue 
the  bromide  at  long  intervals  during  the  remission.  A  short 
time  after  the  first  dose  is  given,  the  patient  generally  be- 
comes quiet,  perspiration  commences,  and  the  mouth  becomes 
moist.     H.  T.  Hibbard,  M.  D.,     Scottsville,  Texas. 

For  the  headache  of  malarial  fevers  I  have  used  with 
much  success  the  following:  Bromide  Potassium,  2  drachms  ; 
Sulphate  Morphia,  1  grain;  Tincture  Veratruni,  20  drops; 
Water,  1  ounce.  Mix.  Dose.  Desertspoonful  in  water  every 
2  hours,  till  relit  ved. 

This  dose  (for  adults)  rarely  needs  repetition.  If  the 
stomach  is  too  irritable  to  retain  the  mixture,  we  are  obliged 
to  resort  to  other  means,  although  when  ounce  rejected,  an 
immediate  repetition  of  the  dose,  has  in  my  hands  been  ef- 
fectual. It  not  only  relieves  pai.i,  but  also  diminishes  the 
severity,  of  the  fever,  and  promotes  perspiration. 
H.  L.  Harrinorton,  M.  D.,     Warren  Co.,  Ills. 
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SELECTIOJSrS. 


INFANT  DIGESTION. 

HORATIO  K,  BIGELOW,  M     D.,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

The  (jue-^tiou  of  infant  growth  is  one  of  assimihition.  As- 
similation of  food  will  depend  upon  the  integrity  of  the 
digestive  fnnction.  The  digestive  system  of  the  new-born 
is  not  formulated  at  once,  but  develops  in  logical  ratio  with 
the  expansion  of  other  parts  of  the  body.  Its  measure  is 
the  requirement  necessitated  by  the  elaboration  of  tissue. 
Tissue  growth  is  a  slow  process,  demanding  especial  nour- 
ishment, and  varied  at  each  advance  in  age.  The  necessities 
of  the  child,  both  chemical  and  physiological,  are  not  those 
of  the  adult,  because  each  is  adjusted  with  great  exactness 
to  the  immediate  environment.  The  excess  of  non-nitrogen- 
ous matter,  which  is  an  essential  to  adult  life,  is  pernicious 
to  the  well-being  of  the  infant.  Muscles,  when  at  work, 
consume  principally  hydrocarbonaceous  aliments,  and  not 
albuminoid  substances.  In  the  infant  there  is  no  muscular 
exertion,  and  hence  it  draws  more  largely  for  its  develop- 
ment upon  the  nitrogenous  substances  than  upon  the  hydro- 
carbons. At  birth  the  alimentary  tra<5t  is  short,  the  caecum 
being  very  small,  and  the  masticatory  organs  are  absent. 
Bidder  says  that  the  ptyaline  appears  only  with  the  cutting 
of  the  first  tooth.  Reasoning  from  analogy,  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  the  pancreatic  and  intestinal  ferments  are  also 
inoperative  until  about  the  eighth  month.  Nature  is  not  a 
spendthrift,  and  she  would  not  call  into  useless  action  any 
function  not  demanded  by  the  necessities  of  her  own  handi- 
work. With  the  eruption  of  the  teeth  a  new  era  begins. 
Mastication  presupposes  increased  development.  Increase 
of  development  calls  for  increase  of  nourishment,  and  in- 
crease with  variety  in  nourishments  sets  up  new  digestive 
processes,  in  which  the  ptyaline  and  the  other  ferments  play 
an  important  pait. 
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The  alimentary  tract  of  the  infant  is  exceedingly  suscep- 
til)le,  so  that  nurjsing  women  have  to  be  very  careful  in  their 
diet.  Now  if  this  tract  is  so  impresvsionable  as  to  feel  any 
departure  from  a  standard  diet  in  the  mother,  how  much 
more  seriously  will  it  suffer  in  the  administration  directly 
of  unwholesome  cow's  milk — not  unwholesome,  perhaps, 
in  the  light  of  general  use,  hut  unwholesome  for  the  limited 
infantile  digestion.  It  may  have  an  acid  reaction,  or  it  may 
have  come  from  a  cow  in  lieat^  or  it  may  be  tainted  wnth 
certain  vegetable  substances  obnoxious  to  the  child.  The 
natural  food  of  the  baby  is  its  mother's  milk. 

An  intelligent  study  of  human  milk  will  lead  up  to  a  more 
just  comprehension  of  the  demands  of  infant  digestion,  and 
to  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  a  physician's  duty  in  pre- 
scribing for  such  cases  as  are,  unfortunately,  deprived  of 
the  mother's  breast.  It  would  be  a  valueless  encumbering 
c»f  space,  and  an  expenditure  of  time  without  protit,  to  cite 
one-half  the  analyses  that  are  matter  of  record.  It  best  sub- 
serves the  present  purpose  to  view  the  main  constituents  of 
human  milk  in  their  relation  to  certain  physiological  princi- 
ples. It  is  to  l>e  noticed  first,  that  woman's  milk  has  an  al- 
kaline reaction,  which  persists  for  an  indefinite  period,  and 
a  specific  gravity  of  about  1.0317.  It  contains  water  large- 
ly in  excess  (89.20  in  100  parts),  milk-sugar,  nitrogenous 
matter,  fat,  and  salines.  The  albuminoids  will  vary  in  dif- 
ferent women  so  largely  that  we  cannot  affii'm  that  any  an- 
alysis is  infallible.  A  fair  average  percentage  would  proba- 
bly be  about  4  84.  The  milk-sugar  (6.997)  is  much  greater 
than  in  <-ow's  milk  (4.92).  These  figures  are  only  approx- 
imately correct.  No  two  samples  yield  the  same  results. 
This  variability  in  the  composition  of  wonian*s  milk,  if  not 
pathological,  is  a  wise  dispensation  of  nature  to  provide  for 
the  exegencies  of  each  month  of  advancing  age.  Thus  the 
function  of  the  milk-sugar  as  a  heat-producer  is  kept  con- 
stantly in  mind,  while  the  absolute  rate  of  nutrition  may 
vary  within   wide  limits,   because  the  bodily  heat  must  be 
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preserved  at  all  hazard.  In  fat,  women's  milk  exceeds  that 
of  the  cow,  but  falls  far  below  it  in  albuminoids.  The  ash, 
or  mineral  constituent  of  milk,' is  chiefly  concerned  in  met- 
amorphosis. The  basi  phosphate  of  soda  is  invariably  found 
in  the  blood,  while  the  acid  phosphate  of  potash  is  the  chief 
ccmstituent  of  the  juice  of  the  flesh.  Phosphate  of  lime  is 
intimately  incorporated  with  the  nitrogenous  constituent 
principles.  It  is  very  generally  admitted  that  the  carbon- 
hydrates  lead  on  to  fat-production,  through  the  co-operation 
of  the  nitrogenous  and  saline  elements.  Nitrogenous  ele- 
nients  themselves,  when  in  excess,  may  also  serve  as  a  source 
of  fat.  Nitrogenous  matters  do  not,  probably,  undergo 
complete  oxidation  within  the  body  ;  a  portion  of  them  is 
eliminated  as  urea.  Fatty  compounds  are  of  higher  value 
as  force-producers,  because  they  contain  a  quantity  of  hy- 
drogen as  well  as  of  carbon  free  for  oxidation.  Pavy  says 
that  the  value  of  nitrogenous  compounds  as  force-producers, 
depends  upon  the  amount  of  unoxidized  oxidizable  elemen- 
tary matter  they  contain.  In  human  milk  the  percentage 
of  nitrogenous  matter  to  carbonhydrates  is  about  1.45. 
About  one-fourth  part  of  its  caseine  is  coagulable  by  acid. 
The  alkaline  reaction  is  highly  valuMe,  since  it  serves  to 
convert  the  casein  into  soluble  albuminoids  and  soluble  car- 
bohydrates which  are  great  heat-producers.  Writing  upon 
this  subject,  Kuss  says:  "It  is  generally  admitted  (Mole- 
schott,  Voit)  that  an  adult  consumes  320  grams  of  carbon 
and  21  grams  of  nitrogei!,  or,  in  other  words,  130  grams  of 
albuminoid  elements,  and  488  grams  of  hydrocarbons  and 
fats  (fats  84,  hydrocarbons  404);  it  follows  that,  in  this 
case,  the  normal  proportion  in  a  mixed  diet,  of  nitrogenous 
to  non-nitrogenous  aliments,  is  1  to  37,  while  in  niilk,  as 
well  as  in  the  egg,  the  proportion  is  1  to  3,  or  even  1  to  2  ; 
in  other  words,  the  quantity  of  albuminates  (nitrogen)  is 
much  larger,  and  of  hydrocarbons  (carbon)  much  smaller. 
This  fact  may  be  easily  explaned  by  referring  to  the  part 
played  by  the  hydrocarbons  in  regard  to  the  production  of 
force,  muscular  force  especially.  The  adult  draws  his  forces 
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from  the  comhustion  of  non  nitrogenous  substances,  the  al- 
))uniinates  scarcely  serving  for  this  purpose.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  the  organism  is  in  course  of  development,  the 
nitrogenous  substances,  are  indispen&ible  to  the  growth  of 
the  different  tissues.  It  is  therefore  easy  to  see  how  mis- 
taken is  the  common  practice  of  condemning  children  to  u 
diet  containing  a  large  quantity  of  starch  and  scarcely  any 
nitrogen." 

Woman's  milk  contains  no  s^arcA.  It  may  be  conceded 
that,  in  the  adult,  the  ptyaline  may  continue  its  action  in 
the  stomach  ;  that  particles  of  unconverted  starch  may  be 
transformed  bj"  the  pancreatic  and  intestinal  juices.  In  the 
infant  this  rule  cannot  apply.  The  baby  does  not  secrete 
ptyaline  until  the  sixth  or  eighth  month,  iieither  do  the  oth- 
er juices^  of  pancreas  and  intestine^  have  any  transforming 
power  whatever  before  that  period.  It  is  sheer  ignorance 
to  assert  that  small  particles  of  starch  can  do  no  harm  since 
they  undergo  transforniation  in  the  intestine,  when  the  truth 
is  that  they  not  only  act  as  irritants,  but  pass  out  of  the 
bowels  unchanged.  The  attenuant  of  woman's  milk  is  an 
important  factor,  of  which  we  have  little  absolute  knowledge. 
It  is  chiefly  in  consideration  of  this  point,  that  cow's  milk 
cannot  ever  be  safely  substitued  for  that  of  the  mother.  Be- 
fore it  can  satisfactorily  approximate  to  this  great  food  of 
nature,  it  must  be  radically  transformed  by  some  chemical 
process,  which  science  has  not  developed.  The  addition  of 
water  to  cow's  milk  will  reduce  the  percentage  of  albumi- 
noids into  harmonious  relationship  with  human  milk,  but  it 
does  not  suffice  to  change  the  characteristics  of  the  clot. 
To  use  starch  as  an  atteuuant  is,  of  course,  radicallj'-  wrong. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
interest  to  establish  scmie  definite  principles  of  treatment, 
in  cases  where  the  mother  is  unable  for  any  reason  to  nour- 
ish her  child  properly  and  sufficiently.  There  is  no  known 
process,  chemical  or  mechanical,  by  which  cow's  milk  alone 
can  subserve  this  purpose.  Up  to  six  months  of  age,  at 
least,  the  baby  needs  just  those  equivalents  found  within 
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the  mother's  breasts — nothing  more  and  nothing  less.  The 
compound  must  be  alkaline  in  reaction  ;  it  must  contain  no 
cane-sugar  (because  cane-sugar  must  be  first  converted  into 
grape-sugar  before  it  can  be  assimilated  ;  cane-sugar  is  fre- 
quently subjected  to  a  kind  of  acetous  fermentation,  pro- 
ducing excess  of  acids  in  the  infant  stomach,  so  that  bodily 
heat  will  diminish  and  disorders  of  respiration  and  circula- 
tion will  follow),  and  no  starch.  It  must  be  rich  in  heat- 
producers,  although,  as  I  have  said  before,  the  amount  of 
albuminoids  may  vary  greatly.  Position  has  something  to 
do  with  digestion.  In  some  bad  cases  it  will  be  found  that, 
if  the  infant  be  placed  in  the  usual  position  of  a  nursing  child 
in  its  mother's  arms,  that  will  assimilate  its  food,  when  ar- 
tificially fed,  much  more  readily.  In  the  nursing  child,  a 
by  no  means  inconsiderable  amount  of  heat  is  derived  from 
the  mother's  body.  An  artificially  fed  infant  is  deprived 
of  this,  so  that  there  should  be  some  compensatory  action 
in.its  food.  There  have  been  many  attempts  made  to  over- 
come this  difficulty,  and  our  journals  have  been  full  of  dis- 
cussions upon  that  matter.  It  may  be  said  that  no  artificially- 
prepared  food  that  does  not  meet  all  these  requirements  will 
be  of  perispanent  value  in  infantile  therapeutics.  What  is 
needed  is  something  rich  in  carbohydrates,  with  a  proper 
mixture  of  albuminoids,  salts,  and  moisture,  free  from  starch 
and  sugar,  and  alkaline  in  reaction. 

In  common  with  many  others,  I  have  often  been  puzzled 
as  to  the  best  way  of  meeting  the  emergency.  I  beg  leave 
to  append  a  few  cases  from  my  note-book,  as  bearing  upon 
this  matter : 

Case  I. — K.  S.,  colored,  five  months  old,  apparently  dy- 
ing of  marasmus  ;  vomits  frequently  J.  diarrhoea,  with  inabil- 
ity to  retain  nourishment.  Was  nursed  by  mother  until  two 
months  old  ;  then  was  fed  by  bottle  on  diluted  cow's  milk. 
Ordered  appropriate  remedies,  with  the  formula  of  infant 
food  as  advised  by  Meigs,  in  very  small  quantities.  On  se- 
cond day  the  child  was  no  better.  Gave  small  doses  of 
brandy,  burned,  with  sugar;  spice  poultice  to  abdomen. 
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Chil'l  continues  to  fail  ;  entire  inability  to  retain  nourish- 
ment. At  the  suggestion  of  a  professional  friend,  1  bought 
a  bottle  of  Mellin's  food  and  subjected  it  to  a  very  careful 
analysis.  It  seemed  to  be  a  close  imitation  of  mother's 
milk — so  that  I  commenced  using  it  at  once.  The  change 
was  immediate  and  permanent,  and  the  patient  is  now  a  thriv- 
ing girl  of  four  years.  The  effect  was  due  to  the  principle 
in  the  food  which  acted  upon  the  curd,  and  albuminoids, 
and  brought  the  cow's  milk  into  a  harmonious  relationship 
with  human  milk.  The  whole  system  of  the  child  was  poi- 
soned by  unwholesome  food,  which  it  not  only  could  not  di- 
gest, but  which  was  irritating  the  whole  alimentary  tract. 
It  wanted  beat,  and  it  wanted  nitrogenous  food.  I  satisfied 
myself  by  personal  analysis  of  the  constituents  of  the  prep- 
aiation,  and  found  that  it  contained  the  principles  which  it 
seemed  to  me  nature  demanded,  in  exact  combination,  and 
moi"^  satisfactorily  and  more  cheaply  prepared  than  I  could 
compound  upon  my  own   prescription. 

Case  II. — ^The  particulars  of  this  case  were  furnished  mo 
by  a  friend.  A  physician  was  called  to  see  a  case  where  the 
child  had  convulsions  after  each  feeding.  He  questioned 
the  mother  in  regard  to  the  milk  used.  She  persisted  that 
it  was  one  cow's  milk  from  a  fine  Jersey  on  her  own  farm, 
and  was  quite  unwilling  to  make  any  change.  She  was  finally 
persuaded  to  try  the  milk  from  another  source,  and  use  it 
with  Mellin's  food.     The  child  began  to  improve  at  once. 

Case  III. — Entero-colitis.  H.  D.,  the  infant  son  of  well- 
to-do  parents,  in  the  summer  of  1882,  had  been  allowed 
from  time  to  time  small  (juantities  of  starchy  food  in  his 
milk.  One  night  he  became  restless  and  irritable,  slept  but 
little,  and  when  sleeping  moaned  frequently.  Rejected  his 
food.  These  symptoms  continued  for  a  day  or  two,  when 
diarrhoea  set  in.  With  the  increase  of  inflammation  the  dis- 
charges became  more  frequent,  consisting  of  small  portions 
of  feculent  matter,  undigested  starch,  casein,  mucus,  etc. 
The  abdomen  was  tender  to  the  touch,  and  somewhat  swell- 
ed.    Vomiting  was  troublesome ;  pulse  148.  Ordered  warm 
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baths,  poultices  to  abdomen,  with  one  dose  of  spiced  syrup 
of  rhubarb  and  paregoric.  Then  gave  a  8imple  refrigerant 
mixture,  with  gradualiy  increasing  quantities  of  Mellin's 
food-  As  the  child  grew  better  its  abdomen  was  enveloped 
in  flannel,  and  it  was  kept  in  the  open  air  for  aa  long  a  time 
as  circumstances  would  permit.  It  thrived  upon  this  artifi- 
cial food,  and  s<ion  was  perfectly  well. 

These  cases,  which  might  easily  be  multiplied,  are  of  in- 
terest only  as  showing  that  the  nearer  we  approach  to  the 
essential  principles  of  normal  human  milk  in  any  substitu- 
tion that  we  may  make  use  of,  the  better  will  the  results  be. 
The  genei*al  cause  of  these  summer  complaints  is  one  of 
wholesome  or  insufficient  food.  Nature  never  offers  such 
to  her  new-born,  and  we  may  well  pin  our  faith  to  her  ex- 
ample. Feed  the  child  upon  that  preparation  which  assin)- 
ilates  the  closest  to  mother's  milk,  and  little  medicine  will 
be  required  in  our  cases  of  so-called  cholera  infantum. 
Arch,  of  Pedriatrics. 


CEREBRAL  PATHOLOGY. 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  FRENCH,  BY  J.  MULLEK.  M.  D. 

Dr.  Voisin  read  an  article  ;  before  the  Academy  of  Med, 
at  Paris;  on  the  raportor  i-elation  existing  between  the  de- 
velopment of  the  convulsions  of  Roland  and  the  movement 
of  the  inferior  members  of  the  body. 

According  to  repeated  observations  and  autopsies  in  this 
relation,  or  regarding  this  subject,  the  result  has  revealed 
that  there  is  such  an  association  or  relations  as  where  there 
is  defective  development  in  the  portions  of  the  brain,  there 
may  appear  a  lai^e  variety  of  blemishes  in  various  parts  of 
the  body,  such  as  retardation  in  the  walking,  the  position, 
and  even  movements  of  children  ;  depending  upon  arrest 
of  development  while  in  utero. 

To  attropby  of  the  convolutions  of  the  first  parietals,  but 
principally  the  middle  and  superior  may  be  attributed  sev- 
eral phenomena,  worth  remembering,  such  as  retardations  of 
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speech,  the  lack  of  movement  in  the  left  handed,  imperfect 
action  in  the  superior  muscles,  clumsiness  of  the  hands,  im- 
possibility or  diflSculty  in  learning  to  write,  the  incomplete 
and  unequal  development  of  the  feet ;  also  the  lack  of  sym- 
etry  of  the  ears,  also  incontinence  of  urine  until  a  period 
of  advanced  adolesence,  all  generlizinaf  in  degeneracy  of 
species. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

WHAT 
WE  REALLY    KNOW   ABOUT   ASIATIC  CHOLERA. 

J.  C.  PETERS,  M.   D. 

I  have  been  exceedingly  interested  in  Dr.  Barllett's  sug- 
gestive article  in  your  issue  of  August  30th.  But  a  sufficient 
number  of  well-established  facts  are  known  to  account  for 
all  the  peculiarities  and  vagaries  of  cholera. 

1.  Cholera  has  existed  in  Hindostan  for  centuries.  It 
was  found  there  by  Vasco  da  Gama  in  1496,  and  there  is  a 
perfectly  authentic  history  of  it  from  that  time  down  to 
the  present. 

2.  It  is  never  absent  from  India,  from  whence  it  has  been 
conveyed  innumerable  times  to  other  countries.  It  has  nev- 
er become  domiciled  in  any  other  land,  not  even  in  China, 
parts  of  which  li<j  in  the  same  latitude;  nor  iii  Arabia,  to 
which  country  pilgrims  go  every  year  from  India ;  nor  in 
Egypt,  nor  Persia,  with  which  communication  is  so  fre- 
quent;  much  less  in  any  other  of  the  world.  Canton  in 
China,  Muscat  and  Mecca  in  Arabia,  lie  nearly  in  the  same 
degree  of  latitude  as  Calcutta,  in  which  cholera  is  always 
existent  ;  yet  these  places  only  have  cholera  occasionally, 
and  then  only  after  arrivals  of  it  from  Hindostan. 

3.  The  arrival  of  cholera  in  other  countries  is  often  in- 
volved in  some  easily  removable  obscurity,  which  is  deep- 
ened only  by  the  ignorance  and  want  of  veracity  of  quaran- 
tine and  other  officials. 

4.  Cholera  is  almost  always   preceded   by  a  premonitory 
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diarrhoea,  which  hists*  from  one  or  two  to  three  or  four  or 
more  days  l)efore  urgent  and  characteristic  symptoms  show 
themselves.  Of  6,213  eases,  no  less  than  5,786  had  preced- 
ing diarrhoea.  The  sufferers  from  this,  sow  the  germs  of 
the  disease  in  numerous,  often  distant  and  obscure  places,  to 
which  no  choleraic  person  is  supposed  to  have  come. 

5.  The  discharges  swarm  with  infective  bacteria  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  some  of  which,  especially  Koch's  comma  bacilli, 
^«eem  to  be  specific. 

6.  The  disease  has  been  reproduced  in  men  and  some  few 
animals  by  their  swallowing  the  discharges. 

7.  The  discharges,  according  to  the  experiments  of 
Thiersch,  Burdon-Sanderson,  and  Macnamara,  are  not  vir- 
ulent and  poisonous  for  the  first  twentp-four  hours  ;  on  the 
!;»econd  day  eleven  per  cent,  of  those  who  swallow  them  will 
suffer;  on  the  third  day,  thirty-six  per  cent. ;  on  the  fourth 
day,  ninety  per  cent.  ;  on  the  fifth  day,  seventy -one  i)er  cent, 
on  the  sixth  day,  forty  per  cent.  ;  and  after  that  the  dis- 
<.^harges  have  do  effect — the  bacteria  die,  and  the  poison  be- 
comes inert. 

Professor  Robin  i-eproduced  colera  in  dogs,  and  the  cel- 
ebrated dog  Juno  died  of  cholera  in  Egypt  last  year.  Pro- 
fessor Botkin,  of  the  University  of  Dorpat,  reproduced 
cholera  in  dogs  by  the  subcutaneous  injection  of  the  urine 
of  cholera  patients.  Even  if  the  comma  bacilli  are  not  found 
in  the  urine,  other  bacteria  are ;  and  even  Koch  supposes 
that  they  secrete  a  virulent  poison  similar  to  that  of  some 
insects,  which  may  be  absorbed  in  the  blood  and  escape  from 
the  kidneys. 

8.  Some  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Hindoos  are 
very  peculiar.  They  always  defecate  upon  the  open  ground, 
and  will  not  use  privies  or  latrines.  This  is  a  matter  of  religi- 
ous obligation  with  them.  It  is  also  obligatory  upon  them 
to  go  to  stool  every  morning ;  to  use  the  left  hand  only  in 
wiping  themselves ;  to  wash  their  fundaments  after  stool ; 
to  wash  their  whole  person  and  clothing  every  day;  and, 
finally,  also  to  rinse  their  mouths  with  water,  and  this  they 
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often  do  after  washing  in  foul  tanks,  or  still  fouler  pools  of 
water.  On  steamships,  where  tubs  of  water  were  provided 
for  washing  their  fundaments  after  defecation,  Surgeon-Gen- 
eral De  Renzy  saw  many  Hindoos  ririse  their  mouths  with 
the  same  water. 

9.  The  population  of  Hiiidostan  is  iieaily  three  hundred 
millions,  and  at  least  one  hundred  million  pounds  of  feeoal 
matter  is  deposited  on  the  open  ground  every  day,  and  has 
been  for  centuries. 

10.  Much  of  this  foul  matter  is  washed  by  rains  into' their 
tanks  and  pools  of  water,  which  they  use  indiscriminately 
for  washing,  cooking,  and  drinking  purposes.  . 

11.  The  poison  of  cholera  has  repeatedly  been  carried  in 
soiled  clothing  packed  in  trunks  and  boxes,  and  conveyed 
to  great  distances. 

12.  Articles  of  food,  even  bread  and  cake,  as  well  as  ap- 
ples, plums,  and  other  fruits,  handled  by  persons  in  the  in- 
cipient stages  of  cholera,  have  been  known  to  convey  the 
disease. 

13.  The  number  of  epidemic  produced  by  cholera  discharg- 
es getting  into  drinking  water  are  almost  innumerable,  and 
those  from  contaminated  milk  are  not  few. 

14.  The  first  case  of  cholera  is  generally  counted  from 
the  first  fatal  one,  whereas  this  is  almost  always  preceded 
by  non-fatal  ones,  which  have  escaped  notice.  And  each 
subsequent  fatal  case  is  interwoven  by  one,  or  several,  or 
even  many,  non-fatal  cases.  If  the  string  of  a  row  of  beads 
is  broken,  and  the  beads  scattered  everywhere,  it  would  be 
just  as  improper  to  say  that  they  had  never  been  upon  a 
string  as  to  say  that,  because  all  the  fatal  cases  of  cholera 
can  not  be  traced  to  equally  fatal  ones,  no  connection  ever 
existed  between  them. 

These  points  are  necessarily  stated  catagorically,  but  ev- 
ery one  can  be  proved,  if  proof  is  called  for.     The  numer- 
ous and  very  large  pilgrimage  of  the  Hindoos  must  not  be 
forgotten.      iV.  Y,  Med.  Jour, 
83  Madison  Avenue,    N.  Y. 
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PRESCRIPTIONS  FOR  DRESSINGS. 

From  the  Pharmaceutical  Record,  May,  1883,  we  note 
the  following : 

Purified  Cotton-wool  (freed  from  grease). — Macerate 
ordinary  cotton-wool  in  benzine  for  ten  minutes,  press,  and 
dry  in  the  air.  Use  this  in  the  recipes  which  follow. 
Carbolized  Cotton-wool. — Take  1  kilogramme  of  purified 
cotton-wool  and  well  soak  it  in  2,1-2  litres  of  the  following 
solution  :  Carbolic  acid  100,  colophony  400,  castor  oil  400 
alcohol  2000  parts.  Spread  it  out  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
to  dry. 

Antiseptic  and  Styptic  Cotton-wool. — Prepared  as  be- 
fore, with  a  solution  of  tannin  5,  carbolic  acid  4,  alcohol 
50,  and  castor  oil  8  parts. 

Styptic  Cotton-wool. — Prepared  as  before,  with  a  solu- 
tion of  alum  2,  waters  12,  and  chloride  of  iron  solution  2 
parts.  To  be  dried  at  60  degrees  G. 

Benzoated  Cotton-wool. — Prepared  as  before,  with  a 
solution  of  benzoic  acid  5,  castor  oil  2,  alcohol  250  parts. 

Salicylated  Cotton-wool. — Prepared  as  before,  with 
a  solution  of  salicylic  acid  5,  castor  oil  1,  colophony  1,  al- 
cohol 250  parts. 

BoRio  Acid  Cotton-wool. — Boric  acid  10,  water  80, 
glycerine  10  paits,  to  make  the  solution,  which  use  warm 
and  dry  at  HO  degrees  C. 

BoROCARBOLATED  CoTTON-wooL. — For  the  solution  use 
boric  acid  5,  carbolic  acid  2,  alcohol  5,  water  80,  glycerine 
10  paits. 

Iodoform  Cotton-wool. — For  the  solution,  iodoform 
1,  ether  20,  glycerine  10  parts. 

The  proportion  of  the  active  ingredients  in  the  above 
preparations  can  be  increased  if  required.  The  products 
are  soft  and  supple,  and  the  use  of  the  glycerine  or  castor 
oil  prevents  the  deposition  of  fluff.  Where  it  can  be  used, 
castor  oil  is  preferable  to  glycerine^  and  the  colophony  is 
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better  than  paraffine,  which  is  sometimes  oi'dered  instead,  as 
the  latter  is  likely  to  irritate  the  skin.  Old  antiseptic  cotton- 
wool can  be  boiled  in  a  solution  of  caustic  soda  and  used  for 
veterinary  purposes. 


To  Prevent  ihe  Accidental  Breakage  of  Clinical 
Thermometers. — Over  both  ends  of  the  hard  rubber  case 
of  the  thermometerslip  pieces  of  thick  rubber  tubing,  allow- 
ing the  ends  of  the  tubing  to  project  beyond  the  end  of  the 
case.  Be  sure  also  that  the  thermometer  fits  the  case  close- 
ly, by  placing  cotton  in  the  inside  of  the  case  at  the  ends. 
When  these  precautions  have  been  taken  there  is  little  dan- 
ger that  the  thermometer  will  be  broken  by  falling  on  the 
floor,  or  by  being  struck,  because  the  rubber  will  act  as  a 
cushion  to  break  the  blow  and  prevent  concussion.  Zjiier. 
Nat.  Rev,  Med,  and  Surg,  Teck. 


Ovariotomy  in  a  Child. — Duchamp  reports  in  the  Arch- 
ives de  Toxicologic  in  the  case  of  a  girl  eight  years  of  age, 
that  presented  a  round  tumor  situated  to  the  left  of  the  um- 
bilicus ;  it  showed  undefined  fluctuation  and  was  exceeding- 
ly mobile.  The  mpidity  of  its  gi-owth  and  the  disturbed 
general  condition  prompted  laparotomy.  The  tumor  wa^ 
found  to  be  a  glandular  multilocular  cystoma  of  the  left 
ovary  with  a  long  pedicle.  This  was  ligated  cauterized  by 
the  Paquelin  and  dropped.  Complete  recovery  without  fe- 
ver followed,    Med,  Rev, 
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SNOWDEN  S  PERFECTED  ATOMIZER. 


The  illustration  on  opposite  i)age  shows  Snowden's  Per- 
fected AtoDoizer  as  manipuhited.  A  continuous  spray,  with- 
out effort,  is  thrown  into  the  throat,  nose,  ear,  vagina,  or 
other  parts  to  be  medicated. 

It  is  the  most  perfect  instrument  for  spraying  we  have 
yet  used  ;  and  is  peculiarly  adapted  for  a  variety  of  purpos- 
es. If  the  glass  vessel  is  filled  half  full  of  hot  water,  to 
which  is  added  a  drachm  of  Tinct.,  hydrastis  and  saoie  quan- 
tity of  Tinct.  Eucalyptus,  with  twenty  grains  chlorate  po- 
tass., and  thrown  into  the  vaginia,  throat,  or  nasal  passages^ 
will  speedily  remove  all  soreness.  This  quantity  will  serve 
two  sprayings.  Price  $2.75.  Atomizer  and  journal  one 
year  post  free  -4.00. 

Manufactured  by  William  Snowden,  No.  7  South  Eleventh 
St.  Philadelphia,  Pa.  F.  A.  E. 


E  U I  T  O  R I  .A.  I- - 

^For  the  Truth,  then,  let  ii8  battle;  And  its  might  Hbal)  Het  un  free." 


MAXIMS. 
Hilarity  is  essential  to  existence.  E(L 

Practice,  like  speech,  requires  great  delil>eration.         Ed, 

All  diseases  should  be  trusted  to  nature  when  art  cannot 
declare  an  assured  benefit  by  intervening.  Hibbard, 

He  is  the  best  physician,  who  being  educated,  best  under- 
stands the  corelation  of  forces  within  and  without  and  is 
able  to  reduce  to  practice  his  skill.  Ed. 

Physicians — Our  mistakes  have  only  been  equaled,  by  our 
mishaps  and  misguidances;  otherwise,  our  interests  would 
stand  paramount  to  all  others  and  our  pathways  be  smooth. 

Ed. 
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He  is  wise  who  is  able  to  learn  from  all  sources,  willing, 
to  avail  himself  of  the  experiences  of  his  superiors,  ever 
learning  wisdom  fiom'his  blunders  and  mistakes. 

Ih\  e/.  H.  Hanaford. 

The  daily  employment  of  every  power  of  the  body,  mind 
and  soul  is  the  necessary  condition  of  our  highest  develop- 
ment as  immoi-tal  beings,  h  condition  which  we  may  call 
htalth^  as  natural,  aside  from  violation  of  God's  laws,  ma- 
terial and  immaterial,  as  the  flowing  of  streams,  the  growth 
of  plants,  all  in  the  order  designed  by  the  creator  ;  our  health 
being  as  much  under  our  control  as  the  mental  and  moral 
growth.  Ih\  J.  H.  Hanaford. 


DANDRUFF. 


This  general  wonder,  is  so  very  common  as  to  exciti* 
the  inquir)  ;  did  any  body  ever  know  of  or  even  hear  tell  of 
any  body  that  was  exempt? 

A  real  pathological  nuisance,  grown  into  neglect  by  reason 
of  its  commoness. 

Thousands  of  cures  have  been  proposed  and  yet  perhaps, 
no  body  ever  found  a  cured  case. 

As  appropo  to  the  necessities  of  our  readers  and  the  uni- 
versal demand  for  better  studies  of  this  annoyance,  we  quote 
herewith  the  most  pertinent  dissertation  and  cogent  sugges- 
tions ever  coming  within  our  range  of  readings. 

Dr.  G.  T.  Jackson,  says. 

The  term  dandruff,  or  dandriff,  has  often  been  very  loosely 
Used  to  designate  at  least  four  distinct  diseases  of  the  scalp,  name- 
ly :  pityriasis  simplex,  seborrhoea  sicca,  eczema  erythematosum  or 
squamosum,  and  psoriasis,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  fifth  disease 
has  been  included  under  it,  namely,  a  diffuse  trichophytosis  capi- 
tis. Properly  speaking,  use  should  be  limited  to  that  scaly  con- 
dition of  the  head  which  is  due  to  seborrlicea  sicca  or  pityriasis 
simplex. 

Whether  these  latter  two  disases  are  identical  or  not  is  still  an 
unsettled    question.     By  the  majority-  of  the  German  systematic 
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writers  they  are  regarded  as  one  and  the  same  disease,  but  the}* 
present  enough  points  of  difference  to  entitle  them  to  separate 
consideration.  I  have  here  placed  them  together  for  convenience, 
as  they  give  rise  to  a  somewhat  similar  condition  of  the  scalp,  and 
are  amenable  to  the  same  treatment.  To  draw  the  line  sharpl}- 
between  the  two  is  sometimes  exceedingly  difficult. 

Seborrhoea  sicca  is  a  functional  disease  of  the  sebaceous  glands 
in  which  an  abnormal   amount  of  sebaceous   matter  of  abnormal 
consistence  is  secreted  by  them.    This  dries   upon  the  scalp,   and 
either  appears  in  the  form  of  thin,  fatty  plates  about  the  (mouths  of 
the  hair-follicles  or  adheres  to  the  hairs  in  flakes,   or,  if  of  more 
pronounced  nature,    heaps  up  into  thick,    fatty  masses  or  cakes, 
which  cling  with  a  good  deal  of  tenacity  to  the  scalp.     This  latter 
form  is  seen   very   frequently  in  children  during  the  early  months 
of  infancy.     If  portions  of  these   crusts  or  cakes  ai*e  rubbed  be- 
tween the  thumb  and  finger,  they  will  impart  an  unctious  feeling. 
The  scalp  in  this  disease  is  usually  pale  or  leaden-hued,  and  when 
the  crusts   are   removed   shows  no  tendency  to   moisture,  or  else 
exhibits  a  fatty,   glistening   surface  upon  which  the   crust  is  soon 
renewed.     In  some  cases  more  activity  is  shown,  and  the  scalp  is 
hyperaemic.     The   affection   runs  a   chronic  course,  is  generally 
quite  uniformly  distributed  over  the  whole  head,  but  in  some  cases 
it  is  confined  for  the  most  part  to  the   edge  of  the  hair  over  the 
forehead  and  to  the  vertex  of  the  head.     Some   pruritus  at  times 
is  present,    and   sometimes,  in   consequence  of  scratching,  there 
will  be  exconations.     When  we  have  the  head  covered  with  thick, 
fatty  crusts  which  give  an  unctuous  feeling  when  rubbed  between 
the  thumb   and  finger,  and  upon   being  removed   leave  the  scalp 
pale,    there  will   not  be  any   difficulty  about  the  diagnosis.     But 
in  those   case  in  which   only  a  few  dry  scales  are  present  and  the 
scalp  is  slightly  hyperaemic,  our  descision  as  to  the  disease  cannot 
be  so  readily  given. 

Pityriasis  simplex  or  capillitii^  is  essentially  an  interference 
with  the  cornification  of  the  upper  cell-layers  of  the  skin,  on  ac- 
count of  which,  instead  of  the  normally  compact  stratum  corneum 
we  have  a  constant  shall  ng  off  of  the  imperfectly  formed  epith. 
elial  scales.  The  whole  scalp  may  be  quite  uniformly  affected,  or 
the  disease  may  be  limited  to  the  vertex,  or  it  may  occur  in  circum- 
scribed patches.  The  scaled  are  thin,  easily  detached  from  the  scalp, 
sometimes  so  easily  as  to  be  readily  blown  off,  and  they  do  not 
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pile  up  into  crusts,  when  rubbed  between  the  thumb  and  fingers, 
these  scales  do  not  impart  the  same  unctuous  feeling  as  do  those 
of  seborrha^a  sicca,  though  there  is  usually  a  certain  amount  of  se- 
baceous matter  present,  as  in  seborrhowi  sicca  there  is  always  an 
admixtui^  of  epithelial  scales.  More  or  less  hypersemia  is  usually 
present,  though  in  some  cases  the  scalp  is  of  normal  color.  There 
is  never  any  moisture  of  the  scalp.  Pruritus  often  annoys  the  pa- 
tient, especially  when  he  is  overheated  or  is  using  his  brain  active- 
ly, and  this  inviting  scratching,  excoriations  are  often  met  wivh. 

These  two  diseases^  differing  mainly  in  their  essential  lesion  and 
constituting  dandruff,  causiiig  annoyance  by  the  constant  falling 
of  the  scales  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  patient^  ruining  the  cloth- 
ing or  giving  it  the  appearance  of  being  powdered,  and  by  the  pru- 
iitus  which  attends  them.  It  is  for  these  reasons,  in  most  cases, 
that  the  patients  apply  to  us  for  relief.  But  dandruff  is  in  many 
cases  the  forerunner  of  baldness,  and  the  fact  that  a  long  contin- 
ued seborrhoBa  sicca,  or  pityriasis,  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of 
premature  alopecia  should  stimulate  us  to  use  our  best  efforts  to 
cure  the  disease. 

Causes. — Dandruff  frequently  occurs  in  strumous  individuals 
who  are  ansemic  and  have  a  sluggish  circulation,  marked  by  cold 
hands  and  feet.  Adolescence  is  its  peculiar  time  of  appearance, 
and  chlorotic  young  girls  are  apt  to  be  annoyed  by  it.  It  is  an 
attendant  upon  chronic  debilitating  diseases^  as  rheumatism,  syph- 
ilis, phthisis,  and  the  like,  and  comes  on  after  profound  distur- 
bances of  the  constitution,  such  as  fevers  and  parturition.  Dys- 
pepsia and  constipation  are  very  common  exciting  causes  or  ag- 
gravants of  the  disease.  Improper  care  of  the  scalp,  the  use  of 
the  fine-toothed  comb,  and  of  pomades,  hair  '* tonics,"  and  hair 
dyes  will  give  rise  to  the  disorder.  In  some  cases  there  is  appar- 
ently no  cause  for  the  disease,  but  careful  inquiry,  even  in  these 
caseSf  will  usually  bring  out  some  latent  cause,  such  as  worry, 
overwork,  mental  or  nervous  strain,  and  the  like.  Malassez,  Thin, 
and  some  others  claim  to  have  found  a  parasite  as  the  origin  of  the 
trouble,  and  recent  experiments  by  Lassar  and  Bishop  would  seem 
to  prove  that  the  disease,  at  least  pityriasis  simplex,  is  contagious. 
These  investigatois  (Lassar  and  Bishop)  took  the  hair  and  scales 
from  the  head  of  a  healthy  German  medical  student,  made  a  po- 
made by  chapping  them  up  and  mixing  them  with  vaseline,  and 
rubbed  into  the  back  of  a  guinea-pig  and  of  a  rabbit.  In  the  course 
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of  three  weeks  these  animals  presented  an  appearance  similir  to 
that  of  the  student.  The  experiment  was  twice  repeated,  using 
the  hair  and  scales  from  the  first  and  second  pair  of  animals  re- 
spectively, and  with  like  result. 

Diagnosis. — Before  we  can  intelligenth*  treat  a  ease  of  scuiH- 
ness  of  the  scalp  we  must  arrive  at  a  correct  diagnosis,  and  must 
differentiate  l)etween  dandruff  on  the  one  hand  and  eczema,  pso- 
riasis, and  diffuse  trichophytosis  capitis  on  the  other. 

Kczema  is  distinguished  by  the  scales  not  being  so  abundant 
nor  so  greasy  as  in  dandruff ;  by  their  being  more  parchment-like 
as  if  formed  rather  of  dried  serum  than  inspissated  fat ;  by  the 
disease  not  being  so  difluse  but  more  limited  to  certain  patches, 
or  to  one  side  of  the  head,  and  implicating  contiguous  non-hairy 
parts ;  b}'  the  greater  amount  of  hyperjemia ;  by  the  moisture 
wliich  is  either  present  or  readily  induced  b}'  scratching ;  by  its 
being  far  more  pruriginous,  and  by  its  history.  If  thick  crusts  are 
present,  they  will  usuall}^  be  of  a  greenish  yellow  color,  and  when 
removed  will  expose  a  reddened  oozing  surface. 

Psonasis  rarely  occurs  upon  the  scalp  without  being  found  on 
other  parts  of  the  body.  It  occurs  in  the  form  of  circumscribed 
round  or  oval  reddish  infiltrated  patches,  which  if  of  large  size 
are  seen  to  be  composed  of  a  number  of  smaller  round  patches 
which  have  joined  together  at  their  edges.  These  patches  are 
covered  with  a  thick  mass  of  grayish  or  white  glistening  scales 
which  are  not  greasy,  and  on  being  removed  expose  a  number  of 
minute  bleeding  points  or  red  dots,  and  do  not  reform  as  quickly 
MS  those  of  seborrhcva.  The  disease  tends  to  form  a  fringe  under 
the  hair  on  the  forehead,  and  sometimes  to  push  its  white,  glisten- 
ing, scaly  surface  down  upon  the  forehead,  and  often  presents  a 
patch  just  in  front  of  the  ear. 

Trichophytosis  capitis  (tinea  tonsurans),  when  occuring  as  a 
**ring-worm,"  should  offer  no  difficulty  in  diagnosis,  its  circular 
shape  and  the  presence  of  l)roken  and  knawed  off  hairs  being 
pathognomonic.  The  diffuse  form  is  rare,  and  is  to  be  diagnosed 
})y  its  history  of  gradual  spread  from  numerous  reddish  points  or 
papules,  l)y  its  scales  not  being  greasy,  by  the  hair  being  broken 
off  and  fragile,  and  by  the  microscopical  examination  of  tlie  hair 
and  scales,  which  will  reveal  the  trichophyton  fungus  in  abundance. 
Besides  these  three  diseases,   lupus  erythematosus  may  some- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8T.    LOUIS    31EDICAL    JOURNAL.  46i> 

times  call  for  differentiation.  It  is  rarely  met  with  upon  the  scalp, 
and  then  occurs  in  the  form  of  a  sharply  defined  patch  with  an 
infiltrated  reddened  base  covered  by  a  thin  adherent  scale,  whicli 
being  raised  shows  on  its  under  side  a  number  of  prolongations, 
the  sebum  plugs  withdrawn  from  the  follicles.  The  disease  causes 
loss  of  hair  and  well-marked  atrophic  changes  in  the  scalp. 

Treatment. — *'A  good  deal  in  the  way  of  preventive  treat- 
ment of  dandruff  can  be  accomplished  by  the  proper  care 
of  the  scalp  and  of  the  ge.ieral  health.  More  cai'e  than  is 
usual  should  be  bestowed  upon  the  operations  of  brushing 
and  combing  the  hair,  washing  the  scalp,  and  upon  the  se- 
lection of  the  brush,  and  comb.  The  brush  should  be  com- 
posed of  bristles  well  set  in  the  back.  The  bristles  should 
be  placed  in  little  clumps  at  regular  distances  and  rather  far 
apart,  and  those  in  each  clump  should  be  of  unequal  length 
and  arranged  so  that  the  longest  ones  are  in  the  center  of 
the  group.  It  is  well  to  have  two  brushes,  one  stiff  enough 
to  warm  the  scalp  when  used  with  vigor,  and  one  quite 
soft.  The  comb  should  be  made  with  large  teeth  set  wide 
apart.  When  held  up  to  the  light  the  teeth  should  show  no 
roughness  or  inequality  of  surface.  The  fine-toothed  comb 
should  be  banished  from  the  toilet-table,  as  it  is  an  active 
agent  in  producing  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  scalp, 
jis  many  a  case  of  eczema  capitis  in  children  will  testify.  In 
the  morning  the  hair  should  be  thoroughly  opened  up  in  all 
directions  with  the  comb,  and  it  and  the  scalp  brushed  vig- 
orously with  the  stiff  brush.  Then  the  stiff  brush  should 
be  laid  away  for  the  day,  and  the  soft  one  used  in  parting 
the  hair,  in  polishing  it,,  and  in  subsequent  brushings  during 
the  day. 

Do  not  wash  the  head  too  much.  I  believe  that  the  so- 
commonly  practiced  daily  sousing  the  head  in  water  is  hurt- 
ful to  the  hair  and  scalp,  especially  if  they  are  not  carefully 
and  thoroughly  dried  afterward,  and  a  little  oil  or  vaseline 
rubbed  into  the  scalp.  It  is  not  the  daily  sousing  which  is 
objectionable,  but  the  insufiicient  aftercare.  Water  renders 
the  hair  dry,  and  the  daily  sousing  only   washes  the  head 
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supei-ficiiilly.  A  good  .shiimpoo  every  week  or  ten  days  for 
those  persons  exposed  to  a  good  deal  of  dust,  and  every  two 
or  three  weeks  for  other  i>eople,  is  suflScient  for  cleanliness. 
For  the  shampoo,  soap  and  water,  bomx  and  water,  or  one 
composed  of  the  yolk  of  an  egg  f>eaten  up  in  lime-water* 
are  all  simple  and  good,  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  to  wash 
out  these  materials  with  plenty  of  clean  water  and  to  thorogh  - 
ly  dry  the  hair  and  t<calp. 

Patent  hair  *'tonics,*'  pomades,  washes,  and  dyes  are  to 
be  avoided.  These  containing  grease — ^pomades — are,  to 
use  an  Anglicism,  '*nasty"  give  the  hair  an  unnatural  luster, 
smear  the  hat-band  and  whatever  the  hair  touches,  and 
becoming  rancid  act  as  local  iiritants.  None  of  these 'dress- 
ings are  needed  by  the  healthy  scalp,  and  the  proper  care 
of  the  s(^alp  as  above  indicated  will  preserve  the  hair  in  bet- 
ter condition  than  they  will. 

The  nearer  the  body  can  be  kept  to  the  standard  of  per- 
fect health  by  means  of  bathing,  exercise,  and  good  diet, 
the  less  likely  is  dandruff  to  develop.  When,  therefore, 
the  disease  has  appeared,  and  we  are  applied  to  for  relief, 
one  of  our  first  inquiries  should  be  concerning  the  general 
health,  and  our  first  efforts  addressed  to  remedying  anything 
found  to  be  wrong.  For  important  as  our  local  mesisures 
arain  relieving  the  local  disorder,  in  most  cases  we  must 
depend  upon  intenial  treatment  to  render  the  cure  perma- 
nent. The  internal  treatment  must  be  along  the  lines  mark- 
ed out  in  works  upon  general  medicine — tonics,  as  cod  liver 
oil  and  iron,  for  the  debilitated;  the  acids  and  bitters  for 
the  neurotic  and  dyspeptic  ;  mercurials,  podophyllin,  and 
the  like  for  the  bilious,  etc.  Duhring,  recommends  sulphur 
and  the  sulphide  of  calcium  as  of  especial  efficacy,  and  ar- 
senic sometimes  acts  well.  We  should  insist  upon  our  pa- 
tient obeying  the  laws  of  general  hygiene,  and  instruct  him 
in  the  above  or  similar  rules  as  to  the  proper  care  of  the 
scalp. 

Various  substances,  all  of  a  more  or  less  irritating  nature 
have  been  recommended  for  the  local  treatment  of  dandruff. 
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Such  are  tincture  of  caiitharide^,  one  drachm,  to  one  ounce; 
tincture  of  capsicum,  one  drachm,  to  one  ounce  ;  tincture  of 
nucis  vomicae,  one  drachm,  to  one  ounce  ;  chloral,  one  drachm 
to  one  ounce  ;  bichloride  of  mercury,   two  to  three  grs.,  to 
one  ounce  ;  the  oleates  and  other  mercurials  in  proportion- 
ate strength  ;  sulphur,  one  drachm,  to  one  ounce  ;  carbolic 
arid,  ten  to  twenty  grs.^  to  one  ounce  ;   quinine,  strychnia, 
etc.     These   have   been  given  either  in  solution  in  alcohol, 
water,  or  the  oils  of  olive,  castor,  rosemary,  sage,  etc.  ;  or 
as  ointments.     A   good   meustrum  for  their  exhibition  is 
composed  of  glycerine  one  to  two  drachms,  to  dilute  alcohol, 
one  ouiice.     Vaseline  forms  the  best  medium  for  their  ex- 
hibition as  ointments.     Excepting   where  the  hair  is  decid- 
edly thin,  so  stiff  an  ointment  as  the  ungt.  zinci.  oxid. 
should  not  be  used,  and  lard  itself  is  apt  to  become  rancid. 
Of  all  the  above  I'emedies,  I  have  been  led  by  experience 
to  place  my  main  reliance  upon  sulphur  and  the  mercurials, 
and  would  advise  the  following  plan  of  local  treatment.     If 
the  case  presents  itself  with  a  decided  accumulation  of  scales 
or  if  crusts  are  present,   direct  the  patient  to  saturate  his 
head  vvith  oil,  preferably  sweet  almond  oil,  before  going  to 
bed,  and  to  place  over  his  head  a  flannel  cloth  soaked  in  the 
oil,  and  outside  of  all  an  oiled  silk  cap.     The  next  morning 
he  should  shampoo  his  head  thoroughly  with  soap  and  water, 
using  by  preference  the  tincuture  of  green  soap,  and  wash 
out  the  soap  with  plenty  of  water.     The  scalp  is  then  to   be 
dried  by  vigorous  rubbing  with  a  course  towel,  and  the  hair 
by   pulling  it  through  a  soft  towel.      If   the  crusts  by  this 
method  are  not  completely  removed,  the  oil  should  be  kept 
on  during  the  day,  the  head  again  soaked  at  night,  and  wash- 
ed with  the   soap   and   water  in  the  morning.     If  the  scalp 
should  appear  very  hyperajmic  after  the  crusts  are  removed, 
anoint  the   head  with   vaseline  or  some  simple  ointment,  as 
rose  ointment,  until  the  hypersemia  is  lessened.     When  the 
crusts  are  removed  and  the  hypereemia  overcome,   have  an 
ointment  composed  of  one  drachm  of  sulphur  lotion  to  one 
ounce  of  vaseline  applied  every   morning  to  the  scalp.     If 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


472  8T.    LOUIS    MEDICAL   JOURNAL. 

the  scales  form  rapidly,  ai)j>ly  every  night  and  the  sulphur 
ointment  every  morning,  and  wash  the  head  every  second 
day.  As  soon  as  scaling  is  lessened  stop  the  use  of  oil,  hut 
continue  the  ointment,  at  tii-st  using  it  every  second  morn- 
ing, then  gradually  reducing  its  application  to  once  a  week. 
Throughout  this  plan  of  tieatment  the  head  should  be  sham- 
pooed about  once  a  week  with  the  tincture  of  green  soap, 
borax  and  water,  or  the  yolk  of  three  eggs  beaten  up  in  one 
pint  of  lime  water,  to  which  a  half  ounce  alcohol  is  added. 
Another  excellent  ointment  for  these  cases,  for  the  formula 
of  which  I  am  indebted  to  Prof.  Bronson,  of  the  New  York 
Polyclinic,  is  composed  as  follows: 

B     Hydrarg.  amnion gv.  xx. 

Hydrarg.  chlor.  mitis,    gr.  xi- 

Petrolati.  S  j. 

This  applied  once  or  twice  a  day  has  yielded  most  admir- 
able results  in  a  number  of  cases  of  simple  dandruff.  Its 
consistence  being  that  of  a  Mayonnaise  dressing  renders  it 
an  elegant  pomade  for  private  practice.  Its  use  should  be 
combined  with  the  occasional  shampoio  as  directed  above 

The  persistent  and  systematic  use  of  either  of  these  two 
plans  of  treatment,  together  with  a  proper  oversight  over 
the  general  health,  should  cure  every  case  of  dandruff.  But 
we  should  be  prepared  for  occasional  relapses,  and  not  give 
our  patients  promise  of  too  speedy  a  cure.      Med.  Bee,'" 

We  do  not  endorse  the  treatment  in  all  respects,  but 
would  like  to  publish  something  better  and  surer.  The  ad- 
vice is  certainly  very  good. 

TExVIPERANCE  FACTS. 


Alcohol  always  and  everywhere  tends  to  produce  abnor- 
mal action  in  the  human  systen  ;  like  all  other  poisons  ;  as  a 
legitimate  result,  of  the  violent  efforts  to  expell  a  foreign 
substance,  as  an  intruder.  This  increased  activity,  always 
followed  by  fatigue  and  prostration,  we  call   inflammation, 
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attended  by  mure  or  less  congestion  —an  over — supply  of 
the  blood.  This  is  but  a  natural  result  of  any  and  all  pois- 
ons. The  activity  attending  such  inflammation  is  always  at 
a  disadvantage,  always  wasteful  of  the  vital  forces,  always 
tending  to  disease  and    suffering. 

One  more  than  usually  acquainted  with  the  intemperate, 
says  : — 

''There  is  no  appearance,  after  death,  more  c(»mmon  in 
the  continued  drunkard,  who  perishes  after  a  long  continu- 
ance of  this  habit,  than  a  state  of  chronic  inflammation  of 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  stomach.  In  this  condition  the 
walls  of  the  organ  are  sometimes  considerably  thickened,  are 
covered  in  their  interior  with  a  net  work  of  vessels  closely 
injected  with  blood,  and  may  present  more  or  less  extensive 
traces  of  ulceration.  The  thickening  of  the  coats  the  stom- 
ach may  proceed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  interrupt  the  pas- 
sage of  the  food,   through  mechanical  impediment." 

This  extract  is  in  perfect  accord  with  the  observations  of 
Dr.  Beaumont,  in  the  case  of  St.  Martin,  whose  digestion 
could  be  carefully  noted,  through  a  hole  made  by  a  musket 
wound.  After  a  few  days  of  hard  drinking.  Dr.  B.  describ- 
ed the  appearance  of  the  stomach  as  f<illows  : — ''Its  mucous 
surface  was  covered  with  inflammatory  and  ulcerous  patch- 
es, thesecretion>  were  vitiated,  the  gastric  juice  dimfnished 
in  quantity,  viscid  and  unhealthy.  Two  days  later  the  in- 
ner membrane  of  the  stomach  was  unusually  morbid,  the 
inflammatory  appearance  more  extensive,  the  spots  more 
livid  than  usual ;  from  the  surface  there  exuded  small  drops 
of  grumous  blood  ;  the  apthous  patches  were  larger  and 
more  numerous,  raucous  coverings  more  thickened  than  us- 
ual, and  the  gastric  secretions  more  vitiated.  The  gastric 
fluids  were  mixed  with  a  large  proportirm  of  thick,  ropy 
mucous,  and  a  considerable  muco-purulent  discharge,  slight- 
ly tinged  with  blood,  resembling  the  discharge  from  the 
bowels  in  some  cases  of  dysentery.  The  free  use  of  ardent 
spirits,  wine,  beer,  or  any  intoxicating  liquor,  when  contin- 
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ued  for  some  day-,  has,  invariably   produced   these  morbid 
changes. 

As  strange  as  it  may  seein,  to  tho^e  unacquainted  with 
the  fact  that  the  nerves  of  the  stomach,  like  those  of  the 
gums,  are  not  of  the  sensitive  kind,  St.  Martin,  did  not  com- 
plain up  to  this  point  of  the  disease,  of  any  particular  un- 
pleasant sensations. 

If  this  effect  folli»\vs  the  the  use  of  alcoholic  preparations 
in  health,  when  all  of  the  powers  are  in  their  normal  condi- 
tion of  health  and  vigor,  will  they  be  any  less  disastrous  if 
taken  by  the  sick,  those  particularly  debilitated,  whose  or- 
gans of  digestion  are  opccially  implicated  and  prostrated? 
if  the  digestion  of  food  is  demanded,  as  one  of  the  means 
of  recuperation,  of  investigation,  can  those  who  are  debili- 
tated, and  particularly  need  every  possible  aid,  afford  to  have 
the  stomach  deranged,  the  digestive  fluid  vitiated,  the  amount 
secreted  diminished,  with  other  disturbances  observed  by 
Dr.  Beaumont,  will  the  effects  be  in  any  sense  different  in 
the  case  of  diseases,  as  contrasted  with  health?  will  the 
character  and  action  of  ardent  spirits  be  changed  by  simply 
calling  them  medicine,  instead  of  grog?  I  think  not,  and  I 
am  fully  persuaded  that  the  use  of  any  intoxicant  by  the 
sick  will  be  attended  by  disastrous  results,  always  deranging 
the  functions,  introducing  confusion  and  abnormal  action 
into  the  system — always  and  everywhere. 


CHOLERA  NEWS. 


The  extending  proclivities  and  dreadful  fatality  that  at- 
taches to  the  cholera  visitations  in  France,  Italy,  Russia  and 
China,  is  not  at  all  cheering  to  the  rest  of  mankind. 

Nations  may  well  quake,  while  hygienic  and  prophalactic 
industries   should  bestir  themselves   throughout  the  world. 

Doctors,  who  have  not  will  learned  their  lesson  about  chol- 
era, students  who  are  preparing,  and  such  as  have  not  well 
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detined  ideas  and  definite  tixed  principles  of  practice  should 
ir  armour. 

EDITEMS. 


•<ee  to  brighteniug  their  armour 


The  OleatCb  of  Copper  is  highly  recommended  hy  Dr. 
Weir,  in  N'.  Y,  Med,  Jour,  for  parasitic  diseases  of  the  skn. 

The  profession  seems  to  be  changing  views  relative  t(» 
management  (*f  wounds  of  the  brain,  and  now  admit  that 
Ibe  brain  will  allow  of  some  n)anipulati(»u. 

This  may  he  true  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  hands  of  ex- 
j)erieBced  operators,  but  shcmld  be  carefully  approached  by 
beginners. 

New  York,  City  has  a  registered  Chinese  physician,  as 
reported  by  the  N,  Y,  Med,  Jour, 


BOOK  REVIEWS. 


"American  Agriculturist" — Dr.  Gsorge  Thurber  Editor  as- 
sociated BY  ▲  staff  of  the  MOST  CELEBRATED  PRACTICAL  Ao- 
KICULTURAL    WRITERS  IN  THE  UNITED    StATES.       OrANGE  JuDD  & 

Co.  751  Broadway,  New  York,  Publishers.  Monthly,  Prick 

$1.50. 

This  is  the  oldest  and  best  journal  on  the  subject  aad  is  equall)^ 
valuable  for  the  farmer,  gardener  or  householder  with  his  small 
\illage  or  town  lot.  While  each  number  is  attractive,  the  Sept 
issue  excells  all  preceding  ones.  It  numbers  over  100  columns 
of  original,  illustrated  reading  matter,  and  over  two  hundred  dif- 
ferent editorials,  prize  papers,  and  plain,  practical,  common  sense 
articles,  and  topics  pertaining  to  the  Farm,  Garden,  and  House- 
Jiold,  written  expressly  for  this  journal  by  over  40  different  writers. 

The  illustrations  and  engravings,  by  leading  artists,  number 
over  a  hundred — of  the  full  page  illustrations,  the  one  represent- 
ing a  gathering  storm  is  the  most  vivid  and  life-like. 

New  subscribei-s  will  receive  the  remaining  months  of  1884  free. 

Particular  attention  is  directed  to  the  design  for  an  '*above 
ground  cellar  of  brick-'*     E. 
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Protection  and  Fkee  Trade. 

James  R.  Osgood  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  publish  in  neat  and  conven- 
ient form,  the,  address  of  Robert  P.  Porter  to  the  Arkwright  Chib 
of  New  England,  on  ''Protection  and  Free  Trade  of  To  day. " 
Mr.  Porter  graphically  presents  exactly  what  voteis  in  both  polit- 
ical parties  want  to  know,  the  facts  showing  how  free  trade  and 
protection  works  at  home  and  abroad,  in  tiie  field  and  the  work- 
shop. He  shows  how  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufacturing 
in  the  United  States,  Great  Biitain,  Germany  and  Holland  have 
been  affected  by  these  two  economic  policies.  Mr  Porter's  work 
will  be  appreciated  by  business  men,  farmers  and  artesans  who 
have  no  time  to  read  a  volume  on  the  subject,  but  who  want  a 
clear  exposition  of  the  condition  of  labor  here  and  in  European 
countries.         Price  10  cents. 

The  Care  and  Feeding  of  Infants,    Doliber,    Goodale  &  Co., 

Boston,  Mass. 

This  stylish  little  treatise  is  not  merel}*  an  instructive  compila- 
tion, but  beai-s  a  scientific  interest  on  account  of  the  truths  eluci- 
dated and  its  Physiological  indoctrinations.     Free  on  application. 

Pi'ERPERAL  OR  Child  Bed   Fever,  By  T.  G.  Comstock  M.  D.    a 

KEPRINT    FROM  THE  NeW  YoRK  MeD.  TiMES. 

This  is  a  collation  and  vividly  writen  essay  on  this  highly  impor- 
tant topic.  It  deals  in  disertations  on  ^Etiology,  symptoms,  causes, 
treatment  and  care. 

CiRci  LARS  OF  Information  of  the   Bureau  of  Education,  No. 5, 
1884,  Washington,  D.  C. 


NOTICES 


Hydroliene — Merit  is  best  established  by  time  and  experience. 

''Time  proves  all  things"  and  practical  test  fixes  the  values, 
H^'droleine  now  claims  both  these  evidences  and  offers  a  very 
large  array  of  the  most  prominent  medical  authority  to  substanti- 
ate its  merit. 

Prepared  on  good  scientific  basis,  its  therapeutic  importance 
takes  the  highest  rank  among  Pharmaceutical  preparations. 

See  advertisement  of  Hydroliene  in  this  and  succeeding  numbers, 
of  \Vm.  F.    Kidder  &  Co.  83  John  St.  New  York. 
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A  WORD  FROM  OTHERS. 

Messrs.  Kidder  &  Laird.  Aug.  1 8th,  1882. 

274  Bridge  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen: — I  have  used  Hydroleine  since  it, was  first  pre- 
sented to  my  notice  by  your  representative.  It  is  vahiable  in  all 
cases  where  Cod  Liver  oil  is  of  service,  and  in  my  hands  has  prov- 
ed efficient  and  reliable.  Its  solubility  in  milk  and  water  renders  it 
palatable,  and  thereby  furnishes  a  ready  and  pleasant  addition  to 
children's  remedies.  Yours  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  CHACE,  M.  D.,  PH.  D 
Messrs,  Kidder  &  Laird.  Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov.  4th.  1881. 

Gentlemen: — Since  you  sent  me  a  sample  bottle  of  Hydroleine 
in  July  last,  I  have  prescribed  it  quite  frequently,  and  am  glad  to 
say,  that  it  has  given  me  great  satisfaction.     I  find  that  it  is  well 
tolerated  by  the  stomach,  and  greatly  improves  the  nutrition, 
Youi-s  truly,  A.  FRIEDENWALD,  M.  D. 

Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the    Eye  and  Ear,  College  of  Physician  and 
surgeons. 

Report  on   Beef   Peptonoids  by  Dr.    Stutzer,    Director  of  the 
Imperial   Agricultural   Chemical    Laboratory   for  Rhenish 
Prussia,  Bonn,  Germany. 

I  have  carefully  analyzed  Beef  Peptonrnds  with  the  follow- 
ing results  (dry  analysis),  viz. : 

Albuminoids   (nitrogenous  substances),      .      70.29 
Fat,         .......  11.45 

Dextrine  (milk  sugar),  .  10.75 

Starch,  ......  1.35 

Cellulose,  26 

Salts,  5.90 

100.00 
On  examination  the  albumenoids  showed  as  follows,  viz. : 
97  p.  c.  consisted  of  albumen  and  peptone  easy  of  digestion. 

1  p.  c.  creatine, 

2  p.  c.  substances  ditticult  of  digestion. 

proving  the  nitrogenous  in  the  preparation  to  be  readily  assim- 
ilated. 

The  exceptionally  high  nutritive  value  of  this  preparation  is  due 
to  the  great  quantity  of  digestible   albuminoids  present.     If  com- 
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pared    with  Ovher  foods  in  the  market,  the  result  would  be  as  fol- 
lows : — 

BeeJ  Peptotwids^  nitrogenous  nutritive  matter,  70.29  p.  c. 
Caviar,  ''  ''  ''         26.00 


fcfc   fc b 


Beef,  "-  ''  ''  20.00  ''  ''^ 

Fowl,  "-  ''  '^  18.00  ''  ^•' 

Mutton,  ''  ''  ''  18.00  ''  '^ 

Eggs,  "-  ''  "  13.00 


fcb      i,L 


Bread,  ''  "-  "-  8.00  ''  '^ 

Milk,  '^  ''  '•  4.00  ''  ''- 

Liebig's  Ex.  Meat,    ''  '^  ''  5.00 ''  ^' 

Potatoes,  ''  ^'  ''  1.00  ^'  *^ 

The  flavor  and  odor  of  the  preparation  are  exceedingly  pleasant, 
and  surpass  any  other  preparation  of  meat  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted. The  results  of  my  analyses  are  such  as  to  enable  nw 
to  pronounce  Beef  Peptonoids  to  be  a  most  valuable  and  easily  di- 
fjested  nitrogenous  food  for  invalids  and  convalescents,  I  extend 
to  it  my  fullest  endorsement.  Dr.  Sttutzer. 

Bonn,  March ^  1884. 

Lactopejytine  continues  to  hold  its  well  earned  ix>$ition  as  one 
of  the  very  Ixjst  remedies  in  tlie  digestive  disturbances  so  frequent- 
in  the  hot  season.  In  Cholera  Infantum^  especiall3%  when  com- 
bined with  bismuth,  it  will  l>e  found  one  of  our  most  trustworthy 
remedies. — St.  Louw.,  Clin.   Rev, 

Great  8t.  Louis  Fair,  Oct.  6  to  11,  1884. — ^We  are  pleiised 
to  acknowledge  a  cordial  invitation  from  Mr.  Chas.  Green,  Pres- 
ident of  the  Great  St.  Louis  Fair,  which  opens  October  6th  and 
<rloses  October  lltli,  1884.  Tliis  colossal  exhil>ition  of  Live  »Stock 
Agncultural  Imi)lements,  Dairy  and  Creamery  Products,  Textile 
Fabrics,  Apiarien  Supplies,  Minerals,  Chemicals  and  Geological 
Specimens  will  be  the  largest  ever  made  on  this  continent.  All 
railroads  i-unning  to  St.  Louis  have  made  a  one  fare  rate  for  the 
round  trip  and  half  rates  on  freight.  Any  of  our  readers  desiring 
a  copy  of  the  illustrated  premium  list,  may  secure  One  by  writing 
to  Festcs  J.  Wade,  Sectary,  718  Chesnut  st.  St  Louis,  Mo.,  and 
stating  tiiat  they  are  readei-s  of  this  paper. 
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If  thou  hast  Truth  to  utter, 
Speak  it  boldly—  speak  it  all. 


VIBURNUM  OPULUS. 

JAMES  EG  AN,  M.  D. 

Viburnum  Opulus  belongs  to  the  genius  **viBtJRNUM"  of 
the  natural  order  "capritoliacia."  It  is  commonly  known 
by  the  names  of  *'HiaH  cranberry,"  '*crampbark/*  '*8QUAW 
bush".  It  is  a  beautiful  shrub  or  tree  growing  from  seven 
to  twelve  feet  high  on  the  hill  sides  in  the  more  northerly 
parts  of  New  England,  also  in  Canada,  attracting  attention 
in  June  by  its  handsome  showy  flowers,  of  a  reddish  white, 
and,  later  in  the  season,  by  its  clusters  of  bright  red  berries, 
which,  though  much  smaller  than  the  ordinary  meadow  cran- 
berry, resembles  it  in  color  and  taste.  The  fruit  is  very 
acid  and  is  sometimes  used  for  domestic  purposes.  It  re- 
mains upon  the  tree  during  the  cold  months.  The  berries 
made  into  a  poultice  are  a  popular  topical  application  for  Ery- 
sipelas, poison  of  Rhus,  Mercury,  Ivy  Vine  cj^c,  and  said 
to  be  a  very  effective  remedy. 

The  bark  of  the  root,  shrub  and  branches  is  what  is  used 
in  medicine.  It  contains  a  large  quantity  of  Valerianic  acid 
the  odor  of  which  is  very  perceptable  in  a  fluid  extract  or 
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tincture  made  from  a  good  qujilitv  of  the  bark.  The  green 
bark  should  alone  be  used  and  ought  to  be  collected  at  a 
time  when  it  contains  the  most  sap.  Old  bark  is  inert  and 
devoid  of  medicinal  properties.  Age  deteriorates  it.  Homeo- 
paths and  Eclectics,  both  of  whom  use  only  recent  ci-ude 
material,  agree  as  to  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of 
the  drug.  Members  of  the  regular  profession,  who  as  a  rule 
pay  but  little  attention  to  the  quality  of  the  drugs  they  em- 
ploy, arrive  at  varying  results  owing  to  the  good  or  bad 
quality  of  the  drug  With  which  the  prescriptions  are  filled  by 
the  pharmacist.  All  who  have  obtained  good  clinical  results 
have  prepared  their  own  tinctures  and  emphasize  the  neces- 
sity of  obtaining  and  using  only  the  fresh  bark.  The  dose 
is  from  one  to  two  drachms  of  the  Fluid  Extract  or  satura- 
ted tincture  ;  the  best  results  being  obtained  from  small 
doses  with  frequent  repetition. 

The  properties  of  Viburnum  Opulus  are,  powerfully  an- 
tispasn)odic,  nervine  and  tonic  ;  and,  while  exerting  great 
power  in  relaxing  muscular  rigidity  and  spasm,  it  yet  exerts 
a  still  greater  influence  as  a  uterine  tonic,  imparting  tone 
and  strength  to  the  female  organs  of  generation. 

Viburnum  Opulus  is  not  a  new  remedy,  but  an  old  and 
tried  one,  possessing  great  merit  as  a  remedial  agent.  It 
was  well  known  and  used  by  the  Indians  medicinally  who 
gave  it  the  name  of  "Squaw  Bush".  From  them  the  whites 
gained  a  knowledge  of  its  medicinal  virtues  ;  and  for  over 
two  hundred  years  it  has  retained  its  fame  in  domestic 
practice  in  those  regions  of  country  where  it  is  a  habitat. 

As  a  mark  of  its  indications  and  uses  it  has  been  popular- 
ly termed  "Cramp  Bark".  Its  remedial  properties  have 
been  known  to  many  physicians  in  the  Eastern  states  for 
over  fifty  years;  and  their  knowledge  was  derived  by  ob- 
serving the  good  effects  obtained  from  its  use  in  domestic 
practice. 

A  writer  on  Viburnum  Opulus,  and  one  who  can  speak 
authoritatively  as  he  gathers  his  own  crude  materials  and 
prepares  his  tinctures  therefrom,   says  "the  physician  who 
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discovered  the  power  and  properties  of  Viburnum  Opulus 
is  a  public  benefactor;  and  the  females  of  the  United  States 
ouffht  to  erect  a  monumeni  to  his  memory  for  it  is  one  of 
those  heaven  sent  bahus  for  some  of  their  keenest  pangs.*' 
It  is  a  very  positive  remedy  for  painful  menstruation.  In 
the  New  Enghtnd  States  ninety  nine  physicians  out  of  a  hun- 
dred use  it  in  sonic  form  or  other  and  carry  it  in  their  med- 
icine cases  for  use  in  emergencies.  The  preparation  alm<»st 
universally  used  is  haydex's  viburnum  compound.  In  the 
West  and  South,  it  is  neither  so  well  known,  nor  so  much 
used  except  by  Eciertics  and  Homeopaths,  On  account  of 
the  Fluid  Extract  being  made  from  the  old  inert  bark  and 
destitute  of  its  active  principles.  A  reliable  preparation  is 
at  once  known  by  its  strong  odor  of  Valerian  ;  and  when 
destitute  of  this,  or  even  if  it  be  faint,  it  ought  to  be  reject- 
ed. This  is  a  simple  reliable  and  effective  test  which  can 
be  employed  by  any  one. 

To  fortify  our  position  with  those  who  are  unacquainted 
with  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Viburnum  Opulus, 
we  will  quote  the  opinions  of  a  few  of  the  highest  authori- 
ties (m  Materia  Medica.  The  American  dispensatory,  the 
standard  authority  for  the  Eclectic  School  of  Medicine  says  ; 
High  Cranberry  is  a  very  powerful  anti-spasmodic;  and  in  conse- 
quence of  this  property  is  more  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
Cramp  Bark.  It  is  effective  in  relaxing  cramps  and  spasms  of  all 
kinds  as  Asthma,  Hysteria,  Cramps  of  the  limbs  and  other  parts 
in  females  especially  during  pregnancy  and  it  is  said  to  be  highl}' 
beneficial  to  those  who  are  subject  to  convulsions  during  pregnan- 
cy or  at  parturition  preventing  the  attacks  entirely  if  used  dail}- 
for  the  last  two  or  three  mouths  of  gestation. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Hale,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  the  author  of  "New 
Remedies,"  a  work  evincing  stupendous  research,  laoorand 
clinical  experiment,  and  one  of  the  highest  authorities  in 
the  homeopathic  school,  after  endorsing  all  that  has  been 
said  by  Dr.  King,  in  the  American  Dispensatory,  says; 

In  the  treatment  of  dysraenorrhoea  for  which  Viburnum  Opulus 
is  especially  indicated  I  prescribe  a  few  drops  of  the  tincture  dai- 
ly for  a  week  previous  to  the  expected  period. 
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When  the  pain  begins  he  gives  it  every  half  hour  or 
every  quarter  if  they  be  severe.  He  has  found  it  equally 
useful  for  the  severe  false  pains  preceding  normal  lal)or  and 
often  rendering  the  woman's  life  a  torture  for  weeks.  In 
after  pains  he  saj's  it  is  of  great  value  and  ought  to  be  given 
after  each  pain.  Hale  claims  that  it  will  prevent  miscar- 
riages if  given  before  the  membranes  are  injured  and  when 
the  pains  are  spasmodic  and  threatening.  In  constitutional 
dysmenorrhoea  Hale  has  vet  to  meet  with  asino:le  case  which 
it  has  failed  to  cure.     He  says 

So  confident  have  I  been  of  its  marvellous  powers  that  I  have 
taken  pains  to  look  up  some  old  cases  that  I  had  dismissed  3'ears 
ago  as  invincible  in  order  to  test  the  remedy  on  them.  In  every 
case  so  far  it  has  en  red  these  obstinate  cases.  Its  sphere  of  ac- 
tion seems  to  cover  the  same  ground  as  galvanism. 

Dr.  Meyer  states  that  Viburnum  Opulus  seems  to  be  anti- 
spasmodic and  to  have  a  specific  action  upon  the  uterus. 
Its  employment  has  convinced  him  that  it  is  a  uterine  seda- 
tive and  a  remedy  for  dysmenorrhoea  and  the  commonly 
associated  spinal  irritations. 

Dr.  Phares,  the  distinguished  botanist  of  Miss.,  who  has 
used  it  extensively,  calls  it  nervine,  antispasmodic,  tonic, 
astringent  and  diuretic.     He  says 

It  is  of  the  utmost  benefit  in  colic,  cramp,  palpitation,  and  other 
affections  incident  to  the  puerperal  state,  or  consequent  upon  a 
diseased  condition  of  the  uterus. 

Dr.  E.  A.  M.  Purdy  Ex.  President  of  the  N.  Y.  County 
medical  society  read  an  exhaustive  paper  on  Viburnum  Op- 
ulus before  the  Materia  Medica  Society  of  N.Y.  ;  a  copy 
appeared  in  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Journal  which  ought  to  be 
in  the  hands  of  every  practitioner  who  desires  to  be  abreast 
of  the  times.  (A  Letter  can  be  mailed  Dr.  Purdy  for  ful- 
ler information.)  After  speaking  of  its  botany  and  history 
he  took  up  its  pharmacy  and  chemistry.  For  medicinal  pur- 
poses he  employed  the  bark  of  the  root,  shrub  and  limbs, 
and  laid  considerable  stress  upon  the  necessity  of  using 
fresh   bark.     From  this  he  made  a  tincture   with  alcohol 
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of  80  per  cent  ;  the  tincture,  he  says,  should  have  a  dark 
red  color  and  peculiar  acid  odoi*  not  unlike  that  of  Valerian. 
Dr.  Pnrdy  narrated  a  numi)er  of  cases  of  his  own  which  led 
him  to  conrlude  that  Viburnum  Opulus  was  a  povverful 
uterine  sedative.  He  was  satisfied  that,  if  preparations  of 
the  fresh  drug  be  used,  many  cases  beyond  the  reach  of  any 
therapeutic  aid  except  Opium,  might  be  relieved  and  more 
positive  results  obtained  from  its  use. 

Dr  Charles  E.  Hall,  after  narrating  many  case  of  dys- 
menorhoea  showing  the  positive  I'eniedial  influence  of  Vi- 
burnum Opulus  states  that  nnmy  more  instances  could  be 
given  to  show  the  positive  effects  of  the  drug  and  predicts  a 
cure  when  the  pain  is  spasmodic  and  neuralgic,  palliative 
when  it  is  congestive  or  pseudo  membranous.  He  also  used 
it  in  menorrhagia  with  intense  crampy  pain  ;  and  obtained 
speedy  relief  in  cases  of  uterine  colic. 

In  H,  G.  Piffard's  ^'Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  of 
the  Skin,"  it  is  stated  that  Viburnum  Opulus  promptly  re- 
lieves dysmenorrhoea. 

From  the  foregoing  it  appears  that  those  who  have  made 
a  practical  test  of  the  medicinal  properties  of  Viburnum 
Opulus  are  united  in  these  experiences  and  are  enthusiastic 
in  it  praise.  They  find  it  difficult  to  speak  too  highly  in  its 
favor.  Their  opi.iion  is  that  it  can  take  the  place  of  Opium 
or  other  anodynes  and  as  it  can  be  administered  ad  libitum 
without  fear  of  danger  or  injurious  effects  it  is  infinitely 
superior  to  such  potent  drugs.  The  objection  to  its  use  in 
the  form  of  fluid  extract  or  saturated  tincture  is  its  vile 
taste  which  impels  patients  to  refuse  the  remedy.  All  who 
have  prescribed  it  in  the  simple  form,  state  that  they  are 
unable  to  induce  patients  to  contiime  its  use. 

Viburnum  Opulus  is  the  basis  of  Hayden's  Viburnum 
Compound  which  has  given  such  prominence  to  the  crude 
drug  and  has  excited  so  much  enquiry  among  physicians 
and  brought  it  into  special  and  deserved  favor.  In  Hayden's 
Viburnum  Compound  the  vile  disagreable  taste  is  complete- 
ly masked.     Forty  years  ago  Dr.  W.  R.   Hayden  then  in 
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active  pnictice  in  New  York  havin»r  satisfied  himself  that 
Viburnum  Opulus  was  a  remedy  of  very  ^rreat  value  in  suit- 
able eases,  by  noting  the  large  extent  in  which  he  found  it 
successfully  used  in  domestic  practice  and  finding  its  reme- 
dial effects  greatly  increased  and  intensified  by  eonilnnation 
with  other  drugs  of  a  like  nature  evolved  the  formula  which 
has  sulKsequently  been  prepared  under  the  name  of 
Haydbn's  Viburnum  Compound. 

Results  are  obtained  from  the  compound  which  cannot  be 
had  from  the  simple  drug.  The  dose  is  two  teaspoonfuls 
in  a  tablespoonful  of  warm  sweetened  milk  or  water;  to  be 
taken  every  twenty  minutes,  until  relief  and  freedom  from 
pain  be  secured.  When  an  alterative  or  constitutional  ef- 
fect is  desired,  it  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times  daily. 
The  dose  for  children  is  in  proportion  to  age ;  live  drops 
may  be  given  an  infant  under  six  months  of  age. 

The  formula  of  Haydens  Viburnum  Compound  which  can 
be  prepared  by  any  who  dislike  to  purchase  from  the  drug 
trade,  is  as  follows. 

Viburnum  Opulus ; 

Dioscorea  Villosa         (Wild  Yam)N 

Scutelaria  Lateriflora  (Sculcap), 

And  a  combination  of  the  choicest  aromatics.  It  contains 
no  opium  or  other  narcotics  and  can  be  given  ad  libitum 
without  fear.  It  relieves,  calms,  and  soothes  without  nar- 
cotizing or  stupefying  the  patient,  or  leaving  any  unpleas- 
ant after  effects;  a  desideratum  never  attained  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  patent  drugs. 

It  often  induces  sound  sleep  from  which  the  patient 
awakes  refreshed,  the  head  clear,  and  the  nervous  system 
invigotated  by  its  tonic  influence;  which  is  never  the  case 
after  taking  narcotics. 

A  few  remarks  on  the  associated  drugs  which  with  Vibur- 
num Opulus  compose  Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound  will 
not  i)e  out  of  place. 

Dioscorea  Villosa  (Wild  Yam)  must  be  the  true  plant  and 
not  what  is  usually  sold  as  such,  but  is  in  reality  a  species  of 
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Smilax.  The  root  is  the  part  of  the  plant  used  in  medicine. 
It  must  be  gathered  in  September  and  used  when  fresh.  If. 
these  particulars  do  not  receive  attention,  disappointment  in 
results  will  be  the  rule.  Wild  Yam  has  been  used  as  a  spe- 
cific for  bilious  colic  from  time  immemorial  ;  but  it  cures 
any  paroxysmal  or  spasmodic  pain  in  the  bowels.  It  is  high- 
ly esteemed  by  the  Eclectic  School  by  whom  it  is  much  us- 
ed. Like  many  of  our  best  remedies  it  was  first  employed 
in  domestic  pi*actice. 

Scutelaria  Lateriflora,  (is  a  nervine  resembling  in  its 
action  Viburnum  Opulus,  but  is  also  tonic  and  antispasmod-  , 
ic.  It  is  of  special  benefit  in  hysteria  and  nervous  diseases 
of  women.  The  late  Dr.  George  M.  Beard  made  it  the 
basis  of  one  of  his  favorite  prescriptions  in  nervous  diseases  ; 
and,  through  him,  its  remedial  properties  are  more  widely 
known  and  prized.  The  plant  flowers  in  July  and  August, 
and  must  be  gathered  while  in  bloom  and  dried  in  the  shade 
otherwise  it  is  inert. 

It  is  apparent  that  Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound  will 
be  found  curative  or  palliative  in  those  conditrons  and  dis- 
eases where  Viburnum  Opulus,  is  indicated  and  that,  as  a 
pleasant  remedy,  it  will  take  its  place  in  the  armamentarium 
of  those  who  employ  the  crude  drug  in  their  practice.  That 
it  has  already  usurped  its  place  is  evident  by  the  unsolicited 
testimony  of  thousands  of  physicians  who  carry  it  about 
and  use  it  daily  and  at  meetings  of  Medical  Societies,  speak- 
ing of  it  in  a  manner  to  excite  surprise.  That  it  can  cure 
all  cases  is  absurd.  There  are  cases  beyond  the  reach  of 
art,  where  there  is  incurable  disease  ;  in  such  palliation  of 
the  pain  is  all  that  can  be  expected,  and  if  this  be  secured 
by  the  use  of  harmless  herbal  remedies  in  place  of  deadly 
poisonous  drugs  which  derange  the  whole  economy  and  pro- 
cure a  few  hours  disturbed  and  dreamy  sleep  at  the  expense 
of  loss  of  appetite,  nausea,  and  headache,  during  the  bal- 
ance of  the  day,  we  place  the  preparation  on  a  foundation 
which  is  impregnable. 
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We  must  content  our^jelves  by  merely  referring  to  a  few 
of  the  disorders  in  which  Haydeii's  Viburnum  Compound  is 
.specially  indicated  and  where  no  disappointment  can  befall 
the  prescriber. 

In  Amenon^hom^  Dysmenorrhoea^  Menorrhagia^  Convul- 
sionsy  JRigorSy  Threatening  Abortion^  After paiiis^  Insomnia 
Ovaraitis,  Nervous  Excitability ^  Mental  Depression^  Uter- 
ine Debilityy  Hysteria^  Colic^  Cholera  MorbuSy  Cholera 
Infantum  y  Asthma  ^  Cramps  of  the  limbs  or  other  parts ^ 
DiarrhcBa^  Pains  in  the  Chesty  Stomach  and  Bowels^  Pal- 
pitation of  the  Hearty  Angina  Pectoris^  and  Delirium  Tre- 
mens it  i«  universally  and  potently  remedial.  In  the  Flatu- 
lence and  Fluttering  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  so  common  and 
distresf^ing  in  women  who  are  approaching  or  have  reached 
the  menopause,  it  is  an  absolute  specific  far  superior  to  Cal- 
abar bean,  which  demands  so  infinitesimal  a  dose  as  one 
fiftieth  of  a  grain  every  half  hour. 

AmENORRH(EA. 

Where  the  menstrual  flow  is  either  entirely  al)sent  or  de- 
ficient in  quantity  or  has  occurred  on  one  or  more  occasions 
but  slight  in  amount  and  only  enough  to  show  that  it  is  pos- 
sible, Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound  administered  three  or 
four  times  daily  will  effect  a  cure.  These  varied  conditions 
are  the  effect  of  anemia.  Plethora,  torpid  uterus  or  ovaries 
or  an  imperfectly  developed  condition  of  the  uterus ;  and 
by  its  tonic  stimulating  influence  these  conditions  will  be 
removed.  Where  the  menstrual  flow  is  suddenly  suppressed 
through  cold,  fright,  or  other  causes  with  or  without  grave 
nervous  disturbances,  Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound  ought 
to  be  repeated  every  half  hour  until  the  flow  be  reestablished. 
Menorrhagia  and  Metrorrhagia.  • 

Which  is  an  opposite  condition  to  Amenorrhoea,  the  Vi- 
burnum Compound  is  equally  eflScient.  In  this  disorder 
the  forms  are  various.  In  some  the  quantity  of  blood  lost 
increases  and  the  time  is  extended  ;  in  others  the  quantity 
is  gradually  increased  from  month  to  month  ;  in  others  clots 
appear  with  pain  and  increased  discharge  flow ;   in  others 
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there  is  hemorrhage  at  the  period  and  also  during  the  inter- 
val ;  and  again  in  some  the  flooding  appears  suddenly.  Ane- 
mia, Plethora,  nervous  disturbances  and  ovarian  irritability, 
are  all  causes  of  flooding.  Every  hemorrhage  has  a  patho- 
logical cause  and,  when  functional,  Viburnum  Compound 
given  three  or  four  times  daily  will  check  it  by  equalizing  the 
circulation,  causing  a  natural  action  of  the  generative  organs 
and  calming  and  soothing  the  irritated  ovary  and  uterine 
plexus  of  nerves.  Where  tumors  or  organic  disease  or  in- 
flammations or  clots  or  retained  placenta  or  any  other  cause 
demanding  surgical  interference  is  the  cause  of  the  hemor- 
rhage the  action  of  Viburnum  Compound  can  be  only  palli- 
ative. We  know  of  one  case  where  the  patient  suffered 
from  a  fibrous  tumor  where  by  the  continued  use  of  Vibur- 
num Compound  the  uterus  was  considerably  reduced  in  size 
and  the  alarming  flooding  stopped.  In  this  case  the  action 
of  Viburnum  Compound  contracted  the  uterine  fibres  and 
reduced  the  dimensions  of  the  organ. 
Dysmenorrhcea 

Viburnum  Compound  approaches  as  near  a  specific  as 
anything  in  medicine,  rarely  failing  to  afford  relief  in  the 
worst  cases  in  a  few  minutes,  excelling  all  other  known  rem- 
edies, exciting  the  deepest  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the  suf- 
fering patient,  and  the  highest  admiration  of  the  physician 
who  may  have  tried  all  other  means  in  vain. 

For  many  years  the  mechanical  pathology  of  dysmenor- 
rhcea held  almost  undisputed  sway,  heralded  and  sufjgported 
as  it  was  by  the  existing  luminaries  of  the  profession.  Nor 
even  now  does  the  theory  of  obstruction  to  the  flow  of  the 
menstrual  fluid  want  defenders,  prominent  among  whom  are 
Drs.  Grailly,  Hewitt,  and  Robert  Barnes  of  London,  than 
whom  none  are  more  distinguished  in  the  treatment  of  fe- 
male diseases. 

The  facts  disprove  the  truth  of  the  assertion,  as  a  uterine 
probe  passes  readily  and  finds  the  uterus  empty  during  par- 
oxysms of  greatest  pain.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the 
menstrual  flow  continues  from  three  to  six  days  and  that 
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during  that  time  only  i\  few  ounces  (Four)  are  discharged 
and  that  not  continuously  but  guttatum  \t\sd\f&cuh  to  com- 
prehend how  stenosis  of  the  os,  flexions  and  other  displace- 
ments can  pbiy  the  important  part  in  the  pathology  of  the 
disease  attributed  to  them.  There  may  be  a  few  cases  where 
partial  retention  is  a  cause  of  dysmenorrhoea  but  more  gen- 
erally it  is  a  complication  occurring  in  cases  of  Endo-Cer- 
vicitis  where  the  cervical  canal  is  hermetically  sealed  with  a 
plug  of  inspissated  tough  mucous. 

It  is  difficult  to  classify  the  disease.  A  convenient  clas- 
sifycation  is,  into  Uterine  and  Ovarian  ;  but  there  are  acute 
observers  who  deny  that  the  latter  form  has  any  real  exist- 
ence. The  generative  organs  are  so  closely  related  to  one 
another  that  it  is  well  nigh  impossible  to  have  a  diseased 
condition  of  one  without  a  reflex  irritation  of  the  other. 

'As  a  mere  matter  of  covenience  and  without  any  idea  of 
mantaining  its  correctness  we  shall  adopt  it. 

Uterine  dysmenorrhoea  may  be  subdivided  into  Primary 
and  Acquired.  Primary  is  the  simplest  form  and  is  that 
which  appears  in  females  with  the  inception  of  menstrua- 
tion. It  is  only  by  viewing  it  in  this  its  least  complete  form 
that  we  can  gain  a  clear  under>tanding  of  its  pathology. 
Acquired  is  that  form  which  appears  in  single  or  married 
women  who  had  formerly  menstruated  painlessly. 

Dysmenorrhoea,  prinniry  or  acquired,  consists  in  the  men- 
strual flow  escaping  through  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
fundus  of  the  womb  with  difficulty.  The  mucous  membrane 
of  the  cervix  furnishes  none  of  the  menstrual  flow. 

The  mucous  membrane  lining  the  body  of  the  womb  is 
very  vascular ;  during  menstruaton  it  becomes  more  so  and 
increases  in  thickness.  At  each  catamenial  period  it  is  shed. 
Normally  it  is  broken  up  and  disintegrated  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  appear  in  the  discharge.  This  may  be  termed 
involution  of  the  mucous  membrane.  In  these  cases  men- 
struation is  painless. 

In  some  cases  the  mucous  membrane  is  separated  and  ex- 
pelled in  clots  and  shreds,  and  in  still  more  severe  forms  a 
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complete  cufet  of  the  uterine  cavity  ijs  thrown  off ;  but  this 
occurs  more  generally  in  married  women,  and  i«  not  a  pri- 
mary form  of  dysmenorrhoea,  hut  acquired.  It  is  produced 
hy  rhronic  (Midometritis,  which  may  he  the  result  of  contin- 
ued primary  dysmenorrhoea  or  other  causes.  This  form  of 
the  disease  is  tenned  membranous  dysniencn'rhoea  and  its 
t^ubjects  are  sterile.  This  is  a  clear  form  of  impediment  to 
the  escape  of  the  menstrual  flow  ;  and  is  an  exalted  form  of 
the  same  trouble  when  it  is  shed  and  expelled  in  shreds.  It 
is  subinvolution  of  the  decidua  at  tin*  menstrual  epoch. 

Many  women  expel  clots  who  are  not  affected  with  dys- 
menoirhoea  or  other  uterine  ailment ;  and  it  i-^  common  for 
women  to  be  so  affected  in  the  succeeding  period  after  con- 
tracting cold  during  or  toward  the  close  of  a  preceding  one. 
It  is  the  difficulty  which  the  uterus  has  in  separating  the 
disintegratiug  tissue  from  the  new  embryonic  tissue  beneath 
which  causes  the  pain.  To  effect  the  separation  a  violent 
spasmodic  contraction  takes  place.  It  is  from  this  fact  that 
in  the  nosology  of  some  writers  the  names  spasmodic  and 
congestive  are  derived. 

In  cases  of  primary  dysmenorrhoea  examination  is  seldom 
attainable ;  but  where  such  have  taken  place  it  has  been 
found  in  a  large  majority  of  cases  that  the  uterus  was  im- 
perfectly developed;  it  m^y  be  too  short  or  too  small  or 
both.  It  is  indisputable  that  cases  which  havt;  been  treated 
by  galvanism  have  resulted  in  a  cure  l>y  stimulating  the 
uterus  to  growth  so  that  it  reaches  a  normal  size  and  only 
then  did  the  dysmenorrhoea  disappear.  A  few  cases  get 
well  without  treatment.  Marriage,  if  furtile,  cures  a  large 
number  of  cases  and  would  cure  all  were  it  not  for  subin- 
volution of  the  uterus  after  ccmfinement.  In  three-fourtha 
of  cases  of  primary  dysmenorrhoea  clots  or  shreds  are  dis- 
charged. Anemia  and  rarely  plethora  complicate  these  cases. 

Viburnum  Compound  administered  at  short  intervals  will 
relieve  the  pain  at  the  period,  and  will  by  its  tonic  and  stim- 
ulating property  effect  a  complete  cure  if  prescribed  three 
times  daily  during  the  intei'val. 
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The  result  of  primary  ydsnienorrhoea  if  untreated  will  re- 
sult m  endometritis,  ovaritis,  and  it  may  be  perimetritis  ; 
and  these  in  their  turn  will  produce  acquired  dysmenorrhcea. 

In  primary  dysmenorrhcea  menstruation  is  regular  in  tw*) 
thirds  of  the  cases  and  irregular  in  one  third  ;  the  discharge 
is  profuse  in  two  fifths  and  scanty  in  one  half.  It  may  be 
that  in  some  cases  the  profuse  discharge  comes  from  the 
ovary.  Anemia  and  malnutrition  of  the  body  especially  of 
the  nervous  system,  plays  an  important  part  in  the  produc- 
tion of  dysmenorrhcea  and  the  character  of  the  menstrual 
flow. 

When  from  whatever  cause  uterine  subinvolution  results 
whether  the  subject  be  single  or  married  we  have  a  case  of 
chronic  endometritis  and  with  it  a  condition  of  the  decidua 
similar  to  what  we  find  in  a  case  of  primary  dysmenorrhcea 
and  with  it  menstrual  pain.  In  every  case  of  acquired  dys- 
menorrhcea there  must  be  an  endometritis  mild  or  severe. 
There  may  or  may  not  be  abdominal  pain  on  pressure;  but 
there  is  extreme  sensativeness  at  the  internal  os  on  the  pas- 
sage of  even  a  fine  probe ;  and  it  is  in  such  cases  that  bene- 
fit has  been  derived  from  dilatation,  the  sensability  of  the 
nerves  being  obtunded  by  nerve  stretching.  Mechanical 
interference  is  most  objectionable  to  the  patient  and  is  to 
be  avoided  by  the  physician  when  a  more  agreeable  remedy 
can  be  obtained,  which  will  answer  the  purpose  equally  as 
well.  In  acquired  dysmenorrhcea  we  have  the  same  path- 
ological condition  of  the  decidua,  a  difficulty  in  separating 
the  disintegrating  membrane  from  the  new  embryonic  tissue 
beneath  it  the  contractile  efforts  to  shed  which  causes  the 
pain. 

Viburnum  Compcmnd  given  ad  libitum  will  not  fail  to  re- 
lieve the  paroxysmal  pain  at  the  period  and  will  be  of  much 
benefit  durinif  the  interval.  The  Endometritis  will  demand 
special   treatment. 

Following  as  a  rule  in  point  of  time.  Endometritis  is  as- 
sociated with  EndoCervicitis.  Here  we  have  a  narrow  con- 
tracted OS  externum.    The  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervex 
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undergoes  chronic  thickening,  its  ghinds  become  hypertro- 
phied,  secrete  in  excess,  and  the  secretion  from  gltiiry  bland 
and  clear  becomes  muco  purulent  and  irritating.  This  is 
liable  to  retention  or  at  least  finds  imperfect  issue.  The 
cervical  canal  is  plugged  up  with  a  mucous  mass.  Under 
these  conditions  we  may  have  obstruction  to  the  flow,  par- 
tial retention.  These  cases  are  a  sequence  of  acquired  dys- 
menorrhoea  only.  The  symptoms  are  nnirked.  The  paint* 
arc  situated  in  the  uterine  region  and  radiate  to  the  back 
and  loins ;  they  are  more  or  less  paroxysmal  and  resemble 
the  pains  of  labor.  It  is  the  occasi(mal  periodic  exacerbation 
which  <jharacterizes  it  that  constitutes  the  pain  of  partial 
retention.  The  flow  comes  in  gushes,  ceases  for  a  time, 
and  then  returns  in  succeeding  gushes. 

In  all  cases  of  uterine  dysmenorrhoea  the  pain  precedes 
the  flow  and  ceases  on  its  appearance.  The  essential  pain 
IS  seated  in  the  uterus.  There  may  be  pain  in  other  regions 
and  nervous  disturbances  produced  by  reflex  irritation,  but 
the  pain  diagnostic  of  the  disturbance  is  fixed  in  the  uterus. 

Menstrual  pain  is  the  result  of  increased  muscular  action 
and  spasms  of  the  uterus  excited  by  the  separation  and  ex- 
pulsion of  shreds  of  disintegrated  mucous  membrane  ;  and 
the  sensitiveness  of  the  organ  is  increased  by  conditions 
of  tissue  dependent  on  imperfect  development,  anemia, 
plethora  and  malnutrition.  An  antispasmodic  relieves  the 
pain  while  a  nervine  and  uterine  tonic  soothes,  calms,  and 
increases  the  nutrition  of  the  organ,  so  as  to  effect  a  per- 
manent cure.  These  properties  are  found  associated  in 
Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound. 

There  is  a  form  of  dysmenorrhoea  which  we  have  called 
Ovarian,  which  sometimes  complicates,  is  often  produced 
by,  and  at  other  times  is  independent  of  uterine  dysmen- 
orrhoea. When  the  flow  precedes  the  pain,  which  may  not 
be  experienced  for  twenty  four  to  thirty  six  hours  after; 
or  when  pain  is  experienced  two  week©  or  less,  before  the 
flow  ;  or  when  the  pain  is  continuous  only  highly  aggravated 
at  the  period ;  or  when  the  pain  is  felt  a  few  days  prior  to. 
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and  .succeeding  the  flow,  we  may  consider  it  ovarian  in  its 
character.  There  may  be  an  irritable  ovary  or  ovaritis,  or 
ovarian  tumor,  or  organically  dis^eased  ovary,  or  the  ovary 
may  be  dislocated  with  or  without  displacement  of  the  uterus. 
In  the  case  <»f  irritable  ovary,  pain  will  be  superinduced  from 
refloQled  irritation  ;  but  when  there  is  organic  ovarian  dis- 
ease, the  vascular  lurgessciue  of  the  womb  is  ke|)t  up  con- 
tinuously and  persistently,  and  chronic  endometritis  is  the 
result  with  its  accompanying  menstrual  pain.  The  subjects 
of  ovarian  disease  are  sometimes  strong,  of  full  habit  and 
complain  of  headache,  vertigo,  and  imperfect  vision  previous 
to  the  period  ;  continued  suffering  produces  habitual  ill  health 
and  extreme  nervousness.  The  api)earance  of  the  flow  often 
affords  relief. 

Viburnum  Compound  by  its  nervine  properties  will  re- 
lieve and  cure  the  irritability  of  the  ovary  and  the  many  re- 
flex disturbances  that  arise  from  it.  It  will  palliate  the  pain 
better  than  Opium,  Chloral,  Chlorodyne  or  any  other  ano- 
dyne in  diseased  stales  of  the  ovary  ;  But  it  cannot  cure 
an  organically  diseased  or  dislocated  ovary.  Such  is  be- 
yond the  power  of  any  remedial  agent.  It  has  proved 
more  successful  than  any  other  known  remedy  and  has  met 
with  more  decided  and  universal  favor  from  medical  men 
than  any  other  medicinal  preparation. 

KnOOMETRITIS,   EXDOCKRVICITIS,    VAGINITIS,  LeUCORRHCEA. 

Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound  act^,  in  conjun<*tion  with 

topical   applications  as  the   white  alkaloid  Hydrastia,  lodo- 

f(n"m.  Glycerine  or  Glyco-Phenique  by  stimulating,   toning 

and  altering  the  diseased  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

Prolapsus   Uteri. 

The  failure  to  cure,  which  is  a  standing  reproach  to  the 
profession  ;  su[)ports  and  pessaries  beyond  a  mere  tempora- 
ry employment;  are  worse  than  useless.  Many  of  the  va- 
rious applications  which  have  been  invented  and  warranted 
as  sure  cures,  are  erroneous  in  conception,  as  their  aim  is 
to  hold  the  uterus  in  position.  The  only  true  method  of  ef- 
fecting this  is  by   lengthening  the  vagina   which  keeps  the 
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womb  in  j^itu.  when  the  vagina  preserves  its  normal  shape, 
length  and  position  it  will  snpport  the  womb  in  its  natural 
position.  An  abdominal  support,  or  what  is  better,  abdom- 
inal corset  to  keep  the  pressure  of  the  abdominal  contents 
off  th*e  uterus,  will  in  many  cases  be  sufficient.  In  some 
cases  a  pessary  on  the  principle  of  the  '*Hodge"  or  "Albert 
Smith"  will  be  required  for  a  temporary  use.  There  are  cases 
of  procedentia  which  demand  operative  interference  to 
render  life  comfortable.  In  each  case  the  pessary  must  be 
bent  and  fitted  to  meet  the  indications.  To  effect  a  cure, 
the  muscular  fibres  of  the  uterus  and  appendages  must  be 
toned  up  and  contra'jted,  and  nothing  but  a  remedy  having 
this  property  and  a  special  affinity  for  the  generative  organs 
will  produce  this  happy  result. 

PuERP'ERAL  Convulsions. 

In  cases  where  some  days  before  confinement  ladies  suf- 
fer from  headache,  nausea,  swollen  hands  and  feet,  and 
puffy  eyelids  or  in  other  words  syptoms  denoting  a  proba- 
ble attack  of  convulsions.  Viburnum  Compound  will  pre- 
vent them  and  mitigate  the  severity  of  the  labor  pains.  On 
this  account  it  has  often  been  called  ''^Mother's  Relief.^'  So 
valuable  it  is  in  this  grave  condition  that  it  ought  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  all  practitioners  and  every  wife  and  mothdr  in 
the  land;  and,  were  it  so,  we  would  be  saved  the  sad  and 
sickening  recital  of  cases  of  Eclampsia;  and  many  homes 
would  be  united  that  are  now  broken  up  through,  death  by 
this  ruthless  destroyer 

Hysteria. 

Which  is  a  nervous  and  psychosic  (combined  terminating 
in  paroxysm   or  convulsions  and  special  irritability  of  the 
sexual  nerve  centres ;  and  also  in  nei*vous  prostration. 
Insomnia,    Delerium  Tremens,    Flatulence  and  Flut- 
tering 

At  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  so  often  occuring  in  women  ap- 
proaching the  menopause,  Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound 
acts  quicker  and  better  than  any  other  remedy  yet  dis- 
covered. 
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Miscarriage. 

It  is  a  specific  so  long  as  the  membrane  rt»mains  unrupt- 
ured ;  and,  in  flooding  from  this  source  it  fulfills  the  desired 
indications  by  enabling  the  uterus  to  expel  any  clots  or  ad- 
herent placenta  and  thus  inducing  contraction  of  the  organ 
and  cessation  of  the  flooding. 

Cholera,  Cholera  Morbus,  Diarrh(ea  and  Colic. 

Hayden's  Viburnum  Com|)ound  is  the  best,  safest  and 
quickest  remedy  ever  employed.  It  ought  to  be  preceded 
by  Syrup  of  Rhubarb  and  Soda  Comp.,  in  two  doses,  half  an 
hour  apart;  although  this  is  not  alwajs  requisite.  No  test 
has  been  made  of  its  virtues  in  Asiatic  Cholera;  l)ut  from 
its  conceded  powerful  antispasmodic  properties  it  would 
seem  to  be  indicated  in  the  frightful  cranips  and  pains  inci- 
dent to  the  disease. 

Itisimpnicticable  to  mention  all  the  disturbances  in  which 
Viburnum  Compound  is  indicated.  To  do  so  would  neces- 
sitate the  writing  of  a  treatise  on  the  prac^tice  ef  medicine. 
Enough  has  been  said  to  show  its  wide  round  of  usefulness. 
It  does  not  depend  upon  the  peculiar  properties  of  any  one 
plant;  but,  by  a  happy  and  scientific  combination  of  several, 
whose  united  influence  produce  the  desired  result. 

SURGICAL  PATHOLOGY.* 

A.  J.  SMITH,  M.  D. 

Surgical  Pathology  is  a  study  of  great  import  to  the 
practical  surgeon  It  is  not  enough  that  one  to  be  a  surgeon 
should  simply  understand  anatomy  and  the  different  modes 
of  operating,  but  he  should  be  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  degree  of  vitality  existing  in  his  patient.  His  capability 
of  enduring  the  shock  of  an  operation,  and  his  tendency  to 
hemorrhage. 

The  surgeon  must  deal  altogether  with  abnornial  processes, 
he  is  always  looking  at  and  attending  to  parts  or  organs  that 
are  in  a  perverted  condition — abnormal.  The  surgeon  should 


•Extract  from  a  work  on  Surgery  now  preparing  for  the  press,  by  the  author. 
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be  able  to  determine  between  an  abnormal  and  a  normal  piCit. 
Therefore,  he  should  be  a  thorough  bcliolar  in  physiology, 
he  should  always  carry  along  with  him  a  mental  image  of 
the  healthy  man,  and  be  ready  at  any  moment  to  compare 
this  normal  with  the  :il)normal  man,  carefully  notip.g  the 
departure.  Some  of  the  best  operators  in  surgery,  fall  short 
of  success  in  consequence  of  this  want  of  knowledge. 

A  man  may  become  a  good  physician  in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  word  and  yet  make  no  pretentions  to  surgery  ;  but 
not  so  with  the  surgeon,  he  must  have  all  the  knowledge 
necessary  to  a  good  physician  in  order  to  be  a  success  as  a 
surgeon. 

Surgical  pathology,  then  teaches  the  investigation  of  ab- 
normal conditions  that  pertain  more  exclusively  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  surgeon  than  to  the  physician.  All  diseases  con- 
sidered as  a  deviation  from  the  healthy  standard,  may  be 
studied  either  as  exhibited  in  the  disordered  action  noted  in 
special  tissues,  or  in  that  seen  under  very  much  the  same 
general  characteristics  wherever  developed.  Therefore, 
they  should  be  divided  for  systematic  study  into  special  and 
general  pathology.  The  great  principles  that  enter  into  the 
consideration  of  general  derangements  will  facilitate  the 
study  of  those  modifications  and  differential  changes  that 
are  met  with  in  diseased  action  in  special  localities.  There 
is  nothing  more  valuable  to  him  who  would  become  a  profi- 
cient surgeon,  than  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  cardinal 
principles  of  surgery,  as  comprised  under  the  head  of 
inflammation,  wounds,  morbid  growths  and  deposits,  lux- 
ations &c. 

Having  gained  a  knowledge  of  these  landmarks,  it  is  easy 
for  the  student  to  master  the  issue  of  complications. 

Then  let  us  for  a  moment  look  at  health  or  rather  as  Dr. 
Franklin  says:  '*an  outline  of  the  normal  nutritive  process. 
Nutrition  is  defined  to  be  a  modification  of  the  formative 
process,  peculiar  to  living  bodies,  by  which  the  tissues  and 
organs  already  formed,  mantian  their  integrity."  Micro- 
scopic investigation  shows  all  tissues  of  the  body  to  consist 
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of  series  of  minute  elementary  atoms  or  cells,  the  vital  func- 
tions of  which,  afford  nutrition  to  all  parts  of  the  body. 
Three  phenomena  are  required  in  the  process  of  nutrition, 
1st.  Normal  cell  action.  2nd.  A  proper  condition  of,  and 
supply  of  blood.  3rd.  A  nervous  force  to  regulate  all.  Any 
deviation  from  this  state  is  disease.  Primarialy  the  demand 
for  iiutrition  is  for  growth  or  increase.  The  embryonic  cell 
is  an  example  of  this  character  of  nutrition.  Duplicative 
subdivisions  by  which  a  multitude  of  cells  are  formed  from 
one  single  cell,  each  being  exactly  like  the  original  one  from 
which  they  came.  It  is  by  this  process  tnat  the  embryo  be- 
comes the  child  and  the  child  the  adult,  with  but  little  change 
save  that  of  growth . 

Development  begins  in  the  uterus  at  the  earliest  moment 
after  impregnation,  and  is  far  advanced  at  birth,  being  com- 
plete by  the  twenty  seventh  year. 

Growth  also  begins  in  intra-uterine  existence  and  contin- 
ues up  to  about  the  twenty  fifth  year.  It  consists  in  the 
increase  of  size,  and  is  most  marked  between  birth  and 
puberty. 

The  difference  between  development  and  growth  is  most 
marked  in  these  cases  in  which  there  is  partial  or  complete 
arrest  of  the  other.  A  dwarf,  however  small  in  stature,  may 
present  a  perfect  development  of  every  part  of  the  body. 
Again,  at  birth,  we  may  tind  a  hand,  foot  or  some  other 
part  of  the  body  al)sent  or  partly  deficient  in  development. 

Adult  life  is  the  period  at  which  nutrition  plays  the  most 
important  part.  During  the  time  of  active  life,  a  demand 
for  nutrition  is  called  for  by  every  exertion  of  the  vital  pow- 
ers, but  most  especially  by  the  evolution  of  nervous  and 
muscular  forces.  The  production  and  application  of  these 
may  be  considered  the  great  end  to  be  obtained  by  the  ani- 
imal  econmy,  in  so  far  as  the  individual  is  concerned. 

At  this  stage  of  life  the  organism  is  diligent  in  preserv- 
ing the  development  already  attained,  and  repairing  the 
waste  continually  going  on.     This  is  effected  through  the 
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process  of  assimilation  from  tlio  Uegining  of  existence  up  to 
the  period  of  death  of  the  organi^sin. 

Old  age  is  the  period  when  there  is  a  decline  of  the  pow- 
ers that  have  brouorht  the  individunl  through  all  the  ills  of 
fcetal,  infancy  and  adult  life.  And  as  an  old  machine  that 
has  been  very  fn^quently  repaired,  until  there  U  no  longer 
integrity  found  within  it,  so  is  old  age,  from  insufficient 
nervo-muscular  energy,  nutrition  is  performed  less  rapidly, 
and  waste  is  the  result.  Degenerations  of  the  tissues  and 
organs  of  the  body  proceed  as  jige  advances,  and  the  entire 
system,  unable  to  perform  its  accustomed  work,  gi*adually 
sinks  into  the  arms  of  death — the  end  of  natural  life. 

Jn  the  presei-vation  of  life,  whether  of  a  tissue  or  the 
whole  organism,  nutrition  consists  in  the  performance  of  two 
distinct  offices  ;  in  one  material  is  furnished  for  the  formation 
of  new  cells,  whose  destiny  is  to  replace  those  whose  exist- 
ence has  terminated  ;  in  the  other,  the  waste  constantly  go- 
ing on  is  supplied  in  those  textures  in  which  the  organic 
forms  are  perfect.  This  pi'ocess  is  carried  on  by  the  func- 
tions of  aasimilation  and  digestion^  the  new  material  is  furn- 
ished to  the  blood,  and  through  it  to  all  the  tissues  of  the 
l)ody .  Nutrition  consist  essentially  of  a  formative  process  on 
the  one  hand,  and  a  destructive  process  on  the  other.  When 
there  is  an  equilibrium  between  the  two  health  is  said  to  be 
perfect,  but  if  one  or  the  other  should  become  defective  or 
in  excess  an  abnormal  state  ensues.  During  the  period 
of  growth  the  formative  process  is  in  excess  and  develop- 
ment is  produced. 

In  adult  life  the  two  are  equal,  waste  and  nutrition  are 
at  par.  In  old  age  we  have  the  processes  reversed  to  what 
they  were  in  infancy.     Waste  is  on  the  increase. 

When  a  disproportion  exists  between  the  formative  and 
destructive  processes,  and  when  the  formative  is  in  the  as- 
cendency, we  have  adnormal  growths  ;  hypertrophy  is  said 
to  occur.  If  the  destructive  is  in  excess  we  have  atrophy. 
This  shall  receive  further  attention  in  future  pages  of  this 
treatise. 
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SYMPTOMS  and  their  relation  to  surgical  treatment,  will 
now  be  discussed  for  a  brief  period.  We  would  like  in  this 
to  hiy  the  foundations  so  well  as  to  leave  no  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  the  student,  as  to  the  proper  course  to  persue. 

As  surgeons  we  must  know  by  the  appearances  of  our 
patient,  what  is  necessary  to  correct  the  pathological  condi- 
tions present,  in  each  and  all  cases.  Therefore  we  will  stu- 
dy pathology  with  reference  to  the  indications  for  drugs  or 
surgical  interference. 

Continued  to  next  No,  of  this  Journal. 


THEORY  vs.  FACTS 

J.  A.  MILLER.   D.  D.,  M.  D, 


I  have  not  the  plesasure  of  Mr.  Achelor's  personal  ac- 
quaintance, but  from  the  ease  with  which  he  theorizes,  and 
the  freedom  with  which  he  denounces  those  who  dare  to 
differ,  did  his  cogitations  not  appear  in  a  Rational  Medical 
JournaU  1  should  certainly  conclude  him  some  (irrasible) 
oricle  of  * 'Theory  and  Practice." 

I  have  for  weeks  been  laid  up  with  Erysipelas  in  my  right 
hand  and  arm.  It  is  at  present  almost  impossible  for  me 
to  hold  the  pen  ;  but  I  propose  with  the  Editors  permission 
to  have  my  say,  in  review  of  some  of  his  strictures.  True, 
his  statements  may  be  facts,  by  himself  long  since  demon- 
strated. If  so,  we  shall  not  question  hisyizc^^,  but  simply 
ask  for  his  process  of  demon>tration,  and  to  this,  he  certain- 
ly, as  a  scientific  medical  writer,  can  urge  no  objection. 

In  the  September  No.  of  the  ^'St,  Louis  Medical  JoumaV 
he  assumes  the  position,  that  the  bite  of  the  mosquitoes  is 
the  efficient  productive  cause  of  Fever  and  Ague,  and  that 
it,  smd  trichinous  pork  are  the  sole  causes  of  Typhoid  Fever, 
(Falsely  so  called)  and  assures  us  that  these  facts  are  un- 
questioned an)ong  ^'Scientific  Writers,''  and  that  it  is  only 
"the  illiterale  and  ignorant"  who  tind  a  productive  cause 
for  either  of  these   diseases  in  any  thing  else,   especially  in 
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such  foolish  things  as  'Miight  air,  morning  dew,  stagnant 
ponds,  miasma  and  mahiria"  &c'  &c.  To  a  careful  reader, 
it  may  scarcely  seem  modest,  to  call  such  men  as  Darwin,  H. 
Spencer,  Haackle,  Richardson,  Brown,  Sequard,  Barthalow. 
Bennett,  Watson,  Helmuth  and  Beech,  '^illiterate  and  ig- 
norant" because  they  find  the  productive  cause  of  fever  and 
ague  in  *Mnalaria,  stagnant  ponds"  &c,  and  to  assume  that 
John  Buchanan  and,B,  Achelor  ahnie  represent  the  '*scien- 
titic  writers"  of  the  medical  world,  because  they  would  de- 
fend the  *'germ  theory"  of  disease.  Such  an  assumption 
is  at  least  falacious  as  an  argument,  and  futile  as  a  barrier 
to  further  investigation  and  especially  so ,^ when  that  modern 
apostle  of  the  * 'germ  theory,"  John  Buchanan,  finds  the 
prolific  source  of  these  germs,  in  this  disease,  in  the  miasma 
and  decaying  vegetable  matter."  Again  "Vegetable  decom- 
position is  the  source  of  the  i)oison"  (not  mosquitoes),  for 
the  special  morbific  influence  is  no  where  so  prevalent  as  in 
the  vacinity  of  stagnant  water,  tilled  with  debris,  marshes 
&c".  C.  P.,  p.  36.,  Bennett  finds  the  cause  of ''Intermittent 
Fever,"  in  '*low  swampy"  soil,  a  condition  of  the  atmos- 
phere accasioned  by  eva[)oration  from  the  earths  surface, 
l)y  solar  heat  rather  than  currants  of  aii."  B.  P.,  p.  883. 
In  fact  I  could  adduce  such  testimony  from  any  and  every 
medical  writer  of  note  from  Hippocrates  down  to  the  pres- 
ent ;  but  it  would  be  of  no  avail,  as  Mr.  Achelor,  as  judge 
and  jury,  has  already  pronounced  sentence  on  all  such,  they 
are  ^^iUiterate  and  ignorant y^'  and  on  this  ex-cathedra  state- 
ment with  him  the  matter  ends. 

He  fortunately  for  these  "illiterate  and  ignorant"  men, 
gives  us  a  simple,  rule  by  which  to  test  his  Theory.  And  on 
behalf  of  these  p(K)r  "ignorant"  men,  I  now  shall  proceed 
to  its  application.  His  rule  is  "wherever  the  earth  is 
densely  shaded  with  vegetation,  there  is  mosquitoes,  there 
is  Fever  and  Ague."  *  *  *  "Where  land  is  bare  in  mid- 
summer, thei*e  is  no  mosquitoes,  and  no  chills  and  fever." 
A  scientific  writer,  should  be  precise  in  the  use  of  language, 
but  I  pass  this  grammar  by,  to  notice  that  the  predicate,  a 
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to  the  location  of  mosquitoes  is  not  correct.  It  is  not  true, 
that  ''Wherever  the  earth  is  densely  shaded  with  vegetation 
there  is  niosquitoe.^."  Neither  is  correct,  that  where  the 
"land  is  cultivated,  in  wheat  oats  or  rye,  and  consequently 
bare  in  nndsuinmer,  there  is  no  mosquitoes.".  California 
Valleys  are  cultivated  in  ''wheat,"  and  having  no  summer 
rains  are  "bare"  enough  in  "midsummer,"  and  yet,  in  many 
of  these  valleys,  we  have  mosquitoes  all  the  year  round,  while 
in  others,  no  matter  how  "densely  shaded  with  vegetation"' 
the  soil  is,  mosquitoes  are  wholly  unknown  But  to  apply 
this  rule 

APPLICATION.  I.  Jn  a  section  of  Canada,  where  I  spent 
my  early  days,  there  are  two  running  streams,  known  as  the 
"Little  and  Big  Huinber."  From  late  spring  till  earl}  fall 
this  is  appearantly  the  paradise  of  mosquitoes,  and  yet  the 
oldest  inhabitunt  never  heard  of  a  case  of  Fever  and  Ague, 
developed,  in  all  that  section  of  country. 

APPLICATION.  II.  Along  the  Neosho  bottoms  in  Kansas, 
fever  and  ague  prevails  most  in  early  spring  and  late  fall ; 
beft)re  mosquitoes  ome,  and  after  they  have  left,  cold  nights 
having  prevented,  or  removed  the  pest. 

APPLICATION.  III.  Just  go  with  me  up  the  Frazier  River 
to  its  intersection  of  the  Harrison,  in  Sept.  the  high  waters 
have  gone  down  and  left  large  mud  flats  in  which  mosqui- 
toes of  pure  Pacific  growth  germanate  and  multiply  ad  in-- 
piitum  to  such  an  extent  that  the  settler  leave  till  the  pest 
is  abated.  But  no  "Intermittant  Fever"  or  "Fever  and 
Ague"  is  ever  developed  here. 

APPLICATION.  IV.  Right  here  at  Farmington  California, 
where  I  now  write,  we  have  mosquitoes  aiU  the  year  round, 
but  no  Intermittents  or  Fever  and  Ague. 

APPLICATION.  V.  In  the  Lularie  secti<m  of  California,  we 
have  a  peculiar  type  of  Bilious  Intermittent  Fever  nearly 
identical  with  the  dreaded  "Panama  Fever"  which  always 
commences  with  the  essential  characteristic  of  "Fever  and 
Ague"  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  "mosquitoes"  are  un- 
known, men,  women  and  families  who  haive  good  pure  water 
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are  wholly  exeuipt  from  its  ravages,  while  men  who  use  water 
out  of  ''stagnant  ponds"  and  are  exposed  to  ''night  air  and 
morning  dew,"  such  as  sheep-herders,  cattle  men  &c,  are 
often  seriously  and  fatally  attacked ;  and  men  who  in  this 
country  stand  high  as  scientists,  whose  heads  have  grown 
grey  in  the  study  of  cause  and  effect,  conclude  this  fever  is 
the  product  of  these  causes,  instead  of  the  mosquito  bite, 
when  there  are  no  mosquitoes  to  bite.  Then  again,  scientifi- 
cally speaking  a  mosquito  never  does  bite,  he  simply  inserts 
a  proboscis  and  sucks,  while  the  insertion  of  a  silver  tube, 
and  suction  applied  by  the  human  mouth,  will  produce  a 
phenomena  identical  with  the  mosquitoes  sting.  Chemistry 
has  so  far  failed  to  find  that  the  mosquito  leaves  any  deposit 
behind  ;  if  he  deposits  when  he  firsts  inserts  his  proboscis,  his 
own  suction  would  at  once  reabsorb  it,  and  when  through 
sucking,  he  could  only  deposit  human  blood.  Now  if  this 
is  so,  and  it  is,  then  this  whole  theory  is  Falacia  amphabO" 
lia  versus  Facts. 

We  are  then  told  that  the  cause  of  Typhoid  Fever,  is  ''eat* 
ing  trichinous  pork,  or  having  been  bitten  by  mosquitoes." 
It  would  seem  to  be  enough  to  say  that  the  science  of  the 
medical  world  lies  against  this  as.^umption.  But  practical 
facts  will  demonstrate  its  fallacy.  "In  London  England 
there  is  very  little  pork  eaten,  to  such  an  extent  is  this  the 
fact,  that  it  is  a  safe  assumption,  that  not  one  child  in  ten, 
under  ten  years  of  age,  has  ever  tasted  pork.  Mosquitoes 
ai-e  not  partial  to  London  smoke  and  fog.  In  fact  I  do  not 
remember  ever  having  seen  a  mosquito  in  London,  and  yet 
in  the  fall  of  1864,  enteric  disease,  nearly  depopulated  the 
Thames  District,  of  its  minor  inhabitants.  The  Board  of 
Health,  composed  of  the  finest  medical  minds  of  England, 
found  that  this  district  used  milk  from  a  certain  dairy,  that 
these  cows  were  fed  on  the  refuse  of  "Brewers  Mash,"  and 
drank  water  from  a  certain  stagnant  pond,"  the  milk  was 
interdicted  and  the  disease  stamped  out  without  an  injunc- 
tion on  "Pork"  or  "mosquitoes." 

If  any  of  your  readers  will  use  a  micoscope  of  500  diam- 
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eters  and  examine  the  cream  which  rise^  on  milk  taken  from 
cows,  which  drink  out  of  "stagnant  ponds,"  and  then  Ex- 
amine the  mucous  slouo;h  from  the  glands  of  Pever  or  the 
folicles  of  LeiberKuhn,  in  interic  disease,  they  will  con- 
clude with  me  that  neither  **'Trichinous  pork"  nor  "mosqui- 
toe  bites,"  nre  the  sole,  or  even  the  general  cause  of  this 
disease  which  neither  "whiskey"  nor  Quinine  has  ever,  or 
can  ever  cure. 

In  the  October  No.,  of  the  journal  this  writer  volunteers 
the  following ;  "That  alcohol  in  some  one  of  its  various 
forms  is  our  great,  and  only  antidote  for  venom  in  the  blood, 
is  a  fact  that  no  intelligent  man  tries  to  dispute,  he  simply 
makes  a  fool  of  himself  if  he  does."  Septisema  is  a  venom 
in  l)lood.  If  "alcohol"  is  the  "only  antidote"  Garfield 
should  still  be  alive."  "Alr-ohol"  itself  is  a  powerful  "Ven- 
om in  the  blood."  But  take  more  "alcohol"  and  be  cured. 
The  man  simply  "makes  a  fool  of  himself,"  who  don't?  I 
have  seen  dozens  of  men  drunk  one  day  and  shaking  with 
the  ague  the  next  till  an  intelligent  physician  would  l)e  at  a 
loss  to  know  which  disease  would  prove  the  most  difScult 
to  cure.  Theories^  are  the  creation  of  hunmn  fancy.  FactSy 
are  the  foundation  of  the  throne  of  the  universe.  In  the  on- 
ward march  of  human  intellect,  theories- will  crumble  into 
dust  and  into  nothing  fall.  Hwifacts^  will  live  on  and  on 
while  endless  ages  roll  ;  if  Rational  Medication  is  ever  es- 
tablished ;.  Facts,  must  be  its  foundation  stone,  and  the 
material  of  the  whole  superstructure.  Give  \x^  facts y  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  quill,  give  us  Facts. 


INFANTILE  REMITTENT  FEVER. 

MRS.  8.  F.  SMITH,  M.  D. 


We  are  often  called  upon  to  treat  little  children  for  the 
different  ailments,  among  which  we  find  remittent  fever  the 
most  common.  It  requires  considerable  tact  to  properly  ex- 
amine a  sick  child  and  make  the  proper  analysis  of  the  case. 
It  is  not  enough  to  ask  the  mother  a  few  leading  questions. 
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for  even  if  that  alone  would  be  sufBeient,  which  is  not  the 
case,  the  mother  is  prone  toexagerate  the  childs  symptoms, 
on  account  of  her  zeal  in  its  behalf  and  from  the  fact  that 
some  important  lesions  are  likely  to  be  overlooked.  The 
most  important  point  is  to  be  able  to  read  the  pathology  of 
the  case,  with  a  view  of  administering  the  proper  remedy. 
The  first  step  should  be  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  little 
patient,  which  is  easily  accomplished  by  commencing  with 
gentleness  and  step  by  step  as  it  were  stealing  its  little  heart. 
In  this  the  lady  physician  has  the  advantage  over  the  stern- 
er sex,  especially  if  she  has  ever  had  the  good  fortune  to 
be  a  mother.  Thus  far  the  professional  services  are  not 
supposed  to  be  scientific,  but  as  soon  as  this  first  point  is 
gained,  the  physician  is  to  proceed  according  to  the  most 
approved  method  of  examination,  and  search  carefully  for 
all  the  lesions  in  the  case,  not  being  satisfied  with  a  single 
group  of  symptoms ;  but  scaning  all  of  the  abnormal  ap- 
pearances. Proceeding,  we  examine  the  circulation  to  as- 
certain the  volume  and  frequency  of  the  pulse.  The  tem- 
perature as  to  its  height  or  depression,  the  surface  as  to 
whether  red  or  pale,  cold  or  hot. 

And  the  features  as  to  whether  placid,  expressionless,  pinch- 
ed or  full  of  expression.  Taking  mental  notes  of  what  we  have 
seen  contrary  to  that  which  is  normal.  We  proceed  still 
further,  and  examine  the  secretions,  excretions  and  appear- 
ances of  mucous  membrane  as  to  color,  fullness,  and  as  to 
pointing  out  lesions  of  the  nerve  centers.  We  are  always 
importuned  by  the  patients  friends  to  name  the  disease,  and 
although  a  name  amounts  to  nothing  in  the  treatment  of 
disease,  we  must  be  able  to  satisfy  the  friends  of  the  patient. 
Therefore,  let  us  analyze  an  ordinary  cvlsg  of  remittent  /ever , 
and  see  if  we  can  have  a  treatment  that  will  fit  all  cases  that 
may  be  classified  as  such.  The  child  is  fretful  for  two  or 
three  days  or  more  ;  when  a  chill  is  ushered  in  lasting  from 
a  half  to  one  hour,  this  is  followed  by  a  reactive  fever; 
which  runs  a  definite  course  remitting  daily  or  every  other 
day,  the  fever  not  entirely  leaving  the  patient  but  the  teni- 
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perature  falls  to  over  the  normal  for  one  or  two  hours  at  a 
istated  period,  again  rising  and  pursuing  the  same  course 
as  before,  and  thus  it  continues  until  the  poison  has  been 
eliminated  or  the  powers  of  nature  succumbs  to  the  morbid 
influence  aud  the  patient  dies.  In  ail  this  description  there, 
has  been  nothing  stated  to  show  an  indication  for  a  single 
remedy,  unless  it  has  been  quinine,  but  it  is  seen  that  qui- 
nine does  not  cure  all  cases  of  remittent  fever.  Therefore 
we  will  give  three  cases  of  ^n/a?^^7e  remittent  fever  illustra- 
tive of  what  it  is,  how  it  ought  to  be  treated,  and  to  show 
how  little  there  is  in  a  name. 

Case. — 1st.  LillieD.  set.  three  years,  was  taken  sick,  an 
examination  showed  a  temperature  of  102,1-2  in  the  morn- 
ing, 103,1-2  in  the  afternoon.  The  face  was  flushed,  eyes 
bright,  and  the  pupils  contracted.  Pulse  full,  quick  and 
bounding,  with  120  strokes  to  the  minute,  bowels  constipa- 
ted. The  tongue  was  elongated  and  pointed  with  eroded 
papilleeon  the  extremety,  not  coated.  There  was  consider- 
able pain  over  the  left  orbit,  and  if  the  patient  slept  she 
would  frequently  start  suddenly  from  her  slumber  with  a 
sharp  shrill  cry.  There  was  one  paryoxsm  daily  in  the 
morning,  a  slight  chill  followed  by  a  high  grade  of  fever. 

In  this  case  Veratrum  Viride;  Rhus  Tox;  and  Gfellsemi- 
num,  were  the  remedies  used,  until  the  third  day  when  the 
tempature  was  at  99,1-2  and  the  patient  was  put  upon  As- 
clepias  Tub.  and  on  the  fifth  day  niedical  treatment  was 
discontinued.     The  patient  well. 

Case. — II.  Willie  K.  set.  four  yeais,  was  taken  sick  with 
chill  and  fever,  remittent  in  character.  Temperature  100 
in  the  morning,  and  100,1—2  in  the  afternoon.  Pulse  slow 
full  and  compressable,  countenance  pale,  pupils  dilated  large- 
ly. Patient  inclined  to  stupor,  very  sleepj',  does  not  com- 
plain of  pain,  tongue  broad  and  pallid,  involuntary  discharge 
from  the  bowels  and  bladder.  Patient  lies  upon  his  back^ 
find  rolls  the  head  from  side  to  side.  There  was  no  expres- 
sion on  the  face.     Those  symptoms  deepened  from  day  toi 
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day.  Treatment,  BelladonOy  Nux.  Aconite  and  sulphide 
of  sodw.     Recovery  on  the  ?sixth  day. 

Case. — IJl.  8usieJ.8et.  six  months,  was  taken  with  a 
high  rhiil,  followed  by  fever,  remittent  in  character.  Pulse 
small,  feeble  and  frequent  showing  a  want  of  heart  power. 
Tempeniture  100  in  the  morning,  100,1-2  in  the  afternoon, 
bowels  normal.      Tongue  normal,  no  complications. 

Treatment  A«*onite  in  small  doses  frequently  repeated; 
the  third  day  the  fever  abated. 

In  those  ca^es  rep<irted  it  may  be  seen  that  each  case  must 
be  analyzed  separately,  and  treatment  given  accordingly. 
It  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  Belladonna  would  not  have  been 
the  pr4iper  remedy  in  the  first  <!a-e,  nor  would  Gellseminum 
been  of  service  in  the  second.  While  Veratrum  wcmid  have 
i)een  out  of  place  in  the  third  case  and  Aconite  could  not 
have  succeeded  in  the  first.  All  conclusions  were  drawn  and 
treatment  given  in  each  case  without  any  regard  to  what  the 
mother  had  to  say. 

Much  more  might  be  s.iid  on  the  subject  but  space  will 
not  permit. 

IntlUnapolU,   ind. 


HOW.  WHEN  AND 
WHERE  THE  MALARIAL  DELUSION  ORIGINATED. 

B.  ACHELOR. 


When  we  read  about  the  people  of  Salem,  in  Massachusetts 
hanging  or  otherwise  executing  some  poor  unfortunate 
women,  claiming  they  were  witches,  simply  because  they 
bad  some  mothers  marks  on  their  bodies,  we  are  tempted  to 
exclaim  what  kind  of  "Damphools"  were  they  any  way? 

Throw  a  woman  into  deep  water,  if  she  swam  to  save 
her  life,  she  was  a  witch,  if  she  drowned  she  was  innocent; 
in  either  event  the  woman  lost  her  life  all  the  same. 

We  have  among  us  a  very  numerous  class  of  farmers  who 
will  only  plant  water  melons  when  the  moon  is  in  Aquarious, 
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parsnips  when  the  moon  in  in  8corpia,  sow  cabbage  seed 
when  the  moon  is  in  Aries  ;  Castrate  their  animals  when  the 
moon  is  in  Pices, ;  they  are  certain  the  animals  would  Ik* 
likely  to  die  if  the  moon  was  in  Leo. 

But  ask  those  believers  in  witches  and  witch  craft,  those 
believers  in  the  aigns^  for  some  intelligent  explanation;  ask 
them  for  the  evidence  why  they  believe  these  foolish  super- 
stitions and  the  answer  they  will  give  will  be  just  Jis  ration- 
al, reasonable  and  intelligent,  as  any  man  can  give  for  hi?* 
belief  about  miasma,  malaria,  fumigating  and  some  other 
current  foolish  superstitions.  I  have  been  traveling  some 
lately,  and  at  some  of  our  |)olitical  meetings,  I  have  met 
medical  men  of  good  home  reputation.  I  have  said  to  sev- 
eral— here  now  I  am  all  attention  if  you  believe  in  mailaria, 
tell  us  what  it  is-how  it  acts-where  the  lesion  commences- 
how  it  operates  to  act  as  a  periodic-how  quinine  acts  to  stop 
the  paryoxsms,  only  for  a  time — why  is  it  Ague  only  pre- 
vails as  an  epidemic  when  the  temperature  is  between  50 
and  70  deg.  Fah. 

And  yet  I  have  not  met  with  a  single  individual  who  had 
a  single  reason  to  give,  any  more  than  the  believer  in  witches 
or  the  signs  have  for  their  belief. 

This  is  not  creditable  to  their  intelligence.  When  I  talk 
about  milk-sick,  Ague,  Yellow  Fever,  Leprosy,  Hog  Chol- 
era or  anything  else,  I  can  alwaiys  tell,  both,  what  1  believe 
and  why  I  believe. 

The  l>elief  in  witch  craft  is  a  living  monument  of  what 
was  once  a  terrible  scourge  to  humanity.  Looking  in  the 
alminac  for  the  signs  is  a  living  monument  of  a  lost  art. 

And  our  superstitions  about  miasma,  malaria,  fumigating 
rags,  clo/:hing,  &c,  are  likewise  monuments  of  terrible  events 
in  our  history.  No  practical  results  of  any  benefit  whatever 
have  resulted  from  any  quarantine  regulations  against  Asi- 
atic Cholera,  Yellow  Fever  or  the  diseases  of  our  domestic 
animals.  If  the  authcmties  ran  stop  or  prevent  Asiatic 
Cholera,  the  peoi)le  would  like  to  see  it  done.  If  the  au- 
thorities can  stop  or  prevent  an  epidemic  of  Hog  Cholera, 
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the  people  would  like  to  see  it  done.  The  subject  of  epi- 
demics and  quarantines  is  now  before  the  American  people 
and  I  pi'opose  to  say  that  before  we  can  successfully  pre- 
vent Asiatic  Cholera,  we  must  study  ihe  nature  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  leai-n  how  it  is  propiigated — if  we  are  going  to 
successfully  prevent  Yellow  Fever,  we  must  study  the  dis- 
ease and  learn  how  it  is  propagated,  and  what  is  true  of  one 
is  true  of  all ;  there  is  not  two  or  three  different  ways  of 
propagating  the  same  disease. 

The  laws  of  humanity  forbid  us  making  practical  experi- 
ments with  something  so  liable  to  prove  fatal  as  Asiatic 
Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Dyphtheria,  &c.  But  it  is  not  so 
with  the  diseases  of  our  domestic  animals.  Whatever  is  said 
about  Milk-Sick,  Texas  Fever,  Hog  Cholera  and  Pleuro 
Pneumonia  in  cattle,  is  easily  proven,  either  true  or  false. 
We  can  expose  animals  to  the  alleged  cause,  kill  them  in 
any  stage  of  progress  of  the  disease,  and  by  caref  ull  analo- 
gy learn  what  would  otherwise  forever  remain  a  mystery. 

Few  people  know  how  the  miasma,  malaria  and  fumiga- 
ting superstition  originated,  so  1  presume  reliable  informa- 
on  the  subject  will  be  acceptable.  All  our  quarantine  notions, 
miasma  and  malaria  superstitions  have  grown  out  of  the 
Great  Plague  of  London,  which  occurred  in  1565.  In  less 
than  four  months  sixty  five  thousand  persons  died  ;  the  mor- 
tality reached  five  thousand  in  a  day.  In  that  part  of  the 
city  where  the  disease  prevailed  less  then  twenty  per  cent, 
escaped,  and  over  sixty  per  cent  died.  That  part  of  the 
city,  in  extent  about  seven  hun.dred  acres  was  entirely  de- 
serted, and  silent  as  a  grave  yard.  A  rank  growth  of  weeds 
took  possession  of  the  streets.  Asia  had  been  dealing  with 
this  disease  for  centuries  and  had  learned  to  leave  what  they 
called  ^'a  plague  spot"  until  the  plague  died.  All  Europe 
was  compelled  to  adopt  the  Asiatic  method  of  dealing  with 
the  disease. 

Barrels  of  ink  have  been  used  discussing  the  question 
whether  Typhus  fever  and  the  plague  were  one  and  the 
same  disease  or  two  distinct  diseases 
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We  are  able  now  to  explain  the  whole  sul>ject  and  give 
the  reason  why  for  all  the  phenomena  conneeted  with  Ty- 
phus fever  and  the  plague,  why  fumigation  was  a  ^ucce.'ss, 
deserting  plague  spots  was  a  success,  and  anything  else 
connected  with  the  subject. 

The  Asiatic  method  of  dealing  with  the  plague  was  to 
desert  the  house  and  take  nothing  out ;  in  London  this  was 
expensive  and  tjcruhbing,  replaslering  and  fumigating  was 
resorted  to.  Success  followed  the  scrubinng,  washing  aud 
fumigating  efforts,  and  one  fumigant  in  particular  was  found 
to  never  fail.  Parliament  gave  $25,000  to  have  it  made 
public,  and  today  with  scrubbing,  washing,  cleanliness  and 
funiigants,  Typhus  fever  is  kept  within  very  small  bounds 
in  all  the  European  citie--. 

But  about  this  time  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  promulgated  his 
theory  of  the  three  constituent  parts  of  air,  oxygen,  nitrogen 
and  hydrogen.  So  the  medical  fraternity  got  in  a  fourth 
that  they  called  miasma.  Strangely  enough  this  maisma  is 
I  he  medium  in  their  minds,  through  which  Typhus  Fever, 
Small  Pox,  Yellow  Fever,  Asiatic  Cholera  and  all,  is  trans- 
mitted ;  and  it  is  just  as  ignorant  and  stupid  a  delusion  as 
the  belief  in  witch  craft. 

The  very  best  talent  and  best  intellect,  German,  British 
and  American,  have  decided  that  Ty|)hus  fever  in  the  hu- 
man family,  kinderpest  in  cattle,  hog  cholera,  chicken  chol- 
era, dog  distemper,  the  great  horse  disease  of  the  tropics, 
and  a  similar  disease  in  many  other  species  of  animals,  are 
one  and  the  same  disease,  affecting  different  species  of 
animals.  Hence  when  we  find  the  cause  in  one  species  it 
will  be  the  same  in  all.  Typhus  is  caused  by  .what  has  l>een 
well  known  to  exist  for  a  long  time  and  that  is  the  muscle 
l)arasite.  The  muscle  purasite  is  the  larvae  of  a  small  insect, 
which  lajs  the  egg  in  the  nostril  where  it  hatches  and  goes 
immediately  to  the  lungs,  it  there  enters  the  circulation  and 
is  carried  to  the  terminus  of  the  arterial  system  where  it  re- 
mains in  a  quiescent  state,  until  they  get  their  full  larval 
growth.     When   they  start  to  leave  the  animal  body,  they 
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cut. through  the  capillaries  into  the  veins,  follow  the  circula- 
tion iiito  the  lungs,  force  their  way  through  the  mucous 
membrane  and  are  expelled  in  mucus  from  the  nose,  which 
as!>ists  in  some  way  in  the  change  to  the  image  or  perfect 
insect. 

When  the  larvse  cut  their  way  through  the  capillaries,  a 
wound  is  made  that  fills  with  blood  that  ceases  to  circulate, 
becomes  dead  l)l()(>d  and  changes  into  septic  acid.  When  the 
putrid  form  of  the  disease  occurs  there  is  either  Trichinae  or 
younger  colonies  of  the  parasite  in  the  animal,  or  probably 
both,  the  fever  heat  in  the  animal  body  kills  the  principle  of 
life  in  the  Trichinae  which  becomes  putrid  and  communicates 
putrescence  to  the  blood.  There  is  nothing  about  this  ex- 
planation that  is  conjecture,  nothing  that  cannot  be  under- 
stood, nothing  that  is  doubtful ;  every  assertion  is  easily 
proved  correct.  The  reader  must  not  think  the  muscle  par- 
asite and  Trichinae  are  the  same  thing. 

The  muscle  parasite  is  the  larvae  of  a  small  insect,  and  is 
male  and  female. 

The  Trichinae  is  not  the  larvae  of  an  insect,  is  not  male 
and  female,  but  like  the  grape  phyloxem  it  is  a  degenerate 
species,  of  a  species  of  insect  that  has  this  strange  peculiar- 
ity of  producing  degenerate  species.  Trichinae  is  a  degen- 
erate species  of  the  muscle  parasite  that  lays  eggs  once  and 
after  that  multiplies  by  simple  degeneration. 

The  subject  involves  a  loss  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  anually,of  from  $10,000,000  to  $20,000,000,  besides 
there  is  put  on  the  niHrket  a  large  amount  of  pork,  the  pro- 
duct of  sick  hogs,  and  Trichinae  in  pork  is  a  result  of  hog 
cholera. 

Should  any  of  the  readers  of  the  journal  wish  to  see  the 
muscle  parasite  they  must  remember  there  is  no  parasite  in 
a  sick  animal,  their  exit  is  made  before  the  fever  commences. 

When  an  epidemic  of  hog  cholera  commences  in  a  herd 
of  swine,  kill  and  dress  one  apparently  in  perfect  health, 
cut  the  lungs  into  slices  half  an  inch  thick,  also  slice  up 
the  hams  and  legs,  lay  the  slices  on  a  table  or  cloth,  and  in 
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an  hour  or  two  a  number  of  the  hirvse  may  be  seen  trying 
to  make  their  escape  off  of  the  table  or  cloth.  Their  loco- 
motion appears  like  awkward  attempts  to  leap.  There  is  no 
need  of  a  microscope. 


WHAT  IS  IT?  AND  WHY  IS  IT? 

B.  F.  BUFF,  M.  D. 

Case — Child  six  months  old,  girl,  rather  large  of  its  age, 
well  developed  physically,  inclined  to  be  fleshy,  never  has 
been  sick  nor  complained  as  if  suffering  any  pain  ;  fair  com- 
plexion, blue  eyes  which  are  large  and  full  but  of  natura\ 
appearance  ;  seemingly  very  sensitive  to  light,  the  pupils 
contracting  and  expanding  freely.  Soon  after  birth  it  was 
noticed  to  have  peculiar  oscillatory  motions  of  both  eye-balls 
which  seemed  to  increase  until  about  the  third  month,  since 
which  time  it  has  perceptibly  diminished.  Strong  light 
increases  the  motions,  with  slight  jerking,  flinching  or  dodg- 
ing. Protected  from  the  light  the  eyes  i)ecome  more  steady 
and  almost  quiet.  Everything  seems  to  indicate  a  normal 
development  of  brain  and  mental  faculties.  The  following 
history  might  prove  explanatory  of  the  case  to  the  minds 
of  some. 

The  mother,  aged  twenty  three,  second  (.-hild,  medium  size, 
well  developed  mentally  and  physically,  light  or  fair  com- 
plexion, blue  eyes,  large  and  full,  no  defects  in  sight,  very 
nervous  temperament,  which  is  a  characteristic  of  her  father 
and  mother  and  all  her  brothers  and  sisters,  two  sisters,  three 
brothers.  No  defects  in  the  eyes  of  anv  of  the  family  ex- 
cept her  youngest  brother,  who  came  near  losing  his  sight 
from  conjunctivitis  and  ulceration  of  eye  balls  but  has  re- 
coved  sight  in  one  eye  to  a  good  degree.  This  boy  suffered 
most  with  his  eyes  during  the  pregnancy  of  this  mother  (his 
sister).  She  frequently  saw  him  during  the  time  and  la- 
mented his  Condition  very  much. 

The  father,  aged  24,  medium  size,  well  developed  mentally 
and  physically,  light  complexion,  blue  eyes,    very  nervous 
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temperament,  which  is  also  characteristic  of  his  father  and 
all  his  family.  Some  evidence  of  scrofula  in  the  family. 
He  is  quite  near  sighted,  as  well  as  one  of  his  brothers. 
This  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  case,  and  connected  his- 
tory. It  would  seem  evident  that  the  difficulty  is  co^igeni- 
tal,  and  in  the  al>sence  of  the  Opthalmoscope  there  is  no 
lesion  discoverable.  What  is  the  matterf  and  what  is  the 
cause? 


l^-n^^TT       IIT^^EJSrTI03SJS. 


OBSTRETRIC  AND  GYNECOLOGICAL  INSTRUMENT 

BAG. 


These  have  been  constructed  to  meet  the  want  for  a  sail- 
low  bag,  long  enough  to  carry  Obstetric  and  Gynecological 
Instruments,  etc.  They  are  of  brown  grain  leather,  lined 
with  chamois  skin,  contain  a  pocket,  have  nickel-plated  steel 
frames,  and  are  made  in  two  lengths,  thirteen  and  fifteen 
inches. 

VAGINAL  DOUCHE. 

THE  VAGINAL  DOUCHE  APPARATUS,  FIGURED  IN  THE  DIAGRAMS, 
WAS  DESIGNED  BY  DR.  W.  H,  BAKER. 

The  Proper  Method  of  using  this  Apparatus  is  as  Follows. 

The  pan  should  be  placed  on  abed  or  sofa,  with  cushions 

or  pillows  so  arranged  behind  it  as  to  support  the  patient's 
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Vaginal  Douche  Pan. 


Douche  Pail. 


back  in  comfort ;  a  small  pad  or  folded  towel  may  be  placed 
over  the  posterior  edge,  if  the  patient  desires  it.  The  pail, 
filled  with  water  at  a  temperature  of  from  110  to  115  deg.» 
F.,  should  be  suspened  from  a  hook  in  the  wall,  or  placed  in 
in  any  other  convenient  way,  at  a  height  that  at  least  twen- 
ty minutes  would  be  required  for  the  pail  to  empty  itself. 
The  patient  should'then  assume  a  reclining  position,  sup- 
porting the  feet  on  a  pillow,  if  necessary  ;  the  head  should 
be  slightly  raised,  but  the  shoulders  re^^t  on  a  level  with  the 
bottom  of  the  pan,  in  order  that  the  pelvis  may  be  relative- 
ly higher,  and  the  too  speedy  outflow  of  the  water  from  the 
vagina  thereby  prevented.  The  patient  should  then  hold 
the  vaginal  tube  over  the  pan,  and  raise  the  lever  of  the  com- 
pression catch,  to  insure  the  complete  explusion  of  air,  be- 
fore iiltroducing  the  tube  into  the  vagina. 

CoDMAN  AND  Shuktleff.      Boston,  Mass. 
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*f  or  the  Truth,  then,  let  lis  battle;  And  its  might  shall  set  us  free.'' 


MAXJMS. 

A  cold  bath  refreshes  the  system  by  stimulating  the  fuiuv 
tions.     A  hot  l>ath  Uy  faciliting  them.  Baum. 

When  Mediral  Men  come  to  study  the  various  systems  of 
medicine  less  and  to  know  more  of  the  human  economy  ; 
then  will  grandest  achievements  accrue.  Ed. 

Proving  all  things  and  holding  fast  that  which  is  good 
brings  real  worth  to  the  surface,  though  time  may  be  requi- 
site. Ud. 

He  who  would  attempt  to  subserve  his  own  interests  and 
increase  his  fame  by  defaming  another,  is  as  wise  as  the  sail- 
or who  sinks  his  own  ship,  going  down  with  all  on  board, 
for  sake  of  revenging  an  associate.      2)?',  J.  H.  Hanaford, 

Disease  is  far  less  an  absolute,  independent  entity,  ^than 
an  outline  of  the  programme  which  indicates  the  plan  of  op- 
erations adopted  by  nature  for  the  removal  of  existing  cir- 
cumstances and  agencies  in  conflict  with  the  harmonious  ac- 
tion of  the  vital  forces  in  securing  health  and  vigor,  one  of 
the  symptoms  which  gives  evidence  of  a  necessity  for  cura- 
tive agencies,  an  invitation  for  the  medical  adviser  to  co- 
operate with  nature  for  the  general  good. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Hanaford. 


GROWING  PAINS. 


Have  not  been  generally  considered  as  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  command  attention  of  medical  minds  scarcely 
even  the  notice  of  friends. 

And  yet  the  positive  complaining  of  the  sufferers  call 
loudly  for  sympathy  and  help. 

In  the  ages  when  the  dictum  of  the  learned  was  accepted 
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as  law,  when  to  dissent  from  the  assumed  dictations  was 
heinous  and  sure  to  bring  down  censui*e  and  obloquy  ;  on 
those  of  sterling  worth  who  had  sufficient  independence  to 
assei*t  their  rational  convictions  ;  it  wna  quite  enought  to  di;^ 
agnose  and  catagorically  arrange  the  application  under  the 
head  of  ''growing  pains.'* 

Advanced  rationalism  asks  if  pains  at  all,  what  difference 
is  it  though  they  be  growing   pains? 

The   sufferer   will  assure  the   kind   adviser,   of  times  that 
they  are  real  **growing  pains,"  for  he  realizes  that  they  have  . 
grown  from  small  pangs  to  large  and  severe  pains. 

But  in  the  name  nor  the  fact,  does  he  tind  relief.  Dr. 
Bouilly  in  the  Gazette  des  Hopitaiix. 

Is  iucliuei  t  j  cl  ii5Lfy  the  causes  of  these  pains  as  a  light  form 
of  dsteo- myelitis,  which  runs  its  course  without  suppuration  and  is 
most  prevalent  at  the  time  of  the  most  rapid  growth.  Comparison 
may  also  be  suggested  between  it  and  rickets,  being  due  to  the 
faulty  circulation  of  the  bones  caused  by  imperfect  development. 
The  short  and  flat  bones  are  seldom  affected,  the  long  bones  being 
the  usual  seat  of  pain,  which  occur  chiefl}'^  near  the  juxta-epiph- 
yseal  zone,  most  frequently  near  the  lower  epiphysis  of  fhe 
femur. 

In  the  lighter  form  the  symptoms  pass  in  thirty  hours.  In  se- 
vere cases  there  is  accompanj'ing  fever  which  may  last  several  days 
and  even  be  attended  with  some  other  typhoidal  sj^mptoms,  fol- 
lowed by  the  sudden  fall  of  the  fever  or  recovery.  The  disease 
may  take  a  chronic,  sub-acute  form  which  may  last  for  many 
months.  The.prognosis  is,  however,  favorable.  Quinine  and  tonics 
are  recommended.  The  disease  may  appear  from  the  age  of  ^\q 
years  to  the  twenty-first  year,  and  the  symptoms  may  be  bix>ught 
on  by  long  walks,  strains  or  fatigue. 

We  quote  this  to  indicate  our  entire  dissent  with  about 
th<f  only  opinion,  that  has  appeared  m  print. 

Doubtless  many  have  thought  about  the  affection,  but  few 
inive  dared  to  venture  upon  the  exploit  of  reasoning,  or  of 
prescribing. 

If  we  note  well  the  facts  attending  the  ca^es  and  reason 
from  activity  of  the — (mght  to  be  well  understood  force  with. 
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in,  our  conclusions  ought  to  be  at  least   rational  ;   and  to 
be  thtts  is  right. 

They  occur  only  with  the  growing  persons,  which  means 
nil  th«t  attaches  to  that  stage  of  life  ;  tenderness  of  tissues 
that  have  been  hastily  elaborated — ^a  rush  of  plastic  materi- 
als, from  rapid,  fiesh  and  sharp  digestion,  to  be  united  into 
the  structures  by  a  vividly  acting  assimilation. 

These  if  conducted  in  normal  ratio  to  the  vascular  and 
nei-ve  growth  and  completion  of  organization,  will  give  n(» 
suffering,  but  let  either  of  the  process  of  assimilation,  or 
that  of  organization  be  out  of  due  proportion  and  pain  must 
eventuate.  Now  I  suppose  this  is  just  the  precise  pathology 
of  the  **growing  pains." 

The  nutritive  materials  furnished  and  constructed  into 
tissues,  more  rapidly  than  the  cancellated  structures  of  bone 
will  allow  of,  gives  pressure  on,  as  yet  tender  nerve  branches 
and  tilliments,  even  perhaps  opposing  the  incipient  progress 
of  capillary  circulation  and  eventuating  in  a  sentient  percep- 
tion of  inharmonious  action — pain.  Not  exact  pain  of  grow- 
ing, for  of  necessity,  growing  is  natural  and  gives  no  pain, 
but  pain  because  growing  is  in  excess  of  organization. 

Note  the  class  affected  and  if  you  read  closely  the  book 
of  physiological  nature,  you  may  discover  this  very  thing. 
More  difficult  in  case  of  aches  situated  in  the  bones  and  the 
more  painful  also  for  that  locality,  but  yet  the  very  same 
phenomena  is  to  be  seen  when  the  like  conditions  supervene 
in  the  soft  tissues  ;  hence  the  peculiar  capillary  turgescence 
of  some,  producing  effei^ts  notable  through  life  in  the  pro- 
verbial red  face,  florid  skin,  and  even  to  the  red  nose  of 
the  toper. 

For  alcoholic  stimulation  conduces  to  a  pathological  in- 
consistency closely  allied  to  the  inharniony  of  tissue  rela- 
tionship. 


THE  AMERICAN   GYNECOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

This  Society   held  its  ninth   annual  session   at   Chicago, 
Sept.,  30th.  Oct.,  1st.  and  2nd.  just  past. 
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Many  interesting  topics  were  presented  and  discussed, 
among  which  may  be  noted  the  conclusion  reached  by  a  num- 
ber, who  reported  cases,  of  what  they  called  **sepsis  with- 
out symptoms.'' 

Dr.  Engleman  of  St.  Louis,  brought  up  the  subject  and 
remarked  upon  the  total  fatality  of  such  cases. 

The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  evinced  determination  to 
advance  this  department  of  medical  studies,  in  which  work 
there  is  surely  room. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Howard,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  chosen  Pres. 
Dr.  F.  P.  Foster,  of  New  York  Secty.,  Dr.  M.  D.  Mann, 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Tres. 

The  next  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Washington,  D.  C,  on 
the  third  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  Septem- 
ber 1885. 


ARE  PRESCRIPTIONS  POISONOUS? 

The  question  now  agitating  law  and  medicine  is,  can  a 
Physicians  Prejicnption,  which  orders  strychnia  or  other 
poiv^onous  substances  be  classed  as  poisons,  under  the  drug- 
gist laws  of  our  states,  where  such  exist,  and  where  Drug- 
gists are  compelled  to  label  all  poison    sold. 

A  case  of  this  character  has  lately  arisen  and  is  likely  to 
<*nuse  a  test  of  the  points  to  be  made. 

To  us  it  appears  the  height  of  nonsense  to  even  raise  the 
conjecture.  It  looks  like  reversing  the  maxim  of,  swallow- 
ing a  camel  and  straining  at  a  gnat. 


EDITEMS. 


Cholera  news  from  the  East  indicate  some  abatement. 
We  may  expe«'t  this  and  yet  should  only  sleep  on  our  arms 
while  awaiting  this  its  volunteer  armistice. 

Dr.  Schweninger  of  Munich,  claims  to  have  discovei-ed 
that,  eating  and  drinking  seperately  will  reduce  fatty  ten- 
dencies. And  recommends  at  least  two  hours  between  taking 
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food  and  drinks,  and  asserts  he  has  relieved  prince  Bismarck 

.:  Ajiew  anaesthetic  has  appeared  at  Heidleberg,  Germany. 
It  consists  of  a  hydro-chlorate  of  Cocoaine,  and  is  highly 
f^steemed  for  local   influences. 

The  second  annual  conference  of  the  state  Boards  of 
Health,  convened  at  St.  Louis,  Tuesday,  Oct.  14th. ;  agoodly 
representation  being  present. 

Discussions  and  Essays  chiefly  engaged  attention,  and 
just  what  valuable  results,  if  any,  transpired,  it  may  re- 
quire the  futui-e  to  unfold.  Should  it  ever  occur  that  any 
real  lawful  and  munificent  benefactions  were  brought  out, 
and  we  get  wind  of  it  this  Journal   will  surely  publish  them. 

The  National  Wholesale  Druggists  convention,  was  held 
in  St.  Louis,  begining  Oct.  22nd.  We  undestand  a  large 
representation  and  a  grand  good  time  was  the  result. 

Indeed  St.  Louis  seems  to  have  been  the  center  of  con- 
ventional attraction  this  season.  We  sincerely  hope  they  all 
enjoyed  their  visil,  and  that  they  will  find  it  suited  to  their 
pleasure  and  interests  to  come  again. 

Vanderbilt  has  just  presented  the  N.  Y.  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  the  munificent  sum  of  $500,000. 

The  late  countess  Rose,of  ('assel,  bequeathed  £39,000. 
to  the  University  of  Berlin,  for  the  aid  of  poor  medical 
students. 

The  N.  C,  Med,  Jour  reports  the  case  of  a  Vaccine  scab 
which  was  some  fifty  years  old,  that  retained  its  infection 
power  and  when  used  produced  a  genuine  protective  innoc- 
ulation. 

The  eleventh  annual  meeting  of  the  National  conference 
of  Charities  and  Corrections  assembled  in  this  City,  Oct. 
14th.  and  after  a  two  days  session,  adjourned,  leaving  trac- 
ings on  the  sands  of  time.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  much 
good  may  grow  out  of  the  ripened  fruitage,  of  yearly  garn- 
erings,  and  they  may  continue  to  labor  until  man  is  deliv- 
ered from  the  thraldom  of  wickedness. 
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The  American  Health  Ass>ociation  has  just  closed  its  year- 
ly setting  in  this  city,  extending  fri»ni  the  15th.  to  17th. 
of  Oct. 

Much  interest  was  shi)\vn  through  large  attendance  and 
animated  discussions.  The  details  of  the  meeting  are  nec- 
essarily long. 

It  may  not  be  exactly  ominous,  that  three  national  bodies, 
like  this  one,  The  National  Convention  of  Charities  and 
Corrections,  andthe  State  Boards  of  Health,  should  assem- 
ble at  the  same  place  and  same  week,  butfit  looks  a  little  ho, 
and  in  so  far  as  our  capacity  to  prophesy  enables  us  to  fore- 
tell, we  have  to  say  that  ere  the  united  work  of  the 
three  is  attained,  they  will  meet  again  in  one  city  and  al( 
together,  in  wholesome,  perfect  unity  and  agreement. 

Menthol  has  been  used  with  success  for  Ringworm,  both 
in  the  form  of  solution  and  pomade,  Med,  Press,  and 
Cir.  Lon. 

The  Brooklyn  authorities,  after  a  thorough  investigation 
have  decided  that  soda-water  sold  from  Tin-Washed  copper 
fountains  or  from  vessels  composed  in  part  of  copper,  lead 
or  other  poisonous  substances ;  or  even  drawn  through  such 
pipes,  faucets  or  taps  is  poisonous  and  should  prohibit  its 
sale. 

Four  methods  of  treating  fat  people  are  now  prominent, 
viz,  the  original  Banting,  or  abstinence  from  Starch,  Sugar 
and  fats.  The  next,  or  German  method,  accepts  fat,  but 
discards  Sugar  and  Starch.  The  Munich  system  of  clothing 
in  wool  constantly  ;  and  fourth,  and  latest  plan,  of  eating  and 
drinking  separately  and  apart. 

Close  observations  reveal  the  fact  which  is  worthy  of  note, 
that  light  complected  persons  require  and  are  best  treated 
with  alkalies,  while  the  reverse  is  essential  to  those  of  dark 
color;  i.e,  where  the  complexion  is  dependent  upon  tem- 
peramental conditions.  The  natural  acids  are  always  pref- 
erable. 
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The  moilality  of  the  globe,  as  reported  is  as  follows ;  67 
per  minute  ;  97  per  diem  ;  35,639.835  per  annum  ;  while  the 
births   are   36,792.000  per  annum;    100.000   each  day  and  * 
70  every   minute.     This   leaves   the  net  increase  at  3  per 
each  niiqute,  18Q  per  hour,  or  4.320  every  day. 

Ten  parts  of  Collodion  to  fifteen  of  creosote,  forms  a 
paste  more  convenient  for  application  to  decayed  teeth  than 
liquid  creosote.     Bev.  de  Ther. 

Very  high  French  authority  pronounces  in  favor  of  Iridin 
as  a  cure  for  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy.  They  use  in  pill 
fonn. 

Prof.  Nussbaum  recommends  a  few  drops  oil  of  cloves  to 
be  droped  in  the  towel  or  apparatus  used  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  chloroform  in  cases  where  the  cloroform  is  disa- 
greeable.    Med,  Rev. 

Thymol  1  part ;  Chloroform  1  part :  and  Olive  Oil  3  parts  ; 
mixed  is  said  to  cure  ringworm.     Med.  World. 

Phenated  Camphor  comes  now  to  be  highly  recommended 
for  diphtheria.  It  is  made  by  dissolving  nine  grms.  of  car- 
bolic acid,  in  the  same  amount  of  alcohol,  and  then  make  a 
strong  solution  of  camphor ;  in  this  put  the  carbolic  acid 
solution.     To  be  applied  to  the  patches. 

A  writer  in  Med.  Rep.  claims  that  digitalis  will  alla^  all 
sexual  desire,  and  recommends  begining  with  a  dose  of  ten 
drop  and  increasing  to  a  teaspoonful,  or  until  desired 
influence  is  obtained.  Monobromide  of  camphor,  with 
Lupulin,  has  been  my  sheet  anchor,  and  has  never  failed 
me ;  and  being  free  from  risk  is  not  dangerous. 

An  infusion  of  the  flowers  of  Delphinium  Ajacis,  is  said 
to  be  an  effectual  insecticide ;  equal  to  carbolic  acidorlodi- 
form  and  quite  pleasant  in  use. 

It  is  reported  that  over  $750,000  was  paid  last  year  as 
duty  on  patent  medicine  in  England. 
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Sir  James  Paget  assertjs  that  people  are  living  longer  now 
than  formerly,  and  are  not  sick  so  much,  and  a^^signs  as 
reasons,  that  there  is  less  intemperance,  less  immorality, 
better  and  cheaper  food,  with  gi'eater  variety,  more  health- 
ful clothing,  a  better  drainage,  better  care  of  sick,  and  he 
might  add,  far  ler^s  injurious  medication. 

An  exchange  says  that  Fl.  Ext.  of  Serpentaria  is  the  su- 
rest cure  for  Rhus  poisoning,  oloths  moistened  with  it  to  be 
laid  upon  the  parts  guarding  gargainst  friction. 

Auspitz  uses  a  ten  per  cent,  solution  of  chrysarolein  for 
psoriasis.     Ibid. 

A  decoction  of  the  dry  pods  of  the  common  white  soup 
beans  boiled  slowly  for  three  hours,  is  reported  to  cure 
Brights  Disease  of  the  kidneys,  and  Dropsy  as  well.  No  other 
liquid  should  be  taken.     Scien,  Amer. 

Dr.  J.  Field  of  Kansas  City  Mo.  reports  saving  cases  of 
retained  placenta,  by  pumping  cold  water  through  the  um- 
bilical cord.     Med.  Rev. 

The  relative  proportion  of  nutritive  elements  in  one  hun- 
dred pails  of  different  kinds  of  animal  food  has  been  esti- 
mated as  fi>l  lows  :  Beef ,  26  ;  mutton,  29;  chicken  27  ;  pork, 
2\  ;  brain,  20;  blood,  21  ;  codfish,  21  ;  white  of  egg,  14  ; 
milk,  7;bone,  51. 

The  best  cough  mixture  and  of  almost  univei-sal  applica- 
tion is  the  following: 

R     Acel.  Tine.  Lobelia  et  Sang., drs-iij  ; 

Fl.  Ext.  Pi'unus  Virg,  ^ "'     jv: 

"     ••'     Lappa  Verb.,    ^'     v j ; 

Syr.  Tolu,    g     j; 

Tine.  Annise .' drs.  jss ;. 

"'    Hyosiamns *"'  ss; 

Malto  Yerbine, 3  iij- 

M.  S.  Teaspoonf  ul  as  often  Jis  symptoms  seem  to  require. 
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A  tivii  per  cent,  of  chrysapliaiiii:  acid  in  liquor  gutta  per- 
cha  id  a  favorite  application  for  chronic  eczema,     Mtd.  Re. 


BOOK  REVIEWS. 


DlAGNO:5lS  AND    TREATMENT  OF  DISEASED  OF  THE     HeART,     By  CoN- 

STANTINE  Paul.     Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  N.  Y.     335  Pages. 

This  is  Vol.  three  of  the  Standard  Library  for  1884.  Is  trans- 
lated from  the  French,  fifth  Edition. 

As  Heart  diseases  are  justly  considered  the  most  difficult  and 
o'jtrusive  of  all  man'^s  ailmeats,  so  it  requires  most  care,  caution 
and  skill  in  managing.  These  attainments  have  been  essayed  in 
the  treatise  before  us,  and  certainly  accomplished  to  a  remarkable 
degree. 

The  writer  has  most  carefully  observed  in  detail  the  sympto- 
matology, characteristics  and  effects  of  heart  diseases,  besides 
collating  largely  from  all  recognized  sources. 

His  treatment  is  that  accepted  by  the  majority  of  the  profession, 
and  reflects  the  full  force  of  European  means,  but  omits  some  of 
our  American  herbal  remedies  now  conceded  of  great  worth. 

For  schollarly  definiteness  the  work  has  no  superior.  Its  worth 
is  simply  immense. 

St.  Louis  Book  and  Stationery  Co. 

Hooper's  Physician's  Vade  Meclm.     Tenth  Edition,  revised  by 

William  A.  Guy,  M.  D.,  etc,  and  John   Hakley,   M.  D.  etc. 

Vols.  I.  and  II.,  Wm.  Wood  and  Co.,  N.  Y.     Library  Series 

1884. 

In  this  work  we  have  an  American  reprint  of  the  old  and  so 
uniformly  accepted,  work  of  Hooper. 

As  representing  this  Edition  we  cannot  do  better,  than  quote 
from  the  publishers  Note  of  Preface. 

"One  of  the  remarkable  books  in  medicine  is  Hooper's  Physi- 
cian's 'Vade  Mecum'.  For  over  fifty  years  it  has  enjoyed  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  profession ;  revised  and  improved 
from  time  to  time,  it  has  always  kept  its  place  in  the  formost  rank 
as  a  reliable  and  concise  treatise  on  the  practic*e  of  medicine.  The 
present  issue  is  reprinted  from  the  10th.  English  edition,  which  is 
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fresh  from  the  press  and  presents  the  most  advanced  and  approved 
views  of  the  subject  of  which  it   treats." 

The  work  has  been  and  is  mostly  admired  for  its  clear,  com- 
prehensive and  practical  utility. 

St.  Louis  Book  and  Stationery  Co. 

Practical   Manual  of  Obstretrios  ;   Dk.  E.  Verkier  ;    fourth 
Edition,  Enlarged  and  Revi^sed,  with  the  four  Obstretric  Tables 
of  Prof  ,  Fagot.  One  Hundred  and  Five  Ills.  The  First  Amer- 
ican Edition  By  Edw.  L.  Partridge,  M.  D.    Wood's  Library 
1884.     Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  N.  Y.,  395  pages. 
Dr.  Verrier  gave  to  obstetrical  practice  a  most  worthy   work, 
which  has  now  been  enhanced  in  value  bj'  tlie  American   Edition. 
Its  most  note  worthy  features,  perhaps,  next  to  its  high  author- 
ity, is  its  succinct  description.     There  is  no  taughtology  about 
the  writing,  it  is  practical  and  profound,  reflecting  the  continental 
indoctrinations  and  practices 
St.  Louis  Book  and  Stationery  Co. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Education   1882-3.     Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

This  work  contains  872  pages  of  closely  printed  information  of 
greatest  import. 

Tabulated,  abridged  and  systematically  arranged  for  ready  ref- 
erence and  easy  comprehension.  . 

The  liberality  of  the  government  in  their  works,  though  slow  in 
showing  results  is  nevertheless  building  upon  a  sure  foundation 
tlie  principles  of  general  enlightenment  that  is  a  monument  strong- 
er than  wai*,  and  more  during  than  national  ardor. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  in  Children.    By  Eustace 

Smith,   M.  D,     844  Pages,   cloth.     Wm.   Wood  &  Co.,  New 

York  1884. 

Dr.  Smith's  advantages  render  his  treatise  a  good  representa- 
tive of  the  views  of  European  practitioners,  as  also  an  authoritative 
exponent  of  their  most  advanced  treatment. 

It  is  quite  thorough,  in  hygienic  recommendations  very  good. 
His  prescribing  reasonable,  for  he  lays  just  stress  on  light  exhibi- 
tions and  presses  prominently  forward,  nourishing  well,  as  esBentia 
in  nearly  all  cases,  in  this  too  he  may  be  said   to  possess  highlyi 
rational  views,  and  with  the  exception  of  recommending  Bacon, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8T.    LOUIS   MEDICAL   JOURI^AL.  523 

for  children  convalescing  from  measles,  stands  paralellel  with 
foremost  practitioners  views  on  this  side  the  ''mighty  deep". 

Altogc»tlier  it  is  a  highly  instructive  work,  lucid  in  expression 
i-andid  and  frank  in  avowal,  while  capacitated  to  fill  an  important 
place  in  any  physicians  Catalogue  of  Wants. 

St.  Louis  Book  and  Stationery  Co. 

Abstract  of  the  report  op  the  Commiss^ioner  op  Education  for 

1882-'83. 

This  Summary  show  134  schools  of  Medicine,  Dentistry  and 
Pharmacy,  employing  2.000  teachers  with  15.000  students. 

Medical  Schools  of  the  "regular**  class  number  80  with  10,500, 
Eclectic  schools,  10  with  900  students;  Homeopathic  schools,  11 
with  1300  students;  Dental  schools,  18  with  800  students;  Phar- 
macy schools,  15  with  1600  students. 

A  Manual  op  Obstretkics  By  Edw.  L.  Partridge  M.  D.,  Ills. 

Wm.  Wood  and  Co.,  295  Pages,  cloth,  $1.00. 

This  is  one  of  the  publishers  pocket  manuals,  neat  and  tastily 
gotten  up,  serviceably  bound  and  of  convenient  size. 

It  is  intended  as  a  sort  of  ready  reference  book,  remembrancer, 
and  convenient  aid  to  student  and  practitioner  when  re^^ewing. 

St,  Louis  Book  and  Stationery  Co. 

Report  of  Committee  on  State  Medicine,  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety OP  Indiana    By  Thad.  M.  Stephen  M.  D.  Indianapolis, 
Ind. 
A  very  interesting  pamphlet,  pertinent  to  the  topics  discussed 

and  in  form  a  diversion  from  the  ordinary  methods  in  vogue. 

A  State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners,  By  H.  J.  Sharp,  M.  D., 
London  Ohio. 
This  is  another  suggestion  and  attempt  to  solve  the  question  of 

higher  medical  attainments. 

Circulars  of   Inforation  of  the   Bureau  of  Education.     No. 
4 ;  1884,  Washington,  D.  C. 


NOTICES 


ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  MEDICAL  WIT,  HUMOR  AND  CURI- 
OSITIES OF  MEDICINE. 


The  undersigned   proposes  to  publish  during  the  coming  year  a 
large  volume  under  the  above  or  a  similar  title. 
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Ill  this  undertaking  he  respectfully  solicits  the  kindly  aid  of  the 
profession,  Witticisms,  and  anecdotes  of  a  humorous,  or  euripus 
nature  are  solicited.  There  are  numberless  unpublished  expen- 
ences  that  would  prove  a  source  of  amusement  and  instruction^ 
and  all  physicians,  druggists,  dentists,  and  others  supplying  orig- 
nal  contiibutions  will  receive  due  credit  in  the  work. 

Information  regarding  suitable  literature — home  and  foreign, 
ancient  and  modern — will  be  gladly  received,  and  highl}'  appreci- 
ated. The  author  is  especially  anxious  to  avail  himself  ol  evti}' 
source,  and  would  appreciate  all  informationtion  concerning  pub- 
lications Ifkely  to  be  useful  for  reference. 

All  lettei-s,  contributions,  clippings,  books  and  other  matter 
should  be  addressed  to 

Julius  Wise,  M.  D., 
806  Olive  street,  St.  Douis,  Mo. 

HYDROLEINE. 

This  preparation  to  which  the  distinctive  name  of  Hydroleine 
(Hydrated  Oil)  has  been  given  is  not  a  simple  emulsion  of  oil, 
but  a  permanent  and  perfect  saponaceous  emulsion  of  oil  in  com- 
bination with  pancreatin  soluable  in  water,  the  saponification  pro- 
ducing a  cream-like  preparation  possessing  all  the  necesary  quali- 
ties of  chyle  including  extreme  delicacy  and  solubility  whereby  a 
ready  and  perfect  assimilation  is  afforded. 

The  use  of  the  so-called  emulsion  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  during  the 
extremely  sensitive  condition  of  the  digestive  organs  always  ay- 
companying  consumption  does  not  usually  afford  beneficial  results. 

Those  of  the  profession  who  have  under  their  care  cases  of  Con- 
sumption, Diabetes,  Chlorosis,  Brights  Disease,  Hysteiia  and  in 
short  any  disease  where  a  loss  of  appetite  is  followed  by  a  break- 
ing down  of  the  tissues  of  the  body  in  its  effort  to  support  the 
combustion  supplying  the  animal  heats  are  urged  to  give  this  prep- 
aration (Hydroleine)  a  trial. 

Attention  is  callnd  to  the  recent  enlarging  Hhdroleine  bottles 
from  8  to  12  ozs. 
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HORSFORD,S  ACID  PHOSPHATE  vs.  DILUTE  PHOSPHORIC 

ACID. 

October  Ist,  1881,  I  began  a  series  of  comparative  studies  of 
the  effects  of  the  Acid  Phosphate,  (of  Horsford)  and  the  Acid 
Phosphoric  of  the  U.  S.  P. ,  which  has  been  continued  up  to  April 
1st.  1882,  a  period  of  six  months.  These  studies  were  made  on 
nineteen  selected  cases  of  inebriates  and  opium  cases ;  patients 
who  resembled  each  other  very  closely  in  natural  vigor,  degree  of 
degeneration  and  disease.  The  plan  pursued  was  to  begin  the 
use  of  the  Acid  (Horsford's)  about  two  weeks  after  admission, 
when  all  the  active  symptoms  had  subsided,  and  continue  its 
use  for  six  weeks,  then  after  an  interval  of  one  week  try  the  U. 
S.  P.  Acid  for  an  equal  length  of  time.  In  meantime  noting  the 
pulse,  weight  and  general  condition  of  the  patient  every  day.  Re- 
versing the  order  in  other  cases,  is — U.  S.  P.  Acid  first,  then  Hors- 
ford's  last.  The  difference  in  every  case,  after  excluding  all  pos- 
sible complications,  was  very  prominent;  consisting  of  increased 
nei*ve  force,  improved  heart  action  lessened  nutrient  perversions, 
and  a  somewhat  remarkable  change  in  the  delusions  and  insomnia 
present  in  many  cases.  The  memory  of  all  the  mental  operations 
were  visibly  strengthened — in  one  case  the  patient  could  not  write 
to  his  wife,  or  concentrate  his  mind  on  any  topic,  unless  he  used 
a  small  dose  of  Horsford 's  Acid ;  the  other  acid  would  not  answer, 
and  although  he  did  not  know  the  difference,  it  had  not  the  same 
effect.  My  studies  are  not  yet  complete,  because  they  do  not  cov- 
er a  large  enough  field,  or  cases  that  are  treated  long  enough.  But 
I  can  say  at  this  time,  that  I  think  the  following  facts  are  already 
indicated  from  this  limited  study. 

First. — Horsford' s  Acid  Phosphate  is  a  remedy  of  great  value 
in  Inebriety  and  Opium  taking,  particularly  in  building  up  func- 
tional energy  and  brain  force. 

Second. — exceeds  the  U.  S.  P.  Acid  in  every  case  where  thise 
may  be  indicated. 

Third. — As  a  nutritive  medicine,  so  far  it  seems  unequalled  in 
its  power  of  restoring  building  up  forces  of  the  body. 

I  have  gathered  some  data  from  which  with  further  study  I  hop 
to  reach  some  conclusions,  which  may  be  stated  with  great  confi- 
dence. T.  D.  CR0THER8,  M.D. 

Physician  and  Sup*t^  of  Asylum  ai  Walnut  Loge^  Hartford^ 
Conn,  for  treatment  of  Inebrieates  and  Opium  cases. 
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We  have  recived  from  Richard  A.  Saalfldd  12  Bible  House  New 
York^  the  following  pieces  of  music : 

With   Cleveland  we  shall  win  the  day^  a  veritable   "Tippecanoe 
and  Tyler  Too"  melody,  b}'  J.  P.  Skelly,   which  should  carry  the 
New  York  Govenor  to  the  White  House. 
Cleaveland  and  Hendricks'  Grand  Victory  March  by  J.  J.  Freenian. 

Whether  this  March  carries  the  Democratic  Candidates  to  victory 
or  not,  the  music  is  very  pleasing  and  taking. 

You  Ask  Me  To  Forgive  the  past,  by  Ed.  Greene,  a  very  taking 
little,  sentimental  ballad,  full  of  melody,  which  will  surely  fiud  its 
way  to  the  hearts  of  all. 

Better  Luck  To-Morrow,  by  Henry  Marty n.  A  new  Motto 
Song ;  full  of  hope,  good  cheer  and  downright  sensible  thought. 
Music  very  good.     Words  excellent. 

Amatori  Waltzes,  by  Frank  Conway. 
A  set  of  Waltzes,  by  no  means,  new  but  for  the  first  time  brought 
to  notice  in  these  columnes,  When  the  publisers  claim  over  100. 
000  copies  have  been  printed,  and  that  the  demand  is  steadily  in- 
creasing, it  goes  without  saying  that  the  Waltzes  are  very  good. 
In  fact  the  movements  are  more  than  ordinarily  pretty,  and  the 
molodies  very  catching. 

The  above  pieces  retail  at  Music  Stores  for  from  30  to  50  cts. 
each.  The  five  would  cost  $2.10.  The  publisher  howeyer  otfera 
to  send  the  lot  post  free  on  receipt  of  $1.00 

Address:  R.  A.  SAALFIELD, 
12  Bible  House,  N.  Y. 

For  fine  work,  and  substantial  wares,  go  to  The  Belleville  Clay 
Mining  and  Pottery  Co.  BtUeville,  Illinois. 
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Short,  Pithy  and  Practical  Articles  Solicited. 


If  thou  bast  Truth  to  utter, 
Speak  it  boldly—  speak  it  all. 


GUN-SHOT  WOUNDS  QF  THE  SKULL.* 

A.  J.  SMITH,  M.  D. 


In  cases  of  fractures  of  the  skull,  I  have  found  that  no 
rule  of  proceedure  can  always  be  followed.  If  the  bone  be 
shattered  the  pieces  may  be  disengaged  from  the  attachments, 
and  separately  removed,  no  trephine  being  needed.  In  this 
proceedure  it  is  necessary  to  be  on  our  guard  against  inju- 
ring the  dura-mater  or,  the  brain  structure.  When  coma 
and  symptoms  of  compression  are  present  it  is  well  to  remove 
clots  and  to  favor  free  discharges.  A  depressed  fragment 
still  retaining  connections  with  the  scalp  and  meninges, 
may  be  elevated  sufficiently  to  take  off  all  pressure  upon 
the  brain.  Probing  to  find  pieces  of  bone,  or  missiles,  is  to 
be  conducted  with  discretion.  The  cerebral  masses  are  so 
soft  that  an  implement  cannot  be  made  to  follow  the  track 
of  a  ball,  but  it  will  easily  go  wherever  directed  and  pushed. 

In  trephining  the  operator  must  bear  in  mind  the  vascular 
trunks  of  importance  which  may  be  in  the  way  of  the  instru- 
ments. The  middle  meningeal  artery  in  the  temporal  region 


*From  a  work  on  Surgery  now  preparing  for  the  press. 
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is  to  be  remembered,  also  the  longitudinal  and  lateral  si- 
nuses.  To  open  one  of  these  great  venous  conduits  would 
s^eriously  complicate  a  case.  The  well  equiped  surgeon 
should  have  a  large  and  a  small  trephine  to  reach  varied 
cases.  It  seems  awkward  for  an  operator  to  take  a  large  disc 
of  bone  when  a  smaller  will  do  as  well  or  better.  Before 
using  the  trephine  the  spot  of  bone  where  the  center-pin  is 
to  rest,  and  the  circular  saw  is  to  cut,  should  be  bared  of 
scalp  and  pericranium,  yet  an  undue  boring  of  cranium  is 
bad  surgeiy. 

Commonly  a  crucial  incision  over  the  spot  to  be  trephined 
will  give  the  best  opportunity  to  expose  the  skull.  While 
using  the  trephine  it  will  be  known  when  th^e  diploe  is  reach- 
ed by  the  ease  the  instrument  cuts  ;  also  by  the  blood  oozing 
from  the  lacerated  diploic  veins.  After  the  spongy  struc- 
ture is  cut  the  trephine  is  to  be  employed  carefully  in  per- 
forating the  internal  table.  The  liberation  of  the  disc  of 
bone  that  has  been  circmmscribed  l)y  the  crown  of  the  tre- 
phine, maybe  finally  effected  by  the  use  of  a  pair  of  forceps 
or  any  small  instrument  as  a  lever.  At  length,  after  frag- 
ments of  bone  and  clots  of  blood  have  been  removed  and 
depressed  parts  elevated,  the  wound  is  to  be  dressed  like 
any  other.  The  flaps  of  scalp  are  to  be  returned  to  their 
original  places,  but  not  joined  by  sutures.  A  pledget  of 
lint,  wet  in  carbolized  water,  is  to  l>e  laid  on  the  wound, 
and  then  a  handkerchief  lightly  tied  or  pinned  around  the 
head  and  over  the  compress  ;  such  di-essing  may  be  removed 
twice  daily. 

There  is  something  in  a  legal  sense  to  be  considered  in 
trephining  the  skull.  To  illustrate  I  will  relate  a  case  in 
point.  Not  long  since  I  was  called  to  treat  George  Macombs 
who  had  been  shot  with  a  pistol.  The  bullet,  one  of  three 
fired — entered  the  forehead  on  the  left  side,  between  the 
frontal  eminence  and  the  superciliary  ridge.  The  supposi- 
tion was  by  those  in  attendance  that  the  ball  had  not  enter- 
ed the  cranium,  from  the  fact  that  there  existed  no  brain 
symptoms.  There  was  so  much  swelling  and  contusion  that  I 
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could  not  explore  the  injury  satisfactorily  without  making 
au  incisi()n  and  exposing  the  bone*  A  probe  met  an  obstiuc- 
tiou  which  at  tirst  was  tiiken  for  the  missile,  but  the  use  of 
H  bullet-screw  decided  otherwise. 

By  further  manipulations  I  succeeded  in  carrying  the  probe 
through  the  walls  of  the  skull  to  the  meninges. 

Knowing  the  responsibilities  of  the  case  I  concluded  not 
to  implicate;  myself.  As  the  assailant  was  under  arrest  for 
murderous  shooting,  and  if  the  victim  died  a  close  contest 
would  be  waged  to  clear  the  prisoner,  throwing  as  much 
suspicion  as  possible  upon  the  surgical  treatment.  I  knew 
that  the  bullet  was  in  the  brain,  and  that  the  patient  would 
die,  though  rational  at  the  time  1  made  the  examination.  If 
coma  or  symptoms  of  compression  had  existed  I  should  have 
judged  that  a  trephining  operation  was  justitiable.  Although 
l)esought  to  operate,  I  declined  the  service  till  the  syniptoms 
would  warrant  the  operative  procedure.  I  deemed  it  best 
to  keep  the  wound  open  for  free  drainage,  and  wait  on  events. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  after  the  shooting  the  aparture  in 
the  skull  became  occluded  and  stupor  supervened.  The  cir- 
culation was  slow,  the  heart  beating  only  fifteen  times  to 
the  minute,  yet  the  temperature  of  the  body  rose,  and  the 
skin  became  hot  to  the  feel,  I  considered  that  the  time  had 
arrived,  and  that  the  only  chance  for  the  patient  was  in  tre- 
phining for  the  purpose  of  giving  escape  to  pent,  up  fluids, 
I  did  not  expect  to  find  the  ball  though  I  made  an  opening 
in  the  skull  large  enough  for  its  extraction.  The  trephining 
took  place  on  Saturday  and  Macombs  died  the  following 
Tuesday.  After  the  operation  the  patient  became  conscious 
and  less  stupid,  and  gave  some  promise  of  a  more  hopeful 
state,  though  a  fatal  issue  was  unquestionable. 

Subsequent  events  in  the  court-room,  proved  that  if  I  had 
trephined  at  the  beginning  the  operation  might  have  hasten- 
ed the  patients  death  through  shock  and  additional  trauma- 
tism. As  it  was  the  attorneys  for  the  defense  failed  to  show 
that  premature  surgical  interference  had  hastened  the  pa- 
tients death.     My  conduct  wa&  sustained  by  the  court,  al- 
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though  the  cross  examination  by  the  defense  was  long  (being 
two  days)  and  severe.  There  were  several  impromtu  sur- 
gical experts  on  the  side  of  the  defense,  but  their  anatomi- 
cal knowledge  was  so  deficient,  as  to  cause  theui  to  break 
down  the  moment  they  were  put  upon  the  cross  examination. 
I  went  upon  the  witness-stand  with  many  missgivings,  know- 
ing that  the  only  hope  the  defense  had  was  to  make  it  appear 
that  I  had  caused  his  death  by  surgical  inierfereace.  There- 
fore I  was  much  gratified  that,  although  alone,  I  had  suc- 
ceeded so  well  as  to  get  the  compliments  of  the  defense. 


LEPROSY. 

B.  ACHELOR. 


There  is  no  spot  of  Leprosy  in  the  United  States.  The 
nearest  it  is  to  us  is  in  the  Sandwich  Islands.  There  is  a 
Lazetto  or  Leprosy  Hospital  at  Tracadiain  New  Brunswick 
Dominion  of  (Canada,  where  the  disease  got  a  foothold  from 
clothes,  washed  ashore  from  a  wrecked  ship.  It  has«  never 
spread  away  from  the  near  vacinity  of  the  shipwreck,  which 
was  in  1820.  At  present  there  is  still  a  few  lepers  there  and 
a  Leper  Hospital  is  maintained. 

Few  persons  are  aware  that  at  one  time  Leprosy  was 
spread  all  over  Europe,  including  Scotland  and  the  British 
Isles.  In  122f)  there  were  two  thousand  Leprosy  Hospitals 
in  France  alone,  and  in  other  parts  of  Europe  sixteen  thous- 
and more. 

During  the  sixteenth  and  seventh  centuries  it  began  to 
slowly  disappear  from  Europe.  The  last  cases  in  Scotland 
disappeared  about  the  begining  of  the  present  century.  It 
still  lingers  in  Norway  and  some  of  the  Russian  posscvssions. 
At  present  it  is  in  a  state  of  activity  in  India,  China, 
Egypt,  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  central  America.  Com- 
mercial trade  and  intercourse  with  any  of  these  countries  is 
very  liable  to  introduce  the  disease  into  the  United  States. 
There  is  nothing  in  our  climate,  manners  or  customs  to  pre- 
vent it  gaining  a  foot  hold. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8T.    LOUIS    MEDICAL   JOURNAL.  531 

In  the  present  condition  of  Medical  Science,  Leprovsy  is 
an  incurable  disease ;  of  the  poor  unfortunate  persons  smit- 
ten with  Leprosy  less  than  two  per  cent,  is  ever  cured. 
Once  smitten  the  poor  unfortunate  creature  is  doomed  for 
life,  not  only  to  suffer  the  pains  and  inconvencjes  of  the 
disease,  but  to  be  an  outcast  from  society.  The  baccillus 
fiend  is  abroad  in  the  land,  he  has  found  the  baccillus  Lepra, 
he  describes  it  as  a  rod  about  the  one  half  length  of  a  red 
bh)od  disc,  tapering  at  both  ends,  one  fourth  as  wide  as  it 
is  long  ;  the  spores  are  on  this  rod.  With  the  respect-  and 
reverence  the  American  people  entertain  for  the  Bible  there 
are  two  more  wonders  of  the  world  to  be  added  to  the  orig- 
inal seven.  One  is  why  they  will  tolerate  such  silly  super- 
stitions as  prevail  about  Leprosy.  The  other  is  why  will 
men  who  claim  to  have  a  Medical  Education,  claim  to  be 
Scholars,  write  such  silly  twaddle  as  they  do  about  Leprosy. 

Ever  since  we  have  been  a  nation  there  has  been  Lepers 
in  the  United  States.  A  hospital  for  Lepers  was  opened  in 
New  Orleans  in  1785,  and  now  after  a  century  of  experience 
with  the  disease,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  time  one  or 
more  Lepers  in  every  state  of  the  Union,  and  for  the  last 
ten  years  California  has  had  an  average  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  yet  there  is  not  the  well  authenticated  history  of  a 
sijigle  person  contracting  Leprosy  in  the  United  States. 

If  a  number  of  Lepers  varying  from  fifty  to  five  hundred, 
can  live  in  a  country  for  a  century  without  any  body  con- 
tracting the  disease  from  them,  why  will  any  medical  man 
write  any  silly  twaddle  about  it  being  hereditary  in  the  face 
of  the  fact  that  many  of  the  Lepers  were  thirty  years  old 
before  they  ever  saw  a  Leperi  or  showed  any  signs  of  Lep- 
rosy on  their  person. 

Moses  claimed  that  he  knew  all  about  the  disease  and  how 
to  deal  with  it,  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  scientific 
research  will  sustain  Moses,  and  put  to  shame  the  whole 
infectious  Baccillus  and  hereditary  theory.  Moses  gave  very 
fall  and  explicit  directions  how  to  diagnose  the  disease,  how 
to  know  if  it  was  cured  or  incurable ;  and  as  touching  how 
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the  dissease  is  propagated  the  xxxivth.  verse  of  the  xxivth. 
chapter  of  Liviticus  reads :  "When  you  become  into  the  land 
of  Canaan  which  I  give  you  for  a  possession,  and  I  put  the 
plague  of  Leprosy  in  a  house  of  the  land  of  your  possessions, 
he  that  owneth  the  house  shall  come  and  tell  the  priest  say- 
ing, 'It  seem  to  me  as  it  were  a  plague  in  the  house."  Now 
it  is  a  very  plain  case  that  it  was  not  the  house  where  the 
leper  lived,  the  clothes. that  he  wore,  or  the  bed  on  which 
he  slept  that  was  to  be  destroyed,  as  something  infected, 
but  on  the  contrary,  it  was  a  deposit  on  walls  and  textile 
fabrics  of  a  certain  well  defined  appearance  that  could  be 
seen  with  the  naked  eye,  foi-  they  had  no  microscopes  in 
those  days. 

And  if  it  was  a  deposit  as  MovSes  most  emphatically  de- 
clares it  to  be,  science  comes  in  and  sajsitwas  certainly 
one  of  two  things  either  a  fungus  vegetable  growth  or  an 
insect  deposit. 

Fungus  vegetable  growths  only  occur  on  organized  matter, 
never  on  stone  or  clay  walls,  so  the  conclusion  is  irresistable 
that  Leprosy  comes  from  a  venom. 

But  to  lay  aside  all  controversy  as  to  what  that  deposit 
described  by  Moses  is,  beyond  all  controversy,  it  is  some- 
thing that  may  be  seen  and  recognized  with  the  naked  eye, 
and  the  way  to  deal  practically  with  the  subject  is  for  the 
government  to  offer  a  reward  for  the  recovery  of  the  lost 
art,  of  knowing  the  infection  of  leprosy  at  sight. 

There  is  some  insect  that  deposits  a  venom  to  kill  other 
insects  either  for  itself  or  for  the  use  of  its  vounff.  This 
venom  is  harmless  until  it  gets  into  an  erysipelas  sore, 
whenever  it  does  it  modifies  erysipelas  into  Leprosy. 

DIAGNOSIS  AND  TREATMENT. 

It  throws  no  light  on  the  subject  to  sling  Greek  terms 
around  the  different  symptoms  and  manifestations  of  the 
disease.  Whatever  disease  comes  from  the  infection  that 
produces  Leprosy  should  be  regarded  as  Leprosy ;  if  not 
produced  by  that  infection  it  is  something  else.  Leprosy 
is  modified  erysipelas,  and   erysipelas  is  a  disease  of  the 
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cellular  tissue.  When  the  first  commences  it  may  be  some- 
what dJflScult  to  diagnose,  but  very  soon  it  takes  on  well  de- 
fined appearances.  As  a  cause  for  Leprosy  everything  im- 
aginable has  been  suggested.  Sexual  commerce  with  men- 
truous  women,  filthy  habits,  want  of  cleanliness,  miasma 
and  Malaria,  microbes  and  bacteria;  in  short  anything  to 
beat  Moses.  Not  very  many  readers  of  the  journal  are 
aware  that  so  long  as  the  Jews  were  a  nation  with  a  priest- 
hood, they  cured  Leprosy  with  the  Urim,  which  was  one  of 
the  infections  worn  in  the  breast  plate  of  the  hight  priest ; 
but  there  is  perfectly  reliable  and  authentic  history,  both  sa 
cred  and  profane,  showing  such  was  the  case.  The  mad^tone 
and  the  urim  are  one  and  the  same  thing.  When  the  priest 
sweat  the  Leper  with  the  urim,  the  appearances  soon  told 
whether  or  not  a  cure  was  effected,  and  if  we  can  cure  Lep- 
rosy with  the  Drei  there  will  be  no  controversy  as  to  whether 
or  not  we  have  success.  I  think  that  recent  cases  are  easily 
cured  and  that  old  chronic  cases  maybe  benefited.  But  the 
reader  is  ready  to  ask  if  you  can  cure  Leprosy  why  do  you  not 
do  it.  I  think  it  will  interest  the  readers  of  the  journal  to  an- 
swer this  question  in  away  and  manner  they  can  understand. 
All  the  cases  of  Leprosy  in  the  United  States  are  old  chronic 
cases  that  have  suffered  for  years.  It  would  take  both 
money  and  time,  either  for  us  to  go  to  them  or  for  them  to 
come  here,  and  it  would  take  both  money  and  time  to  go  to 
the  Sandwich  Islands.  To  develop  any  new  sc^ience  some- 
body has  to  spend  time  and  money.  In  the  Drei  there  is  not 
only  a  cure  for  Leprosy,  «nd  a  cure  for  Hydrophobia,  but 
there  is  the  commencement  of  the  development  of  a  new 
Medical  Science,  that  was  once  brought  to  great  perfection, 
but  is  now  one  of  the  lost  arts. 

The  great  French  Savant,  M.  Pasteur,  is  making  slow 
progress  in  the  right  direction,  we  Americans  are  ahead  of 
him.  But  the  new  medical  science  we  speak  of  is  propaga- 
ting one  disease,  to  cure  or  prevent  another. 

We  have  an  example  of  this  science  in  the  vaccine  virus, 
but  we  have  failed  to  improve  on  Jenner  as  we  might  have 
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(lone.  If  we  take  the  vaccine  lymph  and  put  it  in  fresh  bat- 
ter and  use  this  butter  as  a  vaccine  ungent,  we  get  betfer 
results  than  by  Jenners  mode. 

Some  very  highly  satisfactory. experiments  have  been  made. 
The  sum  and  substance  of  the  experiments  indicate  the  fol- 
lowing facts,  The  laws  that  govern  the  use  of  a  vaccJiie 
ungent  are  the  same  as  the  effects  of  milk  sick — quantity 
and  malignity  are  both  factors.  The  person  who  suffers 
from  milk  sick  once  never  suffers  severely  the  second  time, 
and  will  not  be  effected  at  all  unless  from  a  full  meal  of 
milk  sick  beef,  or  a  drink  of  very  malignant  milk.  ^Milk 
sick  in  the  butter  will  not  effect  them  at  all.  Nothing  but 
the  test  of  practical  experience  will  tell  how  far  a  vaccine 
ungent  will  be  a  success.  Let  me  explain  the  object  in  view. 
After  a  person  has  been  exposed  to  small  pox,  if  carefully 
watched  for  the  premonitory  symptoms,  as  soon  as  the  disease 
could  be  diagnosed  as  small  pox,  if  a  vaccine  ungent  was 
used  freely  the  disease  would  be  modified  iiito  a  milder  one 
not  infectious,  consequently  the  necessity  of  universal  vac- 
cination would  be  entirely  obviated.  We  could  any  time 
stop  an  invasion  of  small  pox  by  using  a  vaccine  ungent  on 
those  who  were  exposed  and  there  would  be  no  neccessity 
for  the  universal  vaccine  ungent  or  universal  vaccination. 
In  the  same  manner  as  I  have  described  the  vaccine  ungent 
(controlling  small  pox  into  a  non-contagious  and  non-infec- 
tious disease,  with  th-e  useof  aDiei  ungent,  we  will  modify 
and  control  measles  into  a  non-contagious  non-infectious  dis- 
ease. The  sporadic  origin  of  neither  small  pox  or  measles 
exists  in  the  United  States,  and  consequently  they  might  be 
made  extinct  here. 

It  will  take  time  and  practical  experience  to  demonstrate 
what  can  be  done  in  this  direction.  Interested  parties  took 
legal  advice  on  the  subject  of  how  far  a  patent  would  pro- 
tect the  exclusive  use  of  a  vaccine  ungent  and  the  reason 
the  process  was  not  patented  was  this  ;  Parties  have  furnish- 
ed money  to  foot  the  expense  of  making  those  practical  ex- 
periments, that  gave  this  information,  and  the  money  that 
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procured  the  information  about  Yellow  fever.  They  furn- 
isbed  the  money  with  the  quassi  understanding  that  they 
were  to  participate  in  all  benefits. 

It  was  not  desirable  to  have  any  legislation  on  the  subject 
of  a  reward  for,  Milk  sick,  Texas  fever.  Hog  cholera  or 
Pluro  pneumonia  in  cattle,  until  we  were  certain  what  bug 
bite  made  Yellow  fever,  that  some  of  the  interested  parties 
sought  for  legislation  to  secure  a  reward  for  Texas  fever. 
Milk  sick  and  Hog  cholera,  is  all  very  true,  but  it  was  the 
interest  of  Dr.  Salmon  and  all  the  other  veterinarians  to 
keep  the  discoveries  discre^lited  and  unknown.  But  the  sit- 
uation is  altered  now,  we  are  satisfied  about  Yellow  fever 
and  we  are  going  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  American 
people  in  an  intelligent  manner.  A  large  dealer  in  stock  has 
agreed  to  furnish  all  the  animals  necessary  to  practically 
test  the  Milk  sick  and  Spanish  fever  theory.  If  the  sore 
heel  venom  kills  his  cattle  he  gets  double  price  with  interest 
until  we  receive  a  reward  from  government,  if  the  sore  heel 
venom  does  not  kill  the  cattle  begets  nothing,  the  presump- 
tion is  the  cattle  will  not  to  be  injured.  The  same  about  Milk 
sick.  He  agrees  also  to  all  allow  us  to  examine  a  number  of 
hogs  for  the  muscle  parasite.  We  have  engaged  two  med- 
ical men  to  assist;  one  of  them  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
medical  profession  in  southern  Illinois,  and  it  does  not  take 
a  college  education,  so  much  as  good  sense,  to  enable  us  to 
judge  correctly  of  these  matters. 

Any  of  the  readers  of  the  journal  who  wish  to  see  prog- 
ress in  Medical  Science,  should  know  that  it  is  the  hope  of 
reward  that  stimulates  the  diliorence  necessary  to  success. 

And  they  may  be  very  certain  the  question  is  going  to  be 
tested,  whether  or  not  the  government  is  under  obligation 
to  reward  scientific  discovery.  A  large  number  of  persons 
will  be  called  on  to  witness  the  experiments  with  the  sore 
heel  venom  of  the  Texas  cattle  and  to  see  the  muscle  para- 
site in  cholera  hogs.  And  we  will  publish  all  about  Yellow 
fever,  and  when  we  petition  Congress  for  a  reward  we  wil 
tell  them  we  will   make  them  believe  in  the  venom  theory 
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for  Yellow  fever.  If  the  idea  is  too  absurd  for  their  con- 
sideration we  will  turn  Yellow  Jack  loose  in  Washkigtoii 
city  and  a  few  printing  offices.  As  an  eloquent  persuader 
Yellow  Jack  just  can't  be  beat.  We  have  spent  our  money 
and  our  time  to  develope  Medical  ccience,  we  have  made 
no  discoveries  that  are  worthless,  or  can  not  be  demonstra-^ 
ted  to  be  all  that  is  claimed  for  them.  We  are  able  tii 
make  the  government  reward  us  and  we  propose  to  do  it. 


RADICAL  CURE  OF  VARICOCELE. 

A.  J.  SMITH,  M.  D. 

A  patient,  laboring  under  a  severe  case  of  varicocele,  was 
brouo-ht  into  my  office  on  the  9th.  of  last  Feb.  It  appeared 
that  he  had  suffered  for  some  time  from  pain  in  the  part, 
and  in  the  loins.  The  testicle  upon  the  effected  side  was 
evidently  much  wasted ;  but  the  most  remarkable  feature  in 
the  case  was  the  great  distance  that  it  hung  below  the  other 
side.  The  testicle  on  the  left  side  was  pendulous  and  loose, 
so  that  when  the  patient  lay  on  the  operating  table  it  hung 
over  towards  the  outside  of  hi>  left  thigh.  I  proceeded  to 
operate  in  a  way  different  fi'om  the  usual  custom.  Having 
introduced  a  thin  needle  between  the  vas-deferens  and  the 
abnormal  veins,  I  passed  a  figure-of-eight  ligature,  over  the 
ends  of  the  needle,  and  the  bunch  of  veins  was  thus  com- 
pressed. The  same  was  in  like  manner  repeated  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  scrotum.  Apiece  of  thin  leather  was  placed 
under  the  thread  to  prevent  pain.  A  considerable  extent 
of  the  skin  of  the  scrotum  and  of  the  enlarged  veins  beneath 
it  were  thiis  included  between  the  two  needles,  and  the  cir* 
culation  was  obstructed.  A  thin  knife  was  then  introduced 
about  midway  between  the  two  needles,  and  between  the 
vas-deferens  and  the  enlarged  veins.  The  knife  was  directed 
upwards,  so  as  to  divide  the  integument  near  the  uppet 
needle.  A  second  incision  was  made  to  pass  downward,  8^ 
as  to  divide  the  skin  near  the  lower  needle.  • 
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-A  wedged  shape  p<)i*tioii  of  tiiisue,  skin  and  enlarged  veiny, 
W'^re  all  removed,  and  a  considerable  interval  was  left. 

Some  extremities  of  divided  veins,  and  some  cellular  ti^sue, 
were  removed  with  scissors,  and  a  clean  surface  was  left. 
Although  such  extensive  surface  was  exposed  in  so  vascular 
pait  no  hemorrhage  followed,  being  completely  controlled 
bj  the  acupressure  of  the  needles. 

The  needles  were  now  drawn  together  and  maintained  in 
position,  and  thus  approximated  the  edges  of  the  wound, 
which  was  then  dressed  by  a  piece  of  lint,  and  the  patient 
sent  to  hi»  hotel. 

In  due  time  the  needles  were  removed  and  adhesion  by 
the  first  intention  was  found  to  have  taken  place. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  varicocele  a  surgical  operation  is 
unnecessary,  a  good  suspensory  bandage,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  tonic  and  astringent  lotions  will  sutfice.  But  in  the 
more  advanced  stages  nothing  short  of  an  operation  will 
cause  a  radical  cure.  There  are  many  contingencies  that  nmy 
arise  such  as  erysipelas,  tetanus,  phlebitis  or  pyssmia,  but 
t^uch  things  must  be  met  With  appropriate  treatment,  and 
what  cannot  be  cured  must  be  endured.  In  a  practice  of 
near  thirty  years  I  have  had  to  contend  with  but  few  of 
such  complications,  and  foitunately  none  were  fatal. 


ANTISEPTIC  MEDICATION. 

JAMES  EOAN,  M.  D. 


Pasteur  says  *»Dr.  Declat  has  created  a  new  system  of 
Medicine,  founded  on  the  employment  of  one  of  the  best 
known  antiseptics  (carbolic  acid),  on  the  grounds,  namely 
that  transmissable  diseases  are  each  the  product  of  a  special 
ferment,  and  that  medical  and  surgical  therapeutics  must 
try  and  prevent  the  penetration  of  ferments  coming  from 
without  into  the  liquids  of  the  economy,  or,  if  they  have 
penetrated,  to  find  anti-ferments  to  destroy  them  without 
diminishing  the  vitality  of  the  histological  elements  of  the 
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liquids  and  tissues*."  This  was  the  starting  point  of  Sir 
Joseph  Lister's  antiseptic  Surgery,  which  has  revolutionlif-' 
ed  that  science.  Hospital  gangrene  is  a  thing  of  the  past. 
It  is  with  antisepsis  as  applied  to  medicine  that  the  systenr 
of  Dr.  Dechit,  which  has  taken  tlie  labor  of  his  lifetime  to 
formulate  and  complete,  is  related.  Our  knowledge  upon' 
the  subject  of  nervo  organism  may  be  summed  up  in'  the 
condusions  appended  to  the  paper  of  Dr.  G.  V.  Black 
Jacksonville  Illinois  and  which  we  reproduce. 

1.  AH  cognizable  forms  of  life  are  dependent  upon  the 
production  of  molecular  change  in  matter  for  their  continu- 
ed existence. 

2.  Every  cognizable  form  of  life,  capable  of  independent 
existence,  nmst  have  the  power  of  digestion  for  the  prepa- 
ration of  food  ujaterial  for  the  nutrition  of  its  material 
structure. 

3.  Each  living  cell  mu^t  appropriate  to  its  nutrition  food 
material  prepared  by  a  digestive  body  of  its  own  formation, 
or  by  the  appropriation  of  material  prepared  for  it  vicari- 
ously by  some  allied  living  cell.     ^  ' 

4.  Every  living  cell  must  suppert  it^  life  and  material 
structure  by  the  continued  iml)ibition,  and  remoleculariza-. 
tion  of  matter  within  itself ;  except  during  the  special  pro- 
visions of  rest  as  in  the  seed  egg  &c. 

5.  Every  living  <;ell  must  as  the  result  of  the  remolecu- 
larization  of  matter  within  itself,  form  waste  products  of 
two  classes;  a  respiratory  waste  product,  rich  in  oxygen, 
and  urinary  waste  product  poor  in  oxygen,  all  waste,  pro- 
ducts are  poisonous  to  the  form  of  life  from  which  they 
emanate. 

6.  Natural  organic  poisons  are  uniformly  waste  products 
of  the  organisms  In  which  they  are  formed. 

7.  Pathogenic  micro  organisms  by  their  remoleculanza- 
tions  of  matter,  form  poisons  of  the  nature  of  the  alkaloid* 
which  are  the  active  agents  in  the  production  of  disease^  J 

8.  While  I  should'  not  class  the  digestive  bodies,  and  iKi- 
astases,  as  organic  poisons,  they  may  act  as  irritants  when 
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H^Iied  to  another  f«»nii  of  life  than  that  which  produced 
them* 

9^, The  normal  tissues  of  the  animal  resist  the  invasions 
©f  micro  organisms  bv  throwing  out,  or  forming  a  digestive 
body  ^  calculated  to  de?itroy  them  or  dissipate  and  nulify 
their  action  ;  aroused  thereto  by  the  presence  of,  or  the  irri- 
tating agents  given  (mt  by  the  organisms. 

There  is  no  longer  a  doubt  that  disease  germs — micro 
organisms — invade  the  human  body  by  the  lungs— skin  or 
stpniach  through  the  foud  we  eat ;  and,  by  multiplication 
and  propagation,  create  many  diseases  by  the  changes  which 
they  determine  in  the  blood  and  tissues.  Each  disease  has 
:#  special  germ  or  ferment,  producing  and  reproducing  its 
kind.  A  single  germ  can  produce  over  fifteen  million  in 
twenty  four  hours.  The  bacteria  of  putrefaction  must  not 
be  confounded  with  and  as  identical  to  germs  of  disease. 
Scinie  diseases  produced  by  germs  are  transmissible  while 
other's  like  intermittent  fever  are  not. 

The  consummation  devoutly  desired  is  an  antiseptic  which 
will  exert  a  destructive  influence  upon  the  parasites  and  yet 
be  harmless  to  the  tissues.  There  is  one  antiseptic  when 
given  in  a  sufficiently  concentrated  form  which  will  destroy 
the  parasite,  prevent  further  change  in  the  tissues,  and  be 
innoxious  to  the  individual,  and  this  is  Phenic  Acid  chemi- 
cally pure  prepared  after  the  formula  of  Dr.  Declat  and  on 
this  account  bearing  hid  name. 

Phenic  acid  is  the  synonym  for  carbolic  acid.  Hydrate  of 
Phenyl  and  Phenol,  a  contraction  of  Phenilic  alcohol,  the 
most  appropriate  name.  The  pure  acid  always  crystalizes 
in  long  needle  shaped  crystals;  never  in  masses.  It  has  no 
actJon  on  litmus  paper,  and  it  is  soluble  in  distilled  water 
in  the  proportion  of  six  per  cent.  A  specimen  which  does 
iipt  stand  these  tests  is  not  chemically  pure.  In  its  pure  state 
it  changes  I'eadily  on  exposure  to  moisture,  air,  or  light. 
Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  when  kept  in  a  tigbt- 
^fy  fitting  glass  stoppered  bottle  and  excluded  fi-bm  the  light 
it  will  not  remain  in  its  nascent  condition  over  two  weeks. 
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becoming  of  a  pinkish  color.  Pure  Phenic  acid  has  a  pure 
clean,  sweet  smell.  This  change,  or  decomposition  can  he 
prevented  by  combining  it  atom  for  atoni  with  syrup  or 
glycerine.  Sir  Joseph  Li>ster  contends  as  strenulously  as  Dr. 
Declat  for  a  pure  Phenic  acid  insisting  upon  thijs  as  essen- 
tial to  the  success  of  his  antisei)tir  surgery  ;  charging  all  the 
failures  and  accidents  to  the  impurity  of  the  material  used. 
If  for  a  topical  application  puiity  is  essential  how  much  more 
is  it  necessary  when  to  he  used  internally  and  subcutaneously. 
As  regards  ihe  topical  api)lii'ation  of  pure  Phenic  acid 
which  is  represented  by  the  Glyco  Phenique  of  Dr.  Declat 
too  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  its  local  anesthetic  ef- 
fect. It  is  a  fact  amply  confirmed  by  all  who  have  had  any 
experience  on  the  subjert  that  in  solution  a[)plied  by  m.ean§ 
of  thin  cloths  will  promptly  reinove  the  pain  of  burns,  ery- 
sipelas and  other  superficial  affections.  The  pain  will  be  re- 
moved inside  of  ten  minutes  and  the  relief  will  be  pennant 
if  the  application  be  continued  for  twenty  four  hours.  If 
applied  to  burns  suppuration  will  be  entirely  prevented. 

We  have  been  eongnizant  of  attempts  made  to  imitate 
Declat's  Glyco  Phenique  where,  in  place  of  the  pure  Phenic 
acid  being  used,  the  commercial  article  was  substituted,  the 
result  being  inci ease  of  pain,  suppuration  or  irritation  of 
sore.  To  our  mind  this  was  conclusive  evidence  of  the  claim 
made  by  Declat  and  also  Lister  that  nothing  but  chemically 
pure  Phenic  acid  ought  to  be  used  and  that  failure  in  results 
would  ensue  from   substitution. 

An}'  preparation  of  phenic  acid  taken  into  the  stomach  or 
used  subcutaneously  must  be  absolutely  pure  or  it  is  not 
free  from  danger.  The  medical  journals  have  contained 
from  time  to  time  accounts  of  cases  of  poisoning  from  the 
administration  of  impure  Phenic  acid  ;  and  even  of  Salicylic 
Acid  prepared  from  Carbolic  Acid ;  but  in  no  case  has  such 
occurred  from  the  Injection  of  pure  Phenic  acid  as  pre- 
pared according  to  the  formula  of  Dr.  Declat  although 
taken  in  a  maximum  dose.  It  is  only  pure  when  colorless ; 
any  shade  of  pink  or  red  or  smell  resembling  ci*eosote  or 
other  substance  stamps  it  as  poisonous. 
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*  When  taken  internalh ,  in  either  of  the  combinations  of 
.syrup  or  Glycerine,  it  resumes  its  nascent  condition  so  soon 
as  the  process  of  digestion  and  absorption  free  it  from  its 
combination.  Being  then  readily  diffuseable,  it  permeates 
the  system,  performing  its  germicide  woikon  the  way,  and 
passes  off  principally  by  the  lungs  and  skin,  but  k  slight 
amount  being  eliminated  by  the  kidneys.  The  rapid  elimi- 
nation renders  it  non  cunmlative  and  may  necessitate  fre- 
quent doses.  Being  an  alcohol  rather  than  an  acid  its  use 
is  perfectly  compatible  with  other  remedies,  which  may  be 
added  thereto  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case  and 
the  views  of  the  attending  physician. 

In  addition  to  its  principal  action  as  an  antizymotic  or 
germicide  there  are  two  minor  effects  that  claim  attention. 
One  is  that  it  has  a  tendency  to  cause  constipation,  which 
can  be  easily  obviated  by  a  mild  laxative.  The  other  is  that 
to  a  very  slight  degree,  it  diminishes  the  fluidity  of  the 
blood.  In  many  cases,  especially  those  of  chronic  diseases, 
these  effects  are  not  objectionable,  and  the  tendency  of 
Phenic  acid  to  diminish  the  fluidity  of  the  blood  can  be  coun- 
teracted by  the  use  of  an  ammonia  Phenate  combination, 
which  facilitates  the  circulation  by  keeping  the  blood  fluid, 
at  the  same  time  stimulating  the  nervous  system  and  acting 
sovreignly  as  an  antipyretic. 

The  following  are  the  preparations  which  have  been  com- 
monly employed  ;  but  any  combination  can  be  prepared  by 
the  Declat  Manufacturing  Co.  which  may  be  desired  by  phy- 
sicians. We  also  give  the  general  indications  for  which  they 
have  been  found  remedial. 

"Ist.  The  preparations  of  Pure  Nascent  Phenic  Add  are 
recommended  in  malaria,  affections  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, air  passages,  stomach,  intestines  and  bladder,  as  an 
antiseptic  in  general,  to  prevent  contagion,  hasten  convales- 
^noe,  check  suppuration,  and  oppose  the  fermentative  chan- 
ges which  causes  an  alte^'ation  of  the  normal  pi*oportions  of 
red  corpuscles  in  the  blood.  They  can  be  given  in  alternate 
doses  with  the  compound  preparations,  where  the  full  Phenic 
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acid  effect  is  required  with  Imt  slight  inoditieatioiis.  In  ma- 
laria one  dose  of  the  pure  nascent  Phenic  acid  in  conjunction 
with  subcutaneous  injection  will  at  once  abort  the  paroxysm 
and  with  a  short  continued  treatment  will  certainly  cure 
without  fear  of  relapse. 

2nd.*  The  preparations  of  Ammonia  Phenate  are  prefera- 
ble in  acute  cases  of  disease  accompanied  by  fever.  They 
are  antipyretic  lowering  the  tem[>enitui-e,  effectually  and 
permanently  and  infinitely  superior  to  Quinine  or  any  other 
antipyretic  not  excepting  cold  water  in  all  forms.  By  their 
■superior  antipyretic  properties  the  delirium  and  coma  of  fe- 
vers and  also  the  insomnia  and  restlessness  can  be  removed. 
Where  temperatui^e  is  abnormally  high  and  nervous  distur- 
bance great  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  subcutaneous  injec- 
tion in  combination  with  internal  medication.  They  are 
therefore  indicated  in  all  fevei*s,  contagious  and  zymotic  dis- 
eases, pycemia,  tendency  to  stasis  of  the  blood,  headaches. 
Acute  Rheumatism  and  Gout,  paroxymsof  Asthma,  and  are 
also  of  some  service  in  albuminuria. 

3rd.  The  preparations  of  Sulpho  Phenique  are  indicated 
in  chronic  forms  of  Rheumatism,  Gout,  Asthma,  Pulmona- 
ry, Catarrhal  and  Cutaneous  affections  where  sulphur  in 
some  form  has  been  found  curative.  In  Croup,  Diphtheria 
and  Tonsillitis  they  can  be  alternated  with  the  Ammonia 
Phenate  preparations.  To  secure  prompt  and  immediate 
offects  subcutaneous  injection  is  recommended. 

4th.  The  preparations  of  lodo  Phenique  are  indicated  in 
(jhronio  Scrofulous  affections,  glandular  enlargements,  tume- 
factions, cachexias,  anemias,  osteoseopic  pains,  specific  and 
4H)nstitutional  diseases.  In  syphilis  in  all  its  varied  forms 
they  are  a  specific,  removing  any  cutaneous  eruption  in  a 
few  days  when  conjoined  with  subcutaneous  injection.  The 
most  rapid  and  permanent  cures  have  been  obtained  from 
the  use  of  these  preparations.  In  chi-onic  nasal  catarrh  al- 
ternated with  those  of  sulpho  Phenique  many  cures  have 
resulted  and  relief  in  all  cases  where  a  cure  vvas  impossible. 
In  scarlet  fever  the  nascent  phenic  acid  preparations  are  to 
be  used  alternately  with  lodo  Phenique. 
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The  strength  of  the  preparations  for  internal  admini.s- 
tration  are  triturated  to  allow  the  usual  dose  of  half  an  ounce 
to  he  taken  two,  four,  six  or  eight  and  in  grave  cases  ten 
times  in  the  twenty  four  hours.  The  graver  the  ease  the 
more  frequent  the  repetition  of  the  dose  will  be  required. 
For  children  under  fourteen  years  the  dose  will  be  a  tea- 
spoonful  or  less  according  to  age. 

We  have  before  stated  that  where  a  prompt  and  thorough 
effect  is  desired  subcutaneous  injection  is  necessary.  These 
may  be  used  once  or  twice  a  day. 

The  strength  of  the  hypodermic  injections  are  triturated 
to  allow  each  injection  to  be  60  minims  U.  S.  P.  and  when 
used  internally  the  dose  is  two  teaspoon fuls,  one  half  the 
amount  of  that,  of.  the  preparations  prepared  specially  for 
internal  use. 

The  indication  for  the  use  of  the  hypodermic  injections 
are  of  course  precisely  the  same  as  for  those  for  internal 
medication.    It  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  name  them. 

1st.     Hypodermic  injection  of  Nascent  Phenic  Acid. 

2nd.    Hypodermic  injection  of  Ammonia  Phenate. 

3rd.     Hypodermic  injection  of  Sulpho  Phenique. 

4th.     Hypodermic  injection  of  lodo   Phenique. 

In  using  these  hypodermic  injections  it  is  essential  both 
for  success  in  treatment  and  for  the  comfort  of  the  patient 
that  Declat's  syringe  be  used.  This  instrument  is  graduated 
on  the  piston  to  the  full  capacity  of  eighty  minims  and  the 
needle  is  fitted  without  a  screw.  The  cutting  point  of  the 
needle  is  made  to  penetrate  the  tissues  with  the  least  amount 
of  force  and  to  make  as  small  a  wound  as  possible  and  one 
that  readily  closes  by  coaptation  of  the  opposing  surfaces. 

The  abdominal  region  is  generally  selected  as  the  site  for 
subcutaneous  injection  for  reasons  that  are  patent  to  the 
merest  tyro,  viz,  that  there  lies  the  most  abundant  supply 
of  cellular  tissue.  This  however  is  an  immaterial  matter 
and  physicians  will  make  their  own  selection  of  locations  to 
suit  their  patients. 

Every  one  knows  how  to  apply  the  hypodermic  syringe 
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and  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  the  needle  is  to  be  thrust 
well  into  the  cellular  tissue  and  the  injection  made  sloiciy. 
Tf  this  be  strictly  attended  to  the  operation  will  be  painless. 
At  one  time  it  was  not  deemed  practicable  to  inject  a  It^rge 
quantity  of  fluid  subi^utaneously  which  we  now  know  to  the 
contrary.  Dr.  Todd,  of  Kansas  City  proposes  to  inject 
saline  solutions  of  great  bulk  to  replace  the  water  lost  in 
cases  of  cholera.  It  has  been  demonstrated  in  the  epidemic 
now  raging  in  France  that  by  the  use  of  Declat's  concentrat- 
ed solution  of  ter  phenate  of  ammonia  cholera  has  l)een  rob- 
bed of  half  its  terroi-s  and  that  the  drain  of  the  SQrum  of 
the  blood  can  be  in  many  cases,  promptly  checked. 

There  is  no  danger  of  sores  or  small  abscesses  forming  if 
the  needle  be  properly  inserted  awcf  the  fluid  he  warmed 
which  in  all  cases  is  an  essential.  Of  ct)urse  when  injections 
have  been  repeatedly  performed  the  part  may  l>ecome  ten- 
der and  irritable  ;  in  such  cases  another  poition  of  the  body 
must  be  selected.  It  is  clear  that  no  sores  can  form  as  the 
fluid  used  is  an  antiseptic  which  would  i)revent  or  abort  the 
formation  of  ulcers,  indunitions  or  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mations. 

The  great  advantage  of  the  subcutaneous  injection  is  the 
rapidity  and  certainty  of  the  absorption  of  the  remedial 
agent.  In  some  diseases  and  cases  this  is  of  i)aramount  ad- 
vantage. In  congestive  chills,  pernicious  fever,  where 
absorption  fi*om  the  stomach  is  impossible  we  fear  no  dan- 
ger when  we  have  the  hypodermic  syringe  at  hand.  In  chol- 
era and  Yellow  fever  the  physician  may  not  see  the  case 
until  too  late  to  depend  upon  the  exhibition  of  drugs  by  the 
stomach  and  he  at  once  resorts  to  subcutaneous  injection. 
In  stages  of  many  diseases  we  are  compelled  to  use  the  hy- 
podermic syringe  to  quiet  or  stimulate  the  system  so  as  to 
make  the  stomach  available  for  ingestion  of  remedies. 

Subcutaneous  injections  are  intended  to  be  used  once  or 
twice  a  day  together  with  the  internal  remedies.  The  fre- 
quency of  applications  depends  entirely  upon  the  gravity 
f>f  the  case  and  of  this  the  attendant  must  be  the  judge.  There 
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can  be  no  cumulation  and  if  ?*ymptoins  manifest  an  over 
d()i$e  there  need  be  no  alarm  as  it  will  soon  be  eliminated 
and  a  longer  inteiTal  can  be  ordered  between  the  operations. 

At  present  there  are  many  cases  of  Typhoid  in  vanous 
pai*ts  of  the  country  where  the  application  nf  the  antiseptic 
method  in  its  full  entirety  would  settle  the  quet^tion  as  to 
whether  this  disease  can  be  aborted  or  not.  Dr.  Duncumbe 
has  informed  me  that  be  has  seen  a  well  marked  case  of 
Typhoid  fever  aborted  and  a  physician  in  New  York  has 
made  a  similar  statement.  Dr.  Roberts  Bartholow  speaks 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  treatment  of  this  disease  by  Io- 
dine and  Carbolic  acid  on  opinions  formed  from  clinical 
tests.  Of  the  thousands  of  cases  treated  by  Dr.  Declat  he 
lost  none  when  treated  by  his  antiseptic  method. 

In  a  future,  paper  we  shall  give  results  obtained  l)y  the  use 
of  the  antiseptic  method  ;  and  only  eases,  which  have  been 
seen  and  watched  by  several  disinterested  physicians,  will 
be  narrated. 


PRACTICAL  THERAPEUTICS. 

L.  H.  WASHINGTON,  M.  D. 

MENORRHAGIA,  (JEJxcesszve  Mens€8.) 
Tannin,  1  drachm  ;  Water,  1  ounce.    Mix.    Dose.    Tea- 
spoonful  every  hour  until  relieved. 

Oil  of  erigeron,  given  in  doses  of  15  to  30  drops,  rubbed 
up  with  sugar^  every  half  hour  or  hour  as  necessary,  often 
acts  pnimptly. 

Senecin,  Geranin,  equal  parts.  Mix.  Dose.  Two  to  four 
grains,  repeated  as  necessary. 

Tincture  of  Cannabis  Indica  is  very  effectual  in  control- 
ing  profuse  menstruation.  A  single  dose  of  20  drops  is  of- 
ten sufficient  or  it  may  be  repeated  as  needed. 

Dr.  W.  Donovan. 

During  the  period  perfect  quiet  should  be  observed  ;  the 
.  feet  must  be  kept  warm  by  hot  dry  flannels,  or  some  other 
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means  that  u'ill  not  produce  steam,  mustard  may  be  applied 
to  the  arms,  and  half  a  grain  of  opium  given  two  or  three  - 
times  a  day  :  I  say  opium,  for  paregoric,   Dovers  jiowdears 
or  morphine  will  increase  secretion.    If  these  means  should  ^ 
fail  to  keep  the  dis<'harge  moderate,  cloths  saturated  with, 
cold   whiskey,  in  which   alum   has   been   dissolved,  may  be  . 
'  applied  to  the  pubes  and  vulva ;  there  is  no  danger  of  talk- 
ing cold  from  this  application  and  producing  a  suppression. 

Dr.  R.  Thonii>KO|i. 

Dr.  Demussey  mentions  two  cases  of  profuse  menorrba-; 
gia  treated  by  applications  of  bags  of  hot  water  to  the  lum- 
bar region.  Within  twenty  four  hours  the  flow  was  mate- 
rially diminished,  and  in  two  days  it  wholly  ceased.  In  both, 
cases  however,  the  patients  complained  of  pain  in  the.  bead,; 
dyspnoea^  .etc.  .     . 

Dr.  J.  R.  Black  has  found  bromide  of  ammonium  a  reli- 
ble  agent  for  the  control  of  non  structural  catamenial  ex- 
cesses. In  the  administration  of  the  remedy,  an  essential 
rule  is  that  its  use  shall  precede  the  expected  period  by  at 
least  ten  days.  Any  associated  disorder,  which  has  even  a 
remote  bearing  upon  the  menstrual  excess,  should,  of  course 
rccieve  appropriate  attention.  His  formula  is  :  Bromide  of 
ammonium,  1  ounce  ;  Syrup  of  Orange,  Water  each,  3  oun- 
ces. Mix.  Dose.  A  teaspoonf  ul  before  tea  and  at  bed  time, 
commencing  ten  days  before  expected  period,  and  continue 
through  it. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Ogden  also  extols  the  value  of  bromide  of 
ammonia  in  the  excessive  discharges  of  blood  from  the  uter- 
us at  or  about  the  menstrual  period,  continuing  longer  than 
four  or  five  days.  He  places  the  patient  on  a  hair  or  straw^ 
mattress,  with  light  covering,  in  an  easy  recumbent  position 
gives  cooling  drinks  and  a  mild  laxative.  After  the  bowels 
are  moved  he  gives  the  bromide  at  once  in  doses  of  20,  30 
or  40  grains  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  case,  every 
three  hours,  until  three  doses  have  been  taken  :  then  be  re- 
duces the  dose  to  one  half  to  be  continued  as  long  as  reqair- 
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ed),  iH>t.  neglecting  such   meai^urei^  as  are  calculated  to  re- 
ii^¥.4:the  cause. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Cooks  reports  several  cases  of  excessive  men- 
struation where  ice  applied  to  the  lower  portion  of  the  spine, 
l>i'oduced  excellent  results.  Either  Chapman's  s[)inal  l)ag 
or  a  bladder  may  be  used.  The  ice  must  be  brokeu  in  small 
fi*agmeuts  pkced  in  the  bag  until  two  thirds  full,  and  plac 
ed  under  the  patient  lying  on  her  back,  immediately  to  the 
lower  poition  of  the  spine.  It  should  be  retained  to  the 
part  from  half  an  hour  to  two  hours. 

In  a  case  of  passive  menorrhagia  Dr.  T.  C.  Fear,  used  the 
following  prescription  successfully ;  Tincture  of  Ergot,  3 
ounces;  Tinct.  of  Gentian,  1  ounce.  Mix,  Dose,  Teaspoon- 
ful  every  hour  until  relieved. 

Dr.  Cushing  has  also  used  ergot  (40  drops  of  the  fluid 
extract  three  times  a  day)  successfully  in  the  case  of  a  lady 
who  at  each  period  lost  a  large  quantity  of  blood,  the  ilow 
often  continuing  for  two  weeks. 

In  many  cases  of  excessive  menses  the  use  of  Viburnum 
prunifoHum  (black  haw),  commencing  two  days  before  the 
discharge  has  rendered  the  flow  normal  in  character. ,  Dose. 
Fluid  extract  half  to  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  infu- 
tiion,  1  ounce,  three  times  a  day. 

In  eight  cases  of  menorrhagia,  in  w^hich  the  flooding  was 
very  profuse,  hot  water  injections  proved  most  beneficial. 
In  every  case  it  controled  the  flowing;  in  a  few  of  the  cases 
the  treatment  had  to  be  perseve!*ed  in  for  some  time.  Many 
of  the  cases  were  of  long  standing.  The  injections  were 
used  once  or  twice  a  day.  In  profuse  menstruation,  no 
treatment  has  been  so  successful  in  my  hands. 

Dr.  Jas.  Cody. 

Helonin,  Senecin,  (Keith's)  each  40  grains.  Mix.  Divide 
into  20  powders,  and  give  one  four  times  a  day  between  the 
menstrual  periods^  but  discontinue  during  the  menses  and 
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give  oil  of  erigeron  5  to  15  drops  on  a  lump  of  sugar  every 
three  or  four  hours  as  uecessaiy.      This  seldom  fails. 

Tinct.  Muriate  of  Iron,  1  ounce ;  Fluid  extract  of  Canna- 
bis Indica,  1  ounce:  Oil  of  £rigerou,  1,1-2  ounces.  Mix 
Dose.  Forty  drops  in  water,  three  times  a  day..  This  is 
highly  recommended  by  Dr.  Joseph  Adolphus. 

Dr.  li.  A.  Green  gives  the  following  formulaB.  When  due 
to  a  relaxed  condition  of  the  uterus  ;  Cinnamon  Water,  4 
ounces  ;  Ergotine,  1  drachm  ;  Tinct.. Nux  Vomica,  30  drops. 
Mix.  Dose.  From  a  few  drops  to  a  teaspoonful,  repeated 
as  neces8i4ry. 

When  due  to  debility  of  the  mucous  coat^;  Fluid  Extract 
Hammamelis,  Craiiesbill  and  Hydrastis,  equal  parts.  Mix. 
Dose.    Thirty  drops,  repeated  frequently. 

When  due  to  ansemia ;  Quinine,  Collinsonin,  Hydrastin, 
Iron  by  Hydrogen,  each,  10  grains:  Extract  Nux  Vomica, 
4  grains.  Mix  into  fifteen  pills.  Dose.  One  every  four  hours. 

When  it  occurs  at  the  cessation  of  the  menses.  Fluid 
Extracts  of  Hydrastis,  Cinchona,  Helonias,  each,  1  ounce; 
Fluid  Ergot,  1-2  ounce.  Mix.  Dose.  Teaspoonful  three  or 
four  time  a  day. 
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MFor  the  Truth,  then,  let  ua  battle;  And  Its  might  shall  j^etus  firee." 


MAXIMS. 
Simplicity  is  grandeur,  real  and  paramount.  Ud. 

•Tnrth  is  simple  because  right,  artifice  really  on  a  minor 
scale  because  of  lacking  necessary  inate  woith.  JSd. 

In  the  treatment  of  disease,  just  to  the  extent  that  we  ig 
nore  the  grand  scheme  of  nature,  intended  for  the  recuper 
ation  of  the  vital  force,  we  shall  fail,  and  curae  our  fallen 
humanity.  Dr.  J.  H,  Hanajord, 

An  ounce  of  common  sense,  vitalized  by  independent 
thought,  based  upon  everlasting  truth,  is  worth  more  than 
a  pound  of  ''science,  falsely  so-called,"  particularly  in  the 
treatment  of  disease,  when  real  science  is  utterly  ignored, 
when  the  whole  realm  of  nature  is  ransacked,  its  secrets 
fathomed,  its  resources  put  under  contribution,  that  the 
most  virulent  poisons  may  be  dragged  into  service,  violent- 
ly warring  upon  the  forces  of  the  body,  in  violation  of  her 
fundamental  laws.  Dr.  J.  U.  Hanaford. 


THE  DEPARTING  YEAR. 


All  beginings  have  their  end,  and  years  as  well  as  lifetimes 
form  no  exception. 

Eighteen  and  eighty  four  wanes  and  soon  will  count  only 
as  one  among  the  past. 

What  its  epochs  have  been  the  scroll  of  time  will  exhibit, 
while  the  encunibeucy  resting  upon  our  freighted  lives,  direct 
us  all  to  prepare  well  the  pathways  for  another  campaign. 

Whatever  may  be  said  of  individual  progress,  none  can 
dispute  the  inevitable  advancement  of  the  professional  body. 

In  this  our  Editorial  soul  rejoices  and  as  we  draw  near  the 
closing  year  and  effect  to  humbly  thank  our  kind  and  gra- 
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eious  readerts,  coiitributoi-8  and  friends,  all  of  whom  we  love 
ID  remember;  it  tills  our  exhilerant  nature  overwhelmingly 
full,  to  realize  the  mighty  strides  that  now  stand  recorded 
on  the  strands  of  time. 

Every  medical  devotee  owes,  lasting  appreciations  to  the 
successful  effulgence  of  this  year,  while  longing  for  and 
utilizing  every  impulse  of  nature  to  further  promote  the 
grand  achievements  that  await  our  near  future. 

Sharing  with  you  my  friendly  compeers  and  co-adjutors, 
1  bid  you  each  and  collectively  a  hearty  God-Speed  in  every 
work  of  enriching  professional  accumen ;  let  me  observe  the 
time  honored  custom,  with  a  real  vehemence  that  is  inspired 
of  deep  appreciation,  nourished  bj  pleasant  communings, 
and  finds  expression  in  our  most  pathetic  wish  of  merry, 
thrice  merry  Christmas,  to  one  and  all. 


MEDICAL  SECTARIANISM. 

There  is  a  common  creed-bound  dogma  that  prevails  in 
every  division  of  society,  continually  (Tying,  »^lo!  I  am  the 
way.*'  One  does  not  sit  in  his  or  her  pew  very  long  under 
the  ♦'drippings  of  the  sanctuary,*'  uiltil  he  or  she  is  thorou- 
ghly reminded  that  la^ is  preached  rather  than  Christianity. 
So  in  secular  society.  The  modern  statesman  is  reconed 
brilliant  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  spleen  he  is  capac- 
itJited  to  vent,  or  pile  of  abuse  he  is  qualified  to  heap,  upon 
those  who  have  honest  gmunds  for  a  difference. 

Nor  is  there  a  dearth  in  medical  society.  Journals  teem 
with  self-praising  superiority.  One  is  a  <jlose  communion  al- 
lopath, and  vaunts,  with  seeming  pride,  his  i8//i  to  the  world  : 
and  points  to  the  "Icmg  line  of  ancestry,"  pretty  much  like 
the  democratic  platform  read  in  '7B.  Another  is  a  one  idea'd 
eclectic,  chock  full  of  vanity  and  egotism,  which  he  airs 
on  every  conceivable  opportunity.  Another  still  is  a  honi- 
(Bopath — a  medical  nondescript-— who  imagines  Aeis  right, 
and  every  body  else  wrong.  There  are  folks  who  possess 
homoeopathic  heads,  allopathic  feet,  and  eclectic  stomachs. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


ST.    LOUIS   MEDICAL   JOURNAL.  551 

Their  head^  are  too  small  (o  hold  more  than  one  idea  at  a 
tjme,  their  feet  are  continually  tripping  over  the  pebbles  of 
incredulity,  and  their  stomachs  are  so  select  they  cannot 
digest  half  that'ti  reasonable.  We  are  speakiug  of  a  faction 
puly,  who  are  everlasting  '*bullraggiag''  those  not  of  their 
suasion.  There  are  others,  many  others,  we  are  pleased  to 
say,  whose  swallowing  and  digesting  capacities  are  enorm- 
ous, \'^ho  take  in  everything  wholesome,  digesting  and  assim- 
ilating the  nutritious  and  essential  parts,  casting  off  the  de- 
bris without  sacrifice  of  ease  or  honor.  These  are  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  the  profession,  ««who  stand  between  the  fami- 
ly and  the  grave,  fighting  back  the  disorders  that  troop  up 
from  their  encampment  by  the  cold  river."  F.  A.  E. 


THE  AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEACHERS  OF 
THE  BLIND. 


This  humanizing  body  just  closed  its  late  session,  Aug. 
22nd.  at  St.  Louis. 

The  work  performed  was  mostly  in  the  interest  of  blind 
schollars  and  pertained  to  the  art  of  instructing. 

We  append  the  following  gleaned  statistics  for  the  bene- 
fit of  medical  readers. 

STATISTICS. 

According  to  the  census  of  1880  there  were  in  the  United  States 
on  June  Ist.  of  that  year  no  less  than  48,928  blind  persons,  or  an 
average  of  1  to  each  1,025,1  of  the  aggregate  population.  Of 
these  8  329  were  of  foreign  birth,  being  1  in  each  802  of  the  total 
foreign-born  population,  while  7,385,  exclusive  of  Chmese  and 
Indians,  were  colored,  being  1  to  each  891  of  the  total  colored 
population.  About  33,000  or  two-thirds  of  all  the  blind  of  the 
United  States  were  native  whites,  being  1  to  each  1,114,5  of  the 
whole  native  white  population. 

But  in  order  to  ascertain  the  relation  of  race  to  the  prevalance 
of  blindness  independent  of  climate  and  density  of  population, 
we  should  compare  statistics  of  the  same  locality.  Accordingly 
we  find  in  the  fourteen  states  having  more  than  100,000  cc^ored 
inhabitants  each,  the  mean  ratios  were  1  white  blind  person  to 
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each  910,5  of  the  white  population  and  1  colored  blind  pei'son  to 
each  905,3  of  the  colored  population,  thus  indicating  that  climate 
and  the  attendant  local  conditions  exert  far  greater  influence'  in 
this  respect  than  race.  And  it  raay  be  that  the  greater  prevalence 
of  blindness  among  Indians  and  aliens  than  among  native  inhabi- 
tants is  largely  due  to  the  more  cai-eful  observance  of  hygeinir 
laws  by  the  latter  than  by  the  former. 

But  the  prevalence  of  blindness  even  in  the  same  latitude  anci 
the  public  provision  for  the  cai*e  and  education  of  this  class  of 
defectives  vary  greatly  in  different  States,  as  will  appear  from 
the  following  table  slewing  for  the  principal  States  and  Teritoi*ie» 
the  whole  number  of  blind  persons  in  eacii,  the  average  luimber  in 
1,000,000  inhabitants,  and  the  number  of  blind  pupils  attending 
institntiona  for  their  l>enefitJune  1,  1880: 

State.  No.         No.  in  1,000,000.  Pupils 

Alabama 1,399  1,108.7  15 

Arkansas „ 972  1,211  29 

Calfiomia 644  744,6  26 

/:;olorado 104  •  535.2 

Oonnecticutt 613  984 

Delaware _ 127  866,3 

Florida 215  798 

Georgia 1,634  995  47 

Illinois 2,615  849,6  116 

Indiana 2,238  1,131  110 

Iowa 1,310  805,4  87 

Kansas 748  750.9  46 

Kentucky 2,116  1,284  60 

Louisana .        845  899,3  26 

Maine 797  1,228.5 

Marv^and ^ 946  1,012  80 

Massachusetts 1,733  971.8  96 

Michigan 2,289  787.4  46 

Minnesota 44H  573.H  27 

Mississippi 1,071  946  33 

Missouri 2,258  1,042  99 

Nebraska  220  486.3  22 

.New  Hampshire 412  1,187.6 

New  Jersey 829  733 

New  York  5,031  986  373 

North  Carolina 1,873  1,325  «5 
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Ohio  2,960  926                       167 

Pennsylvania 3,884  906.6                   172 

'  Rhode  Lsland 300  1,085 

South  Carolina  1.100  1,105                         16 

Tennesee 2,026  1.314                       30 

Texas 1,375  865                       75 

Vermont 486  1,462 

Virginia 1,710  1.136                  '    34 

West  Virginia 625  1,010.6                    19 

Wisconsin  1,075  817                      €4 

District  of  Columbia  .     164  923.3 

New  Mexico 35H  2,994,2 

Utah 126  875.2 

Total 48,928  975.6  1,980 

The  remaining  States  and  Teritoiies  have  less  than  IQO  each. 

It  thus  appears  that  in  the  States  of  Vermont,   North  Carolina, 

Tennesee  and  Kentucky  the  number  of  blind  exceeds  one-eight- 

hundreth  of  the  total  population,  white  in  Minnesota,  New  Jersey 

California,    Kansas,    Michigan,    Florida,    Iowa  and  Wisconsin  it 

•  was  less  than  one-twelve-hundredth. 

Eight-ninths  of  the  blind  of  this  country  live  in  private  families^, 
ftve  per  cent,  in  alms  houses,  and  four  per  cent,  in  educational 
institutions  for  their  benefit.  One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  were 
in  the  charitable  and  industrial  homes  in  New  Y'ork,  Philadelphia 
and  St.  Louis,  and  about  1  per  cent  in  other  benevolent  institutions. 


VACCINATION,  MEDICAL  INTOLERATION. 

Our  English  cousins,  for  whom  we  "always  entertain  the 
profoundest  sympathy,  are  just  now  earnestly  wrestling 
over  the  question  of  compu1i<ory  vaccination.  Think  of  it! 
Under  the  shadows^of  Oxford,  (/ambridge  and  Eaton,  the 
fair  women  of  England  must  submit  their  little  babes  to  the 
unpbilisophical,  injurious,  cruel  experimentations  of  a  few 
heathens,  fakirs  and  fogies,  who  persist  in  believing  that 
the  way  to  escape  one  disease  is  to  be  contaminated  with 
another !  It  is  sufficiently  discreditable  to  the  profession  ta 
entertain  opinions  at  variance  with  common  mule-sense^  much 
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less  trying  to  force  a  something  upon  a  people  that  tew 
know  so  little  about  and  fewer  still  commend.  The  only 
excuse  that  could  be  offered  in  palliation  for  such  egregiojis 
errors  is  the  absence  of  conscience  and  common  seiwe,  and 
the  alarming  small  size  of  somebody's  money  bag?  Nor  w 
the  average  American  Doctor  a  whit  behind  his  british  pro- 
totype. Whnt  with  state  medical  boards  from  sea  to  eiea, 
whose  fingers  are  throtling  the  liberties  of  the  people,  who 
dare  erstwhile  call  himself  a  republican  physiciiMi— a  medi- 
cal freeman.  Who  sees  the  policy  of  such  lK>ards?  Not  he 
whose  cheek  grows  pale,  whose  eye  grows  dim  beside  the 
flickering  flame  of  the  midnight-lamp  ;  nor  lie  whose  brow 
is  broad  with  noble  thoughts;  nor  he  it  i^  whose  heart  beats 
only  for  the  true  and  the  good;  but  rather  he  whose  intel- 
lectual wings  being  to  weak  to  sustain  a  lofty  flight,  plumes 
them  in  sweet  content  o'er  fields  thick  strewn  with  political 
and  official  carrion.  F.  A.  E. 


SPRAINS. 

In  the  entire  list  of  surgical  ailments  we  meet  with  no 
more  common,  painful  and  resisting  ailments  than  sprains. 

A  conjecture  of  simplicity  perhaps  has  delayed  close  in- 
vestigation and  ultimated  in  great  professional  obloquy. 

The  medical  minds  have  through  a  series  of  long  epoch 
been  drifting  towards  and  into  a  materialistic  ideality  that 
blinded  investigation  in  the  true  and  real  line  of  research. 
Times  are  changing,  thought  is  leading  through  fruitful  chan- 
nels to  higher,  better  and  qiore  sufficient  knowledge. 

The  materialism  of  past  ages  -and  pre&ent  befogment,  }r^ 
vanishing,  is  passing  away  and  a  more  perfect  realization 
of  physiological  law  is  superceding  to  the  thrown  of  reason 
and.  pnictical  worth. 

Better  thinking  leads  to  higher  thoughts,  reeearch  and 
att{iinment>  Mntil  a  knowledge  of  natural  and  rational  medi- 
cine, will  succeed. 

Such  a  desirable  epoch  will  arm  every  competent  niedioa| 
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'priictitkmer  with  ableiii€88  to  better  remedy  existing  eviU. 

Amid  the  uiauy  couflictiiig  treatiueists,  the  following  rep- 
re^its  our  practice. 

•'  I  use  a  strong  decoction  of  the  Polygonum  Punctatum, 
as  hot  a8  can  be  born,  keeping  the  part  submerged,  and  gmd- 
ualjy  increasing  the  temperature,  for  from  fifteen  to  thirty 
tniniites.  This  may  be  followed,  in  sever  cases,  with  a  gal- 
vanic current  in  efferent  directions.  A  laxative  when  nee- 
ded and  absolute  repose.  Or  if  brevity  and  convenience 
must  be  consulted  the 

R     Oil  of  Polygonum     „ Sss; 

"     "    Sassafras 3j; 

Alk.  Ext.  Canabis  drs.  i j ; 

.    Dilute  Alcohol, S  jss. 

M.     Ft.  Liniment  and  apply  with  brisk  but   bearable 
friction. 


EBITEMS. 

The  European  Cholera  epidemic,  though  much  quieted 
and  the  disease  mere  tractable,  yet  it  has  by  no  means  ceased 
to  threaten.  Its  lingerings  are  portentious  and  spring  time 
awakening  may  witness  it  coming  prominently  westward. 

Correction.  The  article  in  Nov.  No.  written  by  Mrs.  Smith 
M.  D.,  should  have  the  Initials  E.  F.  instead  of  S.  F.,  as 
printed. 

As  Dr.  Koch's  cholera  bacillus  has  been  tested  by  Dr. 
Klin's  swallowing  a  portion  without  harm,  who  will  risk 
martyrdom  in  the  cause  of  science  and  subject  notoriety,  by 
making  a  similar  test  of  his  Koch's  Bacillus  tuberculosis, 
found  in  the  urine  of  some  consumptive  patients? 

The  question  now  is,  at  Washington  how  does  (did)  the 
n^oney  go  since  a  very  large  amount  is  missing  from  the 
medical  service  funds,  and  no  one  seems  to  know  where  it 
went,     Ans.  **that's  the  way  the  money  goes.'* 
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Coming  to  it  at  last.  The  N",  T.  Med.  Jour,  quotes  from 
Mr.  J.  Wliartoii  Jones,  liis  title:  "A  remonstrance  against 
the  accepted  theory  of  inflammation,"  and  proceeds  to  cnt- 
icise  it.  This  is  right,  discussion  will  open  the  eyes  of  men 
and  lead  to  thinking  independently  of  old  chrystalized  dog- 
mas. Truth  must  arise  sooner  or  later,  so  let  us  have  fit^e 
and  untramled  discussion  of  this  topic.  It  will  do  Us  all 
good. 

Dr.  Baker,  Secty.  of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health 
reports  several  outbreaks  of  cheese  poisoning  in  his  state, 
with  one  hundred  and  ninety  persons  affected,  none  fatally. 
The  symptoms,  very  similar,  were  pain  in  the  stomach, 
cramps,  coldness  of  extremities,  great  prostration,  violent 
retchings  and  purgings.  Specimens  examined  showed  a  pe- 
culiar odor,  due  to  caprylic  or  caproic  acid,  mold  and  sev- 
eral kinds  of  bacteria. 

Wra.  A.  K.  Young  in  the  Brit,  Med,  Jour,  repoits  the 
case  of  a  man  swallowing  three  pounds  and  two  drachms 
of  Mercury  for  intussusseption,  and  carrying  it  for  thirteen 
days  before  it  passed  away,  when  the  patient  recovered. 

The  doctrine  of  Koch's  comma-bacilli  has  met  early  and 
merited  doom  through  Dr.  Klin's  of  the  Englsh  commission 
to  investigate  cholera  at  Bombny,  swallowing  some  of 
the  genuine  "hugs,"  and  not  suffering  in  the  least  from 
thein.  This  ought  to  and  doubtless  will  constitute  a  strong 
factor  in  the  right  work  of  dissipating  the  modern  iiTation- 
al  theorie  of  insect  caustiloory. 

Ti's  en'i'or^  not  Truth  that  is  of  such  hideous  mien  that  to 
be  dreaded  needs  but  tt)  be  seen,  so  let  us  investigate,  study, 
live  and  learn,  nobly  utilizing  the  constantly  increasing  ad- 
vantages of  the  advance  of  centuries,  of  life  and  of  learning. 

Prof.  Huxley  gives  the  following  as  the  normal  weight 
of  a  man   and  of  his  separate  piopoilions. 

Weight  1         ^         >         »         »  154       pounds 

Muscles  and  appertenances,         ,  68  ** 
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Skeleton,         ,  ,         ,         9       ,         24  «* 

Skin,       ,         ,         ,         ,         ,  10,1-2     *' 

Fat,         ',,,,,       28 
Bruin,         ,         ,         ,         ,         ,  3 

Thoracic  Viscera         ,         ,     '    ,  3,1-2       '« 

Abdominal         ,      '   ,         ,         ,  11  '* 

Blood         ,         ,         ,         ,         ,  7  *' 

Such  a  man  should  consume  per  diem  ; 

Lean  Beef  Steak,         ,         ,  5.000,      grains. 

Bread         ,         ,         ,         ,  6.000,  *' 

Milk         ,         ,         ,         ,  7.000, 

Potatoes      ,         ,         ,         ,  3.000,  " 

Butter         ,         ,         ,         ,         ,         600,  '' 

Water         ,         ,         ,         ,  22.^)00, 

His  heart  should  beat  (75  times  per  minute,  and  he  should 

breathe  15  times  per  minute. 

In  twenty  four  hours  he  should    vitiate   1,750  cubic  feet 

of  air,  to  the  extent  of  one  per  cent ;  he  therefore  ought  to 

have  800  cubic  feet  of  well  ventilated  space. 

He  would  throw  off  by  his  skin  eighteen  ounces  of  water ; 

300  grains  of  solid  matter,  and  400  grains  of  carbonic  acid 

every  twenty   four  hours,  so  that  his  total  loss  during  that 

time   would  be  six  pounds  of  water  and  a  little'  above  two 

pounds  of  other  matters. 

The  Michigan  State  Beard  of  Health  is  busy  stirring  up 
health  matters  instead  of  waring  against  the  medical  frater- 
nity. Its  time  all  such  boards  could  find  worthy  employ- 
ment, in  ligitimate  channels. 

Quite  a  disposition  exists  to  hunt  up  old  people  and  many 
localities  are  making  claims  to  centegenarians.  St.  Louis 
is  prepared  to  compete  for  the  oldest  as  well  as  for  the  most 
National  Conventions  ever  held  in  any  one  city  in  one  season. 
There  is  now  living  on  Sixth  St.  a  queer  personage,  suppos- 
ably  a  male  and  claiming  to  be  a  natural  healer,  who  rumor 
says  is  now  160  years  old. 

The  authorit}  given  is  almost  beyond  question.     The  old 
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mail  is  active  and  blithe  and  expresses  the  desire  and  enter- 
tains the  hope  of  living  always.  He  claims  that  perpetual 
living  is  a  possibility,  and  is  earnestly  engaged  as  he  says, 
in  raising  up  an  army  of  workers  to  oppose  death. 


BOOK  REVIEWS. 


Annual  Reports  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  In- 
diana.    2  Vols.  8vo.  Cloth,  for  years,  1882-3. 

During  the  legislature  session  of  1881  and  act  was  passed 
and  approved  by  Govemor  Porter  creating  a  State  Board 
of  Health.  The  result  of  the  labors  of  that  Board  appears 
in  the  two  volumes  before  us. 

In  the  selection  of  members  the  Governor  was  exceeding- 
ly fortunate,  conferring  the  appointments  on  Drs.  John  W. 
Compton  of  Evansville  Ind.  Pres.,  W.  W.  Vinnedge,  of 
Lafaette,  Ind.  J.  IVf*.  Partridge,  of  South  Bend,  Ind.  Wm. 
Lomax,  of  Marion  Ind.,  all  gentlemen  of  the  highest  stand- 
ing in  the  profession  well  and  favorably  known,  as  practi- 
tioners of  large  experience,  able  contributors  to  'medical 
works,  and  thorough  sanitarians.  So  satisfactory  has  been 
the  work  of  these  gentlemen  to  the  state.  Profession,  and 
People  that  on  theexpirings  of  their  original  term  they  were 
reappointed  by  the  Governor  and  pn>mptly  confirmed  by 
the  Senate.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that.  Governor  elect  Gray, 
will  again  nominate  the  same  persons  as  it  is  not  an  office 
of  emolument  and  the  present  boaixl  will  be  enabled  to  con- 
sumate  the  work  which  they  mapped  out  for  themselves  ah 
initio. 

At  the  original  organization  of  the  B(»ard  Dr.  Thad  M. 
Stephens  of  Indianapolis,  was  elected  Secretary  and  Execu- 
tive Officer.  On  his  vacating  the  position,  Dr.  E.  R.  Hacon 
Ex.  Secretary  of  State  was  his  saccessor  in  office ;  and  un- 
der his  regime  the  harmonious  cooperation  of  the  medical 
profession  throughout  the  state  was  achieved.     The  blank 
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forms  for  the  collection  of  statistics  were  simplified  and  is- 
sued gratuitously  ;  and  plans  were  formed  by  him  and  adapt- 
ed by  the  board  which  he  did  not  live  to  carry  out.  His 
successor  Dr.  E.  S.  Elder  has  been  and  is  now  putting  in 
practical  shape  these  various  measures  of  ^^anitation  which 
we  will  notice. 

The  appropriation  for  all  the  expenses  of  the  board  includ- 
ing rent  of  office  is  five  thousand  dollars  and  with  this  insig- 
nificant sum  more  has  been  done  than  was  accomplished  by 
the  National  Board  of  Health  with  its  magnificent  endow- 
ment of  hundred  of  thousands.  Unlike  that  institution  no 
sums  were  paid  to  friends  to  write  reports  on  special  sub- 
jects which  when  written  fell  dead  born  from  the  press  and 
reflected  no  credit  upon  the  writer  except  the  regal  pay  de- 
frayed from  the  national  purse.  Known  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional and  only  created  through  the  personal  solicitations  of 
legislators  who  were  interested  hi  keeping  yellow  fever  from 
our  doors,  let  it  be  remodled  or  quietly  legislated  out  of 
existence.  The  truth  cannot  be  gainsayed  that  too  much 
of  the  peoples  money  was  spent  in  paying  for  papers  which 
might  have  been  of  some  service  if  published  in  some  medi- 
ical  journal,  and  I  only  know  of  one  which  would  have  been 
likely  to  have  inserted  them.  Their  length  would  have  pre- 
vented acceptance. 

Omitting  mention  of  the  routine  work  which  is  common 
to  all  state  Boards  of 'Health  we  shall  notice  only  that  san- 
itary w^)rk  which  is  distinctive  of  the  Indiana  Board.  A 
sanitary  survey  has  been  made  of  the  ten  thousand  school 
houses  in  the  state,  a  form  was  prepared  and  api)roved  by 
the  board  and  sent  to  the  several  County  Health  Officers  and 
a  report  of  the  "sanitary  survey"  of  each  school  house  ob- 
tained. Information  was  thus  procured  of  the  location  con- 
struction and  condition  of  each  buildmg  and  the  source  of 
supply  from  which  drinking  water  was  obtained.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  information  which  would  naturally  be  called  for, 
special  attention  was  directed  to  what  concerned  the  eye- 
sight, viz  the  location  of  the  windows  and  blackboards.    As 
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:i  result  of  this  sanitary  survi^y  it  is  pj-oposed  to  ask  the  leg- 
ishiture  to  enact  a  hiw  which  will  compel  ail  j*ehool  buildiug:^ 
to  he  erected  in  conformity  with  certain  plans  to  be  agreed 
upon  when   models  shall  have  hcen  presented  and  accepted. 

Each  member  of  the  hoard  has  contril>uted  one  or  more 
papers  which  together  with  those  of  volunteer  contributors 
appear  in  the  yearly  reports.  As  all  are  good  it  would  be 
invideous  to  particularize  and  we  have  not  space  to  enumer- 
ate the  titles.  All  are  pertinent  to  preventive  medicine; 
tcr-e  and  shcnl,  dealing  in  facts  only,  and  omitting  useless 
theories.  They  are  gems ;  and  reprints  ought  to  have  been 
sent  to  every  peysician  in  the  country.  In  our  opinion  they 
are  just  the  style  of  papers  which  ought  U)  grace  our  niedi- 
i-al  journals,  but  do  not^  short,  terse,  racy,  practical  and  true. 

Deeming  a  visitation  of  Asiatic  Cholera  probable  instruc- 
tions have  been  sent  to  every  country  Health  Officer  and 
by  him  to  be  communicated  to  the  physicians  and  people, 
showing  what  is  best  to  be  done  on  the  appearance  of  the 
disease  ;  how  it  is  to  be  prevented  ;  how  treated  ;  and  how 
it  may  be  stamped  out  before  it  obtains  full  headway. 

The  collective  investigatitni  of  disease  has  received  much 
attention  at  the  hands  of  Dr.  K.  S.  Elder  and  the  Board. 
In  this  way  may  zymotic  disea:&es  have  Iwen  studied  as  small 
Pox,  Scarlatin,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  fever  &c.  Blanks  were 
mailed  free  of  expcMise  and  reports  returned  from  the  city, 
town,  and  county  Health  Officer.  By  this  means  a  large 
amount  of  evidence  was  collected  upon  disputed  points 
which  ought  to  be  digested  and  furnished  to  the  medical 
journals.  On  the  (|uestion  of  vaccination  and  the  immunity 
furnished  by  it  from  small  pox  it  was  proved  that  in  the 
whole  state  not  one  person  properly  vaccinated  had  con- 
tracted the  disetise  and  died.  Dr.Compton  re[)orts  the  ex- 
perience of  a  physician  who  by  the  exhibition  <»f  carbolic 
acid  and  Sulphate  of  So<la  aborted  all  cases  which  fell  under 
his  care.  This  coincides  with  the  experience  of  Dr.  Dedal, 
which  has  been  ^-ori-ohorated  by  many  French  Physicians, 
who  prescribo  his  antiseptic  preparations.   It  would  be  well 
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to  give  a  fair  trial  to  Declat's  Sulplio  Plienique  in  this  dis- 
ease and  puhli«ii  results.  In  typhoid  fever  the  Board  has 
not  yet  settled  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  disease 
ean  he  i'ontracted  from  impure  drinking  water  de  novo  or 
requires  the  presence  of  the  Typhoid  geiins.  The  former 
seeois  to  he  the  most  prolml)le. 

Dr.  E.  S.  Elder  is  at  present  engaged  in  making  a  sanita- 
ry survey  of  the  several  state  cliaritahle  and  penal  Institu- 
tions;  and  the  secretaries  of  the  ('(mnty  Boards  will  inspect 
the  Poor  Houses,  Hospitals,  Station  Houses*  and  County 
Jails  of  their  respective  counties.  When  this  ha«  been  com- 
pleted and  the  refomers  carried  out  which  inspection  renders 
patent  and  necesary,  the  lioard  will  have  achieved  a  work 
which  will  carry  their  names  to  posterity  more  glorious 
than  monuments  of  marhle  and  granite. 

in  Indiana  the  crihs  and  camisoles  and  straicfht  Jackets 
have  to  a  groat  extent  been  abolished  from  the  Asylums 
and,  when  necesary,  are  used  only  to  a  limited  extent.  The 
humane  superintendents  have  found  exercis  and  freedom 
are  more  potent  than  mechanical  restraints.  It  devolves 
upon  the  board  to  state  the  necesarj'  hardships  to  which 
these  infirm  jjatients  are  still  subject,  in  the  county  asy- 
lums for  lunitics,  which  are  the  work  houses. 

To  even  mention  all  the  good  work  which  has  been  achiev- 
ed by  the  Indiana  State  Board  of  Health  since  its  creation 
would  require  more  space  than  can  be  devoted  to  a  notice  of 
its  labors.  Enough  has  been  said  to  show^  what  gentlemen 
acting  harmoniously  can  accomplish  not  for  their  own  pe- 
cuniary benefit  but  solely  for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow 
beings. 

To  Dr.  E.  S.  Elder  and  the  board  we  say  in  conclusion 
proceed  with  your  good  work  and  God  will  speed  and  bless 
you.  You  carry  with  you  the  prayers  and  blessings  of  the 
imniates  of  the  state  and  county  Institutions ;  and  your 
Saviour  will  say  "m  as  much  as  you  did  it  for  the  least  of 
one  of  these ,  you  did  it  for  me,"  now  you  have  your  reward. 

E. 
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The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine.  By  Nathan  8. 
Davis,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Dean  and  Professor  of  the  Practice 
OF  Medicine,  Chicago  Medical  College,  etc.,  ftc.  Pages 
872,  CLOTH,  $5.00;  Library  $6.00.  Chicago,  III.,  Jansen, 
McClurg  &  Co.    1884. 

This  book  is  a  series  of  let-tures  in  the  inimitable  style  pecifliar 
to  Prof.  Davis.  Beginingon  the  definitions  of  disease  and  changes 
in  morbid  action,  the  author  advance  gracefully  and  smoothly, 
and  with  the  least  degree  of  verbosity,  to  the  classiiieation,  ana- 
lysis, pathological  consideration,  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  all 
diseases  usually  treated  of  in  works  on  Practice. 

The  chapters  on  Rheumatism,  Pneumonia,  Spinal  Sclerosis, 
Scrofula,  and  Periodic  fevers  are  especially  opertune.  We  cannot 
however,  get  used  to  the  idea  that  hydrargyri  chlori  mitis  is  the 
one  thing  needful  in  typhoid  fever.  But  we  can  readily  look  over 
this  in  the  many  good  things  the  volume  holds.  The  objectiona- 
ble features  of  the  decimal  S3'stem  are  palliated  by  the  avoirdupois. 
(American)  system  being  duplicated  in  all  the  formulae.  It  is  an 
elegant  work  and  does  the  authors  and  publishers  great  credit. 

F.  A.  E. 

Household  Cona'eniences,  being  the  experience  ok  many  Prac- 
tical Writers.     12  mo.  cloth,  240  pages,    with  two  hundred 

AND    twenty     illustrations..    OkANGE  JuDD  &  COMPANY.       751 

Bkoadw^ay,  New  York,  Publishers.     Price  $1.50. 

This  is  an  exoeedingly  interesting  and  instructive  work.  '  B3- 
following  its  precise  and  detailed  directions  any  one  unaccustomed 
to  the  use  of  carpenters  tools  can  construct  an  endless  variety-  of 
useful  and  ornamental  articles  of  furniture  at  a  nominal  outlay. 
The  cost  of  the  work  is  saved  in  the  making  of  any  one  device  de- 
scribed. From  window  flower  ornamentation,  and  kitchen  furniture 
to  the  decoration  of  a  parlor  ni>thing  is  left  undescribed.  The  poor 
with  their  own  labor  caN  surround  themselves  with  all  the  ornamen- 
tal and  /useful  conveniences  which  wealth  procures  for  the  rich  by 
procuring  a  copy  of  this  work-     It  is  a  multmn  in  parvo.  E. 

Annals  of  Surgery.  By  L.  S.  Pilcher  M.  D.,  Brooklyn  New 
York  and  C.  B.  Keetly,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  London,  Eng. 
This  is  title  of  a  new  Monthly  Periodical,  to  be  pul)lished  sim- 
ultaneously in  St.  Louis,  and  London,  and  devoted  exclusively 
to  the  interests  of  surgery.  $5.00  per  annum,  J.  H.  Chambers 
&  Co.  St.  Louis,  Pub 
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McMPs  as  A  Cause  of  Sudden  Deafsess.     By  Leautus  Connok, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Dejroit,  Mich. 

Notes  oil  the  Treatment  of  Tracliaeraia  h}'  Jequirity.  Leartus 
Connor,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

LiNDSEY  &  Blakiston's  Physician's  Visiting  List. 

Again  ready.  Tliis  complete,  universally  known  and  so  eom- 
inonl^  used,  friend  and  needful  companion  to  tUe  physician  is  out 
and  ready  for  the  annual  duties  of  1885.  It  has  regularly,  faithful- 
ly- and  welcomely  served  the  profession  for  years  and  having  grown 
only  more  servicable  with  age  seems  to  fulfill  every  requirement 
of  a  constant  companion  and  bosom  friend. 

Descriptive  America.  To  Dr.  Baker,  Secty.  of  the  Michigan 
State  Board  of  Health,  we  are  indebted  for  a  copy  of  his  health 
sheet,  embracing  more  pith  and  point  of  interesting  and  health  top- 
ics than  many  voluminous  books.  It  is  concise  and  deals  in  facts. 
Through  the  Dr.  and  his  Board  of  able  patriotic  (;oadjutors,  we 
note  their  pul)lication  of  the  action  of  the  late  conference  of  State 
Boards  of  Health  on  the  subject  of  Asiatic  Cholera,  embracing 
recommendations  relative  thereto,  of  Dr.  Ranch,  of  the  Illinois 
Board  of  Health,  Quarantine  etc.  By  Chs.  Smart  Surgeon  U.  S, 
A. ;  can  epidemic  diseases  be  excluded,  by  Dr.  C.  W.  Chancelor 
of  Maryland,  and  the  resolutions  offered  by  Dr,  Baker  on  the 
practical  work  required  for  the  prevention  of  cholera  in  this  coun- 
Ir}',  which  were  endorsed  and  recommended  by  the  convention 
and  ordered  printed  and  circulated. 

Malaria  and  Malarial   DisEAEs;  By  Geokg  M,  SternburCt  M. 
D.,  F.  R.  M.  S.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  N.  Y. 

This  treatise  enters  into  the  work  of  handling  this  vexed  and 
much  abused  subject,  with  a  common  sense  sort  of  apprecia- 
tion of  his  task.  His  effort  is  noted  for  its  distinctness,  clearness 
of  thought  and  diction. 

He  has  dealt  herein  with  the  so  called  malarial  and  its  allied  f oims 
of  disease  a^  candidly  and  more  real  information  may  be  gathered 
from  this  disertation  than  the  works  of  more  extended  scope. 

The  classification  is  rational,  the  causes  probable,  the  symptoms 
well  delineated,  diagnosis  and  prognosis  good,  and  in  treatment 
he  comes  up  abreast  of  the  times  and   best  methods ;  ignoring  the 
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old  uiitillogistic  aud  reducing  plan,  he  accepts  tbe  expectant,  sped- 
fic  and  tonic  course  as  his  hope  and  reliance.     It  is  in  fact  a  truly 
philosophical,  physiological  and  indoctriually  sound  work. 
St.  Louis  Book  &  Stationery  Co. 

CouKiEU-REviEW  Call   Book,  by  E.  M.  Nelson,  M.  D.,  I^h.  D., 

J.  H*  Chambeus  &  Co.  Pub.  ^St.  Louis. 

A  Physicians  pocket  reference  hook  and  visiting  list,  for  18»5. 
Its  size  cannot  be  said  to  be  as  good  as  its  arrangement,  wliich 
contains  a  vast  amount  of  information  tollateil  for  reference,  be- 
sides its  monthly  (should  be  weekl})  record  of  business  and  ac- 
counts. 

The  PhysicIan's  Pocket  Day-Buok,  by  C.  IIemni  Leonard,  M  A. 

M.  D.,  Detroit  MicH.  1885. 

A  well  gotten  up,  admirably  arranged  companion  to  the  practi- 
tioner. It  is  unique  in  having  no  other  matter  save  the  daily  reg- 
ister of  business  and  credits ;  obstetrical  memoranda  and  miscel- 
laneous accounts. 

A  Manual    of   Diseases  of  the  Throat   and    Nose,    ijicluding   tbe 
Pharynx,  Larynx,  Trachae,  CEsophagus,  Nose  and  Naso-Phar- 
yiix.     By  Merrell    Mackenzie   M.  D.   London,    Vol.  II.    Library* 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  N.  Y. 

Vol.  I.  of  Mackenzies  work  has  so  long  been  before  the  public, 
and  gained  such  recognition  and  favor  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
needful  mention.  The  present  vol.  will  till  the  expectation  of  pro- 
fessional readers  with  pleasing  satisfaction.  Such  important  parts 
having  been  so  long  neclected,  or  commonly  slighted,  but  impress- 
es the  great  value  of  Mackenzies  treatise  on  evr}'  practitioner.  The 
autlior  seems  to  have  a  profound  appreciation  of  his  task  and 
does  liimself  great  credit  and  the  profession  a  lasting  service. 

In  execution  it  supports  tlie  now  well  known  style  of  the  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.  standard  Lil)rary  works. 

The  illustrations,  eompletel}'  rob  criticism  of  its  sting:   while  as 
a  work  of  reliance  on  its  subject  matters  tliis  one  is  to  be  the  guide 
und  authority  for  time  to  come. 
St.  Louis  Book  and  Stationery  Co. 
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Report  on  the  prevention  of  Epidemic  Cholera  in  America.  Ado[)t- 
ed  by  the  American  Public  Health  Association  and  the  Conference 
of  State  Boards  of  Health,  giving  origin  and  dissemination,  official 
inspection;  Canadian  Health  Alliance,  Local  Safeguards  and  ad- 
vice to  citizens. 

Transaction  of  the  Colorado  State  Medlcal  Society,  1884. 

A  voluminous  report  embracing  over  150  pages.  It  speaks  well 
for  the  Young  State  Enterprise  and  schollar  ship. 

Jequiritt;    its  uses  in  Diseases  of  the   Skin,  by  John  V.  Shoe- 
maker, A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Phila.  Pa. 

Representatives  op  Professional   Base   Ball  in  America.     P. 

LORILLARD  &  Co.  JfRSEY  CiTY,  N.  J. 

A  plate  representing  16  of  the  champion  players  of  our  National 
game. 


NOTICES 


It  is  a  pitiable  sight  to  read  the  false  assumption  of  manufac- 
turers, fed  to  the  public  only  to  press  the  sale  of  inferior  goods. 
Contrasting  with  this  however  is  the  business,  honesty  and  candor, 
of  DR.  PRICE'S  CREAM  BAKING  POWDER  and  EXTRACTS, 
which  not  only  has  the  endorsment  and  recommendations  of  the 
leading  chemists,  but  what  is  more,  the  approval  of  the  experien- 
(;ed  housekeepers,  throughout  the  land. 

We  here  quote  from  eminent  authority,  which  is  also  confirmed 
by  twenty  two  leading  chemists. 

The  outrageous  advertisement  of  the  Royal  Baking  Powder  Co 
is  the  moHt  contemptible  and  dishonest  attempt  to  give  the  impress- 
ion that  the  long  list  of  distinguished  chemists  whom  it  names  ap- 
j)roved  of  the  Royal  Baking  Powder,  but  instead  of  approving  it, 
I  have  not  hesitated  to  condemn  it  as  inferior,  in  purity^  health- 
fulnejus  and  strength  to  Dii:  VRiCE*s  cream  baking  powder.  The 
Royal  it  not  ''absolutely  pure,"  but  grossly  adulterated  with  the 
disgusting  drug  Ammonia.  As  to  its  IleaUhfubiess  many  distin- 
guished physicians  have  pronounced  it  otherwise,  I  have  never 
stated  any  thing  to  the  contrary.  I  denounce  the  dishonest  adver- 
tisement as  a  false  and  <;ontemi)tible  forgery  so  far  as  the  use  of 
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my  name  is  concerned.  If  the  Royal  Baking  Powder  Co.  arc 
capable  of  concocting  such  a  lying  statement  and  do  not  hesitate 
to  employ  ray  name  without  authority  I  think  it  is  not  surprising 
that  they  offer  to  the  public  a  bakuig  powder  adulterated  with 
Ammoniay  while  at  the  same  time  they  have  the  audacity  to  [)ro- 
claim  it  ' 'absolutely  pui*e.** 
Boston,  Nov.  4,  1884.  JAMES  F.  BABCOCK, 

State  Assaye)\  Boston^  Mafts, 
The  reputation  of  Dr.  Price's  Cream  Baking  Powder  and  Fla- 
voi  ing  Extracts  is  world  wide.  If  you  wish  for  a  nice  cook  book 
for  their  use,  send  for  ''The  Hand  and  Cornucopia."  '"Full  of 
good  things  for  everybody,,*  and  we  will  mail  one  free.  Price 
Baking  Powder  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 

RAILROADING. 

The  attention  of  our  readers  is  called  to  the  vast  system  of  rail* 
roads  now  Oi>erated  and  controlled  by  the  Pennsylvania  company. 
We  refer  particularly  to  the  lines  west  of  Pittsburg,  or  more  prop- 
erly speaking,  west  of  the  great  Pennsylvania  railroad,  which 
stands  by  itself,  a  monument  of  what  can  be  done  in  this  country 
as  regards  perfection  in  railroading. 

This  system  covers  a  very  large  tcritory,  and  probably  reaches 
more  large  and  important  cities  than  any  other  system  of  railroads* 
in  existence.  Their  principal  lines  reaching  out  from  St.  Louis, 
Chicago,  Toledo,  Cleveland,  Erie,  Indianapolis,  Louisville  and 
Cincinnati,  concentrate  at  Pittsburg,  where  their  immense  volume 
of  bussiness  is  turned  over  to  and  received  from  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  proper.  One  trip  over  any  of  these  trunk  lines,  and  es- 
l)ecially  the  one  via  St.  Louis,  starting  out  from  that  city  03-  the 
VANDALIA  LINE,  will  couviuce  the  most  fastidious  that  there  are  «o 
lines  where  all  of  your  wants  are  so  carefully  looked  after  aH 
by  those  of  the  Pennsylvania  system.  The  Pullman  Hotel  Cars 
and  Pullman  Buffet  Sleeping  Cars,  which  leave  St.  Louis  Union 
station,  every  morning  and  evening,  Sundays  included,  are  models 
of  perfection,  and  the  inner  man  is  sure  of  good  care  whenever 
located  in  them.  These  cars  go  through  to  New  York  without 
change. 
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